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David Monks our new RAeC Chairman

After six successful years at the helm, on behalf of all of us at The Royal Aero Club of the United
Kingdom, I extended a sincere thank you to outgoing Chairman, Patrick Naegeli.
It is a huge honour to be elected as Chairman. While it puts me in a position of privilege, I see it very
much as a responsibility and it will have it challenges - something I am very much looking forward to.
My initial focus will be to represent member associations on key matters concerning airspace and
regulatory issues; position the Royal Aero Club to become more influential within FAI; actively
promote medals and awards amongst the member associations and to co-ordinate the resource and
knowledge within associations regarding CAA permissions and regulations for competitions.
I'm looking forward to getting on with the job in hand.

David
Chairman
The Royal Aero Club of Great Britain

Who is David Monks?

David is professionally qualified as an electrical engineer, a helicopter

pilot and has fronted helicopter sport flying in the UK since 2005, adopting new and exciting changes
to make it a crowd facing race based spectator sport. The UK was the first country to adopt the format
which has given helicopters a new direction. He gained his PPL(H) in 1995 and began flying in
competitions in 2000 and continues to do so representing the UK on the world stage. He is currently
introducing a trans-Atlantic race series for 2019. Flying is very much his passion and he is a firm
believer of encouraging others to fly and is the UK’s delegate for rotorcraft (CIG) in FAI and the
current chairman of the Helicopter Club of Great Britain.
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FROM YOUR EDITOR
Having had a few emails from people asking if their electronic Summer RAeC Newsletter issue
had gone astray, I responded that due to circumstances beyond my control publishing Summer
issue of the Newsletter had been delayed. It has been decided, for this year only, to combine
the Autumn and Winter issues to provide something to tickle the aviation AirSport taste buds
over the festive period.
My thanks to Paul Tallet and Mark at Progression Marketing for setting the front cover of this
Autumn/Winter issue and to Gordon Rigg for permission to use his “selfie”.
Disappointingly I have not been doing much aviating myself since July as working dawn to dusk,
well it certainly felt like it, refurbishing a flat for my daughter. She has just left drama school to
fledge her own wings in the big bad world of acting and South London. Sadly this also meant II
had to give up my place in Team GB for the FAI 21st World Air Rally Championships being held
in Dubnica, Slovakia, as funds were being directed to the ever escalating costs of the
refurbishment.

It certainly brings home, no pun intended, that GB AirSport Teams are at a great disadvantage
having to usually self-fund compared to our world counterparts as not receiving either receiving
corporate or governmental funding for training, competition fees and reimbursement of out of
pocket expenses when representing our country.
Whilst the weather has finally turned autumnal with grey and cloudy skies, odd showers and
brisk winds there have been windows of clear blue sky flying days and hopefully many more to
come during our winter months.
Much of this year has seen various tributes to the fallen of the Great War, and rightly so. My
maternal grandfather served and was wounded at Gallipoli and sent to Palestine, as it then was,
to recover before being sent back to fight at The Somme. Thankfully he survived.
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However the start of The Great War saw the entry of aviation into the battle zone and the first
aircraft downed another on 5th October 1914. French Pilot Joseph Frantz and his
mechanic/observer shot down a German Aviatik B1. Not with their newly fitted Hotchkiss
machine gun, as it had jammed, but with a rifle having flown to within 10 metres of the German
aircraft. There followed aircraft design invention and development as the Allies and Central
Powers of the German, Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires and Kingdom of Bulgaria
strived for aerial domination.

I know it takes time to get responses my emails and telephones calls requesting information,
competition results, future events, news and jpegs so where I have used information from your
websites, and other sources, I have taken that as usual this will be with your blessing, with
photographs credited where known.
For future issues please email copy and jpegs (labelled please) Newsletter contributions to
jude@royalaeroclub.uk

Jude

Wordsworth

Editor
For further information on any items contained in this Newsletter, please contact the RAeC Office at 31 St
Andrew’s Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE or on 0116 244 0182 or at secretary@royalaeroclub.org
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http://royalaeroclub.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom (RAeC) is the national co-ordinating body for Air
Sport in the United Kingdom.
Today its principal roles is to co-ordinate, promote and protect all forms of recreational and
competitive air sport in the UK, represent UK air sport internationally and has a major role in
setting technical standards, negotiating with international official bodies and, in consultation
with our member organisations, appoint UK delegates to the various Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale (FAI) Commissions.

RAeC NEWS
At the meeting of the Royal Aero Club Council in August, David Monks was appointed as the
new Chairman following Patrick Naegeli’s decision to stand down after six very successful
years in the post. However, we have not lost Patrick Naegeli’s experience or expertise as he
has been elected as a RAeC Vice President.

One of David’s first jobs on his appointment as RAeC Chairman was to attend the 112th FAI
Conference. My thanks to David for the following report:I was in the unique position of attending the 112th FAI Conference in Luxor to represent
the Royal Aero Club of The United Kingdom and also to represent the FAI Rotorcraft
Commission (CIG) on behalf of the Commission President, Jacques Berlo, who was
unable to attend.
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This meant that the three day conference was extended to a nine day haul as Luxor is not
the easiest of places to get to and there was a solid timetable of meetings starting four
days before the General Conference commenced. This severely reduced the pool side
time I had allocated and my sun cream remained unopened.
As a first time attendee I was looking forward to seeing the General Conference in action
and I was surprised at how much activity was going on. It was also an election year which
not only upped attendees but there was a considerable amount of canvassing going on
prior to the Conference kicking off. Rob Hughes, RaeC FAI VP) was conducting his own
Mori poll as to who was getting voted in as what – if he gives up on air sports I’m sure Bet
Fred would grab him.
Aside of the normal reports you will read about in due course, much time was dedicated
to accepting the FAI accounts and the proposed budget for 2019. The main bone of
contention was the proposed subscriptions increase, which was voted down by the
members and an alternate proposal of increasing the subs to the same level as year prior
with adjustments to the proposed spend reduced accordingly to accommodate this.
Certainly the first demonstration of people power at the GC.
The other headliner was the election of a new President, Bob Henderson (New Zealand)
who had served on the Executive Board for many years and had in fact decided to retire
this year. Due to some last minute lobbying and the approval of Mrs Henderson, Bob was
up on the ballot sheet with current President Frits Brink had served his two year tenure.
The vote went in Bobs favour and after the recent adjustments to the FAI Statutes he
starts a four year term. Italy and Saudi Arabia members joined the Executive Board.
On the eve of the GC, there is an opening ceremony after which the FAI present their
annual awards. I was presented with a Paul Tissandier Diploma.

I was very surprised to have been nominated and delighted to receive the award
alongside three other Royal Aero Club representatives – Nick and Jen Buckenham both
received a Paul Tissandier Diploma and David Roberts received a FAI Silver Medal.
It was interesting to see the mechanics of the General Conference from the two different
positions I hold. Sadly, it wasn’t the holiday I had hoped for despite seeing the Valley of
the Kings & going ballooning and when asked by Roger Hopkinson MBE how I was
finding travelling round the globe; my answer was “damned hard work!”
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FAI SPORTING LICENCES 2019
for World Records and International Competitions
The recording of Sporting Licence holders now means that it is not enough just to have the
sticker in your Licence book; your details will be checked against the FAI Sporting
Licence Database and failure to appear on the Database will mean that you will not be able
to take part in your chosen event.
To apply for entry to the FAI Database, the RAeC is the UK’s national body empowered to
issue FAI Sporting Licences on behalf of the FAI. Your RAeC Member Association eg British
Parachute Association, The 3R’s, BMFA etc. will have their own sporting licence application
document which you need to complete. They will then process it and send your details to
RAeC, who in turn forwards the details to FAI for uploading to the database.
We recommend that your application to your air sport association is done at least four weeks
before the event in which you wish to take part AND that you check the FAI Database to make
sure your details are registered, and registered correctly. http://old.fai.org/about-fai/faisporting-licences

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY NAMES TRAIN AFTER RAeC MEMBER DON
CAMERON
The public have voted Bristol based hot air balloon maker Don Cameron, also RAeC Council
member and British Balloon and Airship Club President, as one of the “100 Great Westerners”
who has inspired innovation in the South West of England. As a result Great Western Railway
has named one of their new Intercity Express trains after him. Not only that the train will also
have a commemorative coin designed by Bristol University Hot Air Balloon Society.

Don Cameron MBE BSc MA MIEE D.Eng FRSGS is a Scottish balloonist founder of Cameron
Balloons, the world's largest hot air balloon manufacturer, as well as being President of the
British Ballooning & Airship Club he is an RAeC Committee member.
Our congratulations to you Don.
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Are you looking for a paid or voluntary job in aviation? Check out the RAeC Member
Vacancies section in this Newsletter. You may find something interesting to apply for.

THE QUEEN’S CUP
RAeC Member Associations are being invited to “bid” (no money involved!!) to host a ‘Queen’s
Cup’ event for 2019.
Watch this space for details of the 2019 event to win this Irish silver Trophy, dated from around
1719, which sits on a wooden base. It has the Royal Arms on one side and the words “The
Queen’s Air Race Challenge Cup” on the other.
In 2009, the late Fred Marsh, past RAeC Chairman and Vice-President, wrote to Her Majesty
The Queen mentioning “it was a shame that we did not possess a trophy bearing her name”.
After a humorous exchange of correspondence with the Keeper of the Privy Purse, he received
a further letter proposing the supply of this beautiful piece of 18th century Irish silver, to be
called “The Queen’s Cup for Air Racing”.

The late Fred Marsh collecting the Queens Cup from His Royal Highness Prince Andrew, Duke of York,
KG, GCVO, CD, ADC(P)

ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY LIGHT AIRCRAFT DESIGN COMPETITION
2018 WINNERS
This annual competition is organised by the General Aviation Group of the RAeS and all
entries had to be under 2,000kg maximum mass, a limit defined by the CAA’s E Conditions
regulatory framework. This enables the rapid design, build and experimental flight testing of
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GA aircraft within the UK. There were 13 entries covering a huge range of ideas though the
predominant themes were V/STOL and electric/hybrid power.
See RAeS section in this Newsletter for details of the winners and their light aircraft
designs.

RAeS LIGHT AIRCRAFT DESIGN COMPETITION 2018-2019
The details of the 201819 competition were announced at this year’s Light Aircraft Design
Conference on 19 November. The remit is to design an electric-powered air racer and is a joint
RAeS/Air Race E/ LAA competition. The closing date for entries is the end of November 2019.
Register now by email at conference@aerosociety.com and include your address, name of your
team and team members. Subject: Design Competition 2019

YES PAPER LANE
A fun, all colour, 2-sided paper plane can be downloaded and printed out at;
http://yesflyers.org.uk/yes-paper-plane just the thing to cause havoc after Christmas lunch 

SKILLFORCE TEAMS UP WITH THE BMFA
SkillForce is a national education charity with its roots in the Ministry of Defence working in
partnership with schools. They have teamed up with the BMFA (British Model Flying
Association) for their Prince William Pioneer Awards. Aimed at children aged 6 - 8 years old
these Awards are designed to develop character.
See the BMFA section in this Newsletter for further details and information.

