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David Monks RAeC Chairman
It’s business as usual for the RAeC as we are now holding our Council meetings over Zoom, and this is our new
normal for the foreseeable future. The Council has adapted surprisingly well and this has given us the ability to
keep the Club working despite the restrictions we are all now accepting as part of everyday life. I'm pleased to say
many of the RAeC member associations are working on Zoom so it’s very much business as usual through all of
our membership.
You may not be aware but this is an election year for FAI and elections due next month at the planned electronic
General Conference (GC) over Zoom (should be interesting for the 100 plus attendees on the same screen). I have
been nominated to stand for the role of President and Patrick Naegeli has been nominated for the Executive Board.
The United Kingdom has been largely credited with instigating change to return the ownership to the membership
at last year’s GC in Lausanne by presenting a budget put together by the RAeC Finance Working Group to replace
the extravagant budget the organisation could not afford but had been endorsed by the Executive Board.
Both Patrick and I have accepted the nomination as we feel we can help steer FAI back on the right path by
working to its constitution and giving the members exactly what they request of FAI. Patrick's reputation and
business credentials precede him; he will be an excellent addition to the EB giving much need business acumen.
The need for change is so strong that even some Commission Presidents have accepted nominations to stand for
Executive Board. I'm hoping Patrick and I both fare well as there is a real opportunity to reform FAI and bring it
back to functions it should be serving the membership with. The current Executive Board has failed to comprehend
their actions in spending all of FAI's cash reserves without return or benefit to the members is directly contributing
to financial demise. The organisation has lost its way but I'm hoping myself and Patrick will be successful in the
elections along with a new team to get to work making FAI the organisation the membership require. I would like to
extend good luck to Patrick in his nomination.
As COVID continues into the second wave, we are now at over 218 days of lockdown and it’s an ever changing
picture. We should remind ourselves to remain adaptable and prepare for what may lie ahead.

David Monks
Chairman, The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom
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jude@royalaeroclub.uk
FROM YOUR EDITOR

Pleased to say the SEP is all good for the extension on 22 nd November and another 2 years,
though might see if I can add a few hours before getting it signed and sent off, and have had
some flying fun too so can’t be all bad.
Read about this and thought that maybe a new air sport could be developed! “A jet suit for
paramedics, which would see patients reached in minutes by a flying medic, has been tested by
the Great North Air Ambulance Service in the Lake District.

The test flight was carried out by Richard Browning, founder of Gravity Industries, who said the
suit has two mini engines on each arm and one on the back allowing the paramedic to control
their movement just by moving their hands.
Ideas on a postcard and
secretary@royalaeroclub.org

send

to

RAeC

General

Secretary

Dave

Phipps

Please accept my heart-felt condolences to you, your family and friends for the loss due to
Covid-19 of a loved one, friend or colleague. These are still difficult times which we may see go
on for some time to come.
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Many remembrance services and parades will not be going ahead as we have had in the past
and in this 80th anniversary year of the Battle of Britain remember those who gave their lives so
that we could not only enjoy the freedom of our skies to fly in but also the freedom to live our
way of lives.

The Royal British Legion says there is no correct or incorrect way to wear your poppy. However,
an elderly ex-military poppy seller has said women should wear their poppy on their right side,
men on their left. The red representing the blood of all those who gave their lives; the black
poppy centre the mourning of those who didn't have their loved ones return home and the green
leaf the grass and crops growing and future prosperity after the war (WWI) which destroyed so
much; and the leaf should be positioned at 11 o'clock to represent the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month.
If you are not being emailed the mini version of the RAeC Newsletters please ask your Air
Sports Association secretary to do so or if you do not have internet access to be able to see the
larger online issue please ask RAeC General Secretary Dave Phipps to send you the smaller
printed version by snail mail.
Where I have used/obtained information from websites and other sources I have taken that, as
usual, this will be with your blessing and photographs are credited where known.
Please don’t forget to email Newsletter contribution articles, information and jpegs (labelled
please) to me at jude@royalaeroclub.uk Also jpegs for future RAeC Newsletter front covers.

Copy deadlines are:
Winter issue: 15th January
Spring issue: 15th April
and Autumn issue: 15th October

Summer issue: 15th July

My thanks to Paul Tallet and his team at Progression Marketing for setting the front cover of this
Autumn issue and to Jonathan Charles for permission to use one of his amazing photos.
Wishing you all Season’s Greetings and a Happy, Prosperous, Healthy and safe flying 2021.

Jude Wordsworth
For further information on any items contained in this Newsletter, please contact the RAeC Office at 31 St Andrew’s
Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE or on 0116 244 0182 or at secretary@royalaeroclub.co.uk
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The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom (RAeC) is the national co-ordinating body for Air Sport in the
United Kingdom.
Today its principal role is co-ordinating, promoting and protecting all forms of recreational and
competitive air sport in the UK, represent UK air sport internationally and has a major role in setting
technical standards, negotiating with international official bodies and, in consultation with our member
organisations, appoint UK delegates to the various Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI)
Commissions.

RAeC NEWS
2019 RAeC MEDALS AND AWARDS CEREMONY
Date for your diary the Ceremony for the presentation of 2019 Awards will now take place at the RAF
Club in May 2021. Watch this space for the date and further details.
2019 Recipients were announced in the Spring (May) issue of this Newsletter.

RAeCT
The Trust has expanded the Management Board in order to freshen its activities and management and,
ultimately, to appoint additional trustees.
See the RAeCT section in this Newsletter for more information and information about becoming an
RAeCT Volunteer.

FACEBOOK
If you aren’t already following and liked our RAeC FaceBook page
https://www.facebook.com/1129595953719600/posts/2985832231429287?sfns=mo

checkout

AIR SPORTS OPERATIONS AND COMPETITIONS
DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
For up-to-date Government advice on Covid alert levels
in ENGLAND: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know
in WALES: https://gov.wales/coronavirus
in SCOTLAND: https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
and in Northern Ireland: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19

Some UK air sport organisations have decided to go ahead with remaining 2020 competitions and the
FAI has issued technical and practical recommendations for air sports during the COVID-19 pandemic
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as everyone involved in air sports activities are urged to take responsibility and to follow the
recommendations.
National regulations prevail at all times over FAI recommendations, which are meant to complement
existing efforts and to support those countries where no specific air sport documents are in place.
National rules are always the primary guidelines.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation/coronaviruscovid-19-general-aviation
See also
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Displays,-events-and-activities/Flying-displays-andspecial-events/
FAI general recommendations are given to everyone practicing flying activities, and in particular at an
airfield. Specific ones are provided for the different air sports eg for ballooning. A list of
recommendations describes which behaviours and precautions to adopt during the preparation as well
as during and after flights for the pilot and any passengers and the aircraft.
FAI recommendations on air
recommendations-covid-19-v1.0.pdf

sport

activities:

https://www.fai.org/sites/default/files/fai-cimp-

This document was prepared by the FAI Medico-physiological Commission (CIMP) to lower the chance
of becoming ill from COVID-19 and to prevent the spread of the virus while practicing flying activities or
attending air sports meetings. It provides a COVID-19 risk assessment and mitigation checklist for use
by host countries and mass gathering organisers. It also includes an operational tool which offers
guidance for organisers holding meetings during the COVID-19 outbreak and which should be
accompanied by the WHO COVID-19 Generic Risk Assessment Excel file
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mass-gathering-risk-assessment-covid-19-key-considerations
The above FAI document should be read in conjunction with the WHO’s key planning recommendations
for
Mass
Gatherings
in
the
context
of
the
current
COVID-19
outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance/points-of-entryand-mass-gatherings

FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2021
“"A FRIENDLIER WORLD WITH AIR SPORTS"” is the theme for the FAI’s Aviation Art Contest 2021.
The Light Aircraft Association facilitates the UK competition in association with the Royal Aero Club,
Pilot magazine and the Guild of Aviation Artists. The winning UK entries will be forwarded to the global
FAI Young Artists Contest 2021 before the 1 st April deadline.
The UK competition entries close: TCB in Spring 2021. Please check LAA website for update
Full details on the UK entries are in the LAA section of this Newsletter

AVIATION NATIONAL AND WORLD RECORDS
If you are interested in setting an Aviation Record be it point to point (speed), altitude or endurance
contact Geoffrey Boot, Record Coordinator for the The 3R’s (The Royal Aero Club Records Racing
and Rally Association) at geoffreyboot@gmail.com This is open to RAeC members and non-members
alike.
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SPORTING LICENCES 2020
WORLD RECORD AND INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS
Some UK and International 2020 air sport competitions are still going ahead and in preparation for the
2021 season, all being well, we recommend that your application to your air sport association is done at
least four weeks before the event in which you wish to take part AND that you check the FAI Database
to make sure your details are registered, and registered correctly. http://old.fai.org/about-fai/fai-sportinglicences

Youth & Education Support Working Together in Youth Aviation
Did you know that joining YES is not only a great idea, but it’s free. Just down load the membership form
and send it to the YES Secretary and you will become part of the Youth Education branch of the LAA,
delivering education, inspiration and most of all fun to the Youth of today.
YES are a UK-wide group and the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association,
working together with LAA Clubs, leading industry companies, local education authorities, schools and
universities and many others to –educate, encourage and inspire young people to take part in all sorts of
activities connected with aviation, through –









Aircraft building projects (YES & Other Build-a-Plane projects).
Training in meteorology, navigation and airmanship.
Exhibits and activities for young people at aviation shows.
Arranging talks and practical activity sessions for schools and youth groups.
Arranging aviation activity days for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers, Girl Guides, and others.
Production and demonstration of training equipment for navigation and radio communications.
Maintaining an independent web-based aviation information centre for youngsters.
Providing guidance on a future career in the varied world of aviation.

https://yesflyers.org.uk/join-yes-its-free

DON’T FORGET YOUR 5% online discount from Pooleys
If you are ordering any flight equipment from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com use the promotional
code YES at the checkout and you will be helping to support the work that YES (Youth & Education
Support) is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount off your orders.

LIGHT AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION AND POOLEYS FLIGHT EQUIPMENT
SPORT FLYING VIDEO COMPETITION
The Light Aircraft Association and Pooleys Flight Equipment launched a sport flying video competition.
Whilst only open to LAA members everyone can enjoy the results, via the LAA YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ8Ytam8IS5PEjyJemdxMiQ
and Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/lightaircraftassociation/
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BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION RADIO TELEPHONY COURSE
The BGA radio telephony course is now online. It is intended for both glider pilots who want to gain an
FRTOL (Flight Radio Telephony Operator’s License) and those who already have one but want a
refresher. They are teaching radio usage from a gliding point of view, rather than from a powered GA
point of view – so it will be directly useful for glider pilots who fly cross country.
There is no charge for this course. https://www.ruskin.me.uk/bga-frtol-course
See the BGA section in this Newsletter for more information

ORDERS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE (OBE)
Many of us use either or both of these electronic devices, Pilot Aware and SkyDemon, when we
fly. So our congratulations to LAA members

and
Keith Vinning of Pilot Aware

Tim Dawson of SkyDemon

for being awarded OBEs in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for services to aviation safety.
They attended a ceremony at Buckingham Palace where they met HRH The Prince of Wales

LIGHT AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION AND POOLEYS FLIGHT EQUIPMENT
SPORT FLYING VIDEO COMPETITION
The Light Aircraft Association and Pooleys Flight Equipment launched a sport flying video competition.
Whilst only open to LAA members everyone can enjoy the results, via the LAA YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ8Ytam8IS5PEjyJemdxMiQ
and Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/lightaircraftassociation/

THE FAI AEROMODELLING SCHOLARSHIP
Since 2011, an annual scholarship of €2000 is awarded to pilots aged between 16 and 21 to help fund
young pilots’ education. Any young Aeromodelling pilot can be nominated, as long as they are between
16 and 21 years old. On the form, the nominated pilot must list their education plans and achievements
and, of course, Aeromodelling results. the nomination must also include a personal letter of one page
written by the nominated person, on the following topic: What role did Aeromodelling play in your life and
what are your aspirations for the future?
See the British Model Flying Association section in this Newsletter for more information
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OTHER NEWS & INFORMATION
REVALIDATION EXTENSIONS TO 22 NOVEMBER 2020
The deadline for extended ratings, 22nd November or 31 st December 2020, will soon be upon us. The
number of instructors available to fly your compulsory hour with is reduced due to some instructors not
working in the current Covid-19 situation, and the weather may also be a factor. It is suggested that you
make arrangements in good time to renew your rating(s).
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter for more information

UK GA AFTER BEXIT
The UK will no longer be part of the EU Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) after the 31 st December this year
so the CAA will no longer be able to issue EASA part-FCL licences.
As far as we know from the 1st January 2021 the British CAA will continue to accept EASA
licences, ratings and certificates for a further two years (31.12.2022). This means that CAAissued EASA part-FCL will remain valid and, as it meets the requirements of ICAO Annex I,
British private pilots will still be able to venture beyond the shores of the UK if they want to.
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter for more information

ELECTRONIC CONSPICUITY
Splashing out an electronic conspicuity (EC) device or you have already bought one since 1st
October 2020? The CAA, thanks to funding from the Department for Transport aimed at
encouraging more use of EC in GA, are rewarding you with a refund of up to £250.
Open until 31st March 2021, or until the funding is used, so apply sooner rather than later, those
meeting the requirements can claim a 50% rebate of the purchase cost of an EC device to a
maximum of £250.00 (including VAT), per applicant, NOT PER device.
The CAA anticipates up to 10,000 rebates will be available. CRITERIA: Funding is for carry-on or
aircraft-fitted devices only. Ground system components do not qualify for this scheme.

Applicants can claim a single rebate of 50% - up to £250 - on EC equipment purchased.

Only equipment purchased from 1st October 2020 until 28 February 2021 will be eligible for
rebate.

You must produce a proof of purchase receipt.

You must hold at least one of the following UK issued pilot licences (UK or EASA part FCL):

Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL)

Commercial Pilot’s Licence (CPL)

National PPL (NPPL)

Sailplane Pilot’s Licence (SPL)

Balloon Pilot’s Licence (BPL)

Light Aircraft Pilot’s Licence (LAPL)

Or be a registered member of the British Gliding Association (BGA),

or a member of the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) holding a
current 'Pilot' rating.
If you are UAS/UAV operator then you must hold an authorisation issued specifically to them by
the CAA (i.e. a permission, exemption or “operational authorisation”).
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HOW TO APPLY
Login
or
register
for
an
account
on
the
CAA
online
customer
portal.
https://sso.caa.co.uk/adfs/ls/?wa=wsignin1.0&wtrealm=https%3a%2f%2fportal.caa.co.uk%2f&wctx=rm%
3d0%26id%3dpassive%26ru%3d%252f&wct=2020-1017T14%3a17%3a53Z&wreply=https%3a%2f%2fportal.caa.co.uk%2f
This is a one-off process so if you have already registered you can log in using your existing
account. If you are registering for a new account, then you will need to wait for an email from
them confirming your account is live.
Once logged in to your account on the portal you can complete the EC rebate online application
form where you will be asked to supply details and evidence of your purchase. Following the
completion of your application form you will have the option to either download a copy of your
application form to your device or receive an email copy for your records.
Turnaround time for receiving your Electronic Conspicuity Rebate (including Portal registration)
is up to 30 working days. For all enquiries please contact ECRebate@caa.co.uk
For more information:
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Aircraft-ownership-and-maintenance/Electronic-Conspicuitydevices/
PILOT SURVEY ON THE USE OF MOVING MAPS
Why do some pilots use moving maps and others don't? The Airspace Infringement Working
Group (AIWG) has developed a new online survey to follow up on issues highlighted through
causal factor analysis of reported airspace infringements.
Please pass this link on to anyone who may wish to share their views on the use of moving
maps: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AIWG-Moving-Maps
The AIWG is part of the Airspace & Safety Initiative, a collaboration between the Civil Aviation
Authority, NATS and MoD, with participation and support from general aviation aerodromes,
clubs and associations.

CHRISTOPHER ROPER 26 March 1937 – 30 July 2020
I am sorry to have to belatedly report the death of Chris Roper on 30th July, who not long ago
was awarded the Royal Aero Club’s Bronze medal for his achievements in human-powered flying.
Chris designed and built his first human powered aircraft in the 1960’s shortly after a revival of
the activity by a group of academics at the then Cranfield College of Aeronautics. ‘Jupiter’ was
one of a few British aircraft at that time which, while none achieved success at the original
“Kremer” figure of eight course, were all a step towards being eventually successful 10 years
later in the Gossamer Condor. Over the years Chris wrote and collated a web-based reference
book which has been a valuable resource and inspiration for designers and pilots of human
powered aircraft https://www.humanpoweredflying.propdesigner.co.uk
He also built a human
powered aircraft simulator and human powered hovercraft http://steamboatwilly.org both of which
have been demonstrated at the RAeS.
Chris served on the RAeS Human Powered Flight Group from 1981, later becoming first honorary
secretary and was instrumental in keeping the committee alive during the Kremer Competitions
which has led to the annual Icarus Cup Flying Competition and recognition by the FAA of Human
Powered Flight being an international air sport.
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Chris Roper and Steam Boat Willy : Photo: Roger Bamber

In 2007 from the Daedalus (Solent Airport) slipway, Ethan George aged 6, became the first
passenger of a human powered hovercraft, Steam Boat Willy, piloted (and engined) by Chris then
aged 70. There was only one seat on SBW, and young Ethan had to perch on the central frame,
keep very still and hang onto Chris's shoulders.

INSPIRING AVIATION!
A “Reach for the Sky” programme run by the Department for Transport
The Aviation Skills team at the Department for Transport (DfT) has recognised the value that air
sport brings to the wider aviation industry, [at last Ed] and are launching an exciting campaign
with the charity “Education and Employers” which aims to attract 1,000 volunteers across the
aviation industry to deliver talks about their careers and inspire young people from a range of
backgrounds.
Aviation has provided thousands of jobs, and hopefully will again once Covid-19 has been
eradicated, in the UK as well as supporting international trade and investment, connecting
families and loved ones across the world. Aviation is also the perfect industry to showcase STEM
subjects and show young people how so many subjects can all be joined together under one
sector. Which is why “Inspiring the Future” https://www.inspiringthefuture.org/aviation is excited to
be working together with the Department for Transport through their Reach for the Sky
programme and Aviation Ambassadors to launch the Inspiring Aviation campaign.
Through supporting the Inspiring Aviation! campaign, whether it’s volunteering your time to
share your career story or as a teacher hosting an aviation focused activity, you can help achieve
the following outcomes for young people:

to make better informed decisions about their future career choices, such as subjects,
sector, career routes, because of their interactions with aviation industry volunteers.

to have broader horizons and aspirations based on more role models from the aviation
industry that are beyond their immediate family, social circle or social media.

to recognise the relevance of their learning at school to the world of work because Inspiring
Aviation volunteers talk about how their learning at school supported their decision to enter the
aviation industry.

be more committed and motivated to achieve at school because Inspiring Aviation
volunteers share and discuss their career stories with them.

10

“Reach for the Sky” is the UK government’s aviation skills programme aimed at inspiring the
next generation of aviation professionals whilst striving to make aviation diverse, inclusive and
accessible to all. The programme partners with industry, educators and organisations to raise
the profile of aviation, create new and improved career pathways, develop enhanced outreach
activities, and make training more financially accessible. “Education and Employers”
https://www.educationandemployers.org will be connecting volunteers from the aviation industry,
funded by the DfT, with schools across the UK. Volunteers are asked to give a minimum of 1 hour
of their time per year. This is an ambitious target.
The DfT really want to get as many volunteers signed up to the campaign as possible, from a
range of aviation backgrounds. If you are interested in signing up, the link is
https://educationandemployersprogrammes.force.com/s/signupitf?type=volunteer&campaign=Inspiring+
Aviation

THE ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON GENERAL AVIATION
(APPG-GA) https://generalaviationappg.uk
The General Aviation All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG-GA) wrote to the Secretary of State for
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport calling for the creation of a dedicated organisation to support
owners of historically important aircraft to ensure they are protected for future generations, as well as
to seek clarification on the status of airfields under the planned changes planning rules in the UK which
may have a detrimental lack of protection for General Aviation airfields.
The new reforms, announced on the 6th August 2020, are aimed at overhauling the current planning
system to make it easier for developers to build new housing. Under the new system, areas of land
would
be
designated
for
growth,
renewal
or
protection
by
local
planners.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/90764
7/MHCLG-Planning-Consultation.pdf
Commenting on the proposals, Lord Davies of Gower says “It is currently unclear how MHCLG plans to
categorise airfields under its new system. The aviation community has learned from bitter experience
that airfields are already an all too tempting prospect for local authorities and housing developers. We
want to make sure that the new system does not make it easier for runways to be converted into
suburbs. We want to see a system where sites are protected for use as airfields as part of a national
strategic network – but we also want airfields to have some planning flexibility to develop and diversify
their businesses without undue constraint. Once an airfield disappears, one is never built to replace it. As
an industry, GA cannot afford to lose any more of its vital network of airfields. This is why we need to get
the right deal for airfields out of this latest policy process.” The consultation on proposals for the new
system ends on the 29th October, any changes will then need to be made into legislation before the first
round of plans can be submitted under the new system. To read the letter:
https://generalaviationappg.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Planning-Letter-to-SoS-BD-Final-3.pdf
Whilst the APPG-GA is currently in suspension and shortly to be resurrected, it had attracted a record
208 parliamentary members, including 28 Privy Councillors, 16 former Cabinet ministers, 4 former
Transport Ministers and one current Party Leader, reflecting the importance attached to promoting jobs
and growth through General Aviation in Great Britain and Northern Ireland today by this current
Parliament.
EDUCATE YOUR MP re GA matters https://generalaviationappg.uk/new-lobby-pack/
APPG-GA Public Enquiry Point: Mr Matthew Bolshaw, Chipperfield, Back Lane, Letchmore Heath,
Hertfordshire, WD25 8EJ Email: Matthew@GeneralAviationAPPG.uk
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UK APPROACH TO RECREATIONAL GENERAL AVIATION SAFETY
An Independent Review Chaired by Mr Geoffrey Podger
This review was published for consultation between 25th February and 24th April 2020. Following the
consultation, the Review was considered by Minister Tolhurst, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at
the Department for Transport with responsibility for aviation, who said:
“This Government is committed to supporting the General Aviation sector, and fully acknowledges the
valuable contribution it makes to the UK economy. A strong GA sector is central to the health of UK
aviation, providing jobs and skills and helping to reach out to bring a new, more diverse generation into
GA.
As such, I wholeheartedly welcome the approach taken by this independent review, and its conclusions
and recommendations… As the aviation sector faces the unprecedented challenge of recovering from
the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, a strong GA sector is a key pillar, supporting its future efficacy.
This review will go a long way towards ensuring confidence in the ability of participants in GA to fulfil this
role, and I look forward to seeing its recommendations being put into practice.”
The Review considered the assessment, management and the control of risk in the General Aviation
Sector both in general and in three key areas; third parties, non-pilot participants and pilots.
Comparisons were completed with other countries and other activities before considering recent
activities and changes within the regulatory framework for General Aviation and how that framework
influences the safety of sport, recreational and personal transport aviation.
To read the review: https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/GA%20Safety%20Review.pdf

For British Airfield news, the good news and sadly some bad news see Is Your
Airfield Under Threat? Section in this Newsletter

Are you, or do you know a University of West London Airline, Airport &
Aviation Management Student?
If so, all are now members of the Air League! This means that they are eligible to apply for Air League
Scholarship and Bursary programmes, as well as gain exclusive access to networking and social events
within the industry.
To apply now for Air League Scholarships (up to 12 hours of free flying) and Bursaries, visit their
Scholarships page https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarships/ to see what you/they could be a part of.
Also see the AIR LEAGUE section in this Newsletter for information about their Project Slingshot and
2020 Drone Scholarship winners.