BMFA UNIVERSITY & SCHOOLS PAYLOAD CHALLENGE 2019
Are you linked to or have contacts within a University, other further education establishment or
school? The competition benefits from cash prizes awarded to winning team members and
their university/school department.
See the BMFA section in this Newsletter for further details and information.

OTHER NEWS & INFORMATION
UK aviation & EASA regulation information can be found in the new UK AVIATION & EASA
REGULATION INFORMATION section in this Newsletter.

Tony Rapson, Head of the CAA GA Unit, has announced that he is leaving the CAA at the
end of May 2019 for personal reasons. Tony has been a great supporter of General Aviation
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during his time in post even if not enjoying the most open-armed welcome from the light
aviation community on his appointment. While he has enjoyed the support of insiders who’ve
worked with him on airspace issues, he understands the rather negative reaction in the
outside world to the appointment of an individual with limited experience of light aviation. He
has stated that the GA Unit Team and the CAA have achieved a tremendous amount over the
last five years for GA … but there is still much to do”.
The dedicated GA Unit within the CAA emerged from the Government’s Red Tape Challenge
in 2013, which explored ways to reduce the regulatory burden on the general aviation sector.

Assembled from airworthiness, flight operations and licensing specialists from across the
CAA, with most being active private pilots. Based at Gatwick the team it covers most aspects
of recreational aviation plus regulation of commercial balloon operations and oversight of
airshows; regulates non-complex aircraft including microlights, amateur built and historic
aircraft, balloons, gliders, piston twins and singles up to 5,700kg maximum MTOW and single
pilot helicopters up to 3,175kg. It also oversees non-EASA aerodromes.

CAA CONSULTATIONS
For decisions and new consultations (with respond by dates) see new CAA Consultations
section in this Newsletter

DOWNLOAD THE UK LISTENING SQWARKS
https://airspacesafety.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/SQUAWKandLARS_1JUN2018_A5.pdf
Any aircraft fitted with a Mode A/C or Mode S SSR transponder can use the codes. By
entering the relevant four-digit code into the transponder and listening to the published radio
frequency, a pilot signifies to air traffic control that they are actively monitoring radio
transmissions on that frequency.

Ofcom ISSUES LICENCES TO COVER UK AIRCRAFT, GROUND-AIR
COMMUNICATIONS AND RADIO NAVIGATION AIDS AND RADAR
From 2 November 2018, Ofcom has been issuing and administering aeronautical radio
licences. However, the CAA will continue to be responsible for assigning radio frequencies to
aeronautical stations, as that is part of the CAA’s statutory duties along with issuing Air
Navigation Order safety approvals. The UK CAA and Ofcom will be working to achieve a
smooth transition for radio licence administration and issue.
See UK & EASA Regulations in this Newsletter for details of Licences and Ofcom’s policy

RAF COSFORD MUSEUM SLEEPOVERS
Youngsters are being offered the exclusive opportunity to set up camp in the Museum’s
National Cold War Exhibition, where they will sleep amongst the planes, tanks and missiles!
See RAF Museums section in this Newsletter
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CAN YOU SPOT A TERRORIST?
Airfields and pilots have been asked to look out for suspicious activity that could be criminal or
terrorist-related. But could you spot a terrorist? If you see one, what should you do?
There is free training available under a government scheme run by UK Protect, Counter
Terrorism Policing. It offers an innovative e-learning package “that could save lives”.
The 45 minute online course covers how to spot the signs of suspicious behaviour and what to
do if an attack should take place. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/act-awarenesselearning

FLIGHT OF THE SWANS EXPEDITION TALK
In recognition of the help that Sacha Dench received from the British Hand & Paragliding
Association and a number of British paraglder pilots she has offered to give a presentation
about the expedition. The BBC programme sparked a huge amount of public awareness which
has led to political pledges, community action and further research collaboration.

Her paramotor flight took her 7,000 km through, or rather over, 11 countries flying with one of
nature’s great migrations on a quest to save Bewick’s swans. She crossed the wilderness of
the arctic tundra, endured injury, brave freezing temperatures and battled through snow and
thunder storms to make it back to Slimbridge.
If your club would be
sacha.clements@wwt.org.uk

interested

in

a

talk

by

Sacha

contact

her

at

FASVIG TO BE RENAMED A4A
The Future Airspace Strategy VFR Implementation Group Ltd or known by its pneumonic
FASVIG, is to be renamed Airspace 4 All or A4A. The name change is to demonstrate
commitment to support a wider range of users and not just VFR operations.
A4A will be a focus for policies and plans that deliver the CAA’s Airspace Modernisation
Strategy, which VFR operations is an essential part of, by working with the CAA and NATS.
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The All Party Parliamentary Group on General Aviation (APPG-GA)
www.generalaviationappg.uk is to help make the UK the best country in the world for General
Aviation and is the largest APPG in Parliament with 174 members (MPs and Lords from the
five major parties) by focusing on promoting jobs and growth through General Aviation in
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) recognises the importance of maintaining
a national network of general aviation airfields as recognising their contribution to national
infrastructure and the UK economy. Paragraph recognising General Aviation for the first time
in planning terms have been inserted. See National Planning Policy Framework Subparagraph 104(f).
Further changes, which would have prevented new owners trying to close down airfields
already active for decades, remain to be enacted. Instead, ministers have said they will work
with the parliamentary group to provide protection through detailed Guidance.
The NPPF is available for download from
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data
/file/728643/Revised_NPPF_2018.pdf
DON’T FORGET TO EDUCATE YOUR LOCAL MP by downloading the “All-Party
Parliamentary Group on General Aviation” Education Pack. Then contact your local MP
and add your voice to the campaign to keep GA airfields open and thriving
http://www.generalaviationappg.uk/new-lobby-pack/
The APPG has been instrumental in getting Defence Minister Tobias Ellwood MP to review
plans to sell 15 MOD airfields for housing. We wait to see what happens.
The APPG-GA intends to write to every UK planning authority to highlight the advice that
for ALL airfield field developments local planning authorities should engage with non-statutory
consultees (currently only 29 airfields in England & Wales and 12 in Scotland have official
“safeguarding status” from the Secretary of State for Transport) to clearly identify the types of
developments within their local area in which they have an interest so that any formal
consultation can be appropriately directed. The Secretary of State, The Rt Hon Chris Grayling
MP, has stated that local planning authorities should draw up a list of non-statutory organisation
who should be consulted on matters related to their airfields surviving and flourishing.

2018 EASA ANNUAL SAFETY CONFERENCE
Representatives of the APPG-GA travelled to Vienna to contribute to the 2018 EASA Annual
Safety Conference held from the 5th to the 7th of November. The conference comprised two
days of panel discussions aimed at building consensus on the solutions to the challenges that
are presented by the rapid innovation that is taking place in the General Aviation Industry.
It has been some years since the Conference was centred on General Aviation and the plan is
to do this every four years. Discussions were held on a range of topics including innovative
technologies in GA, making modern aircraft more affordable, sharing the airspace, and new
business models within GA.
Closing the Conference, EASA’s Executive Director Patrick Ky renewed the organisation’s
commitment to supporting General Aviation through a new GA Roadmap 2.0 to follow the work
that has already taken place. In his speech, Ky pledged to finish the work of the first GA
Roadmap and to maintain GA as a high priority.
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SOME GOOD AND NOT SO GOOD NEWS FOR GA AIRFIELDS
ESHOTT AIRFELD, Northumberland is now open from 07.00-23.00
BLACKBUSHE, Surrey has reduced its landing fees to £12 or £9.60 if you buy 30 litres of
Avgas. Aircraft 751-1500kg £18 or £14.40 if you buy 30 litres of Avgas.
CARLISLE LAKE DISTRCT AIRPORT, Cumbria reopened to GA traffic 09.00-18.00 but no
“out of hours” GA operations
FAIROAKS AIRPORT: The developers behind the plan to turn into the airport a garden village
with 1,000 houses have finally submitted their plans to the two local councils concerned. The
master plan for Fairoaks Garden Village would build over the runway, taxiways and apron.
Respond to the Planning Applications: SHBC18/0642 ; RU18/1615
and
WokingPLAN/2018/1172)
Deadline 31st Dec 2018

See Is Your Airfield UnderThreat in this Newsletter for more good news, some bad news
and current state of play for many GA airfields

AIR BP STERLING SCHOLARSHIP
Check out The Honourable Company of Air Pilots section in this Newsletter for a report by
Stephen Daly on his scholarship experiences as a recipient of their Air BP Sterling Scholarship
and details of other HCAP award and scholarship winners.

FLYING ABROAD?
Mervin Middleton, BMAA’s Touring Tips guru, has produced a brilliant guide for foreign jaunting
if you don’t know the questions to ask never mind the answers. Everything GAR Form
requirements to a Before You Go Checklist to flight planning.
Go to https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/flying-abroad

BMAA AIRCRAFT AIRWORTHINESS ACTIVITIES
The BMAA will be strictly enforcing its policy as from 1st January 2019 to undertake aircraft
airworthiness activities for paid up current BMAA members only.
This means that for syndicated aircraft ALL its owners will need to be BMAA members, not just
the lead member of the group, in order to use technical services such as Permit to Fly
revalidations.
All applications for BMAA technical services will need to be accompanied not only by the correct
fee but a full list of the owners, ie a copy of the registration grid submitted to the CAA.

THE GREAT UK YOUTH ROCKETRY CHALLENGE
Registrations for UKROC 2019 are now open at https://www.ukayroc.org.uk/why-enter
The Rocketry Challenge is a great opportunity for young people aged 11 – 18
See Youth section in this Newsletter

12

THE AIR LEAGUE 2019 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS are open
Did you know that every year the Air League, together with their sponsors, awards
approximately 100 scholarships to young members as well as disabled veterans through their
various schemes and initiatives? Several changes have been to the scholarships to make
them more inclusive. This year, the flying scholarships have been opened up to Leading Edge
One and Leading Edge Two members (between 18-35 years of age) for the first time. The Air
League recognises that the ‘aviation bug’ might bite at a later stage in life. See Bursaries,
Scholarships & Funds section in this Newsletter for further details and for many more
aviation bursaries, scholarships and funding opportunities.

PROJECT PROPELLER 2019
Project Propeller http://www.projectpropeller.org in existence for 20 years, has been
organising an annual reunion for ex-World War II aircrew to be held at an airfield location in
the UK.
Your Editor is honoured to be one of the volunteer pilots and was included in the British
Forces TV Project Propeller documentary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rY1X-mxBvB0&feature=youtu.be
Project Propeller is not a charity and relies entirely on sponsorship and financial donations. Its
unique feature is that the veterans are ferried for free to and from the venue from all over the
UK and Ireland in light aircraft flown by volunteer pilots. For many veterans, it is the first time
they have flown as “crew” since the end of the war and, for the pilots among them a chance to
once again handle an aircraft.
Project Propeller 2019 will be held at Coventry Airport Sunday 23 June 2019.
If you know of ex-WW2 aircrew of any nation who would like to attend Project Propeller,
please leave a message in the “Aircraft” section on their CONTACT page
http://www.projectpropeller.org/PP/contact.asp similarly if you want to get involved as a
volunteer pilot.