SOARING 2 SUCCESS
The Air League, together with Southend-on-Sea Borough Council, is inviting young people of South
Essex including Southend, Thurrock, Rochford and beyond to come and take part in the Soaring to
Success which is landing in the region from September 2020. https://yoursay.southend.gov.uk/soaring-2success-south-essex
See the YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES section in this Newsletter for more information

12

THE ARMY FLYING MUSEUM
https://www.armyflying.com
Situated in Middle Wallop, Stockbridge in Hampshire The Army Flying Museum holds an extensive
collection charting over 100 years of the British Army in the air.
The Museum Library and Archive holds a unique collection of published volumes covering all aspects of
Army flying including early aviation, the Royal Flying Corps, Royal Artillery Air Observation Post
Squadrons, the Glider Pilot Regiment and the modern Army Air Corps. Original documents of historical,
personal and technical interest including personal and official papers, flying log books, pilots’ notes,
manuals and a large collection of photographs and slides. The Archive also maintains a personnel
database for individuals who served with the Glider Pilot Regiment and the Royal Artillery Air
Observation Post. With over 35 fixed wing and rotary aircraft also on display, the Museum is the perfect
place to explore the fascinating history of army aviation.
Memorial and Memorial Book: The Museum is currently raising funds for a new development
programme known as Project Eagle. This will secure the future of the Museum for generations to come
and comprises two phases. Phase 1 of Project Eagle has been completed and is a dignified memorial to
more than 5,000 that have died in the service of British Army Flying from early pioneers to the modern
Army Air Corps. The Memorial is a focus for remembrance for local, veteran and serving communities
reflecting their common heritage of service and sacrifice no matter what their regimental background.
The online Memorial Book, which families and friends can add tributes, photographs and donations, is
the digital companion to The British Army Flying Memorial at the Museum of Army Flying. Divided into
the four main branches of Army Flying they can be navigated by using the section names at the top. You
can search for the name of an individual using the search box at the top right of the page, clicking on
their name to find out more about their life and service. You can also add your own tribute. Once you've
added your memory you can share it with family and friends and invite them to contribute their memories
too and can come back to the page as often as you like.

The Memorial

The Museum has also produced a series of Lock Down Lectures: https://www.armyflying.com/lockdownlectures/lockdown-lectures-series-2/
Open: 1000 - 1630hrs and The Apache Cafe - 0900 - 1600hrs, seven days a week
Admission prices: Adult (16+) - £14
Child (5 to 15-years-old) - £8
Concessions (Seniors and Students) - £10
Family (2 adults and up to 3 children) - £38
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FARNBOROUGH AIRPORT AIRSPACE CHANGE
POST IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW
While it had been expected that Stage 7 PIR of the Farnborough Airport airspace change would begin in
the latter part of 2020, the significant impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has reduced the activity levels
of both IFR Commercial Air Transport and General Aviation. It has been agreed by the CAA, sponsor
and GA stakeholders that the start of the Farnborough airspace change PIR period will be
postponed until 2021. Stakeholders will meet again in January 2021 to determine the confirmed start
date of the PIR, the scope of the required analysis and corresponding data requirements in order to
determine the overall impact on all airspace users.

STAY IN CONTROL
Airspeed and angle of attack is a topic often debated, sometimes hotly, around airfields or in the bar and
some positions go like this: “If you have good airspeed you’ll be fine” — not necessarily. The next
chapter in the CAA’s General Aviation Stay in Control safety campaign covers: Angle of Attack
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/Loss%20of%20Control%20Angle%20of%20Attack%20(CAP1972).
pdf?mc_cid=7cad342114&mc_eid=0f9182d756

FAI PRESIDENT BOB HENDERSON’S MUSINGS
The Vision of the FAI is: “A world where safe participation in air sports and recreational flying is available
to everyone at reasonable cost”
The FAI, as the global air sports and recreational flying body, does a good job of identifying who is the
best of the best through our competitions, honours, awards and records. The clear message from the
2019 General Conference, confirmed by the FAI 2020 group, was that the financial base needed to be
protected and the organisation should focus on competitions, honours and awards and records.
Latterly, in 2020, the negative impact of the coronavirus pandemic on normal activities has occupied
everyone’s attention. These high-profile events have had the effect of drawing attention and resources
away from the outcomes identified by the One FAI project (improving communication, involving the
Commissions directly in decision-making related to sports and to tidying up the sporting licence).
The financial base of the organisation has been protected and a new Secretary General appointed.
Financial support from the Swiss Government is helping to also protect FAI against the potential that
some Members, under financial pressure due to reduced activities under Covid-19, may default on
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subscription payments. The organisation has found a new, cost-effective way of working with on-line
meetings replacing face-to-face meetings. These cost-savings are, however, at the expense of the
socialisation of our community, which is especially true for the General Conference. There is now a clear
mandate to re-design FAI to better serve its constituents and to remove the blurred and overlapping
governance, decision-making, accountability, responsibility and financial management lines.
In my [Bob’s] opinion we have now embarked on a period of deep reform. The next Executive Board,
which will include new members (some current directors are not standing for re-election), will face the
important task of successfully reshaping the organization. I believe that the FAI needs to continue to
focus the organisation workflows to ensure that processes are transparent, efficient and effective to
enable us to achieve the objective of determining who is the best of the best in the global air sports
community. We need to look at how we engage with the people at the heart of our organisation – the
individual air sport person. It is they, in the end, who decides whether it is worthwhile to belong to the
FAI. This, in most cases, drives participation and funding decisions across the organisation. We also
need to improve efficiencies in FAI processes, so that best practice is achieved across the organisation,
and to improve communication between all parts of the FAI and we need a robust funding scheme for
the FAI.
We have the chance, with the base cost of the FAI significantly reduced, to consider the existing
structures, connections and gaps in the organisation. This must include streamlining our processes to
provide efficient strategic planning and decision making between Conferences. Transparency around all
facets of our activities is crucial. Minimising, or even better, eliminating, any duplication of work, whether
this be in support of competitions or for resolving membership issues, will facilitate a more efficient and
effective organisation. We must make it easy for the individual air sports person to engage with the FAI –
be it through the Sporting Licence or air sports activities. The FAI needs to redefine the way it does
business so that it is adequately resourced to be able to achieve the required core activities and step up
to the political aspirations expected by previous General Conferences. These include lobbying at ICAO
and assisting at national levels with arguments to support the individual air sports person access
airspace and operate an aircraft at reasonable cost.
I strongly encourage you to share your thoughts on the ideas presented to design and achieve the
changes I believe are required within FAI to meet future demands. We will need active participation by
as many Members and Commissions as possible. Please let me know if you have any questions,
comments or suggestions on the pathway I have described for the way forward. Now is the time to have
this discussion.
You can contact Bob Henderson via the FAI - Fédération Aéronautique Internationale, Maison du
Sport International, Av. de Rhodanie 54, 1007 Lausanne, Switzerland
Tel: +41 (0)21 345 10 70 Fax: +41 (0)21 345 10 77 or the FAI website https://www.fai.org/contact

A LITTLE SOMETHING TOPICAL TO MAKE YOU SMILE

Reproduced with kind permission from Gary Clark
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Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT)
Charity Commission No.1068451
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org

Through active and ongoing involvement in fund raising and the preparation of grant applications, the
Trust prime focus is improving the public accessibility of the Royal Aero Club Collection and increasing
the availability of bursaries to help young people improve their flying skills.
The Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT) has 2 main objectives:
1.
The Trust's main aim is to enable young people to achieve their full physical, intellectual, social
and spiritual potential through participation in air sports and recreation. To offset financial constraints, the
Flying for Youth Scheme offers initial bursaries to young people aged between 14 and 21 years to
enhance existing qualifications. The Advanced bursaries assist more experienced air sports persons up
to 24 years of age reach the very highest level of achievement such as gaining an instructor qualification
or to compete in international or national competitions.
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries
2.
The Trust through its connection with The Royal Aero Club is concerned to maintain and enhance
the presentation of over one hundred years of aviation history represented by artefacts, memorabilia and
archive documents originally owned by the Club and now owned by the Trust. These are primarily house
with the RAF Museums but also available through the Trust’s “Collections” website
(www.royalaeroclubcollection.org).

NEWS
2020 BURSARIES
33 bursaries were awarded in 2020. Recipients include light aircraft, glider, hang glider, and flight
simulator pilots, skydivers and model aircraft flyers together with a number of advanced bursaries for
applicants with exceptionally skills and experience to enter national and international competitions, and
to qualify as coaches or instructors. However, no applications were received from microlight pilots or
balloon pilots. Previous recipients of bursaries have invariably excelled in their chosen air sports
becoming World Champions and ultimately gaining instructor qualifications and Gold medals.
The full list of 2020 bursary winners can be viewed on
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O9YVv3vK1tQXzOiJ3ux2wwDh6J_1506q/view

the

Trust

website:

Given the pandemic uncertainties and restrictions facing air sports this year, the Trust has made a
decision to extend the period in which recipients are to successfully have gained target qualifications by
12 months to 31 December 2021.
That said, 9 bursary winners have already successfully gained target qualifications and claimed their
bursaries and a further 7 are training despite COVID restrictions. A number have deferred training until
next year as have the majority of the advanced bursary recipients who had planned to compete in 2020
national and international competitions, rescheduled to take place next year.
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The Royal Aero Club Trust has been offering bursaries for some 20 years and a wide range of grants
have been awarded. Activities available in the programme include gliding, hot air ballooning, paragliding,
hang gliding, sports parachuting, flying microlights, piloting motor gliders, light aircraft and helicopters,
and building and flying model aircraft (including drones). Bursaries are also available for Personal
Computer or Flight Simulator pilots wishing to have their first experience of an air sport.

SOME OF THE 2020 RAeCT BURSARY WINNERS

The John Downer Bursary: Shayan Hassanbigi

Patron’s Scholar: Alice Gomm, advanced Sky-Diver
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Aeromodelling: George Issacs

2021 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
The Royal Aero Club Trust is delighted to announce its bursary scheme for young people for the
2021 season





Aged between 14 years and 21 years; or for a follow-on bursary 24 years
Have a basic air sport qualification
Wish to advance your air sport qualifications but lack the funds
Would up to £1,000 help you realise your air sport ambitions

The bursaries include The Patron’s Scholarships (2 bursaries each worth up to £750); the Peter
Cruddas Foundation Scholarship worth up to £1,000; the Breitling Bursary, worth up to £500; the
Bramson Bursary, worth up to £500; the George Farha Bursary; the John Downer Bursary; the
Andrew Brownsword Bursary and a number of additional bursaries, including one kindly provided by
the Crocker family in memory of the late Jim Crocker and one kindly provided by Pooley Flight
Equipment Ltd. These latter bursaries are worth up to £500 each.
RAeCT awards are open to anyone between 14 and 21 years of age (or 24 years for a follow-on
bursary) wishing to develop their interest in either air sports or aviation.
THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 31st MARCH 2021 and must be submitted through a
Sponsoring Organisation, Club or Association.
Applicants must be UK citizens; resident in the UK and the training and flying can only be conducted at
clubs, associations or training establishments in the UK.
Full details and the rules, as well as the relevant application forms, are available on the Royal Aero
Club Trust web site, www.royalaeroclubtrust.org
The Trust is very grateful to its sponsors who generously provide the funds for bursaries. If you, or your
organisation, would like to assist young people in this way by becoming a Trust sponsor, please make
contact with the Trust or click on “Donations” on the Trust website, www.royalaeroclubtrust.org
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RECENT CHANGES TO THE BURSARY SCHEME
The Trustees agreed significant changes to the Bursary Scheme from 2015. Following consultation with
previous award winners, the Scheme was extended to permit applications from a wider age range (14 to
21 years); and from light aircraft trainee pilots, who have flown solo.
The Scheme also provides financial assistance to trainee balloon pilots, who have to undertake
mandatory examinations. Moreover, the Scheme is also now open to those who fly drones.
Additionally, a new category of bursary was introduced for well qualified air sports participants aged up
to 24 years. Styled the “Follow on Bursary”, the intention is to encourage committed applicants to
reach even higher levels of achievement through, for example, participation in national and international
competitions.
These new opportunities have encouraged an even wider range of young persons to benefit from
participation in a chosen air sport.

To Contact the Bursary Administrator David Bills Bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org

ROYAL AERO CLUB MEMORABILIA
The RAeCT’s collection of Royal Aero Club memorabilia is all housed at the RAF Museum and continues
to be available on-line to aviation researchers thereby providing important public access to archival
material. Similarly, the Trust continues to facilitate access to its historic art collection through display on
line, at the RAF Museum and on loan. The Museum, a long term supporter of the Trust, has been
updated with new exhibits to celebrate the Centenary of the Royal Air Force and the place of Hendon in
the history of British aviation. The Trust has contributed a number of items to the exhibition.

ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Want to give something back to air sports?
the Trust?

Interested in the management and future development of

Then why not apply to become a Trust volunteer
The Royal Aero Club Trust currently seeks volunteers to further strengthen the Trust Management Team
and assist the Trust in its development in the coming decade. If you have a keen interest in air sports
generally or you have particular skills, interest or experience in aviation heritage, fundraising and grant
making, IT, or communications (PR), why not contact the Trust to discuss volunteering opportunities and
the possibility of eventually being appointed to the Trust Management Committee.
If this opportunity excites you then email your interest to the Chairman of Trustees, David Bills
(bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org)

BURSARY SPONSORSHIPS
The Trust is immensely grateful to all sponsors for their generous financial support vital to enable the
Trust to achieve its goals of encouraging air sport youngsters in their chosen air sport and for the
preservation of the Trust’s aviation memorabilia.
For example, the newly donated Pooley Bursary, announced earlier in the year, and awarded to light
aircraft pilot Benjamin Gilmore training for his PPL at the Shropshire Aero Club has been successfully
claimed despite pandemic restrictions.
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https://www.aerobatics.org.uk

NEWS
BRITISH AEROBATICS SPITFIRE RAFFLE
WIN A 45-MINUTE FLIGHT IN THE ICONIC, COMBAT-VETERAN SPITFIRE
The flight, provided by Fly a Spitfire, will take place from the famous war-time fighter station at Biggin
Hill. The total value of the prize is worth over £3,900 and you will have a 1 in 1,000 chance of winning.

Proceeds from the raffle will go towards the British Aerobatic Team training and support fund in
preparation for World and European Championships. Also, from the proceeds of each raffle, British
Aerobatics will make a donation to The Douglas Bader Foundation who, since 1982, has worked
tirelessly to advance and promote the physical, mental and spiritual welfare of persons who are without
one or more limbs, or otherwise physically disabled.
To buy raffle tickets (closing date 12 January 2021)
https://www.raffleplayer.com/britishaerobatics?email=email1&utm_source=email1&utm_medium=email&
utm_campaign=October20

BAeA Tiger Trophy 2020
The prestigious Tiger Trophy was won for a third time by Phil Burgess with an outstanding flight.
My thanks to Nick Buckenham for this report:
It had been 51 weeks since we last got together at an airfield to do our thing in the aerobatic box, and as
that event was the glider nationals at Lasham it has in reality been an even longer year and two weeks
since we last ran a power event – that coincidentally also being at Leicester, on that occasion for the
2019 RV Event, Gunpowder and Don Henry Trophies. I would say “How time flies!” but of course it really
hasn’t during the extraordinary virus pandemic that has smothered normality from the beginning of the
year (depending on where you were in the world at the time), since when the BAeA has been through a
difficult period of delaying and then cancelling most of the contests in our carefully constructed 2020
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calendar of events. However an appropriate degree of careful management as the country has
eventually come out of the enforced lock-down has enabled us to put five competitions back in the
schedule, all unfortunately for power pilots as the higher level of aeroplane sharing for glider peeps
makes the prospect of repeated cockpit sanitisation even tougher for them.
A mildly simplified Tiger Trophy with just one Unknown sequence for each category at Leicester airfield
became the 2020 ice-breaker, and after our very first Friday evening online Zoom briefing the start of
flying on the Saturday morning was delayed for a while by the usual cloud-base concerns, and then
eventually at just after midday a very pleasant affair it became too.

There had been a chance the judges would be sited on the flat roof atop the Leicester tower building, but
CJ Brian McCartney found a large puddle together with rather strong and gusty winds when he ventured
there to inspect so normality prevailed and the panel quickly repaired to the grass on the north side of
the signals square.
A BAeA first I suspect, came in the form of a Warm-Up flight ably conducted by Nick Wakefield who
showed us all how his ‘normal’ Advanced Free Known should go. At this point the cloud-base was
helpfully rising through 2,800ft and Nick was quickly followed by the first contest flight from Andy McKee
with his orange Spitfire look-alike Twister. The wind was pretty much straight down Leicester’s Rwy-28
and thus not a significant issue for pilots’ cross-box decisions, and in rather less than three hours we had
all fifteen competition flights comfortably completed.
There were some very fine performances for us all to see, judged with care, appropriate mask-wearing
and social distancing by Brian’s small team, and by mid-afternoon under a fine blue sky we had the
event completed. all four categories were represented in the top five spots, all of them jostling in a
remarkably narrow band of less than two percentage points, the lower ranks then spreading downwards
as usual with a smattering of unintended errors and the occasional hard zero. As ever, lessons to be
learned.
For not the first time a delighted Phil Burgess scooped the lovely trophy to give us an Unlimited winner in
2020, his previous victory in this event being back in 2015 with the same DR-107 but on that occasion at
Advanced. An oh-so-close one-tenth of a percent behind Phil was Sports pilot James Seward in his Pitts
and still in the 78% band came Maciej Kulaszewski in his six-pot Extra. Congratulations to the winners,
condolences to the not-so-lucky on this occasion though of course there were also many other category
medalists as you can see from the results and the winners line-up photo in the collection below. Now we
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have just a few days to wait until the next event at Sleap, where with luck we can enjoy a similar degree
of helpfulness from the weather.

It was really good to see quite a few BAeA ‘old hands’ who came and went during the course of the day.
LAC’s Anne French was pleased to report no noise complaints received, and there was a fair crowd of
knowledgeable onlookers to pass their own judgement on the flying. Despite the very strange human-tohuman conditions we all managed to have a splendid day with a great result.
TIGER TROPHY 2020 1st: Phil Burgess

2nd: James Seward 3rd: Maciej Kulaszewski

TIGER SPORTS 2020 UNKNOWN 1st: James Seward

2nd: Ian Gale 3rd: Nick Riddin

TIGER INTERMEDIATE UNKNOWN 1st: Maciej Kulaszewski
TIGER ADVANCED UNKNOWN 1st David Farley

2nd: Yair Yaniv 3rd: Simon Wood

2nd David Kean 3rd Chris Sills

TIGER UNLIMITED UNKNOWN 1st: Phil Burgess

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
From this year membership is £25 for everyone. Pilots wishing to compete will pay fees for each
competition they enter. Membership is not just about being a competitor, but about supporting British
Aerobatics so includes judges, officials and aerobatic enthusiasts.
All are welcome and encouraged to join and support British Aerobatics so please encourage anyone you
know who wants to support aerobatics to do so as well.
https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/membership
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BRITISH BALLOONING AND AIRSHIP CLUB
https://www.bbac.org

Founded in 1965, the BBAC is a volunteer-based organisation which exists to promote the safety,
enjoyment and advancement of lighter-than-air flight in all its forms, hot-air ballooning, gas ballooning
and airships.
The BBAC Members’ website at https://members.bbac.org includes links to the technical office libraries;
sensitive area database; Pilots’ Circular archive; membership database; inspector information; instructor
and examiner information; members’ forum; personal direct debit and membership details etc.

NEWS
My thanks to Allie Dunnington for the following reports:

BRISTOL INTERNATIONAL BALLOON FIESTA FLY OUT ASHTON COURT
3rd AUGUST 2020
Instead of having a full Fiesta there was only did one flight but on a really lovely morning. But it was a
superb top secret dawn flight!
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As restrictions didn’t allow for any larger gatherings, this year’s Bristol Balloon Fiesta had to be
downsized and kept secret from the public. A plan was made to launch from an undisclosed site during a
suitable slot. Only crews, selected VIPs and media could take part but the aim was to lift the spirits of
citizens after lockdown. The Bristol Balloon Fiesta (http://bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk) is the largest annual
hot air balloon event in Europe and normally attracts more than 500,000 visitors, in what is the UK’s
most iconic ballooning city.
More than 40 colourful hot air balloons filled the skies above Bristol on that beautiful sunny morning.
Chris Allcock, chairman of the Fiesta said: “Social distancing means that we cannot gather in large
numbers in parks and Bristol’s open spaces, but we are inviting Bristolians to watch and enjoy the
balloons from the safety of their own doorsteps and gardens.”
Allie Dunnington was part of this stunning fly past and piloted the brand-new Gloucestershire County
Cricket balloon. Allie says: “It’s always such a thrill to launch from and amongst other balloons. Winds
and weather were perfect and everybody on the ground came out to watch and wave at us! Truly and
unforgettable morning. I think people were just happy to see the balloon flying again. A sign of normality
in Bristol city!”

(Allie Dunnington in #GoGlosCRICKET)

Allie also took part in a Cameron 31 hopper (the multi-colour one) in a spectacular NIGHT GLOW in
front of the Ashton Court mansion house on 5 th August 2020.
You can watch the full video here by Googling #nightglow2020, https://www.tweet247.net/404.php and
https://www.bbc.co.uk/events/e4qfbp/live/c3rp5v [Ed.]
Linked to the annual Bristol International Balloon Fiesta are normally two stunning and entertaining night
glows held in Ashton Court attracting thousands of spectators from all over the country and abroad. But
again, sadly this year the restrictions on social gatherings meant that this couldn’t happen. Instead the
organizers came up with a fabulous alternative: a secret but even more spectacular night glow with only
12 small balloons, but a rope acrobat, a live DJ, fireworks, drone footage and light spectacle. All set in
front of the illuminated Ashton Court Mansion house.
Allie said: “To be part of this late-night event was really magic. The sound show was spectacular and the
artist suspending herself from the bottom of the balloon was absolutely fascinating. Being part of the
nightglow team operating our multi-colour small balloon was quite stressful as one had to listen very
careful to the instructions given by the nightglow director, Ian Martin, over headsets and radios, whilst
watching not to overheat the envelope.”
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MUSIC IN THE SKY OVER BRISTOL!
Allie Dunnington took to the skies on 1 st September in a Sky Orchestra performance in Bristol of a new
composition by composer Dan Jones, commissioned by Bristol Old Vic https://vimeo.com/453975835
Whilst the wind wasn’t strong enough this time, for the balloons to get across the city, the experience for
those on the ground was still spectacular performed by an incredible line-up of Bristol musical and
artistic contributors. Grant Marshall, founder member of Massive Attack, Stew Jackson, current writer
and producer for Massive Attack and Adrian Utley, founder member of Portishead, were all involved in
either creating or playing on the sound track. Outgoing Bristol City Poet Vanessa Kisuule contributed
poetry, whilst renowned theatre and TV writer, composer and sound designer Elizabeth Purnell created
the string arrangements. Drew Morgan was the cello soloist for the piece. “This year it took several
attempts to find a suitable weather slot”, said Pete Dalby, organiser of the 7 balloons, “but in the end we
had a brilliant calm slot”.
The Sky Orchestra has also performed in Derry, for the UK City of Culture 2013 and in London to herald
a year to go to the 2012 Olympic Games. They launched the 2007 Sydney Festival and in 2006 in
Stratford-upon- Avon for the Royal Shakespeare Company.
Allie said: “Being part of Sky Orchestra for a third time was certainly a highlight of the ballooning
experiences this summer. Winds were extremely slow, so we didn’t fly far but in fact we found a ‘box
wind’ at higher altitudes and gently drifted back to the park where we landed after 40mins. Drifting in the
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skies surrounded by this indescribably eery music is just wonderful. I felt as if I wanted to just carry on
floating forever…”
The Sky Orchestra is made up of seven hot air balloons, each with speakers attached, which take off (at
dawn or dusk) and fly across a city.

Sky Orchestra is an experimental artwork bringing together performance and music to create visual
audio installations within the air and within the mind. Developing music specifically for sleeping people
which is delivered at dawn from out of the sky, this artwork is created by artist Luke Jerram in
collaboration with composer Dan Jones.