NATS VFR CHARTS
These are continually being updated. Do subscribe to the NATS VFR Charts newsletter
services. This will then pop in to your email inbox each new amendment or addition as they
come into effect. What is more, it is absolutely FREE 
So excuse for any inadvertent infringement(s) of danger zones etc. or having incorrect RT
frequencies marked on your 2018 VFR charts.
www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/fwf-natsuk/public/user/account/register.faces

CAA & GASCo INFRINGEMENT AWARENESS COURSES
Pilots who infringe controlled or notified airspace may now be asked to attend one of these as
part of any licensing action taken by the CAA. GASCo will be responsible for delivering the
courses at a variety of locations around the UK as well as an on-line training package jointly
developed by the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and the General Aviation Safety Council
(GASCo). https://www.gasco.org.uk/ The process that the CAA uses to deal with airspace
infringements is available at www.caa.co.uk/cap1404

Checkout the GASCo section in this Newsletter for details of your nearest
GASCo Safety talk
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“10 GOLDEN RULES” OF GOOD ADVICE TO HELP PILOTS AVOID
INFRINGING NOTIFIED AIRSPACE

The Solent LAIT membership has formulated its ‘10 Golden Rules’ of good advice to
help pilots avoid infringing notified airspace. The Team’s membership is cross-industry
from not only Southampton Airport and its ANSP but also from GA, commercial and
military aerodromes in the Southampton area and GA pilots. Written by an active GA
pilot, the advice given is based not only on good practice but also on many of the
causal factors which lead to airspace infringements. The airspace around
Southampton Airport remains one of the most infringed in the United Kingdom with
over 60 airspace infringements in the past 12 months.
The 10 Golden Rules can be downloaded from https://airspacesafety.com/wpcontent/uploads/2018/07/Solent_LAIT.pdf

BASIC SERVICE
The UK Airprox Board has warned do not assume that ATC will alert you about conflicting
aircraft when flying VFR in Glass E & G airspace. A Basic Service is just that, basic, so keep a
good look out at all times as you wont be able to gather information from other pilots in your
vicinity unless they are on the same frequency as you.
However, if an ATCO or FISO is aware of activity, subject to their workload, they may well tell
you.

THE CAA’S “SKYWAY CODE”
While you can pay for a paperback copy of this excellent publication you can obtain it free by
going to one of GASCo’s 2018/19 Safety talks or you can download it free from the CAA
website
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAA6395_Skyway_Code_AW_160817_PRINT.pdf

‘NAVIGATE TO THE LINE’ COMPETITION
This new competition, ‘Navigate To The Line’ involves secondary school students in Year 8 /
S2 in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland in the design of a remote controlled,
micro:bit enabled aerostat - a 'lighter than air' craft.
See Youth section in this Newsletter for further details and information

FAI YOUNG AVIATION ARTISTS (6-17yrs) COMPETITION 2019
Entry has opened for the 2019 competition which has a theme titled ‘My Dream to Fly’.
Check-out https://www.fai.org/fai-young-artists-contest for entry information and the LAA
Section in this Newsletter

14

Gold, Silver and Bronze FAI Medals will be awarded to the winners for three age categories
(6-9, 10-13, 14-17 years old) following an FAI Jury decision in April 2019.

A NEW AVIATION CHARITY. WHAT DOES IT WANT???
A new aviation charity “Get High Volare!” aims to restore unloved/abandoned microlight
aircraft of all shapes and sizes and maintain un or unfrequently used airfields to get young
people interested in microlighting and aviation.
See BMAA section in this Newsletter to find out what team “Get High Volare!”, which
includes Search & Rescue Wessex pilot Sally Cox (also the RAF’s first female fast jet pilot),
BMAA member Tim Wiltsire and Alex Paterson of Afors, want.

HIGH SPEED AIR RACES FEATURING ALL-ELECTRIC AIRCRAFT
AIR RACE EVENTS (AIR RACE E)
A prototype of the world’s first electric race airplane will be the product of a partnership
between the University of Nottingham and Air Race E and will help to shape the model and
rules for Air Race E, a series of high speed air races featuring all-electric aircraft set to launch
in 2020. The pioneering partnership is hoped to drive innovation in electric aircraft, with the
discovery of new materials, components and technologies that could have a commercial
application in the near future.
The aircraft is being built in a specialist workshop at the University of Nottingham Aerospace
Technology Centre which is investing £13m in this Beacons of Excellence programme aimed
at championing field-leading responses to global challenges, including sustainable travel. A
new integrated ‘plug and play’ electric motor, battery and power electronics system will be
designed and retrofitted into an existing petrol-powered Air Race 1 plane in workshops at the
University.
Air Race E will see electric airplanes racing directly against each other on a very tight circuit
just above the ground and at speeds faster than any land-based motorsport. Formula Air Race
planes, classified as “experimental”, these are the only airplanes in the world designed
specifically for racing and built to a specific race formula. Air Race E are taking air racing into
the next generation and it will be a similar format to the sport known as ‘formula one pylon air
racing’ where the world’s best race pilots compete simultaneously to be the first one to cross
the finish line.
15

Richard Glassock

The first series of international races is due to take place in 2020. Eight airplanes race directly
against each other at speeds of over 400kph around a tight circuit just 1.5km end-to-end.
Piloted by the some of the best aviators in the world, these race planes are the cutting edge of
aerospace engineering and electric propulsion and will be a platform for testing and
showcasing new technologies to the world. And will be a lot of fun to watch! At its launch, Air
Race E will be supplementary to Air Race 1, with both races occurring at the same event.
With transport on the vanguard of a green revolution the two parties will drive the discovery
and translation of new materials, components and technologies in order to change the game
within electrified propulsion. Jeff Zaltman, CEO of Air Race Events, commented; “This is a
ground-breaking partnership between Air Race E and the University of Nottingham which will
undoubtedly have a huge impact across the electric aviation industry.

Since the announcement of the Air Race E series we have been overwhelmed by the
response of innovators and leaders within the aviation sector and we are delighted to be
working with the pioneering University of Nottingham Beacon Programme to help drive change
within the industry.”
Richard Glassock, Research Fellow in hybrid propulsion systems for aircraft, and project lead
at the University of Nottingham states “Air Race E is set on making the electric aviation
industry move faster and we are very excited to be working alongside them to make it happen.
Future transport platforms will require electrical machines and power conversion and
transmission solutions which can deliver a step-change in power density, efficiency and
reliability.
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Through strategic investment in facilities, talent and research programmes, and collaboration
with academic and industrial partners, the University of Nottingham is at the forefront of this
exciting revolution in aerospace, marine and automotive transport.”

Richard Glassock and Jeff Zaltman

The LAA, which supports and inspects the operation of over 2,600 light aircraft in the UK, has
committed their support in developing the technical regulations and potential design oversight
for the sport of electric airplane racing, which will be sanctioned by the Formula Air Racing
Association (FARA) and its counter-part in France, APAF.
For more information go to www.AirRaceE.com

THE FAI
The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), also known as the World Air Sports
Federation, is the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world aviation and
space records. Founded in 1905 it is a non-governmental and non-profit-making organisation
recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).
FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental
Aircraft, Balloons, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying,
Microlights, Parachuting, Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic
activities and Space records.

112th FAI General Conference
The 112th FAI General Conference took place in Luxor, Egypt, on 26 and 27 October 2018
with more than 70 delegates from Active, Associate, Temporary Member Countries and
Recognised Organisations with a Regional Scope attending, alongside FAI elected Officers,
Presidents of Honour, Companions of Honour, Presidents of Commissions or their appointed
representatives and Observers.
The Conference officially opened on Thursday 25 October at the FAI Awards Ceremony and
included the signing of a new FAI manifesto: Preserving Airspace Access for Air Sports.
Delegates also took part in a number of workshops on topics such as Air Sports in Asia and
the FAI World Air Games 2020.
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Elections
Mr Robert HENDERSON (New Zealand) was elected as FAI President for a 4-year term and
proposed the title of President of Honour be bestowed upon the outgoing President Frits Brink.
New FAI Members
Azerbaycan Dagciliq Ve Ekstremal Idman Novleri Federasiyalari Assosiasiyasi (Azerbaijan) Active Member, class 10
Palestine Air Sports Federation (Palestine) - Temporary Member
Future General Conferences: The Delegates approved the bid by China to host the 114th
FAI General Conference 2020 in Wuhan.
The 113th FAI General Conference will take place on 25 and 26 October 2019 in Marrakech,
Morocco.
Our new Chairman David Monks attended and we’re all glad he’s overcome the bug he
caught.

FAI AWARDS 2018
Our congratulations to the following RAeC members who were recognised for their
achievements in World Air Sports at this year’s 112th FAI Annual General Conference in
Luxor (Egypt).
David Roberts - FAI Silver Medal
David Monks - Paul Tissandier Diploma
Nick and Jen Buckenham - Paul Tissandier Diploma
John Hitchen – Leonardo Da Vinci Diploma
John Jacomb – Frank Ehling Diploma

Gary Cooper & the Waterbird Team – Phoenix Group Diploma
Jeremy James – Gold Rotorcraft Medal

TOWARDS THE GA ROADMAP 2.0: KEY PRIORITES FOR EUROPE AIRSPORTS
European aviation regulation has overburdened sports and recreational aviation with
disproportionate rules, driving up costs and frustration among GA pilots. The 2014 GA Road
Map, brought about solid improvements for GA, including flight crew licensing, maintenance
and operations. It is EASA’s intention to come forward with a GA Road Map 2.0 that builds on
the process and progress made, while exploiting the new flexibilities allowed under the new
Basic Regulation (2018/1139/EU).
The paper recognises that aviation regulation must be proportionate to the nature and risk of
each particular flying activity and the new Basic Regulation encourages EASA to adopt
performance-based requirements and procedures, and to take non-binding measures,
including safety promotion actions, where possible.
For Annex I aircraft (previously Annex II and microlights and amateur built aircraft) the paper
asks for the recognition of hours flown towards the currency requirements of the LAPL and
PPL. It also suggests that it should be at the derogation of the individual EU Member States
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to decide whether to allow training on Annex I aircraft towards the LAPL and PPL. Other
issues raised in the paper are the application of EU rules in the Member States and insistence
on very light rules for model flying.
To
read
the
GA
Road
Map
2.0
http://www.europe-air-sports.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/10/EAS-position-GA-road-map-2.0_-final.pdf

A BRITISH PERSPECTIVE ON EASA
I make no apologies for adding this very informative and so true tongue in cheek slide from
our General Secretary Dave Phipp’s Free Flight Forum 2018 paper. My thanks to Martin Dilly
for forwarding it.

Dave Phipps, who is the BMFA’s CEO as well as the RAeC’s General Secretary, has spent a
vast amount of time at meetings about legislation arising from drone use with EASA, Europe
Air Sports and the CAA, with useful help from LAA president and BMFA member Roger
Hopkinson MBE.

EUROPE AIR SPORTS NEEDS YOUR HELP
EAS’s Michel Rocca, assisted by EAS Board members, has led the way in identifying different
types of access that all pilots need to be able to fly as freely and safely as possible. Can you
add your 6 pennyworth to help identify the different types of access that all pilots need, to be
able to fly as freely and safely as possible and forward to EAS Programme Manager, Nils
Rostedt at n.rostedt@europe-air-sports.org
TYPES OF ACCESS TO:
Aerodromes in addition to safeguarding the surroundings/ obstacle clearance on all landing
sites, including with regard to wind turbines;
Airspace in addition to (1) Recognising our fundamental right to access to the third dimension
(2) ensuring best use of the airspace classification by Member States including operational
arrangements (3) implementing more PBN approaches, including on non-instrument runways.
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Technology in addition to (1) recognising the diversity of GA (2) allowing installation of noncertified equipment (3) supporting cheap anti-collision solutions (4) supporting cheap weather
data acquisition solutions
and finally
Incentives in addition to simplifying administrative burden to apply for financial incentives.

A LITTLE SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU (AND OUR NEW CHAIRMAN)
SMILE

Reproduced with kind permission from Gary Clark

Don’t forget 5%

discount from Pooleys AND help YES (LAA’s Youth & Education
Support)

If you are ordering any flight equipment from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com especially this
Christmas, by using the promotional code YES at the checkout you will be helping to support the
work that YES (Youth & Education Support) is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount
off your orders.
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UK & EASA AVIATION REGULATIONS
THE AIR NAVIGATION ORDER 2016 AND REGULATIONS
The fifth edition, amendment 28 September 2018 of CAP 393 The Air Navigation Order 2016 and
Regulations has been published.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP393_5THED_Am_28SEP2018(p).pdf However, this is an
unofficial version of this legislation. The authoritative versions (which Courts of Law will refer to) is
the Queen’s Printer’s Edition of Statutory Instruments available at www.legislation.gov.uk

IF YOUR AIRCRAFT IS NOT REGULATED BY EASA
If your aircraft is not regulated by EASA as under national regulation it used to be an ANNEX
II aircraft BUT as a result of the new Basic Regulation (2018/1193) your aircraft is now an
ANNEX I aircraft. https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/regulations/regulation-eu20181139

RESTRICTED AIRSPACE OVER HIGHGROVE HOUSE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE
The CAA has modified R105 to restrict ALL aircraft, including hang and para gliders. Radius is now
1.5nm up to 2000ft.
Ofcom ISSUES LICENCES TO COVER UK AIRCRAFT, GROUND-AIR
COMMUNICATIONS AND RADIO NAVIGATION AIDS AND RADAR
From 2 November 2018, Ofcom has been issuing and administering aeronautical radio
licences. However, the CAA will continue to be responsible for assigning radio frequencies to
aeronautical stations, as that is part of the CAA’s statutory duties along with issuing Air
Navigation Order safety approvals.
Licence applications: https://www.ofcom.org.uk/manage-your-licence/radiocommunicationlicences/aeronautical-licensing/licensing-process-applications send completed form via:
spectrum.licensing@ofcom.org.uk
Licence
fees
and
calculator:
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/manage-yourlicence/radiocommunication-licences/aeronautical-licensing/licence-fees-calculator
View Ofcom’s Aeronautical Radio Licensing Policy Manual at
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0023/120794/AeronauticalRadioLicensingPoli
cyManual.pdf
Sold your aircraft? Licences are not transferable between licensees or aircraft and there is
no pro rata refund.
Operator’s Licences will still be issued and administered by the CAA.
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Pilot-licences/EASA-requirements/General/Flightradio-telephony-operator-licence/
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FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENTS TO 8.33 KHZ CHANNELS
From 3 January 2019, all ground services must use an 8.33 kHz assignment, unless they
are specifically exempted.
It will be and is illegal to communicate to an 8.33 kHz assignment if you are not using
an 8.33 kHz capable radio.
It’s always a good idea to telephone your intended destination to double check their
frequency, as well as asking about local conditions.

Pilots should refer to the current AIP supplement before flying and the CAA continues to ensure the
current AIP supplement (currently 050/2018) reflects all changes. If pilots have any questions or
issues with the contents of the supplement they are encouraged to report them directly to the CAA
on the content contact given in the supplement, or through 833VCS-radios@caa.co.uk
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%201606%20833kHz%20voice%20channel%20spacing%2
0in%20the%20UK%20(v3).pdf
The CAA also intends the conversion of common sporting assignments (including Safetycom)
as outlined in CAP 1606 from 3rd January 20109. Safetycom will become 135.475.
Common Sporting frequencies (Hang & Para Gliders, Balloning, Microlight, ALL Gliding and
Parachute) are listed in CAP1606
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%201606%20833kHz%20voice%20channel%20spacing%2
0in%20the%20UK%20(v3).pdf

A full list of converted ground stations is available in the current version of the AIP Supplement
under AIP 8.33 Conversion Data on http://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Aircraft-ownership-andmaintenance/8-33-kHz-radios/ and to keep up to date with developments you can sign up for alerts
through the CAA Skywise system, which offers targeted alerts on news and information from the
CAA. You can access this system through a free app, email or website. For more information on
Skywise, to download the app or sign-up for alerts via email go to http://skywise.caa.co.uk

IS IT 8.33 OR 25kHz ??????
25 kHz frequencies end with: 00, 25, 50 or 75.
8.33 kHz channels have a 6 digit channel ending: 05, 10, 15, 30, 35, 40, 55, 60, 65, 80, 85 or 90.
If an aircraft radio can tune to 8.33 kHz channels then it is suitable. Radios are backwards
compatible so an upgraded radio can communicate on both 8.33 kHz channels and 25 kHz
frequencies.

Check here for the latest information
http://www.ead.eurocontrol.int/eadbasic/pamslight8F8674D528DA8C00037A768EC4851227/7FE5QZZF3FXUS/EN/SUP/NON_AIRAC/0572018/EG_SUP_2018_057_en_2018-10-25.pdf
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A full list of UK CAA publications applicable to General Aviation can be found at
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?catid=1&pagetype=65&appid=11&mode=list&typ
e=subcat&id=10
And UK aviation related legislation at
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?catid=1&pagetype=65&appid=11&mode=list&typ
e=subcat&id=23
Including CAP 393 with the latest (in force as from 28 th September 2018) The Air Navigation Order
2016 and Regulations http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP393_5THED_Am_28SEP2018(p).pdf

USE OF NATIONAL PERMIT TO FLY AIRCRAFT FOR FLIGHT INSTRUCTION
AND SELF-FLY HIRE
Article 42 Air Navigation Order 2016, declares that National Permit to Fly aircraft cannot be used for
commercial operations or for hire.
New permission allows remunerated training and self-fly hire in permit to fly aircraft subject to
certain conditions. ORS4 No. 1271 http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/1271.pdf

THE BMAA TO ISSUE THE PERMIT TO FLY FOR NEW AIRCRAFT AND NEW
MICROLIGHT PILOT LICENSES
Following meetings with the CAA last October actions are being taken to allow the BMAA to issue
the Permit to Fly for new aircraft, saving a possible delay of up to 10 days during which the owner
cannot fly the aircraft, and for the BMAA to issue new microlight pilot licenses, saving a possible
delay and during which the applicant can only fly with an instructor’s authorisation.
Both of these changes are planned to come into force on 1 May 2019.

WHAT MEDICAL CERTIFICATE, IF ANY, DOES A UK GA PILOT NEED????
Sadly the very useful table setting out PPL Licence privileges, type of aircraft to be flown and
medical requirements is no longer now that CAP 1441 has been withdawn.
However see https://www.caa.co.uk/General-Aviation/Pilot-licences/Medical-requirements/Medicalrequirements-for-private-pilots/ and ORS4 No. 1283 http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/1283..pdf
There has been a joint call from the UK CAA, American FAA, EASA, the US Congressional GA
Caucus and the UK’s APPGA-G for a standardisation bilateral agreement on medical certification for
pilots.
Watch this space for future progress reports and information.

AFTER BEXIT
The EU (Withdrawal) Act 2018 will convert, if required, existing EU law into UK law, and preserve
existing UK laws which implement EU obligations, ensuring a smooth and orderly exit.
The Department of Transport (DfT) will be making associated secondary legislation to ensure a
functioning statute book, and the CAA is providing legal and policy support for this.
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In a non-negotiated outcome at March 2019, the CAA has assumed that:











The UK leaves the EU at 11 pm on 29 March 2019.
Through the EU (Withdrawal) Act 2018, the UK adopts all European aviation laws at the point of exit.
Changes will be made to ensure those laws are legally operable.
The UK continues to mirror EU aviation regulations for at least a two year period.
The UK withdraws completely from the EA system in March 2019, meaning that the CAA will need to
make arrangements to fulfil regulatory functions without having EASA as a technical agent and
without having access to EASA and EU-level capabilities.
The UK is no longer included in EU-level Bilateral Aviation Safety Agreements.
There is no mutual recognition agreement between the EU and the UK for aviation licences,
approvals and certificates.
UK issued licences and approvals (issued when the UK was an EASA member) will continue
to have validity under UK law but will no longer be recognised by EASA for use on EASA
Member State-registered aircraft.
The EU treats UK airlines as Third Country Operators.
All licences issued by the CAA under EU legislation, and all type approval certificates and third
country approvals issued by EASA under EU legislation, will continue to have validity under UK law,
if they were effective immediately before exit day.
The UK minimises additional requirements for licences, approvals and certificates from EU aviation
and aerospace companies providing services and goods in the UK.
For the CAA’s UK's exit from the EU read more on http://www.caa.co.uk/Our-work/About-us/EUexit

FLYING A UK REGISTERED AEROPLANE OR HELICOPTER?
The CAA has issued an exemption which will allow a pilot to fly a UK registered aeroplane or
helicopter with an EASA Certificate of Airworthiness or EASA Permit to Fly (with the privileges of a
LAPL) on their UK PPL or NPPL until 7th April 2019. This allows pilots with a UK national license
and a self-declared medical to continue to fly EASA certificated aircraft as well as Annex 2 Permit to
Fly types.
For more information https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1269.pdf

EUROPEAN (EASA) AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
EASA regulations can be found at https://www.easa.europa.eu/regulations
An informative chart showing the EASA regulations structure can be
https://www.easa.europa.eu/download/regulationsstructure/regulations_structure.jpg

found

It is EASA’s intention to come forward with a GA Road Map 2.0 “Key Priorities for Europe Air
Sports” that builds on the process and progress made, while fully exploiting the new
flexibilities allowed under the new Basic Regulation (2018/1139/EU).
http://www.europe-air-sports.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/EAS-position-GA-road-map2.0_-final.pdf
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EU RULES FOR SAILPLANES
A draft Commission Implementing Regulation regarding the revision of EU operational rules for
sailplanes, amending Commission Regulation (EU) No 965/2012 was discussed at the EASA
Committee meeting on 24-25 October. As part of the EASA GA Roadmap, with the BGA and
CAA working together, simpler and proportionate rules for sailplanes are being developed to
provide, in one document, all the major rules that sailplane pilots need to know.