Luke Jerram (Photo: @JonCraig_Photos)
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(Photo: @JonCraig_Photos)

Each balloon plays a different element of a musical score, creating a massive audio landscape which
plays directly into people's homes below.
A form of provocative urban art, Sky Orchestra questions the boundaries of public artwork, private space
and the ownership of the sky.
For more information about Sky Orchestra http://www.skyorchestra.co.uk

KEYWORKERS CHARITY FLIGHT 5th SEPTEMBER 2020
Various balloon companies and individuals, including local Bristol pilots Derek Maltby and Allie
Dunnington, were keen after lockdown to offer something special to key workers from all professions
who kept working hard during the worst of the pandemic.
So invitations were sent out to key organisations and hospitals to nominate a few of their workers, staff,
nurses and doctors to step on board of a hot balloon and fly over Bristol. In the end, 32 balloon teams
offered free spaces to those key workers.

The Lord Mayor of Bristol, Jos Clark
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The flight finally took place on the morning of the 5th of September with a launch from Bristol’s Ashton
Court. The Lord Mayor of Bristol, Jos Clark and her husband, joined the event and were proud to see
such an enthusiasm and support from the balloonists to the wider community.

Allie Dunnington had a young district nurse from Southmead on board. She was actually quite frightened
at first Allie thought. But once they lifted off as one of the first balloons she just couldn’t stop saying how
wonderful this was and how lucky she felt having been nominated to get this very special treat. Allie said
they had a brilliant flight track and cruised right over the city harbour with the SS Great Britain, then over
St. Mary Redcliffe church and Temple Mead train station before landing.
https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2020-09-06/forty-balloons-take-flight-to-thank-nhs-key-workers
https://www.totalbristol.com/lifestyle/key-workers-joy-at-balloon-flight

HAV AND 2EXCEL PARTNERSHIP SET UP FOR AIRLANDER 10
Hybrid Air Vehicles Ltd (HAV) and 2Excel Aviation announced that they have formed a partnership to
operate their Airlander aircraft in a variety of roles. HAV’s Airlander 10 is part of one of the research
streams that aim to decarbonise aviation and should fly with ninety per cent fewer emissions, compared
with conventional aircraft.
The role of 2Excel in the partnership will be to develop efficient operations for Airlander’s early adopters
in mobility, travel, logistics, and surveillance and communications
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. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE AERODYNAMIC PROFILE OF AIRLANDER 10
Airlander 10 already burns significantly less fuel than comparable aircraft. It is GAV’s vision is to get to
zero-carbon flight and have actively taken steps to develop electric propulsion for Airlander 10.

HAV have significantly reduced the aerodynamic drag when compared to the prototype, reducing fuel
burn and therefore operating costs and environmental impact. This drag reduction has come from
modification to the hull shape. Working closely with the Mercedes-AMG Petronas F1 Team Applied
Science team, in their wind tunnel at Silverstone, HAV tested a 1.3m long physical model of Airlander
that enables them to add or remove ‘features’ so they could understand what works and what doesn’t.

Alongside this physical testing, HAV have invested heavily in computer simulation of the aircraft via
computational fluid dynamics (CFD) to help scale the information from the wind tunnel up to the full-size
production aircraft and to correlate the wind tunnel data to the flight test data from the full size prototype.
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The HAV aerodynamics team used a combination of CFD and wind tunnel testing. CFD involved the use
of high-performance computers and complex mathematical codes to calculate and analyse the airflow
over the computer-generated models for the main aircraft components.

To read about the main design changes: https://www.hybridairvehicles.com/news-andmedia/overview/insights/a-closer-look-at-the-updated-airlander-10-design/
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British Gliding Association (BGA) www.gliding.co.uk
The British Gliding Association is the governing body for the sport of gliding in the UK, representing and
providing services to some 8500 UK glider pilots and 80+ clubs that are spread throughout the UK from
the north of Scotland to the SW tip of England. Clubs range from small, member-run clubs to some of the
largest gliding clubs in the world.
Developing and promoting gliding the BGA provides advice and assistance to clubs on a wide range of
topics, including finance, regulation, operations and marketing as well as being responsible for managing
training standards, UK gliding competitions and for the British Gliding Team.

NEWS
THE GRAHAM ENGLAND TROPHY
The Vintage Aircraft Club have awarded glider pilot Zoe Mallam The Graham England Trophy (Young
person’s contribution to aviation). Many congratulations Zoe.

TOWING TRANSPONDER CODE
A transponder code (0034) has been approved for use for sailplane towing. Any transponder equipped
aircraft conducting towing operations can use it in the course of towing, including descending after the
tow, etc.
If crossing controlled airspace while towing (eg class D or E) a pilot may be asked to squawk a different
code for identification. We suggest pilots use 7000 if on transit to a retrieve in class G.
Any club that has a pre-existing agreement on transponder codes with a local air traffic unit should
discuss the situation before changing the code used.
Details are listed in the AIP under ENR 1.6 ATS Surveillance Services and Procedures.
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UK JUNIOR GLIDING
UK Junior Gliding is dedicated to promoting the sport of gliding for young people. If you are a Junior pilot,
ie a pilot aged 25 or under. https://members.gliding.co.uk/junior-gliding/
The Junior Development Team “met” in the ether early in October and have put together various evening
presentations and the Sunday night Condor races to keep you entertained this autumn whilst we can’t do
the Winter Series. Join UK JG every Thursday evening (20:00) for competitive racing tasks all from the
safety of your own home. Races will be done of the popular Condor: The Complete Soaring Simulator
and
LIVE
STREAMED
here
on
the
UK
Junior
Gliding
Facebook
Page
https://www.facebook.com/ukjuniorgliding
The UK JG also have a series of ePresentations

Checkout the YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES section in this Newsletter for more
information about UK Junior Gliding

BGA RADIO TELEPHONY COURSE
The BGA radio telephony course is now online. It is intended for both glider pilots who want to gain an
FRTOL (Flight Radio Telephony Operator’s License) and those who already have one but want a
refresher.
They are teaching radio usage from a gliding point of view, rather than from a powered GA point of view
– so it will be directly useful for glider pilots who fly cross country.
The course is a set of slides and video presentations which use the example of a flight in a glider to
teach the content of a full FRTOL. Whilst it would be entirely possible to learn the material purely by selfstudy, we plan to run one or more online courses (depending on the numbers interested) using
videoconferencing to allow for discussion, questions, practice and coaching.
There is no charge for this course https://www.ruskin.me.uk/bga-frtol-course

RADIO TELEPHONY COACHING SCHEME
The BGA would like to try and link people wishing to do the BGA RT course with people who can help
them. If you know how to use the radio, and are prepared to coach people (remotely), then please let
Paul know and he will try and link you to suitable students. paul@ruskin.me.uk
Or what about organising something directly at your club?
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IS YOUR CLUB IN NEED OF FINANCIAL BOOST?
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund (PWMF) is a fund established in 1978 in memory of the late BGA
President, Philip Wills, to encourage “the promotion of sporting and recreational flying in gliders”.

To date, the Fund has achieved its objectives largely by making loans to BGA clubs at favourable rates,
to help them with capital projects such as the purchase of land or equipment. The trustees are
passionate in their belief that clubs will need to continue investment in such infrastructure spending if
they are to thrive in the future.
If your club would like to be considered for a loan from the Fund, or if you or your Club have a proposal
which you think should be considered by the Fund, please talk to us please go to this link to download
the appropriate application forms. https://members.gliding.co.uk/pwmf/
or start by emailing
Stephen@srlynn.co.uk in the first instance.

BGA INSTRUCTOR COURSES https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/?event_category=4892
Depending on Civid-19 restrictions these courses may take place online.
A Module:
2JP
C Module
2JP

5th December 2020
6th February 2021

9am - 5:30 pm
9am - 6:00 pm

ONLINE
Tring Road, DUNSTABLE LU6

13th March 2021

9am - 6:00 pm

Tring Road, DUNSTABLE LU6

1st May 2021

9am - 6:00 pm

Tring Road, DUNSTABLE LU6

22nd-28th March 2021

9am - 6:00 pm

Tring Road, DUNSTABLE LU6

5th-11th June 2021

9am - 6:00 pm

Tring Road, DUNSTABLE LU6

2JP
D Module
2JP
2JP

If you are interested in learning more about future competitions and awards please contact the BGA
office 01162 892956 or email compscommittee@gliding.co.uk
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http://www.bhpa.co.uk
From its head office in Leicester the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) supports a
country-wide network of recreational clubs and registered schools, and provides the infrastructure within
which hang gliding and paragliding in the United Kingdom (UK) thrive.

NEWS
Very few UK competitions have been held at home or abroad. The relaxation of lockdown has allowed
local and cross-country flying, sometimes under severe restrictions. Some pretty determined flying has
seen the UK XC Leagues running at around 70% of their 2019 total distances, a surprising figure when
you consider that the best three months of the flying season were lost.
For the future, all bets are off. The British Winter Nationals and the BGD Weightless competitions,
scheduled for Colombia in the New Year, both hang in the balance. Tentative planning is going ahead on
the 2021 season of domestic and international competitions, but nothing is definite.

BRITISH OPEN PARAMOTOR CHAMPIONSHIPS
The British Open Paramotor Championships, one of the first UK aviation competitions since
lockdown was held under the government Covid guidelines and restrictions between 13th -16th August.
22 tasks flown, loads were Accuracy and skittles landings.
The committee very nearly cancelled the event at the eleventh hour; in the end it turned out to be a
fantastic event. Meet Director Barney Townsend said: “The atmosphere, driven by the people there, had
some kind of new energy to it. Many subtle factors contributed to this, but I suspect that release from
Covid lockdown left people with a genuine desire to get out and have some real fun with friends old and
new.” Six pilots entered the new Club Class competition, designed so that those with some experience at
CP level could enter in teams from their local clubs. There is no question that their hunger for flying and
learning brought a more inclusive environment to the whole event.

Pilots, coaches and helpers of the CP class at the Paramotor Open (L-R): Alard Hufner (helper), Mark Hodges,
Phillip ter Woot, Andy Shaw (Coach), class winner Neil Murray, Maiko Schaffrath and Michael Collins (Discovery
group) Photo: Dan Jones
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The first briefing was interrupted by the mother of all thunderstorms, but from then more than nine hours
XC flying was available over the three days of the event, resulting in some amazing feats of navigation.
German visitor Benedikt Bös won the international Open event; 2nd placed Paul Martin became British
Champion for the second time. Danny Kettle won the trike class, Michael Collins the Discovery and Neil
Murray the new Club class.

FAI EUROPEAN PARAGLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS Krkonoše, Serbia
August 23 to September 5
The FAI Category 2 Krkonoše Open went ahead on August 22nd - 23rd as part of the Czech Paragliding
Accuracy League. Many UK pilots enjoy comps in this part of Europe and six attended at at relatively
short notice. For Cherry McMahon it was the first time in the mountains, ending with a personal best for
altitude and duration.
In the first round, Simon Sykes Jnr led the UK pilots in 3rd place 3rd overall. Ben Woodcock, competing
in his first international comp, held his nerve to secure a place in the top ten. In the 2nd round William
Lawrence scored 4cm to regain contention and Katie Sykes climbed to 4th overall with 7cm.
Conditions became a lot more challenging during the 3rd round, causing some very uncharacteristic
mistakes. The UK pilots were no exception and large scores were placed by all, apart from William who
capitalised on the conditions and got himself back into the top ten. A blunder from Dave Mercer saw him
tumble from 8th place to 17th.
In the end Katie Sykes flew excellently, after a long period of no flying, to finish as 2nd female, and the
GB ‘Conflicted’ team – Simon Sykes Jnr, William Lawrence, Ben Woodcock and Cherry McMahon –
narrowly secured second place. Ben Woodcock had an amazing competition, finishing 11th overall as
top young pilot. The first, we hope, of many excellent results to come.
8
10
11
14
15
35

Simon Sykes
William Lawrence
Ben Woodcock
Katie Sykes
Dave Mercer
Cherry McMahon

GB
GB
GB
GB
GB
GB

UP Ascent 3
UP Ascent 4
UP Makalu
UP Ascent 3
UP Ascent 3
UP Ascent 4

1.16m
1.54m
4.17m
5.06m
6.07m
20.00m

My thanks to Team GB Competitor Cherry McMahon for the following report:
Overall, the competition was a success, as someone who has never competed internationally before the
Czech Republic was a brilliant start!! The process of registering online and on arrival was simple and
easy. The organisation executed by the team was phenomenal, especially with Covid as a main hurdle
to overcome this year.
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The competition was run in a relaxed yet effective manner. Due to it being an open competition, it was
made to be friendly and welcoming to pilots of all skills and capabilities, with the aim of enticing more
people to the sport and in my opinion a fantastic strategy and an amazing first international competition
to attend.
Unfortunately, with Covid being a large issue faced by society this year, there wasn’t a huge selection of
competitors from a wide variety of countries. We had a few of the Dutch lot, crazy as ever and gave us a
good night of drinking, Us Brits with our amazing launching abilities, the Czech leading the way in how to
land on the target and then as a bonus the local students showing us how to do a perfect tree landings.
The competition was set out into 5 categories: Women, youths, teams, novice and individual. Again, a
perfect way of encouraging participation from all ranges of ability.
The UK set out two teams combined with the Dutch; Katie Sykes, Aart De Harder, Paul Hendricks and
Dave Mercer were team one followed by Simon Sykes, Ben Woodcock, William Lawrence and I being
the second team.

The conditions of the teams, set by the organizers, were that two pilots must have competed in Cat 1
competitions leaving the other two pilots to be Hobby pilots who were able to focus on their development
rather than the pressure of competing. This also helped to ensure that there were no unfair advantages
within the competition that could deter newer pilots further from participating.
The predominant impression from the squad was that the competition overall was extremely positive and
was hard to fault. As stated before, the team configuration worked well to help encourage less
experienced accuracy pilots to compete in open events. A key highlight in the running of the competition
was how well information was communicated throughout the weekend.

Katie and Simon Sykes

By using effective platforms such as WhatsApp groups and organized briefing times, everyone had
regular updates to ensure any pertinent information was available and circulated amongst the
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competitors. Accommodation and facilities within the area were also readily available with fair prices,
with plenty of locations to choose from it was easy to remain comfortable throughout the weekend.
Unfortunately, we did have some poor weather at times that hindered us from flying allowing us to have
a short 4 round competition. However, a wet weather program had been put in place with a selection of
options from castles to cafes, which entertained pilots instead of sitting miserably on a launch point. This
also included transport to and from each location so that all could be involved instead of there being
limited availability.
The location of the competition itself was beautiful, with sites that people dream about. There’s a certain
element of peace and freedom that you feel on top of mountains which extends to the flying aspect as
well. There were multiple sites available so that regardless of the wind direction the competition could
still go ahead with well-organized transport to take off including gondolas and mini vans! The site that we
ended up using was friendly for both competition and fun flying, as demonstrated by the students next to
the launch point.

Katie Sykes

However, if I was to be super critical of this site the only possible negative I could think of was that you
couldn't see the landing area until you had passed the trees, and with this sometimes launching was
fairly difficult due to sink just before the tree line. This made it rather difficult to prepare a flight plan for
landing especially to pilots with low airtime. Furthermore, the landing field was also on a gradient which
gave the pilots a new challenge of ensuring that they didn't judge their target based on a flat field and
urging them to plan their approaches better compensating for lift.
Finally, the flying order on this experience was the same as the pilot numbers that were allocated upon
registration, meaning that should a team arrive together like we did then all pilots from the team would fly
consecutively. This clearly is different compared to normal flying order being first pilot of every team fly
before the second pilot of every team can. Although this approach had positives aspects, especially for
the hobby pilots who were able to remain comfortable and have some guidance in launching and landing
zones, it did also result in whole teams having different flying conditions, which arguably could be seen
as unfair.
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Ben Woodcock on the podium

TEAM GB in the medals

To conclude, I and many of my teammates will definitely be attending again!! We look forward to
competing in the full three comp series next year!!
A massive thank you to the organising team!! Well done Vlastimil Kricnar for your brilliant organisation of
the competition was a privilege to have attended!!

PARAGLIDING
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS DISENTIS August 15th - 24th
Probably best remembered as the 'To be ...or not to be?' World Cup, the Disentis PWC eventually went
ahead as a wonderful family reunion of pilots, travelling to be together from all across Europe. Four very
successful tasks were held, the Swiss Alps proving very different to the high mountains around Annecy
and Chamonix.
The competitor level was extremely high and revealed a lot of local knowledge. Only three Brits
competed – Julian Robinson, Steve Bramfitt and Seb Ospina, plus Scott Ferembach, whose mum is
English. Swiss pilot Stephan Morgenthaler did what he does best – goes to a World Cup once in a blue
moon and wins it. His convincing 249-point lead after the first task was pretty much impossible for
anyone to challenge, despite task wins from Tilen Ceglar, Stephan Wyss and Honorin Hamard.
The Ladies’ competition was much closer. Seiko Fukuoka Naville (No. 1 on the Ladies' podium at 15
World Cup) and Yael Margelisch (very much on the up at the moment and the first lady to fly more than
500km) took top spot on the podium together. Seb Ospina, who came 4th overall, summed it up:

Seb Ospina (Photo Ulric Jessop)
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“The flying was a mixture of fast and slow, and the pilots who knew when to slow down and what lines to
pick came out on top. All the tasks had a degree of technicality ... and the views were absolutely
stunning!'
Although Disentis was very much a European-based event, the PWCA is committed to continuing to run
World Cup competitions worldwide, wherever and whenever it is safe to do so.
4th: Seb Ospina; 71st Steve Bramfitt and 80th Julian RobinsonGB

ACCURACY
The last weekend in August is the traditionally date of the Classic Accuracy National Championships but
the UK accuracy competition calendar had been suspended, another victim of the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, the Accuracy Panel ran a fun event for those who suffer withdrawal. The hosts were the
GLSW & Surrey Scout PC at their Abingdon site.
Saturday was blown out but flying took place on the Sunday; by the afternoon the 120th flight of the day
against a spectacular sunset. Monday saw constant flying until the 3pm cut-off. The Panel's aim had
been to recreate the atmosphere of a Classic Nationals, but without the competition. Without that
element the flying was purposeful but relaxed and over 200 flights were completed. One ritual of the
Nationals that was not forgotten was the awarding of the Nigel Legg Trophy for service to paragliding
accuracy. This year’s recipient was Jonathan Parkinson.

Perfect touchdown for Andy Webster at the August accuracy event (Photo: Arthur Bentley)
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http://www.bmaa.org
The British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) looks after the interests of microlight pilots and
enthusiasts in the UK. It is an organisation approved by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and aims to
further the sport of microlight aviation, keep flying costs down to a minimum for its members and to
represent them in national and international matters relating to microlight sport aviation.

NEWS
TRAINING IN KIT-BUILT MICROLIGHT AIRCRAFT
THE vast majority of those who responded to a CAA consultation on students being allowed to train in
kit-built microlights have backed the move.
The consultation, which closed in February 2020, resulted in 387 unique responses. 97% of these
responses agreed with the proposal. The CAA stated “Collectively, it was a near complete positive
response for the use of BMAA amateur-built microlights for ab-initio paid-for training. There was a
slightly less favourable result for the use of LAA amateur-built microlights; however, the overwhelming
majority believed that this would be a positive step for the sector.”
The plan is now for the move to go ahead so the CAA can gather safety data.

BMAA AGM 2020
Due to the current Coronavirus implications the BMAA AGM had been postponed and replaced with a
virtual event on the 26th September. BMAA members, who had registered and uploaded Zoom on their
PC/laptop/iPad or Andriod device or phone, were able to also ask questions using Zoom’s Chat facility.
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions the BMAA 2020 AGM could not be held at Popham in May as planned.
The Government passed legislation that allows an AGM to be held virtually even if the Articles of
Association require a physical place and attendance. The BMAA took this option and held an AGM
using the Zoom Webinar system.
The AGM ran as a normal one would have with presentations from the Chairman, the Treasurer and
the CE. Written questions were answered by the Panel. An open Q&A session using the Zoom facility
took place with several questions from members who were also able to speak with the Panel. 40
members of the BMAA were in attendance. Members of the BMAA Council and Staff were present and
able to speak as Panel members. BMAA members were invited to submit written questions in advance.
The event was successful, and whilst not having the same feeling of interaction as a face to face
meeting worked well in the circumstances. Our next AGM is planned for May 1 st 2021 at the Popham
Microlight Trade Fair courtesy of Mike Pearson.
The 2020-2023 elected BMAA Board of Directors, the BMAA Council, are Richard Bisiker, Tim
Burrow, Bill Davis, Rob Grimwood, Rob Hughes, Derek Lamb, John Waite and Eddie McCallum.
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THE BMAA AWARDS
Each year the BMAA recognises special achievements and contributions to microlighting made by our
members by presenting them with a BMAA award. Many of the awards are decided upon by the BMAA
Council members but of course they don’t know who all the deserving members are and so they ask for
nominations to be put forward by you, the BMAA members.
Nominations close 31st December 2020
Log into the BMAA web site, go to the members area and follow the link to the BMAA Awards page.
Read the details of the awards available and complete the short nomination form.
What awards are there?

BMAA SOCIAL MEDIA FACEBOOK GROUP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMAA1 is for current BMAA members to share thoughts and ideas
with each other and the BMAA office staff. Members can also ask questions or ask for advice.

FAI COLIBRI AWARDS
FAI Colibri Badges are international standards of achievement and proficiency and the scheme is to
encourage microlight and paramotor pilots to continue to acquire experience after having gained their
pilot licence by participating in longer distance flights, increasing the total number of hours flown or
competing in FAI competitions.

There are four levels of Colibri. The prestigious Diamond Colibri is awarded by the FAI Microlight
Commission itself for holders of the Silver Colibri badge or higher for an outstanding flying achievement
in the sport of microlight flying.
The other awards are awarded by National associations. The Gold Colibri for completing 300 hours on
Microlight or Paramotor aircraft and competed in two National or FAI recognised international Microlight
or Paramotor competitions as pilot-in-command; completed a tour of at least the distance dM x 14 to a
pre-declared flight plan within 7 consecutive days and hold one of the following: National Microlight or
Paramotor instructor rating; National Microlight or Paramotor record (or have held such a record);
National Microlight or Paramotor seaplane rating plus two 75 km cross country flights on a seaplane or
have participated in an FAI first category event, as pilot-in-command.
The Silver Colibri for completing 100 hours on Microlight or Paramotor aircraft including at least 200
flights and 2 flights to approximately 300m (1000ft) AGL, stop engine(s) complete a 360° turn and land
within 5m of the centre of a given spot (or 2 precision landings in the landing deck with engine stopped,
scoring at least 200 points during an official competition) and four cross country flights of distance dM x
2 with any landing or turn points pre-declared.
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Colibri Silver and Bronze award winner Aaron Mercer, who also got a Bronze!

The Bronze Colibri for 20 hours solo on Microlight or Paramotor aircraft including at least 50 flights; 3
precision landings within 10 m of the centre of a given spot or 3 precision landings with engine on in the
landing deck, scoring at least 50 points during an official competition; 1 precision landing within 20m of
the centre of a given spot from a height of 300m (1000ft) AGL with the throttle fully closed or 1
precision landing in the landing deck with engine stopped, scoring at least 50 points during an official
competition and two cross country flights of distance dM x 1 over a triangular course, one with an outlanding at a designated point along the route, or achieving a positive score in 2 navigation tasks flown
in an official competition.
FAI Bronze Colibri Awards have been awarded to: Mikey McMahon; Andy Phillips, Cameron
Spence

Mikey McMahon

Andy Phillips on right

Cameron Spence
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“Details of the FAI Colibri Scheme can be found from a link on the BMAA website in the information
library on the Microlight Open Series page,” said Frank Hodgson, who’s the joint awards administrator
with Neil King, says “Taking on the challenge of doing a Colibri Award is a fun way of improving your
flying skills and becoming recognized as having achieved an international standard. A Colibri Award
also goes towards the BMAA Wings Award Scheme.”
https://www.bmaa.org/the-bmaa/bmaa-awards/colibri-awards

MICROLIGHT TRADE SHOW 2021 - POPHAM AIRFIELD
A date for your 2021 diary, all being Covid well, the annual Microlight Trade show is back in 2021 at
Popham Airfield on Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd May 2021
The BMAA will be holding their annual AGM during the event. It will be on Saturday 1st May at 13:00
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https://bmfa.org
The British Model Flying Association (BMFA) is the body elected by the Royal Aero Club to be
responsible for all aspects of flying model aircraft in the UK.
With over 850 clubs and approximately 36,000 members the whole of the UK is administered from the
Head Office. Locally there are 14 "Area" committees which meet periodically and are attended by club
delegates who can, through various channels open to the "Areas", propose changes or additions to the
running of the sport which are then voted upon at Council meetings held at the Head Office. If passed,
the changes will be incorporated in the guidelines produced by the organisation and published in the
"BMFA Handbook".