NEW IR REGULATIONS
th

On 25 August new European Instrument Regulations (IR) came into force for IR holders
wishing to fly in accordance with Performance Based Navigation. This requires any IR holder
wanting to fly any type of GNSS procedure or approach since 25 th August 208 the need to
have
a
PBN
endorsement
on
their
licence
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/InformationNotice2017034.pdf
The CAA has advised that there is no intention of mandating a PBN endorsement for
IR(R)/IMC holders who wish to fly PBN approaches.

DIY INSTRUMENT APPROACHES
Flying DIY Instrument Approaches to an airfield without published procedures
contravenes EU law as does using some personal GNSS back-ups when weather is below
the minimum for the actual approach that has been declared. So beware!!
For further information see non-commercial air operations NCO.OP.100 Use of Aerodromes
and Operating Sites; NCO.OP.135 Flight Preparation; NCO.OP.160 Meteorological
Conditions; NCO.OP.205 Approach and Landing Conditions (aeroplanes and helicopters) and
NCO.OP.210 Commencement and Continuation of Approach (aeroplanes and helicopters) on
the EASA website
https://www.easa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/dfu/Part-NCO%20IR.pdf

UPSET PREVENTION AND RECOVERY TRAINING
A draft Commission Implementing Regulation based on EASA Opinion 06/2017 amending
Commission Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 regarding upset prevention and recovery training
was discussed at the EASA Committee meeting on 24-25 October. The revision of the
Aircrew regulation was adopted and will be implemented into legislation shortly.
Further details to follow.
OPT OUT 600 KG
The new Basic Regulation (2018/1139/EU) in force 11 September 2018, allows Member
States to decide to regulate aircraft below 600 kg MTOM nationally. The CAA
PART M LIGHT
EASA issued Opinion 05/2016 in 2016 which contains Part-ML and Part-CAO. This opinion
has been merged with two more opinions dealing with the implementation of SMS in PartCAMO and Tech Records and Member States will vote the three Opinions in one package.
The Commission planned initially to vote this package this October but this planning may be
modified due to several reasons, which means that the voting would take place during the
EASA Committee meeting in February 2019. Once it is voted it takes around nine months
until it is adopted.
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GA aviators can also keep up to date on European developments by subscribing (at no
cost) to the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to your inbox via the Europe Air
Sports website which can be found at www.europe-air-sports.org
My thanks to European Air Sports Newsletter Editor Diana King for allowing précis of
information published from the EAS Newsletter, which is going from a quarterly to bi-monthly.
There is a wealth of information in their Newsletter and well worth receiving issues of the EAS
Newsletter direct to your inbox which is completely free of charge.
Sign up for the EAS Newsletter on the Europe Air Sports website at http://www.europe-airsports.org
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CAA CONSULTATIONS
EXETER AIRPORT
Exeter Airports Airspace Change Proposal has been turned down.
You can view the publication at https://www.exeter-airport.co.uk/content/uploads/70998-021-ExeterAirport-ACP-DocumentIssue-1_CAA-submission.pdf
IN-AIRCRAFT ELECTRONIC CONSPICUITY TECHNOLOGY
CAA asked General Aviation pilots for their views on in-aircraft electronic conspicuity
technology which broadcasts the aircrafs position. The survey attracted almost 1,600
responses and concluded 90 percent of UK pilots would be willing to pay for an ADS-B-based
electronic conspicuity device. Read the full report at
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1726ElectronicConspicuityGAPilotSurvey.pdf
CAA SCHEME OF CHARGES
Consultation for proposed amendments to the CAA Schemes of Charges: You can read and then
send
your
comments
online
using
the
link
on
the
website
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/finance/caa-charges-2019-20/ or email charges@caa.co.uk
Closes 7 Feb 2019
MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR SEAT BELTS AND HARNESSES
AAIB Safety Recommendation 2017-021 required CAA to review the maintenance requirements for
seat belts and harnesses, and, if necessary, revise these to ensure that seat belts and harnesses
remain in a condition with an acceptable residual strength. In response, CAA published Safety
Notice 2018/005, providing clarification of items to consider during routine aircraft inspection and
wishes to consult with key elements of the non-EASA GA Continued Airworthiness community on
the most appropriate means to assure the integrity of seat harnesses and belts
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/seat-harness-integrity and would welcome comments on:
 whether mandating replacement lives for the Non-EASA UK regulated GA fleet’s seat belts
and harnesses would be appropriate, either assuming a single non-variable figure or the
application of ‘adjustment factors’
 As an alternative, the CAA would welcome proposals to ensure retention of an acceptable
residual seat harness/belt strength that did not result in the mandating of replacement lives,
such as the provision of thorough seat harness/belt condition criteria that identifies how
acceptable residual strength could be inspected for.
 Any other related suggestions would be appreciated.
Email your comments or feedback directly to: GA@caa.co.uk by 1st January 2019
UPDATE TO CAP670
CAA is seeking comment on their proposed update to CAP670 that takes into account ICAO Annex
amendments, updates to European legislation and guidance as well as minor editorial changes.
CAP 670 provides an overview of requirements and the regulatory framework, generic requirements
and guidance, specific requirements for inter alia Communication, Navigation, Surveillance,
Meteorological and Information and Alerting Systems, as well Air Traffic Control (ATC) unit staffing
and duty hours.
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/future-safety/cap670-update/
Send responses directly to: CAP670editor@caa.co.uk by 31st January 2019
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NEW CLASS D CONTROLLED AIRSPACE (CAS) PROPOSAL:
LONDON OXFORD AIRPORT AND RAF BRIZE NORTON
London Oxford: Full details can be found at: http://www.oxfordairport.co.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2017/12/171213-70893_017_loa_acp_consultation_document_issue_1.pdf
Oxford Airport has published their response to the ACP consultation responses.
You can read the document here:
https://www.bmaa.org/files/acp_oxford_airport_acp_consultation_report_issue_1.pdf

Brize Norton: Full details can be found at:
https://www.raf.mod.uk/rafbrizenorton/rafcms/mediafiles/8259A688_E36F_447D_7382737670965D
A4.pdf
RAF Brize Norton has published its report following the public consultation on its ACP to increase
the airport's airspace. There were 1597 responses against the proposal and 10 in favour.
https://www.bmaa.org/files/acp_raf_brize_norton_acp_consultation_feedback_report_issue_1.pdf
(My thanks to the BMAA for the links)

See https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ for responses and CAA action taken on recent closed
consultations.
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IS YOUR AIRFIELD UNDER THREAT?
We will endeavour to keep you updated in subsequent RAeC Newsletters about threatened airfields
and how you can help to keep them open for the benefit of all aviators.
Do download the “All-Party Parliamentary Group on General Aviation” Education Pack, contact your
local MP and add your voice to the campaign to keep your airfield open and thriving
www.generalaviationappg.uk and register for notification of GAAC news updates at
http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress/
The General Aviation Awareness Council (GAAC) is the most representative UK body in General
Aviation and is recognised by Government, the CAA and others to be the organisation that speaks
for General Aviation on planning and environmental issues. They intend to widen their ‘awareness’
campaign to other issues where there is consensus.

SOME GOOD NEWS
ESHOTT AIRFELD, Northumberland is now open from 07.00-23.00
BLACKBUSHE, Surrey has reduced its landing fees to £12 or £9.60 if you buy 30 litres of Avgas.
For aircraft 751-1500kg £18 or £14.40 if you buy 30 litres of Avgas.
CARLISLE LAKE DISTRCT AIRPORT, Cumbria reopened to GA traffic 09.00-18.00 but no out of
hours GA operations
MORE GOOD NEWS
COTSWOLD AIRPORT: Local Authority Plans continue to endorse the use of Cotswold Airport
(Kemble) for aviation use.
MANSTON: is now starting a 3-month timescale for pre-examination as a nationally significant
project.
SORT OF GOOD NEWS
CHALGROVE: The MOD airfield was transferred to Homes England and is occupied and operated
by Martin-Baker Aircraft. The Local Plan is being reassessed for a proposed 3000 home
development and new runway as concerns have been raised over infrastructure and site availability.
WELLESBOURNE MOUNTFORD: Stratford-on-Avon District Council has rescinded the owner’s
permitted development rights to prevent demolition work and has initiated proceedings to negotiate
an agreed purchase BUT the not so good news if no agreement for the site to be purchased by
Compulsory Purchase Order.

NOT GOOD NEWS
FAIROAKS AIRPORT: The developers behind the plan to turn into the airport a garden village with
1,000 houses have finally submitted their plans to the two local councils concerned. The master plan
for Fairoaks Garden Village would build over the runway, taxiways and apron.
https://surreyheath.app.box.com/s/ng6dv5zeiy2xkhf3tk5ii1qzs243kp3n
https://www.surreyheath.gov.uk/residents/planning/fairoaksairport?fbclid=IwAR2eRlY8IHxNgAZC8Nj7bYduf72B6RlUSKnidtRrv7AmDSUoDICe0omIgnA
AND
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https://www.runnymede.gov.uk/article/13839/View-and-object-or-support-anapplication?fbclid=IwAR3moxGIDP6Sub8pIDSHzuNZlpdCTug1RI-HL4045CI84o1lM3_9q6NMSfU
AND
https://caps.woking.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PHGP0ZRU0B300&activeTab=summary
Deadline for responses: 31st Dec 2018
CHALGROVE: Homes England will use its Compulsory Purchase Order powers if current
negotiations are unsuccessful.
LANGAR: Currently operated by British Parachute Schools has been put up for sale by the owners.
AYLESBURY/THAME (Haddenham): The resident gliding club, Upward Bound Trust, has been
notice to quit the site by 20th December 2018. The area adjoining the landing/take off area has been
earmarked by Aylesbury Vale District Council Local Plan for development.

AERODROMES UPDATE (Updated 11 October 2018)
Aerodrome
Andrewsfield

Aylesbury/Thame
(Haddenham)

Current Status
Braintree, Colchester and Tendring Councils are jointly developing a Local Plan
for North-East Essex with an area including Andrewsfield aerodrome earmarked
for a garden community with ultimately 10,000 homes. The definitive Local Plan
is the subject of Public Examination with the Planning Inspector raising serious
concerns about the viability of the proposal
.
Resident Upward Bound Trust Gliding Club given notice to quit; technical site
adjoining landing / take-off area earmarked in Aylesbury Vale District Council
definitive Local Plan for development.

Bourn

Site earmarked for some 3,500 homes in 2031 Local Plan adopted by South
Cambridgeshire District Council on 27 September 2018 after completion of all
planning procedures, including Public Examination.

Chalgrove

Aerodrome has been transferred from the MoD to Homes England (HE) and is
occupied / operated by Martin-Baker Aircraft (MBA). Site included in South
Oxfordshire District Council initial 2033 Local Plan for a 3,000-home
development with a new runway for MBA operations but Plan being reassessed
as concerns raised over infrastructure issues and availability of site within the
Plan period. HE has stated that they will use their CPO powers if current
negotiations about the development with MBA, who wish to protect and expand
their on-site operations, are unsuccessful.

Deenethorpe

Site accepted under the Government’s Garden Village scheme for development
with up to 1,500 homes which development is supported by the Brudenell Estate,
the site owner. Public consultations on a proposed site masterplan have been
completed and a planning application is expected to be made in Summer 2018.
Planning application for mixed use development with 1,800 homes on site
approved by Waverley Borough Council on 14 December 2016 but called in for a
Public Inquiry the result of which was Central Government approval for the
application on 29 March 2018. Protest groups have been given leave to appeal
these decisions in the High Court with hearings set for 9/10 October 2018

Dunsfold

Elvington

York City Council definitive Local Plan submitted for Public Examination on 25
May 2018 includes a development of up to 3,330 homes occupying the middle
section of the aerodrome runway.
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Fairoaks

Halfpenny Green
(Wolverhampton
Business Airport)

Hullavington

Kemble
(Cotswold
Airport)

Langar
Long Marston

Surrey Heath Borough Council made a confidential, unsuccessful bid to establish
a Garden Village on site with public consultations starting in February 2017. A
local opposition group presented in January 2018 an alternative scheme
(“Fairoaks 2020”) that retains the aerodrome. Public consultation ended on 30
July 2018 on Council’s draft Local Plan options document which states that for
Chobham “Employment and Retail - Sets out that development at Fairoaks
Airport should be guided by a development brief / masterplan.” Outline planning
application made on 12 July 2018 for a Garden Village on site with 1,000 homes
but application has yet to be validated due to missing details.
Aerodrome sold to MCR Property Group an investment and development
company focused on commercial and residential real estate. The Group expected
to complete an initial study by Autumn 2017 of future aerodrome income and
investment that reportedly excludes housing on the site. A tenant has written to
MCR inviting them to consider a consortium to run the aerodrome.
The former RAF Hullavington aerodrome site has been sold to Dyson Ltd who
has now renovated two existing Type D hangars as research centres. Latest
outline planning application by Dyson made to Wiltshire Council includes a site
wide masterplan retaining both runways, extending the main runway and
construction of a private hangar with a control tower.
Commercial Estates Group proposal to build a 2,000-home sustainable village on
this ‘brownfield’ site as an alternative to the Cotswold District 2031 Local plan
proposal for a greenfield site near Cirencester. The Local Plan endorsing
continued aviation use of Kemble has been through Public Examination and was
adopted by the Council on 3 August 2018.
Aerodrome put up for sale – currently occupied / operated by British Parachute
Schools.
Aerodrome is designated in Stratford-on-Avon Local Plan adopted Core Strategy
for housing and has Government Garden Village approval with an adopted
Supplementary Planning Document. Developer is Cala Homes in conjunction
with site owner. See entry for Wellesbourne Mountford on page 3.
AERODROMES UPDATE

2
Aerodrome
Manston

MoD Sites
indicated:
Abingdon 2029

Alconbury 2019
Arbroath 2020
Brawdy 2024
Chivenor 2027
Colerne 2018

(Updated 11 October 2018)
Current Status
Application made by River Oak Strategic Partners for a Development Consent
Order (DCO) to retain the aerodrome as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project was accepted on 14 August 2018 initiating a nominal three-month preexamination stage. Site owners have submitted a revised planning application
for mixed use retaining 1,199 metres of the existing runway for limited use by
heritage aircraft. Thanet District Council definitive 2031 Local Plan public
consultation document has not allocated the site for any specific purpose to
ensure that the DCO process is not prejudiced. The public consultation ends on
4 October 2018.
The following MoD aerodrome sites are planned for disposal in the years
Dalton Barracks - military units expected to be relocated by 2026. Site
earmarked for Garden Village style development with ultimately 4,000 homes
in Vale of White Horse District Council definitive Local Plan Part 2 for which
Public Examination hearings closed on 6 September 2018 with specific session
on Dalton Barracks held on 26 July 2018.
Major part of site already being developed with 5,000 homes.
RMB Condor aerodrome – Press report that Angus Council will be given the
site for a 2,500-home development has been refuted by Central Government.
Cawdor Barracks.
Local Government agencies lobbying to keep a military presence at this RM
barracks.
Aerodrome sale rumoured being delayed to coincide with sale of adjoining
Azimghur Barracks in 2031. Local business interest in maintaining the
aerodrome for aviation purposes.
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Dishforth 2031

Halton 2022

Henlow 2020

Mildenhall 2022
Molesworth 2023
Linton-on-Ouse
2020
North Luffenham
2022

Scampton
2022
Spitalgate
2020
Swanton Morley
2031
Tern Hill
2022
Wethersfield 2020

Woodbridge 2027
Wyton 2019

North Denes
(Yarmouth
Heliport)
Nottingham City
(Tollerton)
Old Sarum

Panshanger

Peterborough /
Sibson

Aerodrome site being disposed of but not included for development in the
emerging 2035 Harrogate Borough Council Local Plan but is expected to be
considered during first 5-year review of the adopted Plan.
Aylesbury Vale District Council’s definitive Local Plan does not include the
aerodrome site for any development. Public Examination hearings of the Plan
ended on 20 July 2018.
Site earmarked for mixed use / specialist employment development in Central
Bedfordshire Council draft Local Plan Part 2 submitted for Public Examination
on 30 April 2018.
Forest Heath District Council Vision & Prospectus document for the site retains
the aviation facilities including the runway.
When vacated by the USAF, site due to be transferred to HE and currently
earmarked for housing.
Under the Services out sourcing agreement with Ascent, basic fixed wing flying
training will be conducted at RAF Valley in Anglesey rendering Linton-onOuse surplus to MoD requirements.
Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) and Rutland County Council public
consultation on Garden Village proposal for this site ended on 15 June 2018.
Further public consultation to include proposed development in emerging Local
Plan ended on 24 September 2018.
The resident Red Arrows display team are due to relocate to a yet unnamed
aerodrome.
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks. Site earmarked for residential
allocation in South Kesteven District Council definitive Local Plan document
issued for public consultation ending on 23 July 2018.
Robertson Barracks. There is no reference to the closure of the Barracks in the
definitive Breckland Council 2036 Local Plan subject to Public Examination
hearings which ended on 21 September 2018
Clive Barracks.
Aerodrome site being transferred to HE in 2020. Resident 614 Volunteer
Gliding School moving to former RAF Swanton Morley (see above) which is
also closing in 2031.
Rock Barracks.
Aerodrome being sold off – DIO has a Land Sales Delivery Partnership
Agreement with property developer Crest Nicholson and proposed a 4,500home development on site. Due to road infrastructure issues, site deleted from
Huntingdonshire District Council definitive 2036 Local Plan for mixed use
development including housing.
The aerodrome with two grass runways is for sale having been disused since
2015 on the cessation of North Sea helicopter operations.
With the support of the land owner, site earmarked for up to 4,000 homes in
Local Plan Core Strategy adopted by Rushcliffe Borough Council.
Site owner’s planning application for housing development and 10 additional
hangars amongst other work, objected to by various parties as being detrimental
to the site’s heritage and potentially limiting use of the aerodrome. Appeal
made by owner to the Planning Inspectorate for non-determination of the
application by Wiltshire Council with public inquiry hearings starting on 9
October 2018. The Council subsequently rejected the planning application.
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council definitive Local Plan provides for a
realigned grass runway to the north of previous runway 11/29. Definitive
Local Plan subject to Public Examination with specific hearings on the
aerodrome taking place on 20 February and 27 June 2018. An outline planning
application to re-open the aerodrome has been submitted and another party has
submitted two separate applications to establish a replacement aerodrome at
either Hatfield or Cromer Hyde.
Huntingdonshire District Council submitted an unsuccessful bid for a 2,500
home Garden Village on site. The Council subsequently withdrew their
support for the proposal but the site is still listed in the Council’s Housing and
Economic Land Availability Assessment.
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Plymouth

Redhill

Wellesbourne
Mountford

Wycombe Air Park

FlyPlymouth, a local social enterprise aerodrome support group, plans to
reopen the aerodrome and start regional airline services. Sutton Harbour
Holdings, the site lease holder, have proposed a mixed use development
although the definitive Plymouth City / South-West Devon Joint Local Plan
retains the site for aviation. The definitive Joint Local Plan was submitted for
Public Examination on 31 July 2017 with specific hearings on the aerodrome
conducted in February 2018.
Land owner and Thakeham Homes, a local housing developer, have proposed a
6,000 to 8,000 home Garden Village on the site and adjacent land. Tandridge
District Council public consultation on four potential Garden Village sites
including Redhill ended on 9 October 2017.
Public consultation on the definitive 2033 Local Plan ended on 10 September
2018 and this has ruled out the site for a Garden Village and allocated it
protected status as an Important Employment Site. The current draft Local
Plan earmarks the aerodrome for employment purposes and notes that the site is
within the Green Belt with a high risk of surface water flooding.
Gladman Developments in conjunction with the site owner have proposed a
development of 1,600 homes on the site although the Stratford-on-Avon
District Council Local Plan adopted Core Strategy has earmarked Long
Marston aerodrome (see page 1) as a preferred housing development site. A
Core Strategy stated policy is to “Retain and support the enhancement of the
established flying functions and aviation related facilities at Wellesbourne
Airfield”. Tenants notified by owner that flying activities would cease in
December 2016 but action deferred pending tenant’s legal action to obtain new
leases. The Court judgement handed down on 25 June 2018 has ruled against
the tenants who are expected to appeal the decision by the deadline of 16
October 2018. The Council have formally rescinded the owner’s permitted
development rights to prevent building demolition work and have initiated
proceedings to negotiate an agreed purchase of the site or, failing that, to
acquire the site by a CPO.
Site lease holder (Helicopter Aircraft Holdings Ltd) has agreed new leases with
the land owner, Wycombe District Council. Definitive Local Plan submitted
for Public Examination provides for an industrial / warehousing complex on
south-eastern part of the site resulting in loss of a runway and relocation of
gliding activities. Public Examination hearings started on 16 July 2018 and
ended on 26 September 2018.
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RAeC MEMBER PROFILE: MIKE PEARSON