NEWS
2020 NATIONALS CANCELLED
The 2020 Nationals which were to be held over the August bank holiday weekend were cancelled due to
Covid-19 safety concerns. But you can still get a flavour of what makes the event so unique as while
they have a collection of Nationals videos from 2019 to yesteryear they have put social media calls for
the real video gems that they know will be tucked away in BMFA members’ video collections.
https://www.facebook.com/BMFAOfficial/

CAN WE STILL FLY?
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Government advice on Covid alert levels in ENGLAND: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alertlevels-what-you-need-to-know
in WALES: https://gov.wales/coronavirus in SCOTLAND: https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
and in Northern Ireland: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19

ASSISTANT TEAM MANAGER VACANCY
GBR RC SCALE 2021 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM
The Scale Technical Committee (STC) are looking for an assistant team manager to support the team
manager Graham Kennedy and the GB team at the RC scale World Championships which will be held in
Norway in 2021 (or possibly 2022 as a result of the impact of Covid 19).
Ideally, the STC would like the assistant team manager to have experience of the international
competition environment, have a good working knowledge of all aspects of the F4 classes and the FAI
Sporting Code but there is much advice and support available for the role.
Duties will include preparations ahead of the championships, assisting in the organisation of team
training, planning of travel arrangements, booking of team accommodation, and day to day management
of the team and any issues arising during the event.
The ability to communicate well, manage people and the possession of good interpersonal skills are
essential to the post
If you are interested, please contact the STC Secretary, Doug Hunt, enclosing a short CV.
dfh.htriples@ntlworld.com

CLUB CORNER IN THE BMFA NEWS
if you would like you club profile to be featured or have any worthy news items that could be of interest to
the wider members please drop Andy Symons an email to andy@clubcorner.bmfa.uk with details.
Ideally a club profile should be 500 – 100 words (preferable submitted as a word document) with up to 6
pictures with accompanying captions. Pictures should be sent as separate files, as high definition as
possible.
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THE FAI AEROMODELLING SCHOLARSHIP
Since 2011, an annual scholarship of €2000 is awarded to pilots aged between 16 and 21 to help fund
young pilots’ education.
Any young Aeromodelling pilot can be nominated, as long as they are between 16 and 21 years old. On
the form, the nominated pilot must list their education plans and achievements and, of course,
Aeromodelling results. the nomination must also include a personal letter of one page written by the
nominated person, on the following topic: What role did Aeromodelling play in your life and what are your
aspirations for the future?
https://www.fai.org/news/aeromodelling-scholarship-and-spirit-flight
Get your applications in as the BMFA will send the nomination to the FAI Office before 15th
November in order to be considered for the following year.
Contact the BMFA’s Awards Committee admin@bmfa.org

2020 BMFA FREE FLIGHT FORUM
The thirty-sixth BMFA Free Flight Forum will be held on Sunday, November 15th ONLINE using Zoom.
The cost has been reduced to £5 to reflect not being able to attend in person en masse at the National
HQ Buckminster.
If you wish to attend you must register using the link on https://freeflight.bmfa.org/2020-free-flight-forumnovember-15th-2020
The schedule allows for questions, breaks between presentations and set-up time.
1000
Webinar opens – preliminaries
1015
Mike Fantham – Introduction
1030
Simon Dixon – The models of Ray Monks
1100
Mike Woodhouse – Tame your F1B and related thoughts
1130
John Emmett – Possible future uses for electronics in Free Flight (rule changes may be
needed)
1200
Peter Martin – Simulated 3D Flight Dynamics- An approach to gain insight for trimming and
aircraft development
1230
Lunch break
1300
Sue Johnson – What next for a Lady Flyer?
1330
Phil Ball – Building in lock-down
1400
Andy Sephton – F3-RES … RC for the ageing Free Flighter?
1430
Mike Fantham – Close
The FFTC is part of the British Model Flying Association (BMFA), here https://freeflight.bmfa.org/ you
can find information on BMFA Free Flight flying activities organised by the FFTC. There is a page on the
model flying organisational structure – including the FFTC itself – and a page for local and national
contacts.

2020 FREE FLIGHT FORUM REPORT
Complete the form to order a copy of the 2020 Free Flight Forum Report containing the papers from the
2019 meeting. (£12 UK, £15 Europe, £17 Rest of world). https://freeflight.bmfa.org/2020-free-flightforum-november-15th-2020

46

FREE FLIGHT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
FFTC VACANCIES FOR 2021
3 members of the current committee will have completed their two year terms at the end of 2020 and so
there will be 3 vacancies to be filled. Nomination forms will be sent to club secretaries and Fellows in the
next few weeks. Nomination forms can be submitted by a club, signed by a club official, or Fellows. The
forms will contain the full details including the deadline time and date for receipt of nominations in the
BMFA office.

ENABLEMENT & ACCESSIBILITY ADVISOR
Neil Tucker has become the first the BMFA’s first Enablement & Accessibility Advisor. This new role
provides a conduit for practical support and advice for disabled fliers and also to offer support and advice
to BMFA clubs regarding disabled issues.

Neil has been a BMFA member for over 15 years and a self-confessed “propeller head” for more than
50! He also flies full sized aircraft and is an Aerobility Trustee https://www.aerobility.com/. Neil took his
first solo flight at the age of 18 and, following a 34 year break, flew solo again in 2019 with Aerobility.

BMFA VACANCIES
R/C Power Achievement Scheme Controller (SFAS Controller): The position becomes due for
election at the end of this year and is for a 2 year term and be an experienced flyer with preferably a
background as an Examiner and/or Instructor. The successful applicant will be required to attend at least
2 Achievement Scheme Review Committee meetings per annum.
Please send your CV to arrive no later than 6th November 2020 to: BMFA Office, Chacksfield House
31 St Andrews Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE
Achievement Scheme Review Committee: There are 3 Committee vacancies for 2021. You should be an
experienced flyer, preferably a background as an Examiner and/or Instructor, and be committed to the
aims and objectives of the Achievement Scheme. Completed applications to reach BMFA HQ by 6 th
November 2020.
For further information on both these positions contact BMFA Honorary Secretary Mark Benns
admin@bmfa.org 0116 2440028

NEW CLUB MEMBERS SOUGHT
The Eddystone Model Flying Club, just outside Plymouth, is open for new member applications:
https://eddystonemfc.bmfa.org
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FORTHCOMING 2020 CONTESTS & EVENTS
For the BMFA Events Calendar check out https://bmfa.org/Contests-Events/Contest-and-Event-Calendar
where you can find details of your local affiliated club and when they meet and what you can fly there, be
it as a complete novice or an advanced flyer.
Many events and competitions have been cancelled due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. For events
that may be taking place checkout https://events.bmfa.uk

SAM 35 FREE FLIGHT COMPETITIONS http://sam35.org.uk
MODEL HELICOPTER COMPETITIONS: http://www.3dchampionship.co.uk

THE BRITISH DRONE RACING ASSOCIATION (BDRA)

https://bdra.uk
The BDRA is a not for profit organisation. Run by FPV pilot formed to promote the sport of FPV racing
and multi rotors in general. Their aim is to develop the sport and give FPV pilots a voice within the model
aircraft world as a specialist organisation under the BMFA.
BDRA Membership is reduced to £5 for the remainder of the year. Existing members who paid full price
will have half price membership next year or a partial refund. Existing members who do not wish to
participate this year can have free membership next year or a refund.

CHAIRMAN BENJAMIN BLACKBURN RELINQUISHES BATON
It was with reluctance Benjamin made a difficult decision to stand down in late August as chairman of the
BDRA as a new career now left him with a lot less free time and passed the baton to William Annison.
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Benjamin says
“I have enjoyed my time at the head of the committee and do feel we have made some positive changes
over the course of the last 2 years. The fact we had more members and more races in 2019 than any
other year stands testament to our achievements. We have had some great feedback from the races we
organised too, having a big screen and highly visible inflatable gates and along with the simulators at
Weston really engaged the public was a highlight for me. I am also very grateful for being able to
participate in DSI and immensely proud of what the BDRA team achieved in Korea.
It’s such a shame though we haven't been able to build on the success of 2019 due to Covid-19. This
year has been strange for all but the committee are doing the best in the circumstances and with a
fantastic effort of the race organisers.
I do not intend to turn my back on the BDRA and will be able to contribute on a much smaller scale but
for now it's time for somebody else to steer the ship.”

BDRA AGM 2020
The British Drone Racing Association held its Annual General Meeting online on Sunday 1st November
2020. See the forthcoming WINTER 2021 issue of this Newsletter for a report
Drone racing is growing and a record numbers of pilots are in the BDRA who always seems to be
something coming up to make people go WOW!

BRITISH CHAMPSIONSHIP 2020
It is with regret that the BDRA decided to not run a British championship event this year despite having
worked tirelessly to get the season going, and with the support of our members and event organisers
and had been a great success. The championships were planned to be held at Weston Park model air
show but this show was cancelled. BDRA have spent a lot of time pouring over the regulations and the
Association feels that while it could be a possibility it would not be responsible to hold an event with the
currently increasing virus cases being reported and potential local lockdowns which could affect
competitors or venues.
This is not the end to the season they wanted but felt it was the right thing to do. The final standings will
be confirmed and reported in the WINTER 2021 issue of this Newsletter when all the results are
finalised, so watch this space.

Aviation and Maritime Confidential Incident Reporting
The first edition of Drone and UAS FEEDBACK is now available to download from the CHIRP website
www.chirp.co.uk and their app.
If you would like any more information on drone racing then please see https://bdra.uk or visit their
Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/BritishDroneRacing/?ref=search&__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARANICP1FhVb5kHPF4PpbKQvYz4Jz_kqz_PGpUznrbNUS0FBGudA43Zt86RxdYunsZ36ChNvg43T7-1
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http://www.precisionflying.co.uk
Responsible for the promotion and day-to-day running of Rally and Precision Flying competitions
within the UK and the selection of pilots and crew to represent Great Britain at international
competitions organised under the auspices of the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI).
VFR navigation skills developed during the Private Pilots Licence (PPL) course are all too quickly
forgotten as reliance is placed on GPS systems. Check out our video https://vimeo.com/57272236
New members, flying and non-flying, are always welcome. Contact http://www.precisionflying.co.uk
for further information.

NEWS
This year should have seen the BPPA Team GB off to Stellenbosch in South Africa, Stellenbosch for
the 2020 FAI World Rally Championships. The Championships have been postponed till November
2021.

AIR RALLY Husum Schleswig-Holstein, Germany 2020
Whilst nearly all National and International Air Rally and Precision competitions were cancelled from
March this year the German Air Rally Association held a very successful and well run National Rally in
Husum Schleswig-Holstein 14-16 August 2020.
UK support was limited by need to refuel in Netherlands, which would have meant 14 days
quarantine! But BPPA Chairman Roddy Blois and new Navigator Will Quilter had the range in
Roddy’s C172 with added wing tanks, to avoid Holland and were placed 6th from 33 German entrants
in the Rally section.
Chris Barnes and Roddy also competed in the Precision competition, coming

PRECISION AND RALLY FLYING
Both these disciplines are NOT a race; they are about accurate navigation, observation, timing and an
accurate landing(s) at the end. The difference is Precision is a solo event flown to a pre-planned
course marked with headings and timings and spot landings on return to the take-off airfield. There
are three sections: First a flight planning (theory) test. The route is worked out by the competitor
having to calculate the distance, ground speed, time and heading of each leg of the route based on a
constant airspeed and a given wind factor. No aviation or scientific calculators are allowed and pilots
have to use the traditional “Whizz Wheel”. Penalties are allocated for every incorrect calculation of
time or heading and only very small tolerances are allowed. Second is the flying test. Pilots have fly
along a track at a nominated speed and accurate to the second while also identifying photographs
and ground markers along the route and are needed to be marked on the chart. Finally,
Checkout Florian Films’ video “An Introduction to Precision Flying” https://vimeo.com/84406948
Rally is two up with a chart and has a much shorter time on the ground prior to take-off than in
Precision because the navigator, in the aircraft, has to plot the route from a sheet of clues that could
be a direction and distance from a known point, be that of a VOR, a LAT/LONG or from a previous or
future turning point or any combination (any selected point must be on the map) with a mix of nm and
klm. You also have photos taken by the organiser for you to identify and mark on your map as well as
ground targets, when spotted, to mark on your map. Like Precision there are also spot landings to be
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done on your return. Finally the landing section, the pilot has to do 4 landings from 1000ft on
downwind. 2 of the landings are glide approaches (one flapless) and the other 2 are powered
approaches (one over a 2 meter barrier). Pilots aim for a two meter deep stripe painted on the runway
and penalties are awarded for each meter long or short of the line.
Both Precision and Rally have penalties awarded for each second early or late over certain unknown
check points and turning points as well as for misidentification / misplacement of the ground markers
and photographs.

AIR NAVIGATION RACING (ANR)
ANR is an air sport competition where aircraft are flown along irregular shaped predetermined
corridors at 80 knots with the width of the corridor starting at 0.5nm on day one and getting narrower
and narrower each day until 0.2nm on the final day. The top four at the end of day 4 then fly against
each other to determine the final podium positions.
Crews are handed their competition chart, 1:150,000, with the printed corridor plus start and finish
gates and a mandatory route to and from the airfield forty five minutes before take-off. Anything more
than 30 minutes on flight planning incurs penalty points, and then it’s out to the aircraft, get set up and
taxy for take-off so that you pass the climb out GNSS trigger precisely on time. Roughly five minutes
till you need to fly through the starting gate.

GNSS loggers are used to log the flight track, with timing to the millisecond,
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and there is a scored landing competition either on return to the airfield or on day 5 as was done in
the first World Championships in 2017 at Castellon de la Plana as the airfield was also home to a very
busy parachuting organisation.
Your Editor was proud to have been one of Team GB at this first World ANR Championships along
with Rodney Blois, Dave Reid and Chris Barnes.

Hopefully 2021 will see UK training and competitions as well as the usual invitation to join the French
friendly Rally and Precision Competitions again.
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BRITISH SKYDIVING
www.britishskydiving.org
On 1st February 1984, parachuting became a permitted activity, subject to the grant by the CAA of a
written permission, and in accordance with appropriate conditions specified in such CAA permission
documents. The British Parachute Association has been renamed British Skydiving and controls all
aspects of skydiving on behalf of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).
They are a democratic, not-for-profit organisation of individuals whose purpose is to organise, govern
and further the advancement of Skydiving in the UK.
Skydiving is one of today's most exciting sports. Dynamic and colourful, it offers mastery of the air and
the freedom to make the skies your own!
Enjoyment, exhilaration and limitless challenge are available even to the absolute beginner. And at its
highest level, skydiving is an intensely competitive sport which requires finely tuned skills, intimate
knowledge of the air and perfect body control. Many of their teams and individuals compete at
international level and have received numerous medals and world records.

NEWS
My thanks to Angel Fernandez for the following reports:

COUNCIL ELECTION 2021
Three seats on British Skydiving Council become available for elected members at the AGM on Saturday
30th January 2021. The election by full (voting) members takes place not at the AGM but in advance,
over Christmas and the New Year.
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Nominations are currently open and close at noon on Friday 13th November. Council members are
non-executive Directors of British Parachute Association Ltd and among their most important
responsibilities are setting the strategic direction and assuring the good health of our Association.
Visit the nominations site for further information including eligibility and how to stand, for which each
nominee needs a proposer and seconder who, like the nominee, must also be full members. Nominees
and their proposers and seconders should first familiarise themselves with the role profile of a British
Skydiving Council Member (Form 297)
https://britishskydiving.org/wp-content/uploads/Form-297-British-Skydiving-Council-member-roledescription.pdf
and with the duties and obligations of Council Members as Directors (Form 178)
https://britishskydiving.org/wp-content/uploads/Form-178-Duties-and-responsibilities-of-Councilmembers-2020-update-2.pdf as set out in the Articles of Association.
If there are four or more candidates an election will be triggered.

SKYDIVE THE EXPO 2021

The team at British Skydiving had been busy organising Skydive The Expo 2021 and with the Covid-19
situation preparing for every eventually, including the back-up plan of a virtual expo should the need
arise.
However, Angel says that it is with heavy hearts and disappointment that British Skydiving announce the
cancellation of Skydive The Expo 2021, due to take place 29-30 January 2021. The AGM, due to take
place on the morning of Saturday 30th January, will now take place virtually.
Whilst only a short time ago we felt optimistic that January was far enough away to confidently proceed
with our plans, given the growing concerns around COVID-19, the ever-evolving guidance, the
complexity surrounding local lockdowns and the restrictions on international travel makes the probability
of factors outside our control forcing us to cancel the show at the last minute much higher.
Skydive the Expo is an incredibly important event for the whole community and it is one of our favourite
ways to connect with you all and celebrate together - but we need to prioritise the health and safety and
wellbeing of our members, speakers, exhibitors, employees and everyone who helps put Skydive the
Expo on.
The event team will be working hard to bring Skydive the Expo back in 2022 and we will be making an
announcement on how you can attend the virtual AGM as soon as we have finalised the details.
2021 also marks the 60th Anniversary of the Association and we hope to be able to release details of an
event to mark this special occasion in the New Year.
We would like to thank our community for the support that has been shown to us as we all work through
these difficult times.
Accommodation: If you had booked a room with the hotel please contact them directly for a refund and
allow 2 weeks for this to be returned to your account. If you booked through an on-line agency then
please contact them directly.
You can find out more about Skydive the Expo at https://britishskydiving.org/expo/
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
For full members who have already renewed their renewal for the next subscription year, 1 April 2021 to
31 March 2022, this will include a discount for the three-month period of this year, April to June inclusive,
when our sport was grounded.
Full members, who have not yet renewed for the current membership year 1 April 2020 to 31 March
2021, will instead benefit from a pro-rata reduction in this year’s subscription [subscription rates
2020/21]. This means that members renewing from 1 November will pay only for the five months from
October 2020 to March 2021.

FEMALE FLIGHT COURSES
American canopy pilot Jeannie Bartholomew is planning holding female only flight courses in the UK in
groups of 4-14 to improve their canopy skills and have fun.
Contact Kate Lindsley if you are interested to know more kate@britishskydiving.org

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION (BCPA)
https://www.bcpa.org.uk

The BCPA is a volunteer-run, non-profit organisation, set up for the purpose of promoting skydiving at a
collegiate level. The committee is voted in every year at the AGM, held on the weekend of BCPA
Nationals, and positions include Chair, Vice Chair, Events Coordinator, Tour Organiser and Club Liaison.
Want to get involved? Email mail@bcpa.org.uk to find out more.
There are over 30 affiliated university clubs where like-minded people can jump, compete and most
importantly socialise with! Members range from "freshers" who have only recently done their first jump to
graduates with hundreds of jumps who help film, coach and organise at BCPA events.
The BCPA co-ordinates annual inter-university leagues to allow clubs to compete against each other
both in competition (3-way, freefly and accuracy) as well as club achievements (such as obtaining Cat-8
or FS1). This culminates in an awards ceremony at the BCPA Nationals in the summer. Many clubs find
that success here can help to convince their university to allocate them more funding for the subsequent
year!

Karolina Zatorska, BCPA event organiser reported that several BCPA members have been awarded
RAeCT bursaries.
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https://www.fsdp.co.uk
The aim of the Charity is to help disabled people discover their true potential through the mental and
physical stimulation of learning to fly a light aircraft. The challenges they face and overcome help them
to find new confidence and self-esteem in rising above their own personal life difficulties, and help them
to view their future with greater self-assurance.
Since the scheme began nearly 400 disabled people have benefited from learning to fly.

2020 SCHOLARSHIPS
Due to the Covid-19 situation there are no scholarships being awarded for the remainder of 2020.
However, the closing date for 2021 applications is 31st January 2021.
The aim of Flying Scholarships for Disabled People is to challenge and inspire; build up confidence,
self-esteem and future aspirations.
The FSDP Preliminary Selection Board meets in February each year, and a short list of 18
candidates is drawn up after all the year’s application forms have been assessed. These applicants
will be invited to the Final Selection Board, which lasts for three days and which will take place at
RAF Cranwell in Lincolnshire at the end of March. This involves interviews with the Selection Panel, an
informal chat with the Flying Instructors, a medical, an assessment of your ability to access a light
aircraft and a straightforward multiple choice test. Accommodation and full board are provided at
no expense to the scholars at RAF Cranwell.
The scholarships are undertaken at Flying Schools in the UK. They are of three or four-weeks duration
and will include a maximum of 16 or 21 hours flying tuition with associated ground schools in either a
PA-28 or a Microlight. The costs of flying training, ground school, accommodation and food are all
covered. The scholars are responsible for their own travel costs and it is essential that they have their
own vehicle to get to and from the Flying School.
Scholars usually go in groups of two, so it is important to emphasise that the ability to interact with
people who they may only have met briefly at Cranwell is vital. The main objective of the scholarship is
to provide a life changing experience and an improvement in both their confidence and self-esteem.
Scholarships commence with a scholar’s seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are
introduced to their instructors and scholar training partner(s).
You can apply for a FSDP scholarship if you are:






Between 18 and 70 years of age
Weigh 115 kgs or below (230 lbs)
Registered disabled
Resident in the UK
Allowed to drive by the DVLA

Complete the online interest form: https://www.fsdp.co.uk/apply/
Whether a candidate is successful or not in being awarded a scholarship they gain an awful lot through
the process and often continue to stay in contact with FSDP and new friends made at Cranwell.
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FSDP’s LOTTERY – “The 200 Club”
How about the chance to help both the FSDP and win some money for you towards your flying? Print
out the form on the next page, complete and send off to FSDP.

57

58

My thanks to Karen Cox for her report on her FSDP Scholarship experience
Stand by for a cliché… last year, my life was turned around by the amazing charity, Flying Scholarships
for Disabled People (FSDP). To be able to quantify the difference they have made to my life is very
difficult to put into words, but I will give it a go; in the hope that my story encourages someone else to
take up the baton and apply for their own, life-changing scholarship. As clichéd as this all sounds, it
cannot be more heartfelt and honest, and here’s why.