How did I get here up to my eyeballs in hangars, regulation and aeroplanes….? It’s a good
question and something I often think about. Events happen don’t they which at the time affect
the decisions we make with no possible insight as to where they might lead us?
So parental influence secured training as an engineer back in the 60’s with Tube Investments, I
specialised in product design and worked on the machinery and equipment to forge steel for
bearing manufacture, an industry long lost to the Far East.
On my 21st birthday having completed my apprenticeship we popped over to our local airfield
(Leicester) and I got my first light aircraft experience in a C150... £15 for a 1 hour flight… I still
have the receipt ! I remember the flight clearly, climbed to 2000ft and I was already lost, could
not see the airfield.. even if the view was stunning. Engine ‘off’ demonstration just to show we
would not die if the engine stopped and pretty soon it was all over. It was 20 years before I
would take the controls again and I realise now how much I missed.
Next I took my technical skills to sales and moved to plastics working for subsidiaries of Imperial
Tobacco when in the 1970’s there were rumours of potential health hazards of smoking and
Imperial were looking for diversification.
Over a 5 year period in the 70’s I received intense management training by 30 I was National
Sales Manager for a plastic coating company deeply embedded in automotive markets. A wife
and two children followed quickly and a couple of sorties into running my own tool business
before joining a big European tool manufacturer. Still no aviation content in my CV at 35 by
which time I had made Managing Director.
Finally aviation came into focus and in a way saved my career. Tools and equipment were
required everywhere in manufacturing and maintenance but these markets were in steep
decline along with UK engineering with the one exception of aerospace. Big projects on
Eurofighter, Airbus, EH101 and Apache and there followed a beguiling MRO business.
Competition became fierce but I found a niche market for FOD..(Foreign Object Debris) control
and designed concepts and systems incorporating our equipment for aerospace. I am still
regarded as the grandfather of “Tool Control”.
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Just as we entered this market feet first a friend telephoned me one Saturday afternoon I was
mowing the lawn at around 15:00. It was JJ Evendon, a keen air racer at the time and the owner
of a PA28R Arrow Turbo based at Blackbushe about a mile from my house…
“ What are you doing Mike ?”
“Mowing the lawn ! “ said I
“Fancy coming down to Plymouth with me?”
“… eerr I have a School PTA BBQ at 18:00” I replied
“..No problem we will be back by then !!” …...
and that’s how it all began.
Over the weeks that followed I was cadging lifts all over the country and get a go on the yoke
on route.. it all seemed easy from the right hand seat.
Cutting a long story short it took me 10 months of secret flying for me to get a PPL(A) licence
without my wife, Sandra finding out. So when we eventually went up to Blackbushe for lunch
she amazingly took it in her stride to climb into a club aircraft for a short hop to IOW for
lunch.
As my business progressed it was incredibly useful to fly to most of my customers for
business meetings, I built a lot of hours quickly and made many new friends.. I only regret
that I had not started back when I was 21 not realising the potential private flying offers to an
individual and to business efficiency .. even today.
I ran a couple of aircraft groups at Blackbushe, mostly on PA28 Warriors where I met Cliff
Hawkins, a new pilot in our group looking for a flight buddy for his first channel crossing.
We became good friends and eventually teamed up for handicap air racing with the Royal
Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association, the RRR’s [Ed. The 3R’s].

Race 200 over Alderney
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With 3R’s air racers Cliff Hawkins and Dan Pangbourne (2007)

We enjoyed 6 seasons racing in Cliff’s aircraft a TB20, no huge collection of trophies
unfortunately but a great time socially and racing for some astounding trophies with huge
aviation heritage, The Kings cup with Geoffrey Dehavilands name on it and the Schneider
trophy.

Kamakazi Air Racers !
I took on the role of Clerk of the Course and somehow became Chairman of the club in
2013, [Ed. and Cliff began collecting silverware !! ] guiding the club for 5 years, the most a
Chairman can serve.
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May 2013 Sherburn in Elmet (Photo: Glynn Farrar)

On retirement from The 3R’s the Royal Aero Club awarded me a Bronze medal, graciously
received.

HRH Prince Andrew The Duke of York presenting Mike with his RAeC Bronze medal

Finally here I am as Airfield Manager at Popham .. not entirely by chance but following an air
race here that coincided with the retirement of the airfield manager I had an offer I could not
refuse. Popham is a great place for GA, one visitor recently told me it was like calling at his
local pub which was very endearing. Popham is a growing business and although it is often
quirky it retains its Hampshire charm as a top destination. Pop in and say hello anytime..
nobody told me running an airfield is 24/7, so much for retirement ! https://www.pophamairfield.co.uk
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Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT)
Charity Commission No.1068451
http://www.royalaeroclub.co.uk/about-us.php?title=&id=32

Through active and ongoing involvement in fund raising and the preparation of grant applications,
the Trust concentrates on two main objectives:
 Supporting the ambitions of young people who wish to become involved in air sports and
recreation regardless of background, experience or ability, to achieve their full potential through
participation in air sports and recreational flying.
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries
 Conserving the Royal Aero Club’s unique collection of aviation memorabilia conserving unique
historical aviation materials for future generations and maintaining 100 years of aviation history
represented by artefacts, memorabilia and archive documents. Much of this is stored at The Royal
Air Force Museum Hendon. However, in 2011 the Trust launched www.royalaeroclubcollection.org
where visitors can gain quick and easy access to these extensive aviation archives.


2019 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
Applications for 2019 bursaries are now available for downloading
Closing dates for applications: 31 March 2019
As part of its Flying for Youth Programme (FfY), the RAeC Trust (RAeCT) has a Bursary
Scheme for young people between ages 14 and 21 is divided into four categories of Bursaries.
This provides financial assistance of up to £1,000 for those wishing to upgrade their existing
qualification in a wide range of air sports and aviation-related activities.
 Flying Bursaries/Grants for those wishing to advance from one recognised level of air sport to the
next
higher
level
and
wish
to
upgrade
their
existing
qualifications:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Griv7CmQBcUsUKrylCGCGugkTjJTILwW/view
 Flight Simulator Bursaries/Grants for Computer Flight Simulation enthusiasts wishing to gain
practical
experience
of
flying
or
an
air
sport:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KvfUChBrqdwsJXjdqDO-BOHjOrU_ZA_a/view
 Aeromodelling Bursaries to enable flyers upgrade equipment or to gain further qualifications:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hmAXWVE6qnVPBBWpqknNt9tvhjm3RdJX/view
 Advanced Bursaries to enable well qualified air sports persons enter international or national
competitions or other prestigious events or to advance their existing qualifications to a higher level to
the
benefit
of
the
sport
(eg
to
gain
an
instructor
qualification):
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tVtdmn7M1RY47pKrkeZlwDZNS6YM1-Bj/view
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The scheme and the bursaries comprise all types of air sports and aviation-related activities
including: paragliding, gliding, hang-gliding, parachuting, microlight aircraft, helicopter, light aircraft
and the designing, building and flying model aeroplanes (including multi-rotary wing - eg drones).
Applicants for these grants must hold British Citizenship and be permanently resident in UK
and aged 14-21 years (Advanced Bursary - 24 years).
48 bursaries were offered in 2018 and the lucky recipients were able to start training in April.
No applications were received in 2018 from aero model flyers who are encouraged to apply for
future bursaries.
2019 Terms and Conditions
V3TAJsb9XT15YN9qIRX/view

available

at

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oj5Do-gLov_o-

SOME 2018 BURSARIES WINNERS
Ruth Scott: to obtain BAA Light Aircraft Aerobatics qualification
Aiden Paterson: to obtain BGA Bronze qualification
Sophie Rees: to obtain BPA Formation Skydive Coach qualification
Alexander Court: to obtain Group B Balloon PTR qualification
Peter Gregory: to obtain Hot Air Balloon CPL qualification
Jordan Bridge: to obtain Motor Glider conversion to SEP
John Delves: to obtain BHPA Paramotor conversion
Lucilla Marriott: to obtain Camera Flyer BPA Fly B National qualification
Iqbal Muizz Sajeel: to obtain an Air Flight Experience
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BURSARIES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FUNDS
These pages are a compilation of RAeC Member Organisations bursaries, scholarships and
Funds together with others that may be of interest. For full details check out the applicable RAeC
Member pages.

2018 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
The Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT) is delighted to announce its bursary scheme for young
people for the 2018 season.
The President’s Scholarships (2 bursaries each worth up to £750);
The Peter Cruddas Foundation Scholarship worth up to £1,000
The Breitling Bursary worth up to £750
The Bramson Bursary worth up to £500
The new George Farha Bursary worth up to £500
The new John Downer Bursary worth up to £500
plus a number of additional bursaries also worth up to £500 each.
Applicants for these grants must hold British Citizenship and be permanently resident in UK and
aged 14-21 years (Advanced Bursary up to 24 years).
Applications
for
2019
bursaries
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries

will

be

available

for

downloading

via

Closing dates for applications: 31st March 2019

AIR CADET GLIDING FUNDING
If you are an Air Cadet gliding funding is available via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk

AIR LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIPS
https://www.airleague.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/New-Air-League-ScholarshipsOpportunities-for-2018-19.pdf
The Air League Scholarship Season has begun with space scholarship opportunities launching
in Spring 2019.