My story begins in the “Jewel of Moray”, Lossiemouth where I have been blessed to live for the past
twenty-two years. I am fifty years old (still getting used to saying that) and have a condition called
Ehlers Danlos Syndrome – Joint Hypermobility type, with fibromyalgia and osteoarthritis joining in the
party. It has slowly reduced my mobility, plus deteriorating mental and cognitive skills had previously
left me with self-doubt and anxiety, even driving the five miles to our local town, filled me with panic in
case I got lost. I finally resigned myself to long term health issues a few years ago, and had adapted
my lifestyle accordingly, but that brought with it its own anxiety-ridden issues, with every activity
involving lots of planning, anticipating every eventuality. Overthinking was paralysing me more than my
health issues did.
Before FSDP however, a big issue for me was whether I should identify myself as disabled? That may
sound daft, but think about it; what do we class as disabled? If someone is missing limbs, paralysed or
diagnosed with MND for example, we would immediately understand that person was “disabled”. But
what about illness/pain/fatigue/cognitive issues? These are equally disabling, but without the physical
proof of, let’s say, a wheelchair or prosthetic limb, it’s a lot harder to identify.
So, in December 2015 I struggled with the dilemma of filling in a Flying Scholarships for Disabled
People application form. Would I be taking a chance away from someone who actually deserved it;
someone who was really disabled? Would they think I was a fraud? Even after I sent the application off,
I continued to question my validity and, needless to say, I was fairly certain in the knowledge I wouldn’t
be picked up for their candidate selection; confident I wouldn’t have to leave the safety of my
Lossiemouth comfort zone.
Well that wasn’t to be the case and at the end of January 2016 I received a letter saying I had been
accepted – I was to attend the selection board at RAF Cranwell in February, along with eighteen other
candidates. This was scary to say the least! I was going to have to spend three days, on my own,
among “strangers”, trying to convince people that I was worthy of a scholarship that I still wasn’t sure I
deserved or qualified for.
During selection, I was among people who had clear physical disabilities, as well as those who had
been through mental illness or had illnesses that affected them physically, and there I was, merely in
pain, fatigued and mentally foggy. However, as much as I felt I wouldn’t receive a scholarship, I was
equally determined to make sure I made the most of the gifted experience and gave the process my
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best efforts. I had my medical, told the Trustees about me and my life, proved I could clamber in and
out of an aircraft safely and took a test I had been struggling for months to “revise” for. I spent three
days with some incredible people and came away with a new understanding of what “disabled” meant
but, more importantly, what it meant to me.
Cranwell gave me the courage to “come out” as someone with disabilities; I used my mobility scooter
locally and risked bumping into people who only saw me in my role as a capable fundraiser for the RAF
Benevolent Fund. I found peace in understand-ing it was ok to class myself as disabled; accepting that
I wasn’t stealing anything away from anyone else. FSDP’s selection process taught me that it’s not
about how disabled someone is, for them it’s about what that person will get out of a scholarship. For
me, that wasn’t the physical act of learning to fly, it was about overcoming my fear of being without my
support network, the fear of not being able to learn and rediscovering a person I used to be and that is
what I had told them.
Three days after returning home, the phone rang and I waited for the gentle let down and explanation
as to why this scholarship wasn’t for me. I still felt that others were more deserving, not because of my
disability level now, but because I would never expect to be given such an opportunity. But I was
wrong, very wrong!
I had been chosen for a scholarship and would be spending three weeks with John Griffin of Gryphon
Aero Club at Kemble airfield in Gloucestershire.
How on earth was I going to manage that! I had never been away from home for more than a week,
and even then, never alone. The idea of packing for three weeks freaked me out even more than the
idea of taking off in a light aircraft. The thought processes of trying to work out how much medication I
would need, what sort of shoes and how many pairs to take, finding a hat (yes, ridiculous I know) and
worrying if the aircraft would be cold and to take gloves threw me into such a frenzy that I had a
cognitive meltdown and couldn’t even work out how many pairs of socks to pack. How on earth was I
going to learn to fly – what had they done? I tried to ready myself for the scholarship, but how can you
prepare yourself mentally for the complete unknown? I may as well have been planning a camel ride
across the Sahara, which seemed more achievable than what I was about to do! All the time knowing
there was no way I was going to come out of the scholarship unchanged, but not grasping how. One
thing was sure though – I was going to wring every last drop out of the opportu-nity. Worst case
scenario, I would have some cool stories to tell any future grandchildren.
In the weeks before I left, I began to realise that my comfort zone wasn’t just a place, it was the people
within that zone too. The ones who laughed at me, put up with me forgetting stuff, rolled their eyes
when I came out with stupid words and the ones who loved me, despite my many flaws. I needed these
people around me, they were like a warm blanket or my favourite slippers, they kept me safe. The
worry of being so far away from my family, home and friends started to weigh heavily on my mind and
butterflies the size of gannets made themselves at home in my belly. All I could think about was not
seeing my husband/daughter/dog/ parrot/ garden/ house/ friends/the sea/beach/Lossiemouth for three
weeks. I was heading into unchartered territory, unknown towns and incomparable experiences,
without even so much as a pair of safety specs or a compass, and I was terrified.
So, it was with bitten nails and shaking hands that I arrived at Kemble and met my instructor, John
Griffin. Little did I know just how much this unassuming, kind and amusing man was going to turn my
life around, all with one simple phrase “stop overthinking”. It takes a patient man to get in an aircraft
with a woman who struggled every flight to remember how to make the cows get bigger or smaller, how
to go faster or even how to slow down. It takes an even more patient man to repeat instructions again
and again, as if they were the first time of telling! Over the weeks, John shouted and pushed me to
challenge myself daily, picked me up when I felt I had failed and dragged me kicking and screaming
from my social comfort zone. When he first asked how far I was from it, I grumpily replied that “I may as
well be on the dark side of the bloody moon”.
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Not once during those hours of flying with John did I feel inadequate, panicky or anxious. I learnt to
take instruction and criticism and I learnt how to adapt the learning to my abilities. John’s patience was
unending and his understanding of my needs was incredible, so, when I had to be helped into my
wheelchair because my legs had given up on me, I felt no judgement. I felt safe.
Slowly, the changes began to happen. They crept up on me and it wasn’t until I found myself in
completely new situations did I spot them as an “FSDP moment”. These moments would appear when I
least expected them: in conversations, I would find myself making decisions and wonder where they
came from, I offered suggestions and would wonder “did I just say that”? Actions and activities that
once seemed impossible were happening with little thought or anxiety and life began to feel that bit
lighter.
Soon, my scholarship had come to an end and I was ready to be reunited with my family. My ultimate
goal had been for me to take my husband and daughter on a flight, without John shouting instructions
and, although they were less excited about the idea than I was, they agreed.

John Griffin, Karen and “back-seating” and husband Rob and daughter Natalie.

John was the perfect co-pilot and hands off throughout the whole flight, allowing me to show off my
skills to my green-gilled passengers – little did my poor husband know that this was the first of many
bumpy flights he was to endure, as we learnt to adjust our home-life with my newly found
independence!
In December 2015 I was too anxious to drive to Elgin. In December 2016 I flew down to Bristol to
attend not one, but two Christmas parties. Once again, with no-one to help me, I travelled alone, except
this time I thoroughly enjoyed it. With no wingman, I collected my hire car and drove to Cirencester. I
would be lying if I said it all went to plan; my first SatNav and hire car experience certainly made for an
interesting journey and I will admit to phoning my husband from a petrol station in the middle of Bristol,
sobbing my heart out because I was lost and scared. As well as that I will admit to forgetting my
walking stick, leaving my mobility scooter key in the hire car and not packing all the clothes I needed but do you know what? The worst happened and I survived. I wasn’t paralysed or scared anymore, I
was living.

61

The next aircraft?

Nine months on and my life is unrecognisable; overthinking is a thing of the past and I approach every
aspect of my life in a calm and practical manner. Of course, my disability hasn’t changed; I am still in
daily pain, lack mobility and can’t remember what I watched on television last night, but none of this
scares me now. As well as that, I am promoting and selling my crocheted items and writing articles for
a magazine (yes, you have them to thank).
Flying Scholarships for Disabled People have literally opened the doors to my world and just in case
you didn’t get the message… they change lives!

Yours could be their next success!
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http://formulaairracing.com
FARA (The Formula Air Racing Association) is the recognised official governing body and sanctioning
authority for Formula Air Racing disciplines. It is the governing body in the UK for the sport known as
formula one air racing and, in cooperation with the American IF1 and French APAF associations it
sanctions those air races around the world in the official Air Race 1 World Cup series. FARA is also the
international sanctioning body for the new electric air racing formula, Air Race E.
The series is run by Air Race Events and led by world-leading air racing promoter Jeff Zaltman, the man
behind the globally successful Air Race 1 series (the gasoline-powered equivalent) and is open to any
team with the necessary qualifications according to the rules of the sport and Formula Air Racing
Association (FARA) will work closely with registered teams to ensure competing pilots are certified to
race as part of the future qualification process.

AIR RACE E LAUNCHES HOST CITY BIDDING PROCESS FOR 2022 RACES
Air Race E, the global air racing series, is pleased to announce the official bidding process for
destinations and venues interested in hosting races during the inaugural Air Race E series scheduled
for 2022.

In addition to races in the inaugural series, interested parties can also apply to host qualification events
which will act as showcase test events to demonstrate the sport and provide additional exposure for the
host venue.
Air Race E founder, and CEO, Jeff Zaltman said: “This is an important milestone for us and we’re
confident the locations we choose will be the perfect destinations for such a moment in history. We’re
excited to reveal more and we encourage anyone interested in being a part of the future of electric
mobility and green motorsport to get in touch.”
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Official Founding Partner Airbus will be one of the main sponsors of the highly anticipated first event as
part of its existing agreement signed at the inception of Air Race E in February 2019.
The organiser has since entered discussions with a number of other partners looking to get behind the
hallmark event in aviation, having recently announced Ansys as its Official Simulation Software Partner.
The bidding process is being managed by Quantum Consultancy, in partnership with Air Race E.
If you are interested in hosting an Air Race E event, or wish to receive further information, please contact
us at: hosting@airracee.com
Expressions of Interest should be received before Sunday 22 November 2020.
For more information go to https://airracee.com
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http://www.hcgb.co.uk
The HCGB membership represents almost all of the private helicopter owners and pilots in the UK
and actively encourages social flying and many members regularly participate in the organised events
as well as organising an annual calendar of events ranging from lunch fly-ins, cross channel
weekends, visits to military establishments and breweries and covering just about anything you can
think of doing.
The HCGB was founded in 1966 to promote the sporting and social use of helicopters but in recent
years the HCGB has come to the fore in defending freedom to fly from new restrictions and expensive
& unnecessary equipment requirements.
There is a range of annual events to participate in from fly outs and social gathering. Members also
benefit from safety days and educational co-operation with the AAIB and NATS.
Members of the HCGB form the British Helicopter Team and compete nationally and internationally in
the World Helicopter Championship and the Helicopter World Cup both at home and overseas.
Annually the HCGB holds its own UK competition event.

NEWS
Nothing to report

Join the Helicopter Club of Great Britain https://hcgb.azolve.com/Account.mvc/Login?ReturnUrl=%2f
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
The Light Aircraft Association (LAA) was established just after the end of World War Two with the aim of
ensuring that recreational aviation was affordably available to the man in the street. Pre-war it had
predominantly been the preserve of the better off.

NEWS
2020 LAA AGM
The 2020 AGM was held online on Sunday 18th October 2020.

LAA LOOKING AHEAD
My thanks to CEO Steve Slater for his report: The past few months have been something of a
rollercoaster for all the different RAeC member Associations. After a period in which a relaxation of
COVID precautions allowed LAA HQ to return to relatively normal working, the current infection situation
has again required a change in these activities. From 1st October, we closed the offices to non-essential
visitors and segregated our engineering and commercial staff into two separate ‘cells’, with one group
working from home while the other populates the office. This has allowed us to maintain member
services with the minimum of interruption, while at the same time maintaining appropriate COVID
infection precautions as per Government guidance.
The good news though, is that after the ‘lockdown slump’ the number of permit renewals, the indicator of
how many aircraft are active in the LAA fleet, has continued to recover and stood at 2,236 at 1st October
in comparison to 2,311 in 2019. In total even if it appears around 100 members have elected not to fly
their aircraft this year, more than 2,600 LAA aircraft are active in 2020.
COVID precautions also meant that, for the first time ever, we held our AGM virtually, using the nowubiquitous Zoom teleconference. It worked remarkably well with more than 70 members able to
contribute both to the formal meeting and a following Q&A session. Of course, many LAA members are
now well seasoned in ‘Zooming’ thanks to the LAA Virtual Pub Nights which we are hosting on the last
Friday of every month.
We were delighted that two LAA members, who have been closely involved with electronic conspicuity
and airspace infringement prevention, have had their work recognised in Her Majesty’s honours list. Both
Keith Vinning of Pilot Aware and Tim Dawson of SkyDemon, have been awarded OBEs for services to
aviation safety. Both very well-deserved. Congratulations from us all!!
Looking further ahead, one of our most successful outreach activities has been, since 2017, the creation
of a series of Young People’s Aviation Art events. The original role of the competition was to enable
young people to provide UK entries to the international FAI Young People’s Aviation Art Competition,
which until the LAA drove increased awareness, had almost no take up within the United Kingdom. It has
since then proved a significant success.
However we responded by creating an Aviation Art at Home competition, which invited budding artists to
scan and e-mail their designs for an aircraft, balloon or helicopter. The results exceeded our
expectations and have proved to be another win-win, encouraging an enthusiastic response and also
providing a much-needed ‘good news’ story, both for the associated organisations and our community as
a whole.
A full programme of aviation art events was planned for 2020, working with the Guild of Aviation Artists
and the Shuttleworth Collection, but naturally this had to be abandoned due to COVID.
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In addition, although its roll-out has been restricted by the COVID epidemic, more than 1,000 copies of
the LAA Airfield Adventure book, aimed at 7-11 year-olds, have already been circulated via LAA ‘Strut’
regional groups to small airfields and flying sites around the UK. They are proving particularly popular
with families visiting airfield cafes.

Offered in exchange for a small donation to the LAA or other worthy causes such as the local Air
Ambulance charity, the 16-page book offers fun ways of finding out about small airfields and flying sites,
and how they are different from larger airports.
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The ‘Adventure’ also shows off small airfields’ green credentials as wildlife havens, encourages visitors
to look out for different types of aircraft, has a fun competition to navigate to another airfield and even,
armed with just a pencil and your imagination, take a virtual flying lesson!

VAC’s LIZ INWOOD TAILDRAGGER SCHOLARSHIP
The highly popular Vintage Aircraft Club (VAC) ‘Liz Inwood Taildragger Scholarship’ for 2020 has been
awarded to David Curtis, a 24 year old pilot flying from Eshott in Northumberland. In addition to flying
the local club’s Cessna 150, David has been assisting in the airfield’s engineering hangar working on
their rare Morane-Saulnier 315, Chipmunk and Auster AOP6 aircraft.
The Scholarship, named in memory of the late Tiger Moth pilot and flying instructor Liz Inwood, is funded
by donations from the Vintage Aircraft Club, Light Aircraft Association and the Inwood estate. It is aimed
at young pilots who wish to convert from typical flying club nose wheel designs to older tailwheel types,
potentially opening the door to flying a wider range of vintage and classic types. David will be awarded
five hours flying to assist in learning classic ‘taildragger’ handling, which now forms part of the nowrequired differences training for older types.
“Despite the challenges posed by COVID, the Vintage Aircraft Club has continued to grow with more
than 300 members involved with classic and vintage aircraft” said chairman Anne Hughes. “This year’s
Scholarship attracted a very high quality of entries, obviously keen to develop the skills to operate the
older type of conventional undercarriage aircraft, or ‘taildraggers’ as they are more commonly known.
David stood out with both his hands-on approach and clear enthusiasm.”

“Being involved with unique projects at Eshott sparked the desire to restore my own aircraft; as a result I
am currently rebuilding an Evans VP1 Volksplane, which I purchased non-flying and without an engine
from Old Warden. The reason for choosing this was the affordability of both the purchasing and ongoing
operation, along with the pleasure of flying open cockpit. The project is progressing well and I am looking
to begin recovering the wings in the coming weeks. The scholarship will then equip me with the skills
necessary to fly the aeroplane on completion of the rebuild” said David Curtis.
For more information about the VAC see the VINTAGE AIRCRAFT CLUB section in this Newsletter

2021 LAA RALLY
A note for your diaries for 3rd, 4th and 5th September 2021. Next year’s Sywell rally will celebrate the
75th Anniversary of the formation of the LAA’s predecessor, the Ultra-Light Aircraft Association in 1946.
It will be both a celebration and a welcome reunion of those who can’t get together this year. It will be
one heck of a party!
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LAA HQ
In line with the latest Government health advice the LAA are reducing staff on site to a minimum. As a
result the LAA offices are closed to visitors, other than by appointment, dropping off documentation or
picking up merchandise. Permit renewals etc will continue to be processed, but as many staff are homeworking it is recommend that you contact LAA by email: office office@laa.uk.com or engineering
engineering@laa.uk.com

FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2021
The FAI title for the 2021 contest and it is very appropriate to the times in which we find ourselves as the
emphasis is on the importance of friendship and personal relationships in the world of aviation.
“A FRIENDLIER WORLD WITH AIR SPORTS” and is the theme for the FAI’s Aviation Art Contest
2021 and focuses not only on the flying itself but on the friendships that are created and nurtured on the
ground as well as in the skies when practicing air sports.
When we think of aviation, says the FAI, our first thoughts go to the sky. We imagine what it would be
like soaring through the air in a glider, floating across the sky in a hot air balloon, or maybe even twisting
and looping through the clouds in an aerobatic plane. While being in the sky is glamorous, it is only part
of the adventure. Every journey begins on the ground with a team of people working together to make
something magical happen.
Working together, a group of aviation enthusiasts can accomplish what one person alone never could.
The friendships created in this process are one of the things that keep people coming back to air sports
again and again. The friends that meet to hang glide share laughs on cliff sides around the world. Hot air
balloonists enjoy meals with the crew of the chase vehicle after a flight across the countryside. Air
shows, of course, offer it all. Everyone is invited to share in the joy that sport aviation produces. Pilots
love talking about their planes, ground crews share the work required to keep everything safe and in top
shape. Every aircraft is a conversation starter. Each one gives people a chance to ask questions or
share their own aviation stories. The chance to take a ride is irresistible to some, while others enjoy
eating tasty food and watching the show overhead. A single parachutist in the sky can hold the attention
of hundreds of people below. When the day’s adventure is over, both participants and spectators leave
with new friends, as well as stories to share among themselves and others.
Air sports bring people together and creates friendships that connect people from all over the world and
of all ages. Now it’s your turn to grab your favourite art supplies and create a poster that captures the
friendlier world that comes from people meeting and sharing their love of sport aviation.
The competition is split into three age categories:
Junior (6-9 years old)
Intermediate (10-13)
Senior (14-17)
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals, together with FAI diplomas, are presented to the young winners in each
category.
FORMAT: The required format for all entries is A3 (297 x 420 mm or 11 3/4 X 16 1/2 inches). Artwork
must not be framed or outlined with borders and ALL artwork must be done by hand (or, in the case of
handicapped children, by foot or mouth).
Media: Any of the following media are permitted: Watercolour, Acrylic, Oil paint, Indelible marker pens,
Felt-tip pens, Soft ball-point pens, Indelible ink, Crayola, or any similar indelible medium. The following
media are NOT permitted: pencil, charcoal or other non-permanent medium, computer-generated
artwork is permitted and collage involving the use of photocopies.
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There is no need for a title on the poster and entrants can decide for themselves whether or not to
include one; however there should be a clearly recognisable link to the theme of the contest and the
following should be clearly shown on the back of the artwork:
Title, Family name, Given name, Address, Date of birth (Day/Month/Year), Country of residence, the
name and address of school / group which the young artist attends.
PLUS a Certificate of Authenticity worded as follows:
"I/We certify that this is the original and unassisted work of ............... (name of entrant)". We
certify that ............. (name of entrant) is a United Kingdom resident.
Certificates are to be signed by the entrant's parent, teacher, or other suitable person.
The LAA, under Anne Hughes’ excellent direction as Aviation Art Co-Ordinator, facilitates the UK
competition in association with the Royal Aero Club, Pilot magazine and the Guild of Aviation Artists,
with the winning UK entries, judged by representatives from the LAA, Guild of Aviation Artists and Royal
Aero Club. Three entries in each category will be selected to be sent to Lausanne for the international
competition will be forwarded to the global FAI Young Artists Contest 2021 before the 1 st April deadline.
The UK competition entries close: TCB in Spring 2021. Please check LAA website for update
The Rules: https://www.fai.org/yac-contest-rules
For more information: contact Aviation Art co-ordinator Anne Hughes struts@laa.uk.com

PROTOTYPE BEAGLE PUP RE-CHRISTENING DAY
My thanks to Anne Hughes for this report:
Among the LAA’s unique and vintage aircraft, the Beagle Pup Prototype G-AVDF has recently hit the
headlines just as she did in 1967 when Beagle Aircraft Ltd rolled her out as the beginning of a new era
for British light aircraft. Following her first flights in April 1967 a special ‘naming day’ was arranged for the
press. Sir TOM and Lady Sopwith were invited along with their Sopwith Pup to pour champagne over the
nose of this stunning red and white aircraft.

It was always our intention to re-create this day when G-AVDF was flying again and returned to the
original colour scheme. We had planned to reposition the Pups together at Old Warden and invite many
guests.
However, as it happened not only did the pandemic make this challenging but the weather played a part
in upsetting our plans. Instead of the intended Press Day we were able to gather a small group of those
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who had played an important role in DF’s development in the 1960’s, along with those who were
involved in the restoration at Turweston. David Collings, DF’s owner, and family hosted the occasion and
some members of the aviation press and photographers were in attendance.

Presentations were given and thanks were recorded before Francis Donaldson, the LAA’s Chief
Engineer and one of the Pup’s test pilots, was asked to sign the original log-book under ‘Pee Wee’
Judge’s original flight records. Champagne was then poured delicately over the Pup’s nose and this was
followed by a test demonstration flight to the delight of all who attended. It is intended that the two Pups
will be positioned for photographers at Old Warden to recreate that original day when circumstances and
weather permits!
Had it not been for the LAA’s Permit to Fly system it would not have been possible to return this unique
aircraft to the skies and thanks goes to all involved including Steve Slater (LAA CEO) and Alan Turney
DF’s LAA inspector.
G-AVDF is operated by the Beagle Pup Prototype Club and sponsored by Vega Solutions Ltd.

Join YES (Youth & Education Support) It’s Free!
Did you know that joining YES is not only a great idea, but it’s also free.
YES the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, working together with LAA Clubs,
leading industry companies, local education authorities, schools and universities and many others to –
educate, encourage and inspire young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with
aviation.
There are changes afoot! Watch this space for news on what is happing at YES.
Just down load the membership form and send it to the YES Secretary and you will become part of the
Youth Education branch of the LAA, delivering education, inspiration and most of all fun to the Youth of
today. https://yesflyers.org.uk/join-yes-its-free

Light Aircraft Association and Pooleys Flight Equipment Sport Flying Video
Competition
The Light Aircraft Association and Pooleys Flight Equipment launched a sport flying video competition
allowing LAA members to share their passion in a competition to submit a video of their aircraft or their
flying. It could be a documentary discussing your build or restoration project, its challenges and ups and
down, or it could be a fast-moving, action-packed film with multiple shots showing your hot ship or
vintage biplane dancing amongst the clouds, edited to dramatic music.
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The format and content of the video was entirely up to the participant and between 1.5 and 15 minutes
in length and demonstrating the fun that can be had with an LAA permit aircraft.
A £1,000 prize fund, 1st prize a £500 Pooleys merchandise voucher plus a year’s free LAA
membership; 2nd prize a £300 Pooleys merchandise voucher plus a year’s free LAA membership and a
3rd prize of a £200 Pooleys merchandise voucher, plus a year’s free LAA membership.
Open to LAA members only and entries closed 31st October 2020. Watch out for a full report and links to
the winning videos in the Winter issue of this RAeC Newsletter.
All applications must be completed on the form available on the LAA website. Please complete and
email to office@laa.uk.com with the subject title Armstrong/Isaacs Bursary. Applications should arrive on
or before the closing date of 1st December 2020. Successful applicants will be notified during
February 2021.

LAA STRUT MEETINGS
Some LAA Strut meetings make a small charge for non-members but all are welcome to attend and
meetings are an excellent source of advice and help, whether building, buying, training or simply wanting
to be involved in the local aviation scene.
STRUT’s arrange a number of flying and social events throughout the year and most hold monthly
meetings and maybe an interesting aviation related talk. Meetings are an excellent source of advice and
help whether building, buying, training or simply wanting to be involved in the local aviation scene and
are dotted around the UK

Checkout the LAA website for details of your local STRUT on an interactive map
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/struts/struts.html

OTHER CLUBS ASSOCIATED TO THE LAA
There are also a number of other Clubs associated to the LAA that are dedicated to a specific aircraft
manufacturer or model. The Vintage Aircraft Club, Europa Club, European Luscombe Club etc., can offer
social activities and useful technical support for owners or those interested in that particular type.

FOR LAA FRIENDLY AIRFIELDS
CHECKOUT http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Airfields/airfield_listing.html
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http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (“The 3Rs”) is mandated to oversee British
handicap air racing, British and World aviation records and formal air rallies.
The 3R’s have delegated authority from the FAI (Fédération Aéronautique Internationale) www.fai.org to
oversee National and World Record attempts by UK licenced pilots and citizens. If you are interested in
setting an Aviation Record, be it point to point (speed), altitude or endurance then contact Geoffrey Boot,
Record Coordinator at geoffreyboot@gmail.com

NEWS
All competitions were cancelled for the 2020 season.

AGM 2020
The 3 R’s 2020 AGM is being held online this year on Saturday 21 st November, due to Covid-19
restrictions and open to all 3R’s members. The AGM commences at 09.00.
Current memberships available are:Full Membership: includes Race Officials, Committee Members, Race Navigators over 18yrs
Race Pilots:
Junior Navigators: under 18 yrs. Committee approval is required and assessed on maturity and attitude
towards safety
Social Membership
and Honorary Lifetime Membership
There are several 2020 committee positions up for election:
Clerk of the Course
Aviation Secretary
Social Secretary
Treasurer
If you wish to nominate someone please send the enclosed form, duly completed and signed, to
secretary@royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk by midday Saturday 14 November.
An online ballot for the election of officers. Depending on number of nominations received this will either
take the form of a secure Survey Monkey ballot before the meeting, or an online vote during the AGM.
The 3R’s Chairman and Vice Chairman are elected by the committee.
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These are a few of the trophies that may be air raced for in the 2021 season.

THE KING's CUP, once known as the Circuit of Britain Race, is the most coveted trophy in sporting
aviation, arousing keen competition since 1922 when it was presented by King George V. This first race
was an 810-mile contest from Croydon Aerodrome, south of London, to Glasgow, Scotland and back
again after an overnight stop. Entries were restricted to British and British Commonwealth pilot. The
winner of the first race was Captain F. C. Bernard, chief pilot of Instone Air Line flying an Airco DH.4A.
He won the Cup again in 1925 when the length of the course was doubled to 1,608 miles this time in a
A.W. Siskin V.
At each race new Cups were made to be presented by the King which continued until he realised this
was financially prohibitive as he was paying for these out of his own pocket!
The race was suspended during WWII commencing again in 1949 at Elmdon Airfield, later to become
Birmingham International Airport, and won by Nat Somers [my cousin Ed.] flying a Miles M65 Gemini 3.
In 1957 The King's Cup Air Race won by jet aircraft for first time, a Miles M77 Sparrowjet flown by Fred
Dunkerley.
Not only is this a handicap race but sometimes the pilot is handicapped too. In 1982 winner Geoffrey
Richardson, flying a Bolkow Bo 209 Monsun, had lost a leg when racing in the Isle of Man TT in 1971.
3 women have won The King’s Cup in its long history, Miss Winifred Brown in 1930 flying a Avro Avian
III, Josephine in a Piper PA-18 Super Cub (1981) and in 1997 Melanie Willes.
While a handful of pilots have won this much coveted prize twice, Fran L Barnard; WL Hope; Charles E
Gardner; James H Denyer and John Stewart-Wood; only 3 pilots have won it 3 times apiece, AJ
Spiller; Rogers Hayes and Geoffrey Boot.
To qualify for entry to race for the King’s Cup pilots must have competed 1 weekend's air racing (ie 2
races) plus the Steward's Cup on the Saturday of the King's Cup weekend as well as being either a
British or a British Commonwealth pilot.

The City Livery Trophy, more formally now known as the City Livery Club Aero Section Challenge
Trophy started life as the City Livery Club Aero Section Challenge Cup Winter Handicap Air Race. The
course was 350nm and was only announced 90 minutes before take-off and was the first race in The
British Light Aviation Centre’s (Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association UK) annual air racing programme.
This huge City Livery Aero Section Challenge Cup was originally the opener to the air racing season as
a navigational “Winter Handicap”. Competitors must have had to have logged over 500 hours as Pilot in
Command and have an IMC (Instrument Meteorological Conditions) rating.
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As well as the Trophy the first 3 finishers split the total of the £50 that each competitor put in to “the
kitty”, in the proportions 50%/35%/15%, after race expenses had been deducted. However, todays
competitors just have to make do with the huge Trophy.
Victor Ercolani’s father Abdon had been a picture frame maker in St Angelo en Vado, Tuscany, Italy. But
as Protestants in a staunch Catholic area the family were persecuted and the British Salvation Army
arranged for them to emigrate to London’s East End in 1898. Victor Ercolani was born in Hackney a year
later. In the First World War he was a Private in the Army Service Corps and in WWII an aviator in the
Royal Flying Corps.
He was a very enthusiastic aviator and kept up his interest in flying a long time after WWII owning
several aircraft including a Tiger Moth and a Miles M 65 Gemini, G-AJKV. Like his brother Lucian
Randoph Ercolani, Victor was involved in the furniture making industry. He started a company called
Cabinet Industries manufacturing radio, TV & audio cabinets, whilst his brother set up Furniture
Industries producing mass produced furniture and later renamed Ercol Ltd. Victor was awarded the
Royal Aero Club Aviators’ Certificate in 1931 and was a very energetic man, a Freeman of the City, a
Liveryman of The Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers, a Master of the Basket Weavers Guild and
an Alderman. He had a great love of football and a Chairman of Crystal Palace Football Club in 1957 &
1958 and still a Director when the Club won promotion to Division One, in 1969. Victor died in 1987.
His great nephew, Edward Tadros, Chairman of Ercol Ltd, remembers his mother telling him of looping
the loop with Victor in his open his Tiger Moth in the 1930’s. Edward presented the trophy to the 2017
winners, Gordon Bellerby and his navigator Dave Lee.

Other British air racing trophies can be found here http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/trophies.html
Want to be an air racer? Got the skills?
Checkout http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/uploads/1/1/7/6/117660682/rrra_racing_primer_v2019.pdf
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https://www.aerosociety.com
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) holds major conferences, lectures and events at its
headquarters in central London at 4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ. Lectures and conferences
normally open to interested non-members. The RAeS also encompasses a variety of special interest
groups and local branches in the UK, and overseas, who too organise programmes of lectures and
events and is the sister organisation of the Royal Aero Club (RAeC).

NEWS
BEST PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING INSTITUTION OF THE YEAR
The RAeS is celebrating being named Best Professional Engineering Institution of the Year at the
Engineering Talent Awards in September 2020. The award recognises Professional Engineering
Institutions who go above and beyond to support their members, and who are particularly increasing
awareness of diversity, inclusion and positive mental wellbeing.

2021 RAeS COUNCIL ELECTION
If you are an RAeS member and would like to stand for election in 2021 and would like any further
information, please get in touch by emailing: governance@aerosociety.com

RAeS INTERNATIONAL GENERAL AVIATION DESIGN COMPETITION 2020
This is the fourth in a series of RAeS design competitions aimed at promoting major innovation in the
general aviation aircraft sector and is run in association with the Light Aircraft Association (LAA).
A hurricane has just swept across the Caribbean island of Dominica, destroying almost all buildings
and blocking most roads. Those injured need to be taken to hospitals on neighbouring islands. A
vertical take-off, electric aircraft is needed to evacuate them, preferably to those islands that are not
already overwhelmed with medical cases. Achievable range is of the essence!
Entries were invited for this competition from under- and post-graduate engineering students,
professionals and amateur aircraft designers.

LIGHT AIRCRAFT DESIGN CONFERENCE
ELECTRIFYING GENERAL AVIATION II
16TH NOVEMBER 2020 ONLINE TIME: 13:00 - 18:00
This year the annual conference will be held online. As with the previous conference in 2019 this
conference will address the current developments in Electrically Powered Light Aircraft and will
feature power systems, aircraft projects and concepts and an exciting Design Competition for
Electrically Powered Racing Aircraft.
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This is an exciting time in engineering history – aviation is re-inventing itself. The RAeS are building
on last year’s event and looking at ‘Electrifying General Aviation’, a topic which is firing the
imagination of design engineers.
Highlights include Richard Glassock from the University of Nottingham reporting back on the
installation of electric power to a Cassutt racer and the RR ACCEL speed record project. In addition,
David Chinn from the MOD will talk about how German AkaFliegs have shown the way to high tech
aircraft development and how such an approach can be adopted in the UK. The event will also cover
electric powered aircraft and eVTOL which have received a lot of attention for their application to
Urban Air Mobility and leisure flight.
The Annual General Aviation Design Competition challenge this year was to design an inter-island
Humanitarian eVOTL rescue vehicle and the RAeS received a number of exciting project
submissions. Winners will be announced during the conference.
Non-member / £75 (ex. VAT)
RAeS Corporate Partner / £60 (ex. VAT)
RAeS Member / £40 (ex. VAT)
Student & Apprentice / £20 (ex. VAT)
FLYER Club member / £60 (ex. VAT)
https://www.aerosociety-events.com/light-aircraft-design-conference/
If you have any questions email them via events@aerosociety.com

THE NATIONAL AEROSPACE LIBRARY
The library is one of the world's most extensive libraries devoted to the development of aeronautics,
aviation and aerospace technology. Located in Farnborough it is situated on the ground floor of The
Hub in Farnborough Business Park next door to the former Royal Aircraft Establishment Q121
building, which houses the listed 24ft Low Speed Wind Tunnel. (Fowler Avenue, Farnborough, GU14
7JP).

A phased re-opening has started after lockdown on Wednesdays and Thursdays for PRE-BOOKED
visits only. Please book your slots via https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/visiting-the-national-aerospacelibrary-tickets-119990241041
The NAL does not charge for visits, however a donation towards their “adopt a book scheme” is
always welcome.
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If you wanted to extend your visit to Farnborough, you can also book a tour of the FAST Museum.
They can accommodate groups by prior arrangement on Tuesdays and Thursdays. For more
information, contact the Museum directly.
The RAeS publishes details of all books received by the NAL so you can browse the listings
https://www.aerosociety.com/news-expertise/national-aerospace-library/library-additions to see what
has been added to the collection recently.

EVENTS
In these challenging times of COVID-19 the RAeS have transformed how they deliver many of their
their events to ensure they continue to provide value to their membership and beyond. They look
forward to ensuring audiences receive the same high quality content but in a new and engaging way,
plus it will be accessible to everyone wherever you are in the world.
Some RAeS activities may be being held but please check before attending and many others are
online:
NOVEMBER
11th: Saudi – UK Road Trip '10,000 miles, 13 countries - Are we nearly there yet?' Speaker: Peter W
Naylor, Award Winning Sculptor. Venue: Cottingham Parks Golf Club, Woodhill Way, Cottingham,
Hull, East Yorkshire. HU16 5SW Time: 19:30
16th-17th: Light Aircraft Design Conference 2020 - Electrifying General Aviation II (16 November 2020
- 17 November 2020): https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar/light-aircraft-design-conference2020-electrifying-general-aviation-ii/
19th: Handley Page lecture 2020 ONLINE will describe the history of the NFLC, from it origins in the
Cranfield College of Aeronautics, up to the present day, including the current NFLC aircraft, their
teaching role and their application in a research environment. Speaker: Professor Nicholas Lawson
CEng PhD FRAeS MSFTE. Time: 18:00 TO BOOK: https://www.cranfield.ac.uk/events/events2020/handley-page-lecture-2020
DECEMBER
9th: Carrier Testing ONLINE ZOOM Lecture. Speaker: John Slater, Solar HALE Flight Test Manager,
BAE Systems – Warton. Time: 19:00 CONTACT: Alan Matthews via preston@aerosociety.com
JANUARY 2021
19th: The Annual Air Law Networking Reception. Venue: RAeS HQ, Argyll Room, No.4 Hamilton
Place, London, W1J 7BQ Time: The evening Drinks Reception follows the Air Law Beaumont Named
Lecture commencing at 18:00 and finishing at 19:00. The Networking Reception will then commence
with beverages being served at 19:00, canapés will then be served at 19:30 and the evening will
conclude at 21:00. The Lecture is free to attend; the Reception is by ticket only. Registration is open
and tickets cost £45 +VAT. Group booking discount (5 people for the price of 4) Please contact
conferences@aerosociety.com

RAeS BLOGS:
Signed Spitfire scrambles to lift nations spirits:

https://www.aerosociety.com/news/signed-spitfire-scrambles-to-lift-nations-spirits/
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Wiring up the electric aviation revolution:

https://www.aerosociety.com/news/wiring-up-the-electric-aviation-revolution/

10 reasons why Microsoft Flight Simulator is a complete game changer:

https://www.aerosociety.com/news/10-reasons-why-microsoft-flight-simulator-is-a-complete-gamechanger/
The immortal DC-3:

https://www.aerosociety.com/news/the-immortal-dc-3/
Taking charge of electric aircraft:
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/taking-charge-of-electric-aircraft/
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RAeS PODCAST:
Classic Lecture – The Boxer, Utility Land Development Aircraft by David Lockspeiser FRAeS:

https://www.aerosociety.com/news/audio-classic-lecture-the-boxer-utility-land-development-aircraftby-david-lockspeiser-fraes/

The RAeS have also have released National Aerospace Library YouTube channels which contains
over 30 videos.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvOINKE_4cR6oBMKv_8wNKA/videos
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IS YOUR AERODROME UNDER THREAT?
NOT GOOD NEWS
Chiltern Park: The site land owner gave notice to the lease holder and aerodrome operator, Chiltern
Airsports, to vacate the site by 24 September 2020.
Monewden: Due to close by Christmas 2020
POSSIBLY GOOD NEWS
Panshanger: A planning application has been submitted to re-open the airfield.
GOOD NEWS
Manston: 9 July 2020 Thanet District Council adopted its 2031 Local Plan that safeguards the
existing use of the site as an aerodrome
My thanks to John Walker for his July 2020 UK Airfields update:
Aerodrome
Andrewsfield

Bourn

Bruntingthorpe

Current Status
Braintree, Colchester and Tendring Councils joint proposed Local Plan for
North-East Essex being modified to delete an area adjacent to Andrewsfield
aerodrome earmarked for a large garden community as a result of the Planning
Inspector considering the original proposal to be unsound. Aerodrome listed by
Braintree District Council on 19 June 2020 as an Asset of Community Value.
Site earmarked for some 3,500 homes in 2031 Local Plan adopted by South
Cambridgeshire District Council on 27 September 2018. A planning application
for the development has been submitted.
Majority of aerodrome site to be used for motor vehicle storage. Residents
given notice to remove their aircraft by 30 October 2020.

Cambridge

Marshall Group will be vacating the aerodrome by 2030 and have signed an
option to lease land at Cranfield with Wyton being considered as an alternative
site. The Group has stated its intent to the local authorities to put the site
forward for development as part of the next Local Plan from 2030.

Chalgrove

Site included in South Oxfordshire District Council draft 2034 Local Plan under
public examination with virtual hearings ending on 7 August 2020 for a 3,000home development with a new runway for Martin-Baker Aircraft (MBA)
operations for which development a planning application has been submitted.
Homes England (HE) the land owner has stated that they will use their CPO
powers if negotiations about the development with MBA (their tenant) are
unsuccessful.

Chiltern Park

The site land owner has given notice to the lease holder and aerodrome
operator, Chiltern Airsports, to vacate the site resulting in Airsports seeking an
alternative site.
Site accepted under the Government’s Garden Village scheme for development
with up to 1,500 homes. East Northamptonshire Council approved the site
masterplan on 15 October 2018 and a planning application for the development
is expected soon.
Planning application for mixed use development with 1,800 homes on site
approved by Waverley Borough Council on 14 December 2016 but called in for
a Public Inquiry the result of which was Central Government approval for the
application on 29 March 2018. Protest groups appealed these decisions in the
High Court but the Court rejected these challenges on 5 November 2018. The
development has now been granted Government Garden Village status.

Deenethorpe

Dunsfold
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Aerodrome
Elvington

Fairoaks

Halfpenny Green
(Wolverhampton
Business Airport)

Langar

Long Marston

Manston

Monewden
Nottingham City
(Tollerton)
Old Sarum

Current Status
York City Council definitive Local Plan submitted for Public Examination on 25
May 2018 with public hearings commencing on 10 December 2019 includes a
development of up to 3,330 homes occupying the middle section of the
runway.
Planning application for 1,000-home Garden Village on site withdrawn on 10
February 2020 but is expected to be resubmitted later. An alternative scheme
(“Fairoaks 2020”) that retains the aerodrome, originally put forward by a local
opposition group, has been included in proposals from Unity Land LLP. Public
consultation ended on 30 July 2018 on Surrey Heath Borough Council’s draft
Local Plan options document which states that for Chobham “Employment and
Retail - Sets out that development at Fairoaks Airport should be guided by a
development brief / masterplan.”
MCR Property Group, the site owner, has apparently put the aerodrome up for
private sale at an asking price of £7.5 million. In September 2018 South
Staffordshire Council approved a Site Allocation Document expanding on the
previously adopted Core Strategy within the Local Plan which states that the
aerodrome is allocated and protected for employment purposes. A planning
application for the construction by MCR of 112 homes on south-west corner of
site and aerodrome improvements including 3 new hangars has been delayed.
Aerodrome currently occupied and operated by British Parachute Schools sold
in January 2019 to the owner of Nottingham City (Tollerton) aerodrome (see
entry on page 3). Emergency runway 01/19 is being leased for the testing of
experimental autonomous cars.
Aerodrome is designated in Stratford-on-Avon Local Plan adopted Core Strategy
for housing and has Government Garden Village approval for which a planning
application has been submitted. Developer is Cala Homes in conjunction with
site owner. See entry for Wellesbourne on page 3.
On 9 July 2020, the Secretary of State approved the granting of a Development
Consent Order (DCO) to River Oak Strategic Partners (the site owner) for the
aerodrome as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project. A claim for a
Judicial Review challenging the Secretary’s decision has been made to the High
Court. On 9 July 2020 Thanet District Council adopted its 2031 Local Plan that
safeguards the existing use of the site as an aerodrome.
Due to close by Christmas 2020 with owner citing the main reason being the
“constant gripes from the council re planning and moaning from the local few”.
With the support of the land owner, site earmarked for up to 4,000 homes in
Local Plan adopted by Rushcliffe Borough Council on 8 October 2019.
Site owner’s planning application for housing development and 10 additional
hangars refused on appeal in a Planning Inspectorate decision letter dated 11
July 2019. The owner applied for a Judicial Review of this decision but in July
2020 the High Court refused to overturn it. Multi-year agreement reached with
effect from 1 February 2020 for site to be used as a parachute centre.
Aerodrome now unlicensed and closed, without express approval, to all
movements

Panshanger

Homes England has bought the aerodrome site from Mariposa Investments. A
public consultation by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council ended on 1 May 2020
into providing additional housing sites for the Local Plan which schemes
preclude a realigned grass runway to the north of previous runway 11/29
proposed in the current draft Local Plan. An outline planning application to reopen the aerodrome has been submitted.

Peterborough /
Sibson

Huntingdonshire District Council submitted an unsuccessful bid for a 2,500
home Garden Village on site. The Council subsequently withdrew their support
for the proposal but the site is still listed in the Council’s Housing and Economic
Land Availability Assessment.
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Aerodrome
Plymouth

Current Status
FlyPlymouth, a local social enterprise aerodrome support group, plans to
reopen the aerodrome and start regional airline services. Sutton Harbour
Group, the site lease holder, have proposed a mixed-use development although
the adopted Plymouth City / South-West Devon Joint Local Plan retains the site
for aviation use at least until the first 5-year review of the adopted Plan.

Redhill

Tandridge District Council public consultation on four potential Garden Village
sites including Redhill ended on 9 October 2017. The definitive 2033 Local Plan
submitted for Public Examination on 18 January 2019 with hearings ending on
28 November 2019 has ruled out the site for a Garden Village and allocated it
protected status as an Important Employment Site. The current draft Tandridge
Local Plan earmarks the aerodrome for employment purposes and notes that
the site is within the Green Belt with a high risk of surface water flooding. Part
of the site is within the boundary of Reigate and Banstead Borough Council
whose Local Plan proposal to safeguard the site for housing has been rejected
by the Planning Inspector examining the plan.
Thurrock Council have issued to the landowner’s agent a Scoping Opinion on
an Environmental Impact Assessment for development of 750 houses, a
medical centre and employment units on aerodrome site.
Stratford-on-Avon District Council Core Strategy stated policy is to “Retain and
support the enhancement of the established flying functions and aviation
related facilities at Wellesbourne Airfield”. The Council have rescinded the
owner’s permitted development rights and have initiated negotiations for an
agreed purchase of the site whilst also taking CPO action to acquire the site.
£1.125 million has been set aside in the Council’s 2019 / 2020 budget to fund
the CPO action. Under a MoU dated 30 August 2019 between the Council and
the site owners, the CPO action has been suspended for up to a year to allow
the owners to propose limited development of the site whilst retaining the
aviation facilities with some of the tenants being offered continued occupancy
of the site to cover the period of the MoU.
Site lease holder (Helicopter Aircraft Holdings Ltd) has agreed new leases with
the land owner, Wycombe District Council (now assimilated into the new
Buckinghamshire Council). The Council’s adopted 2033 Local Plan provides for
an industrial / warehousing complex on south-western part of the site requiring
shortening of runway 35 and relocation of gliding activities to the north, for
which changes a public consultation has been held.

Thurrock

Wellesbourne
Mountford

Wycombe Air
Park

MoD Sites
Abingdon
Aerodrome
2024/25
Alconbury 2019
Brawdy 2024

Colerne 2025
Dishforth 2031

Halton
Aerodrome
2022

MoD aerodrome sites planned for disposal in the years indicated:
Site earmarked for Garden Village style development with 1,200 homes in Vale
of White Horse District Council 2031 Local Plan Part 2 adopted by the Council
on 9 October 2019. Under the Plan, the development area is restricted to the
south of the old runway 08/26.
Major part of site already being developed with 5,000 homes.
Cawdor Barracks. Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) have submitted
site for mixed use development for the review of 2033 Local Development Plan
2 by Pembrokeshire Council but this is not included in the draft Plan issued for
public consultation ending on 18 March 2020.
Aerodrome was originally expected to be sold in 2018. Local business interest
in maintaining the aerodrome for aviation purposes.
Aerodrome site being disposed of but not included for development in the 2035
Harrogate Borough Council Local Plan adopted by the Council on 4 March 2020
but site is expected to be considered during first review of the adopted Plan.
The DIO future vision document for RAF Halton & the Aylesbury Vale District
Council (now assimilated into the new Buckinghamshire Council) definitive 2033
Local Plan exclude development of the aerodrome site. Public hearings of the
Local Plan ended on 20 July 2018.
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MOD Airfield
Henlow 2023

Linton-on-Ouse
2020
Mildenhall
North Luffenham
2022

Scampton 2022
Spitalgate 2024

Swanton Morley
2031
Tern Hill 2025

Wethersfield
2025
North Denes
(Yarmouth
Heliport)

Current Status
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE.
Site earmarked for mixed use / specialist employment development in Central
Bedfordshire Council draft 2035 Local Plan Part 2 submitted for Public
Examination on 30 April 2018 with public hearings ending on 25 July 2019.
Flying operations notified as suspended until 26 December 2020.
Under the Services out sourcing agreement with Ascent, basic fixed wing flying
training will be conducted at RAF Valley in Anglesey rendering Linton-on-Ouse
surplus to MoD requirements
The aerodrome is now expected to be retained for continued use by the United
States Air Force.
The Rutland County Council draft 2036 Local Plan public consultation document
includes a 2,215- home garden community for the site. The public consultation
ends on 6 November 2020. The development has been accepted under the
Government Garden Village programme.
The resident Red Arrows display team will relocate to RAF Waddington.
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks. Future of the site being progressed by a
partnership between the DIO and HE. Site earmarked for a Garden Village style
settlement in South Kesteven District Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the
Council on 30 January 2020.
Robertson Barracks. There is no reference to the closure of the Barracks in the
definitive Breckland Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the Council on 28
November 2019.
Clive Barracks. Shropshire Council public consultation ended on 30 September
2020 on a pre-submission draft version of the 2038 Local Plan includes a 750home mixed use development of the Barracks site leaving the airfield intact.
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE
with a new prison and housing being considered.
The aerodrome with two grass runways is for sale having been disused since
2015 on the cessation of North Sea helicopter operations.
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https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk

The RAF London museum is situated on what used to be RAF Hendon and holds over 95 aircraft in four
themed aircraft halls.
The Museum at Cosford, acknowledged as one of the leading public attractions in the Midlands, displays
over 70 aircraft and is home to the National Cold War Exhibition.

They have a ‘welcome back/safety’ video! Please take a look at the link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9LR9bgaa5o

MUSEUM NEWS
RAF MUSEUM COSFORD
The RAF Museum at Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP, is open daily from 10am and entry is free
of charge, but parking charges apply. For more information visit: www.rafmuseum.org/cosford 01902
376200
Opening hours: August- October (incl): 10:00am - 5:00pm last entry 4:00pm
From November: 10:00am - 4:00pm
last entry 3:00pm

Admission charges apply for some events and activities. There is a charge for parking.
Events may be subject to change and additional events may be added during the year. Ideally pre-book
your arrival time as this will help the Museum guarantee the space you need for a safe and enjoyable
visit:
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/eventtickets/28352?catID=27857&branches.branchID=20
48
COVID-19 The Museum’s display hangars will open from 10.00am until 4.00pm. While still offering FREE
entry to all, visitors are kindly asked to pre-book their arrival time online at www.rafmuseum.org

COSFORD NEWS
AIRCRAFT CONSERVATION WORK GOES ON SHOW
Date: 9-14 November 2020 Time: 10:15am-3:00pm (time slots) Cost: £6.00pp (under 11s free)
Visitors to the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford will have the opportunity to step inside the Conservation
Centre and take a look behind the scenes at aircraft conservation projects, during the annual Open
Week from 9-14 November. In addition to getting up close to current projects, including the re-fabrication
of a Wellington bomber and the reconstruction of the Handley Page Hampden, those visiting during the
Open Week will have the chance to speak with the teams who carry out the vital work.
A new arrival in the Conservation Centre and a highlight at this year’s event is the Hawker Tempest II.
The Tempest was transported by road from the Museum’s London site in February and will undergo
some remedial work by the team at Cosford. The Museum’s example served with No. 5 Squadron RAF,
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based at Peshawar (now part of Pakistan), before being transferred to the Royal Indian Air Force in
1947. Providing close-air support to the Indian Army, the Tempest remained in front line Indian service
until 1953.

It was later acquired by the RAF Museum and has been on public display in London since 1991. This is
the first time the aircraft has been to Cosford and visitors attending the Open Week will have the first
glimpse.

Re-fabrication of a Wellington bomber

Handley Page Hampden
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The newly restored Second World War Westland Lysander III (S.D.) fuselage, and the almost complete
Handley Page Hampden fuselage, will soon be moving to the RAF Museum’s London site for public
display.
The Open Week in November will be the last opportunity for aviation fans to view both aircraft at
Cosford.

RAF MUSEUM HENDON
The RAF Museum at Hendon, Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL is open daily from 10am and
entry is free of charge but there are parking charges. For more information visit:
london@rafmuseum.org 0208 205 2266
August- October (incl): 10:00am - 6:00pm last entry 5:30pm
From November: 10:00am - 5:00pm
last entry 4:30pm

Admission charges apply for some events and activities.

HENDON NEWS
Although London is in Covid Tier 2, as I compile this Autumn Newsletter, RAF Hendon is open to the
public, even though during this current period some of their hangars may be closed. However, they
require you to book your arrival time to help them to guarantee you the space you need for a safe and
enjoyable experience. Please ensure that you complete this booking process for each member of your
party and follow the Museum’s confirmation instructions.
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/tickets

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP - 14 NOVEMBER 2020
RAF Hendon has teamed up with Chappers Photography to offer a unique, hands-on course in aviation
photography. In these small workshops, you can expect to learn the theory behind aviation photography,
pick up some tips and tricks and try out your newly learned skills in a range of settings, scenarios and
cameos in and around the RAF Museum.
The course will start at 11.00am beginning with some informative photography theory. You will then test
out some of this knowledge using the incredible collection of aircraft and exhibits as your subjects.
To commemorate the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain you will spend some time learning how to
photograph our Battle of Britain fighter four. It will include the chance to step across the barrier and take
up-close shots. You will have exclusive access to walk on board one of the larger aircraft in our
collection for a private viewing and internal photoshoot.
For a grand finale, you will be allowed access to our First World War Exhibition after hours between
5.00pm and 6.00pm.
The event is suitable for all abilities, beginners, intermediate and experienced photographers who wish
to refresh their knowledge.
Tickets cost £75.00 per person (including lunch). Places are limited to 15 and tickets must be
purchased in advance.
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/event-tickets/26690?catID=25984&
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IN AIR AND FIRE: WAR ARTISTS, THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN AND THE BLITZ
until 12 SEPTEMBER 2021
A collection of work exploring artists’ responses to the Battle of Britain and the Blitz (July 1940 – May
1941) as they represented evolving machinery, communications, and urban landscapes, shaped by what
was an unprecedented ‘war in the air’.

Walter Nessler

Visitors can view over sixty works of art, several of which will be on display for the first time as part of
this exhibition. Entry is free and visitors to the RAF Museum will have until 12 September 2021 to view
the work.

Graham Sutherland

The exhibition features works by Official War Artists, including Paul Nash, Graham Sutherland, Carel
Weight, Anthony Gross, Richard Eurich and Eric Kennington and seeks to bring together the stories and
perspectives of artists from diverse backgrounds, highlighting the best of collection works from the
period.
FREE
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/eventtickets/28387?catID=27839&branches.branchID=204
2&_ga=2.138600051.1315989370.1603098651-517399666.1595025640
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UK & EASA AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
UK
REVALIDATION EXTENSIONS TO 22 NOVEMBER 2020
The deadline for extended ratings, 22nd November, will soon be upon us. The number of instructors
available to fly your compulsory hour with is also reduced due to some instructors not working in the
current Covid-19 situation and the weather may also be a factor. It is suggested that you make
arrangements in good time to renew your rating.
Revisions to extensions
Part-FCL pilots whose ratings were due to expire before 31 st October 2020 and were unable to fly due to
the initial Covid-19 lockdown were able to extend to 22 nd November 2020 under ORS4 No 1378/1385.
This has now been extended to 30 th April 2021 if your rating expires between after 22 nd November 2020
and before 30th April 2021. But what if you’ve not been able to meet the criteria?
If a pilot has NOT been able to achieve the normal requirements for revalidation by experience , ie 12
hours (minimum 6 hours PiC) including 1 hour instruction; then depending on the flying they have
actually achieved any shortfall may be mitigated by additional take-off and landing requirements. Also in
some circumstances, additional refresher time ie 30 minute training/instruction flight and 5 take-offs and
landings BEFORE 22nd November 2020 under ORS4 1378/1385 new validity expiry date will be 30th
November 2022.
If expiry date is eg 31st January 2021 and not achieved the normal requirements for revalidation by
experience including 1 hour instruction then depending on the flying they have actually achieved any
shortfall may be mitigated by additional take-off and landing requirements. Also in some circumstances,
additional refresher time ie 30 minute training/instruction flight and 5 take-offs and landings BEFORE 30th
April 2021 under ORS4 1416 the new validity expiry date will be 31st January 2023.
TOTAL FLIGHT TIME
HOURS ACHIEVED IN
QUALIFYING
VALIDITY PERIOD

ADDITIONAL TAKE-OFF & LANDINGS
REQUIREMENTS assuming 12/12
have been achieved in qualifying
validity period

+12
11
10
9
8

0
3/3
4/4
5/5
6/6

ADDITIONAL REFRESHER
FLIGHT TIME WITH AN FI/CRI
(1 hr instruction already
achieved in qualifying validity
period
0
0
0
30 minutes
30 minutes

For NPPL 8 hours PiC in 24 months and for LAPL holders no further extension will apply after 22nd
November as have a “rolling 24 months” validity and recency requirement.
If a Part-FCL / LAPL pilot has achieved LESS THAN 8 hours in the qualifying validity period, revalidation
may only be achieved by a Proficiency Check or for NPPL’s a GST.
The exemptions ending are:
ORS4 1373: Temporary certificate extended to be valid for 6 months for licences/ratings/certificates.
Pilots can exercise the privileges without holding the licence/rating up until the expiry of the temporary
certificate on 22nd November 2020.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1373.pdf
ORS4 1409: Licences, Ratings, Privileges, Endorsements and Certificates of Balloon and Sailplane
Pilots, Instructors and Examiners due to expire before 31 October 2020, extended until 22nd November
2020.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1409.pdf
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ORS4 1410: UK EASA Licences, Ratings and Certificates due to expire before 31st October 2020,
extended to 22 November 2020.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1410.pdf
ORS4 1414: UK National Licences, Ratings and Certificates expire before 31st October 2020 and
extended until 22nd November 2020.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1414.pdf
ORS4 1415: UK National Balloon Licences, Ratings and Certificates expire before 31st October 2020
and extended until 22nd November 2020. http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1415.pdf
The following GA related exemptions will remain in place to provide further support into 2021.
ORS4 1416: Flexibility of revalidation by experience for Part-FCL pilot licence holders with SEP and
TMG class ratings until 30th April 2021.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1416.pdf
ORS4 1418: Flexibility of revalidation by experience for UK national pilot licence holders with SEP, TMG,
SSEA,
SLMG
and
Microlight
class
rating(s)
until
30
April
2021.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1418.pdf

CONFUSED???? Details of all published CAA exemptions relating to Covid-19 can be found
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?catid=1&pagetype=65&appid=11&mode=list&type=se
rcat&id=128&filter=1&reorder=refOrder

MEDICAL DECLARATIONS
Some Medical Certificate exemptions are continuing until 31 December 2020 others till 31 st March 2021.
However, please make sure you check current restrictions before flying.
For Part-FCL pilots with Pilot Medical Declarations, if you signed up for ORS4 1283 (extended by ORS4
1370 then ORS4 1421 – withdrawn then corrected) during Covid-19 lockdown, and want to fly EASA
aircraft PMD exemptions have been extended to 31 st March 2021.
ORS4 1408: Medical certificates can be extended until 22nd November or 31st December 2020.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1408.pdf Please refer to the terms of the exemption for
more details.
ORS4 1421: Medical declaration use with a Part-FCL pilot licence until 31st March 2021
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1421Correction.pdf

UK GA AFTER BEXIT
The UK will no longer be part of the EU Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) after the 31 st December this year
so the CAA will no longer be able to issue EASA part-FCL licences. As I compile this Newsletter there is
no agreement on mutual recognition of licences with the EU/EASA so that there requirement to be able
to fly a G-reg aircraft will need a UK licence. A UK licence will be required to fly a G-reg aircraft.
Cross crediting for licences from other states remains to be defined.
Where your PPL is an ICAO Annex 1 compliant licence you have international flight privileges in an
aircraft that meets ICAO standards. However, sub-ICAO licences, or permit aircraft, have no automatic
rights.
As far as we know from the 1st January 2021 the British CAA will continue to accept EASA licences,
ratings and certificates for a further two years (31.12.2022). This means that CAA-issued EASA partFCL will remain valid and, as it meets the requirements of ICAO Annex I, British private pilots will still be
able to venture beyond the shores of the UK if they want to.
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The CAA/DfT are participating in high level discussions with EASA/EU and are discussing a BASA
(Bilateral Aviation Safety Agreement) which may have several annexes, one of which is seeking to
achieve mutual recognition of licences between the UK and the EU, however we are also being told that
the EU is not, at this stage, willing to discuss licences. We await to see if agreements made with the
European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC) will need to be amended. With no clear view of the future
relationship between the EU/UK, and this could all change by the end of the year, but for now the UK
Government’s message is – “To plan for the worst and to hope for the best”.

IF NO UK-EU AVIATION SAFETY AGREEMENTS ARE IN PLACE ON
1ST JANUARY 2021
The CAA have assumed for General Aviation that:

Through the EU (Withdrawal) Act 2018, all European aviation laws are adopted at the end of the
transition period ie 31st December 2020.

The UK withdraws completely from the EASA system on 1st January 2021, meaning that the CAA
will need to fulfil regulatory functions without EASA as a technical agent and without having access
to EASA and EU-level capabilities.

The UK is no longer included in EU-level Bilateral Aviation Safety Agreements. New UK
agreements will come into effect.

There is no mutual recognition agreement between the EU and the UK for aviation licences,
approvals and certificates.

UK-issued licences and approvals (issued when the UK was an EASA member) will continue to
have validity under UK law but only those contained in EU Regulation 2019/494 will continue to
have validity within the EU system, as defined by that regulation.

All licences issued by the CAA under EU legislation, and all type approval certificates and
third country approvals issued by EASA under EU legislation, will continue to have validity under
UK law, provided they were effective immediately before 1 January 2021.
For the CAA’s UK's exit from the EU read more on http://www.caa.co.uk/Our-work/About-us/EU-exit

EUROPEAN (EASA) AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
EASA PART-FCL CHANGES
UK GA aviators can also keep up to date on European developments by subscribing (at no cost) to
the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to your inbox via the Europe Air Sports website
which can be found at www.europe-air-sports.org
My thanks to European Air Sports Newsletter Editor Diana King for allowing précis of information
published from the bi-monthly EAS Newsletter.
July 2020 issue https://www.europe-air-sports.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAS-Newsletter-July-20201.pdf

GA LICENSING
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/general-aviation

91

CAA CONSULTATIONS
PILOT SURVEY ON THE USE OF MOVING MAPS
Why do some pilots use moving maps and others don't? The Airspace Infringement Working Group
(AIWG) has developed a new online survey to follow up on issues highlighted through causal factor
analysis of reported airspace infringements.
Please pass this link on to anyone who may wish to share their views on the use of moving
maps: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AIWG-Moving-Maps
The AIWG is part of the Airspace & Safety Initiative, a collaboration between the Civil Aviation Authority,
NATS and MoD, with participation and support from general aviation aerodromes, clubs and
associations.

CAA RESPONSE TO CONSULTATIONS
DRAFT PROCEDURE FOR REVIEWING THE CLASSIFICATION OF AIRSPACE
The Consultation closed: 17th September 2020. Once the CAA has made any modifications needed to
their proposed procedure in the light of those responses, they will publish the new procedure in
November 2020 for effect from 1 December 2020.
Responses, where they have consent to publish, can be viewed by following the link for online
responses
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/policy-development/draft-procedure-to-review-airspaceclassification/consultation/published_select_respondent
and this link for various offline responses https://consultations.caa.co.uk/policy-development/draftprocedure-to-review-airspace-classification/

For other responses and CAA action taken
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/we_asked_you_said/

on

recent

closed

consultations
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see

http://www.airleague.co.uk

The Air League believes deeply in and champions aviation and aerospace and highlights their role in
security, technological innovation and their important contribution to British society and British economy.
Effort, commitment and regular events have been pivotal in shaping the entire aviation and aerospace
sector and driving debate and policy agendas as has encouraging and attracting the young bright minds
and talent of tomorrow via the ongoing provision of many Scholarships and Bursaries. The Air League
also works regularly with disadvantaged groups using aviation and aerospace as a gateway to lifechanging experiences and opportunities.

NEWS
2020 DRONE SCHOLARSHIP
On the 24th August 2020, the Air League and Eagle Eye Innovations/RUSTA, held an assessment day
for the 2020 Drone Scholarships.
This follows the success of the 2019 programme which saw two winners embark on careers with drones
– Harry started his own drone photography business and Jemma, joined a multi-national web-based
company as a drone flight operations officer.
The initial selection process was based on application forms and the shortlisted candidates were invited
to a selection day at RUSTA’s HQ in Lincoln. The day involved an interview conducted by Tiina
Conacher of the Air League and Sion Roberts CEO of EEI/RUSTA. Tiina, a Work Psychologist by
profession, had previously worked in the military and civilian context in selection and recruitment. She
ensured that a fair but suitable selection criteria and process was followed. This consisted of an interview
followed by a flight aptitude element to ensure the candidates had the ability to operate a Small
Unmanned Air System competently and safely. The test flight used a DJI Mavic 2 Zoom with a 8 inch
Crystal Sky screen. No previous experience was expected, rather, the test flight concentrated on
understanding the aptitude of the shortlisted candidates in becoming drone pilots.
Sion Roberts said “This year the shortlisted individuals were of such a high standard it was almost
impossible to differentiate between such inspiring individuals, therefore I made the decision to increase
the number of scholarships to three.”
The Air League and RUSTA were absolutely blown away by the commitment and passion shown by all
scholars who attended the assessment day and are delighted to announce that this year’s successful
scholars were:
Geraldine Hill
Archie Hilton-Bailey and
Joe Potter
The scholars will receive a free place on the RUSTA UAS training course to attain their Permission for
Commercial Operation (PfCO) and the opportunity to complete an NVQ Level 4 at the same time.

PROJECT SLINGSHOT
Project Slingshot, supported by the Department for Transport, is the Air League's new National Youth
Plane Building Programme that aims to initially build 3 aircraft for cadet and youth flying training and
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delivery of Air League flying scholarships. The project builds on the recent very successful pilot project,
Centennial Wings, which was supported by the Air League and Boeing between 2016 – 2020.
The Air League’s Project Slingshot took a great step forward on the 8th October 2020 with the delivery of
the first aircraft kit to their build partner in the West Midlands.

Nick West, the CEO of the Air League said: “We have had some fantastic support for the programme so
far, which will genuinely make a huge difference to many young people who aspire to a career in the
aviation and aerospace industries”.
Project Slingshot will give young people practical, hands-on experience in aviation manufacture and
flight. The initiative will support groups of young people to deliver a complete aircraft and to develop
practical skills in engineering, project management and teamwork. Project Slingshot aircraft deliver a
legacy beyond the initial build programme, with each completed aircraft planned to deliver many years of
flying for cadets, other youth groups and Air League scholars.

(Photo: The Air League)

Project Slingshot uniquely focuses on a professional build standard delivered by actively mentored
young people, through drawing upon expertise within the RAF Sport Aircraft charitable organisation, the
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aviation and aerospace industries, the Light Aircraft Association and core programme partners.
Deploying an innovative build and programme management system,
The project will better equip the young people involved to launch their future careers, whether inside or
outside the aviation sector and includes Apprentices, Cadet and youth groups, UTCs and university
students and schools, who will experience valuable hands on time on the aircraft as well as engineering,
manufacturing and aircraft technologies learning. The participants will gain mentoring from industry
experts, armed forces engineers and a range of volunteer/partner organisations such as RAF Sport
Aircraft.
Project Slingshot uses the catalyst of building a plane to capture the imagination of young people and
explore the different aspects of aircraft manufacture and each ach project will employ an innovative
distributed build ideally with three locations in a region for empennage, wings and fuselage.

Teams will come together for final assembly and build sections in rotation, in order to maximise the
impact of the project. The Air Leagues long-term programme will inspire and enable young people to
greatly benefit industry, the armed forces, civil aviation and the national skills agenda.
Each project will involve:
• Up to three build locations within each region, with potential separate builds for the wings,
fuselage and tail sections
• A minimum of three teams of young people, each focusing on one build section. Each section can
have multiple teams working on it, depending on the format of the individual project
• One overall project manager, ensuring that build quality is maintained across the teams;
standardisation, intra build collaboration and mutual learning.
The aircraft built by the Project Slingshot teams will be an Airplane Factory Sling 2.
This has been specifically selected to fulfil the key criteria to enable the aircraft to have a lasting legacy
for young people in aviation, In particular the Sling 2:
• Is recognised by the CAA and LAA as being appropriate for flight training an remunerated use
• Can be certified for night flying in Instrument Meteorological Conditions
• Has been used in STEM programmes and for training all over the world
• Is able to be stored outdoors during the summer and has a large fuel capacity, meaning that it is
ideal for the efficient use of the aircraft for flying training and experience days for young people
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The Airplane Factory Sling 2 aircraft (photo: The Airplane Factory)

The completed aircraft will be utilised for military cadets and other youth organisations' ab initio flying
and also will offer Night Flying in Instrument Meteorological Conditions several thousand young people
over a typical 25-year service lifetime.
If you are able to offer the Air League any support in Warwickshire and the West Midlands or have any
contacts who might, please get in touch with David Nagle, the Air League’s Director of Development,
t: 020 7766 3458, m: 079 3032 0191 or email: david.nagle@airleague.co.uk

Are you, or do you know a University of West London Airline, Airport &
Aviation Management Student?
If so, all are now members of the Air League! This means that they are eligible to apply for Air League
Scholarship and Bursary programmes, as well as gain exclusive access to networking and social events
within the industry. To apply now for Air League Scholarships (up to 12 hours of free flying) and
Bursaries, visit the Scholarships page https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarships/ to see what you/they
could be a part of.

AIR LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIPS
Over the past decade, Air League Scholarships worth over £2 million have been allocated to young
people across the UK and 2020 will see significant changes being to our scholarships and bursaries.
New opportunities will be introduced for the benefit of future pilots, aspiring aerospace engineers and
other aviation professionals.
Flying Scholarships provide 12 hours of Powered Flight training towards the award of a Private Pilot’s
Licence (PPL). The scholarship supports aspiring pilots gain further experience and is best suited to
those who have already done some powered flying previously or for experienced glider pilots wanting to
make the switch. Scholars undertake their training as a residential course over approximately 10 days to
ensure consistency in their learning and to allow training as a small group with other scholars so that a
fun, open learning environment can develop. The Air League works with the Royal Air Force Sport
Aircraft Flying Schools and other partner organisations in the UK to deliver the flying training.
NEW 5-hour flying scholarship. This scholarship is intended for those people who are interested in
flying but have had limited opportunities to do so. This scholarship will be residential and consist of 5hours of flying over a 5-day period. You will also be provided with an understanding of what it is like to be
a pilot, how you can become one either in a commercial or military setting and what training routes are
available to you. Those who successfully complete the 5-hour flying scholarship are encouraged to apply
for the 12-hour flying scholarship the following year. Applications usually opens November and
closes in February.
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Flying Bursary Programme supports advanced flying training for current Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL)
holders as well as those yet to gain their licence and who need assistance in finishing their training or
can be used towards night, instrument and aerobatics ratings. Applications welcome from disabled pilots
who are looking to gain additional flying experience. The annual bursary programme opens for
applications every January.
Air League Engineering Scholarships: a completely new and fresh approach to introducing young
people to the exciting and varied world of Aerospace Engineering. Applications open shortly
https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarshipsold/engineering-scholarships
New format gliding scholarships: a 3-day residential course (usually in August) aimed at those who
have some or no previous gliding experience. As well as up to 2 hours of gliding each day, we will also
provide you with an introduction to how an airfield works as well as ground school tuition. Applications
for 2021 open January 2021.
Airline Pilot Standards Multi-Crew Cooperation Course (APS MCC): Skyborne are offering two Air
League members two 50% Scholarships on their APS MCC Course.The course at Gloucestershire
Airport is available, standalone, for pilots who have completed their CPL and MEIR elsewhere and is a
significant part of Skyborne’s flagship EASA Integrated ATPL course. The applications are on pause until
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. https://www.airleague.co.uk/skyborne-aps-mcc-scholarship
ATPL Ground School Scholarships: two 50% ground school scholarships which entitle the winners to
half of the cost of their ATPL(A) distance learning theory course at Bristol Groundschool.
https://www.bristol.gs https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarshipsold/atpl-groundschool-scholarship/
Hoping to return in 2021 The Space Scholarship is a unique opportunity for 17-18 year old students
who have completed their GCSEs and are interested in the space industry and astronomy in particular.
The scholarship entitles you to a place on the residential Senior Space School hosted by the University
of Leicester in July/August.
http://www.spaceschool.co.uk https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarshipsold/space-scholarships
Flying Scholarships for Disabled Veterans: The Air League and Boeing, in collaboration with Help for
Heroes, Battle Back and Aerobility offer numerous flying and gliding opportunities for disabled veterans
and current service personnel. https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarshipsold/scholarships-for-disabledveterans
Stelios Disabled Pilots’ Scholarship: The Air League partners with the Stelios Philanthropic
Foundation, in association with Aerobility, to support an aspiring disabled pilot to achieve something
incredible. As well as a chance to work towards a Private Pilot’s Licence, this scholarship gave a wider
group of individuals to try out flying with Aerobility. https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarshipsold/steliosphilanthropic-foundation-ppl-scholarship/

SOARING 2 SUCCESS
The Air League, together with Southend-on-Sea Borough Council, South Essex Local Authorities, The
Voluntary Sector and STEM Learning, is inviting young people of South Essex including Southend,
Thurrock, Rochford and beyond to come and take part in the Soaring 2 Success which is landing in the
region from September 2020. This project is being offered to young people aged 14+ across South
Essex https://yoursay.southend.gov.uk/soaring-2-success-south-essex
See YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES section in this Newsletter for more information
Check out https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarships for full details
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BURSARIES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FUNDS
These pages are a compilation of RAeC Member Organisations bursaries, scholarships and Funds
together with others that may be of interest.

ROYAL AERO CLUB BURSARIES
2021 Bursary application forms and terms and conditions will be available for download on the
Royal Aero Club Trust website (www.royalaeroclubtrust.org) in September.
Air sports youngsters aged from 14 to 21 years (24 years in the case of Advanced Bursaries)
are encouraged to submit applications; this includes light aircraft pilots, glider pilots, skydivers,
model aircraft and drone flyers, paraglide and hang-glide and microlight pilots, balloon pilots,
and flight simulator pilots.
The closing date for applications will be 31st March 2021.

VINTAGE AIRCRAFT CLUB: LIZ INWOOD TAILDRAGGER SCHOLARSHIP
The Scholarship, named in memory of the late Tiger Moth pilot and flying instructor Liz Inwood, is funded
by donations from the Vintage Aircraft Club, Light Aircraft Association and the Inwood estate.
2020 applications opened June 2020 and closed 30 th September. The 2020 scholarship was awarded
in October. : http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk
See the LAA section in this Newsletter

FLYING FOR THE DISABLED 2021 SCHOLARSHIPS
A scholarship includes 35 hours flight tuition and associated ground school which means that most will
have flown solo and some, at their own expense, have gone on to achieve their PPL. Scholarships
commence with a scholar’s seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are introduced to their
instructors and scholar training partner(s).
Flying training is undertaken at flying schools in the UK between May and October and will be of three or
four-weeks duration in either a PA-28 or a Microlight aircraft.
To apply for a scholarship complete the online enquiry form and a full application form will then be sent
to you.
https://www.fsdp.co.uk/apply/#masthead

Closing Date: November 30th 2020

THE FAI AEROMODELLING SCHOLARSHIP
An annual scholarship of €2000 is awarded to pilots aged between 16 and 21 to help fund young pilots’
education. Any young Aeromodelling pilot can be nominated, as long as they are between 16 and 21
years old.
On the form, the nominated pilot must list their education plans and achievements and, of course,
Aeromodelling results.
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The nomination must also include a personal letter of one page written by the nominated person, on the
following topic: What role did Aeromodelling play in your life and what are your aspirations for the future?
https://www.fai.org/news/aeromodelling-scholarship-and-spirit-flight
The BMFA will send the nomination to the FAI Office before 15th November in order to be
considered for the following year.
Contact BMFA HQ for more information admin@bmfa.org

2020 PROFESSIONAL HELICOPTER PILOT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME
Helicentre Aviation Academy has extended the deadline of its 2020 Professional Helicopter Pilot
Scholarship Programme. Applicants now have until 31st December 2020 to apply for the scholarships
which include a fully-funded modular Commercial Pilot’s Licence, a Flight Instructor Course, and a
number of part-funded sponsorships worth over £150,000 in total.
The programme is open to all Helicentre Aviation students who obtain their PPL(H) at the Academy
before the deadline. Prospective applicants can register their interest and download the application form
at www.helicopterscholarships.com
LAUNCHPOINT BURSARIES / AWARDS
Launchpoint is a registered British charity that supports gliding and aims to provide opportunities to
experience gliding and to help participants, of all ages, to develop with the sport. It does this through the
Caroline Trust Awards and the Ted Lys Awards.
The Caroline Trust Award application form can be found here
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pwmf-lp/caroline-trust-application-form/
The Ted Lys Award application form can be found here https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/ted-lysaward-application-form/
For further information and details: https://members.gliding.co.uk/launchpoint/
Launchpoint is also the BGA’s adopted charity and provides Launchpoint’s website at no cost.

RAF CHARITABLE TRUST
The RAF Charitable Trust is developing a number of Scholarships and Awards open to serving airman,
cadets and members of the wider RAF family. These range from Scholarships for Disabled People to Air
Cadets and 6th Form Scholars with potential follow on into University to glider flying training.
https://www.airtattoo.com/the-trust/scholarships-and-awards
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THE PHILIP WILLS MEMORIAL FUND (for GLIDING CLUBS)
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund supports UK gliding by lending money to gliding clubs for capital
projects e.g. purchasing land or equipment, with the Trustees having a broad brief to enable them to
provide a diversity of financial assistance to both clubs and individuals.
The Fund lends at (very) low rates of interest, usually over periods less than 10 years. Typical loans
would be up to c £60k. The application process is simple with the Fund’s trustees generally only looking
to see that there is a good business case for the expenditure and (in order to protect the Fund) that the
club has the ability to make monthly repayments.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/club-development/pwmf

ARMSTRONG-ISAACS BURSARY
The Armstrong-Isaacs bursaries (up to £1,500) are intended to help young PPL trainees (up to 30 years
of age) through that later stage of the course when cross country navigational exercises mean that twohour, or longer, lessons are required, with the correspondingly higher costs over a single hour’s lesson.
To that end, applicants must already have a minimum of five hours’ solo.
Details of the 2020 bursary application can be found at
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Bursary/AI.html
All applications must be completed on the form available on the LAA website.
Please complete and email to office@laa.uk.com with the subject title Armstrong/Isaacs Bursary.
Applications should arrive on or before the closing date of 1st December 2020. The LAA may contact
you for further information, and may request an interview, if it is thought necessary.
Successful applicants will be notified during February 2021.

AIR CADET GLIDING FUNDING
If you are an Air Cadet you can apply for gliding funding via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk

AIR LEAGUE DRONE and OTHER AVIATION SCHOLARSHIPS
Checkout the AIR LEAGUE section in this Newsletter for details for more Air League scholarships and
bursaries covering powered and glider flying, engineering, commercial, ground school and disabled
pilots scholarships.
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES
YOUTH IN AVIATION
Youth in Aviation is a collaboration of the non-profit, charitable and educational organisations involved
in enabling young people from all backgrounds to experience aviation and aerospace inspiring the next
generation. There are 16 organisations involved including YES, RAF Cadets, Scouts; the Air League,
Young Air Pilots, the BGA, RAF Museums, the RAeS, Brooklands Museum all working together
aiming to further the opportunities and access to aviation and aerospace activities and providing over
£300,000 of scholarships and bursaries each year.
The General Aviation Awareness Council have educational information for schools and many of their
members offer special facilities from visits to local airfields and pleasure flights to arranging for helicopter
visits to school sports field.
See http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress

YES
Ellie Carter has joined the YES committee and current Chairman Stewart Luck has proposed her to
replace him as Chairman at some point in the future. Watch this space!
Rumanian Rares Turcu, new young engineer YES member, is a Ryanair apprentice and working on a
B@P project with others in the Ryanair hangar at Stansted.
My thanks to Rares for this report:
A bit about myself... My name is Rares Turcu, I am 20 years old and I am an apprentice engineer for
Ryanair. I think my passion for aviation started the same way it does for many people, by being exposed
to it from a young age and doing activities that my classmates would not even believe I am doing.
When was 11 years old, still living in Romania, my mum got me a flight in a microlight at a nearby
aerodrome to our town. Before that I was attracted to the medical industry because my mum was a
Midwife and I liked that hospital environment. However, that one flight was enough... That one flight
changed everything I had in mind as a kid and I knew what my path will be. Before we took off I was
pretty excited but from the moment the wheels left the ground and we were airborne I just could not stop
smiling, even after landing I couldn't stop, I loved it so much. My mum goes up as well and when she
returns I was already in the agricultural helicopter that was at the aerodorme looking in the cockpit, with
the same smile that I had when she left. The gentleman told my mum that she doesn't have to pay for
me and I am welcome to come there as often as I wish.
I ended up spending two summers at that aerodrome seeing light aircraft being stripped apart and
passing tools, getting flights every now and then on light aircraft and the occasional flight in the AN-2 (my
favourite). I was coming home burnt from the sun but with the same big smile on my face. Every now
and then I was meeting very old pilots with thousands and thousands of hours of experience with
amazing stories, I met this gentleman with 30,000 hours... The stories I heard from him were absolutely
amazing and I wanted to see myself like him in the future.
In June 2014 I moved to the United Kingdom, I started school and after a short while I joined the Air
Cadets, I wanted to continue my passion for aviation. After 3 months of service as a cadet I have been
honoured with the "The Best New Recruit" award from the Essex wing. I can say that in the Cadets I had
the best time of my life, we had flights in the Chinook, Merlin, Sea King, Grob Tutor. I participated in
many competitions and camps with them and I learnt so much and it would only increase my passion for
aviation. Shortly afterwards, I began my PPL and I am almost complete. On Sunday I had the QXC flight
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which couldn't have gone better. At the same time, when I began flying I joined Stansted Airport College
on a Pre-Apprenticeship course.
I was sent to represent the College and motivate the younger generation onto this industry. I have been
live on Sky News; have spoken on the stage at the BBGA conferences twice and got the opportunity to
meet so many important people in this industry, which I still keep in contact with and often ask for advice.
I also had the amazing opportunity to do my work experience with Antonov and had the chance to board
the AN-124.
I absolutely loved telling the younger generation about what I am doing and how they can get into this
industry. I was so fulfilled with happiness when they were leaving and absolutely certain that they want to
join this industry too. I feel like there has to be that certain someone that will show you their passion and
you will end up following their dream as well...
After finishing the Pre-Apprenticeship course I was offered a job by multiple companies but Ryanair was
the one that I wanted, since I went there on a trip I knew that was the company I was to go for. At the
moment, I am on my first year in the Apprenticeship and I am completing modules along with practical
experience which I absolutely love to bits.
On the side, we are also working on the project aeroplane, a Rans S6ES, which is a simple ultralight
aircraft which comes as a kit. When we received it it was only pipes, which we ended up turning into a
fuselage.

It is an amazing project for us because the skills that we learn and improve will be easily transferred onto
the bigger 737s. We have made mistakes which we have learnt from, we’ve got used to an aircraft
manual layout and how it works and we have also improved our teamwork skills along with many other
things.

THE RYANAIR PROJECT
Andrew Daines, head of training at Ryanair engineering at Stansted teamed up with YES on their first
Build a Plane project with their engineering students. See the Summer issue of this Newsletter
Stewart Luck, YES Chairman and Cllr Geof Driscol looking at the progress on the Rans.
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Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, and
more commonly abbreviated to YES, works together with LAA Clubs, leading industry companies, local
education authorities, schools and universities and many others to educate, encourage and inspire
young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with aviation, through:
Aircraft building projects (YES Build-a-Plane)

Training in meteorology, navigation and airmanship

Exhibits and activities for young people at aviation shows

Arranging talks and practical activity sessions for schools and youth groups

Arranging aviation activity days for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers, Girl Guides and others

Production and demonstration of training equipment for navigation and radio communications

Maintaining an independent web-based aviation information centre for youngsters, and

Providing guidance on a future career in the varied world of aviation.
YES are a group of aviation enthusiasts and pilots who organise and support events to help youngsters
develop an interest in flying and get them into the air.

GET HIGH VOLARE!
My thanks to Tim Wiltshire for his report on GET HIGH VOLARE! ... their progress continues
relentlessly...!
Well, it’s been a “strange” kind of flying season this year, off and on like a lightbulb, and still the
confusion continues. However despite this, we are continuing to thrive.
The pandemic has really stuffed our flying operations with the kids, whereby, even though “technically”
we can now fly them, our partner organisations prefer to err on the side of caution, and hence we have
had to put this on the back burner until the spring.
Fortunately, this has given us a window to catch-up on all the nitty-gritty work that we otherwise never
seem to get around to.
So this year, we have been adding to our static facilities, by building a 30m x 10m Hangar, out of
completely re-cycled materials.
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It has been a major project due to its novel construction, but as it nears completion, we are very happy
with the space it will afford us. We will finally be able to keep all of our aircraft under one roof, while
freeing up our workshop space for the kids projects. Key to this project is the support and engagement of
our new Sponsor “METSA WOOD”, who, for those who do not know the company, are a Finnish multinational, who manage forests and produce timber for the world's construction market, and produce
structural composite timber beams. In addition to this support, once the pandemic eventually abates, we
will be working ever more closely with them in our educational STEM and environmental programs as
part of our into school packages. As METSA manage a large part of the forests in Finland, and plant
more trees than they cut, this is particularly relevant. BTW. They also plant Sitka Spruce, so with any
luck we will all still be able to build and repair our wooden aircraft into the next century.
METSA WOOD have been, and continue to be, very generous and supportive sponsors, and to this end,
we can proudly announce, that we have selected our Quasar flexwing to carry their livery during its
travels around the country to various locations and events.

Sponsorship of GET HIGH VOLARE! main aircraft, the Quantum "Ella Roberta", is still up for grabs. First
come, first served (provided the sponsor has good environmental credentials)).
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Despite the pandemic, here at GHV, we have had a pretty good year all round, and in addition to having
been able to catch up with some of our other project work, the preparations for our TWO world record
attempts next year are well under way.
So watch this space guys! This is really exciting stuff...
Tim Wiltshire says please keep the donated “Hangar Queens” coming in, as they need as many aircraft
and engine spares as they can lay their hands on to support their flying operations.

JUNIOR GLIDING CENTRES (JGCS)
The British Gliding Association has set up a network of Junior Gliding Centres (JGCs) to help you get
what you want out of the sport. Each centre is part of a leading BGA affiliated club and is just the place
to meet up with other young pilots, develop your gliding skills and have a great time. Everything is set up
so that you’ll feel part of the gang from day one and can get straight down (or up!) to flying and having
fun.
Subject to completing the required training, you can fly a glider solo at age 14. And there is no upper age
limit.
https://www.gliding.co.uk/juniorgliding

UK JUNIOR GLIDING
https://members.gliding.co.uk/junior-gliding
The 'mission statement' of UK Junior Gliding is:


To promote, encourage and develop Junior Gliding within the UK, and remove barriers to
participation at all levels.


To ensure British gliding continues to grow from grass roots, and that young pilots are
retained within the sport.
Each year, we normally hold something called 'The Winter Series.' This is three weekend-long events,
each at a different gliding clubs in the UK. The idea is to get as many Junior pilots together as possible
and allow them to experience flying at sites and in gliders they would not normally have access to i.e. to
inspire them to see what is possible.
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We invite lots of two-seaters to come along to allow Junior pilots that are not solo, or who do not have
access to their own glider, to fly. A lot of these two seaters are quite high performance, so not what
Junior pilots would normally get to fly in during their training.
The Winter Series also allows Junior pilots to make friends with like-minded people from across the
country. Lucy Wootton of the UK Junior Gliding Development Team says “I am just out of the Juniors
age bracket myself (Juniors are up to 26 officially), so I am part of the team that does the organisation
now. From experience, I met some of my closest friends at these events. Also, as someone that studied
Aeronautical Engineering at university, getting involved in Gliding has been invaluable to understand the
practical side of how a glider works, to complement the theory learnt at university.”
I am sure this is true for a lot of our Junior pilots who go on to careers in aviation. Our Facebook
page has a lot of pictures and information from past events (https://www.facebook.com/ukjuniorgliding).
For obvious reasons, we could not do the Winter Series in its normal format this year, so we have gone
online. The plan for the eWinter Series is attached below.

All events start at 8pm. To register for any of the talks or Bronze lectures, the link
is: https://members.gliding.co.uk/webinars/
After each talk, lecture or Condor race, they can be found on our YouTube Channel,
at: https://www.youtube.com/user/UKJuniorGlidingTV/featured for anyone that is not able to attend at the
time. All Condor races are also live streamed on the YouTube Channel.

SOARING 2 SUCCESS
The Air League, together with Southend-on-Sea Borough Council, South Essex Local Authorities, The
Voluntary Sector and STEM Learning, is inviting young people of South Essex including Southend,
Thurrock, Rochford and beyond to come and take part in the Soaring 2 Success which is landing in the
region from September 2020. This project is being offered to young people aged 14+ across South
Essex.
The Soaring 2 Success is now ready to take off and will see lots of activities being brought to South
Essex that showcase the Aviation and Aerospace industries through a series of workshops, competitions
and gliding opportunities in 2020-2021.
The Air League will be providing resources through participating schools but also want to offer this
opportunity out to all young people in the region who are passionate, interested or curious about aviation
and aerospace. The activities will be mostly aimed at 14-18 year olds but they will be providing some
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learning resources for primary school aged children as well as inviting those young adults who are
already over 18 to take part as well. It is never too early or late to get into aviation!

If you live in South Essex and want to take part or know someone who does, register your interest by
completing this form https://yoursay.southend.gov.uk/soaring-2-success-south-essex and they will be in
touch.
On the project young people will have the opportunity to learn about the careers available in the aviation
sector through a range of activities and inspirational talks from industry professionals. Young people will
also be invited to take part in a competition for a chance to win one of the 100 gliding experiences being
offered as well as finding out how to apply for a scholarship after the project!
Virtual sessions will be run either in school, college or during other groups (for example young carers)
and will also be recorded and made available to be completed at home.
October 2020 - January 2021 - Virtual Workshops & Activities
Hear from a variety of industry professionals and take part in work place focused activities.
February/March 2021 - Competition Begins
All young people will be asked to complete a video entry explaining about themselves, what they have
enjoyed and learnt from the project and why they would like to take part in the gliding experience.
April 2021 - Gilding Opportunity
Gliding opportunity for 100 young people (winners of the competition).
Summer 2021 - Scholarship Opportunity
Opportunity for young people to apply for the national Air League scholarship programme.
Soaring 2 Success South Essex - Virtual Introduction Sign Up Form
https://yoursay.southend.gov.uk/soaring-2-success-south-essex/survey_tools/soaring-2-success-projectsign-up
The Air League welcomes contact from local schools, youth groups and third sector organisations to get
your groups involved in this initiative in South Essex and would also love to hear from you if you are a
local company or person working in the field of aviation and aerospace to help support the events.
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CADET SCHEMES
There are many opportunities and the majority of gliding clubs in the UK offer cadet schemes. These
schemes offer lower flying rates and sometime FREE flying in return for assisting with daily club
operations. Contact your nearest gliding club for details
If you are an Air Cadet additional funding is also available to you via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk for details.

YOUNG PERSON'S MICROLIGHT FLYING BURSARY
The BMAA fund each year selected candidates aged between 15 and 20 (on the date of the award) for a
flight training bursary.
In order to qualify these candidates must show some history of an interest in microlighting and will be
selected by an appointed panel. There will be some additional flying and ground based assessments to
ensure the BMAA get exactly the right people.
If you would like to be considered please complete and
https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/bursary-application-form

submit

the

form

found

at

Application for 2021 will likely close 31th March 2021.

UNIVERSITY GLIDING CLUBS
University gliding clubs offer students a fantastic start in gliding. Usually based at the local gliding club,
University clubs have excellent access to modern fleets of training aircraft and some of the larger
university clubs even have their own gliders and instructors.
These clubs are often subsidised by the university and offer very good rates on flying to help cashstrapped students into the air.
There’s more information about university gliding, a map of the universities which have gliding clubs and
some advice about setting your own club up if your university doesn’t already have one.
Contact the BGA office and ask to be put in touch with our university gliding co-ordinator.
office@gliding.co.uk 01162 892956
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http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

The Vintage Aircraft Club may be of interest to RAeC members who fly older aircraft types and aim of
the Vintage Aircraft Club is to provide a focal body for owners, pilots and enthusiasts of vintage and
classic light aircraft by arranging fly-ins and other events as well as publishing a magazine called
“Vintage and Classic”. VAC has 350 members from all walks of life. Some are airline captains, Air Traffic
Controllers or Airfield Managers, some work for the NHS and others are engineers, designers,
photographers, aviation historians and writers, enthusiasts and amateur aircraft builders. Many are also
PPL’s.

NEWS
My thanks to Anne Hughes, Chair of VAC for her report
The challenges have continued throughout the summer for the Vintage Aircraft Club. Uncertainty about
events going ahead as planned is usually driven by the weather. However we have had the ‘Event
postponed’ note pinned on our calendar this year on more occasions than we would have liked to see
owing to the pandemic and it looks as if 2021 will be an amazingly busy year! Fingers crossed [Ed]
When VAC visited Popham Airfield at the end of February for our Airfield Adventures Day, just before
lockdown began, and were determined to return with our aeroplanes!
Finally a date in August was confirmed for our Summer Picnic and we were overwhelmed by the
welcome we received, with thanks to Mike Pearson.

It was a real joy to see VAC aircraft arrive despite the somewhat damp conditions.
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Popham’s new control tower was in the final stages of construction and catering on site was second to
none. A photographer was on hand from Global Aviation Resources and a selection of photos from the
day, and much more, is on our Facebook page.
The first Saturday of September gave us an opportunity for a last-minute arrangement with Turweston
Aerodrome for a late Summer fly-in. This would have been the time when the LAA Rally was in full swing
at Sywell, but sadly the Rally was cancelled so it seemed an opportunity to give our members a chance
to meet up at an airfield where all the Covid government guidelines were strictly enforced and members
would feel they were in a carefully managed environment.
On the day the Midland group from the Guild of Aviation Artists also joined us and we were able to peep
over a few shoulders to see our aircraft brilliantly re-created by talented artists.

Unusually for the VAC the weather was superb, the diversity of aircraft arriving was amazing and we
were grateful again to the airfield operators for overseeing a very busy day.

We had planned to present the Vintage Aircraft Club awards (see RAeC Spring Newsletter 2020) to the
worthy recipients at our annual dinner, which due to Covid was postponed to 9 th October. It soon
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became apparent that we could not hold a dinner for 60 guests this year so we looked ‘outside the box’
and another aviation first was conceived – the VAC’s Click and Collect Award Day.
We set up a table in Alan Turney’s hangar at Turweston and invited our awardees to attend in a given
time slot and come into the hangar one at a time. The citation was read, with thanks to our trophy
steward, Rob Stobo; crowd cheering and clapping was courtesy of Google and a photographer was on
hand. Cake was also provided! Any awardees who were unable to make the Click and Collect Awards
will have their individual presentation which we are arranging throughout the autumn.
It is a huge privilege to meet our awardees and an opportunity for us to hear about their achievements in
aviation.
Our congratulations to all the 2020 award winners
Allen Clewley Trophy - Andrew Caldecott and Andrew Butterworth
Denis Fry Cup - Dot Mathie
Desmond Penrose Silver Salver - Richard Blain
Ernie Lingard Trophy - Steph Giles
George Davidson Cup - Tony Ryan-Fecitt
Graham England Trophy - Zoe Mallam
John Blake Rose Bowl - Mike Fowler
John Edwards Trophy - Ray Nicholson
Liz Inwood Trophy - Anne Hughes
Mo Thompson Trophy - Kath Burnham
Pietenpol Prop - Alan Turney
Tony Harold Memorial Picture - Peter March
VAC Group Trophy - The Real Aeroplane Company
VAC Photography Shield - Roger Syratt

VAC’s winter programme continues with a Zoom AGM in October; several Hangar Workshops at Old
Warden and Turweston; an aviation poetry evening in January and they have a long list on their ‘wish
list’ of events for 2021.
Do visit the VAC website to see more and, with an ever increasing membership, you can be assured
joining the VAC gives you the opportunity to meet and socialise with like-minded aviators in a friendly
and relaxed way in many different locations.
All updates and news of VAC events can be viewed on the VAC website.
http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk
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