Did you know that every year the Air League, together with their sponsors, awards approximately
100 scholarships to young members as well as disabled veterans through their various schemes
and initiatives?
Anyone can join the Air League and enjoy access to their scholarships which give you free flying
opportunities around the country. Whether you are already hold a Pilot’s licence or are just
starting, or you might be more interested in a career in engineering or aspire to work in
astronautics…there is something for everyone. All they want to see is passion and commitment
towards your chosen career.
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This year, the flying scholarships have been opened up to Leading Edge One and Leading Edge
Two members (between 18-35 years of age) for the first time. The Air League recognises that the
‘aviation bug’ might bite at a later stage in life.
• The flying bursary funds are also available to all members – irrespective of your experience
level. You just need to have a clear plan in mind for how you would use the funds – whether it will
fund initial flying lessons or to help gain an aerobatics rating.
• New locations will be offering flying training with new partners and giving further opportunities to
Air League scholars to pursue their flying at their chosen location.
• Giving Back. As well as the actual scholarships – all winners will be asked to volunteer at Air
League events which will give them great exposure to the industry. Such opportunities are also
available to members so winning is not essential to take advantage of their networking
opportunities that are open to all members.
You can choose to apply for as many different types of scholarships as you like (there is
no limit). Make sure to read the T&Cs and entry criteria.
Gliding Scholarships: offering the opportunity for glider pilots who have gone solo or those Air
Cadets who have reached Gold Wings standard to broaden their flying experience. The Air
League gliding to solo scholarships are available to novices (aged between 16-18) through their
scheme with British Airways. Minimun age is 16 years (available to all Leading Edge One and
Two members) Approx. 10 gliding scholarships worth £300 per scholarship are awarded per
annum.
Applications
are
open
till
April
(depending
on
Scholarship)
https://airleague.formstack.com/forms/flying_bursaries_201819_copy_copy
Flying Scholarships: offer 12 hours of free flying to those not yet holding a PPL/NPPL/LAPL.
Minimum age is 18 years (available for Leading Edge One and Two members). You will be
provided with an option of different flying schools and locations for 2019. For residential courses
lasting approximately 10 days, you can preference for the following schools/ locations:South
Warwickshire Flying School, Wellesbourne Mountford; Tayside Aviation, Dundee; Wycombe Air
Centre or Oxford Airport.
Plus the SkyDemon Scholarship to enable a young person to go solo and enjoy the
responsibility and achievement of solo flight by undertaking their training on a residential basis
over the course of week at one of the 4 approved training providers to ensure consistency in their
learning.
There is also an opportunity for those considering a military career to attend OASC at RAFC
Cranwell to sit the pilot aptitude test battery (max age 26 due to military age restrictions for pilots)
Approx. 30 flying scholarships worth £3000 per scholarship are awarded per annum.
Applications open in Nov 2018 until January 2019: Interviews - March/April 2019
https://airleague.formstack.com/forms/flying_bursaries_201819_copy
Flying Bursaries: are currently open to everyone who has a specific flying accomplishment in
mind. Applications are especially invited from those who already hold a PPL/ LAPL/NPPL who
wish to gain additional training e.g. in aerobatics, night ratings etc. Minimum age is 18 years (any
membership category) Approximately 20 flying bursaries worth approx £1000 each are awarded
per
annum.
Applications
open
in
Jan
2019
https://airleague.formstack.com/forms/flying_bursaries_201819
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NEW Space Scholarships: intended for those with a passion for astronautics and space. The
scholarship winners attend a residential Senior Space School at the University of Leicester in
August of each year open to 17-18 year olds. Sponsored by SES Satellites there is an
opportunity to be included in SES’s annual internship programme in Belgium. Applications for
Scholarships open in Spring 2019. Check website for application form
https://airleagueweb.azurewebsites.net/scholarships/
Engineering Scholarships: a 1-2 week placement within industry e.g. Airbus Helicopters,
Marshalls. All accommodation and expenses are paid during scholarship. Minimum age 18 years.
Applications open in Jan 2019
Flying Scholarships for Disabled Veterans: The Air League and Boeing, in collaboration with
Help for Heroes and Aerobility, offer numerous flying scholarships for disabled veterans/service
personnel.
https://airleagueweb.azurewebsites.net/scholarshipsold/scholarships-for-disabledveterans/

VINTAGE AIRCRAFT CLUB: LIZ INWOOD TAILDRAGGER SCHOLARSHIP
The Scholarship, named in memory of the late Tiger Moth pilot and flying instructor Liz Inwood, is
funded by donations from the Vintage Aircraft Club, Light Aircraft Association and the Inwood
estate.
the Taildragger Scholarship was set up by the Liz Inwood Trust along with the VAC and we are
pleased to make This annual award is available to qualified pilots, under 36 years old, with
100hrs or more who wish to convert from typical flying club nose wheel designs to older tailwheel
types, and enabling them to train for up to 5 hours at a recognised flying school. Each year the
selection panel will chose one pilot out of the many applicants potentially to open the door to
flying a wider range of vintage and classic types.
2019 applications open in June: http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

BMAA 'YOUNG PERSON'S FLYING BURSARY'
Funding each year is awarded to selected candidates between the ages of 15 and 20 on the date
of the award. In order to qualify they must show some history of an interest in microlighting and
will be selected by an appointed panel. There will be some additional flying and ground based
assessments to ensure we get exactly the right people."
Applications close on 31 March 2019
https://www.bmaa.org/try-micr…/young-person-s-flying-bursary
THE PHILIP WILLS MEMORIAL FUND
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund supports UK gliding by lending money to gliding clubs for capital
projects e.g. purchasing land or equipment, with the Trustees having a broad brief to enable them
to provide a diversity of financial assistance to both clubs and individuals.
The Fund lends at (very) low rates of interest, usually over periods less than 10 years. Typical
loans would be up to c £60k. The application process is simple with the Fund’s trustees generally
only looking to see that there is a good business case for the expenditure and (in order to protect
the Fund) that the club has the ability to make monthly repayments.
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RAF CHARITABLE TRUST
The RAF Charitable Trust is developing a number of Scholarships and Awards open to serving
airman, cadets and members of the wider RAF family. These range from Scholarships for
Disabled People to Air Cadets and 6th Form Scholars with potential follow on into University to
glider flying training.
https://www.airtattoo.com/the-trust/scholarships-and-awards

HELICOPTER SCHOLARSHIPS
Helicentre Aviation Academy: Full and part funded scholarships for their Professional
Helicopter Pilot Scholarship Schemes. Fully funded CPL(H) (£55,000); Flight Instructor
Scholarship (£20,000); Part funded CPL(H) (£10,000 x 1, £7,500 x 2, £5000 x 10)
Application forms need to be submitted by the 31st of December 2018 either in person or by mail.
You do not need to have started flying to submit an application but you must complete your
PPL(H) by the 30th of September 2019 to complete your application and be eligible to go through
their selection process.
EASA Commercial Helicopter Pilot Scholarship http://www.helicopterscholarships.com/uk-easa
EASA Helicopter Flight Instructor http://www.helicopterscholarships.com/uk-easa
FAA Commercial Helicopter Pilot Scholarship: http://www.helicopterscholarships.com/us-faa
Applications for 2019 Scholarships: Close 31st December 2018
LAUNCHPOINT BURSARIES / AWARDS
Launchpoint is a registered British charity that supports gliding, and prior to 2017 was known as
The Caroline Trust. The charity aims to provide opportunities to experience gliding and to help
participants, of all ages, to develop with the sport and they do this through the Caroline Trust
Awards and the Ted Lys Awards.
The Caroline Trust Award application form can be found here
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pwmf-lp/caroline-trust-application-form/
The Ted Lys Award application form can be found here for 2019 applications
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/ted-lys-award-application-form/
For further information and details: https://members.gliding.co.uk/launchpoint/
Launchpoint is also the BGA’s adopted charity and provides Launchpoint’s website at no cost.

PPL SCHOLARSHIPS AT BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT
2 PPL annual scholarships to the value of £10,000 each have been offered by the Trustees of
Biggin Hill Airport to young men and women between the ages of 16-26 seeking a career in
aviation.
One scholarship has been funded by the owners of the airport, The Biggin Hill Airport Award, and
the other scholarship funded by the family of the late BA Captain Nick Davidson.
There was quite a rigorous selection process which included aptitude tests and a medical.
For further information contact ndmfs@bigginhillairport.com
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http://www.airleague.co.uk

The Air League believes deeply in and champions aviation and aerospace and highlights
their role in security, technological innovation and their important contribution to British
society and British economy. Effort, commitment and regular events have been pivotal in
shaping the entire aviation and aerospace sector and driving debate and policy agendas as
has encouraging and attracting the young bright minds and talent of tomorrow via the
ongoing provision of many Scholarships and Bursaries. The Air League also works regularly
with disadvantaged groups, using aviation and aerospace as a gateway to life-changing
experiences and opportunities.

NEWS
This year’s Andrew Humphrey Memorial Lecture, sponsored by Airbus, was held at No 4
Hamilton Place, London on 12th November and delivered by guest speaker Air Chief Marshal
Sir Stephen Hillier KCB CBE DFC ADC MA RAF.
The lecture keeps alive the memory of Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir Andrew
Humphrey.

His sudden and premature death in 1977 at the age of 56, whilst serving as Chief of the
Defence Staff was a great loss to the Royal Air Force and to the nation.

See the Bursaries, Scholarships & Funds section in this Newsletter for details of The
Air League’s scholarships and bursaries which span from flying gliders and powered aircraft
to
engineering
and
space
and
check
out
https://airleagueweb.azurewebsites.net/scholarships
Applications for Flying and Gliding Scholarships are now open until January 2019.
Engineering Scholarships and Flying Bursaries will open from January 2019 until March
2019 and Aerospace open from Spring 2019.
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2018 YOUTH IN AVIATION PARLIAMENTARY RECEPTION
Sponsored by The Aviation Skills Partnership and Boeing UK and organised by The Air
League the Rt Hon Baroness Garden of Frognal hosted the 2018 Youth in Aviation
Parliamentary Reception, in the Cholmondeley Room at The Houses of Parliament on 28th
November. This Parliamentary Reception acted not only to show MPs, Peers and the
aviation industry what is happening at a grass roots level within aerospace but highlighted
the many advantages Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) can have
on the future development of aerospace within the United Kingdom.

The Air League was proud to welcome Air Marshal Mike Wigston CBE, Deputy Commander
Capability and Air Member for Personnel and Capability who spoke at the reception.
Youth in Aviation is a collaboration of the non-profit, charitable and educational
organisations involved in enabling young people from all backgrounds to experience aviation
and aerospace.
Other organisations who attended included: The Royal Aeronautical Society, Aerobility, Air
Cadets, The Light Aircraft Association, Brooklands Museum, The British Gliding Association,
The Air League, The British Aerobatics Association and IMechE.
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https://www.aerobatics.org.uk

NEWS
BRITISH AEROBATICS AGM
The AGM is scheduled to take place at the Aviator Hotel, Sywell Aerodrome,
Northamptonshire, NN6 0BN on Saturday 9th February 2019. For further details
contact: membership@aerobatics.org.uk

WANT A SECOND CHANCE TO WIN A FLIGHT IN A SPITFIRE?
Due to popular demand British Aerobatics is delighted to announce its second lottery draw to
win a flight in a Spitfire. This once in a lifetime opportunity includes a 50-minute flight
experience in a two seat Spitfire (T9) with Boultbee Flight Academy and an overnight stay
with dinner for two at Goodwood Hotel.
As one winner comes back down to earth after their flight in a Spitfire, British Aerobatics is
ready to make another dream come true. For just £20 a ticket, participants in the next
lottery draw will have the same 1 in 1000 chance of winning a flight in a Spitfire (prize worth
over £5000). Alan Begley from the West Midlands, winner of the first lottery draw, shares
his experience;

“It was a privilege to be given the opportunity to fly in such an iconic piece of British history.
From the briefing and first roar of the Merlin engine right through to the flight, aerobatics and
landing, the whole experience was exhilarating. It was simply one of the most exciting and
memorable things I have ever done!”
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The lottery draw will take place on 9 January 2019 at the offices of Aerobility, Blackbushe
Airport, Camberley, Surrey. For lottery tickets visit www.aerobatics.org.uk/lottery

Proceeds from the lottery will go towards British Aerobatic Team training and support fund in
preparation for the upcoming World and European Championships. A donation will also be
made to the registered charity Aerobility, who facilitate a range of flying training and flying
experiences for disabled people.
For lottery tickets visit www.aerobatics.org.uk/lottery
The winner of the Spitfire trip must be over 18 years of age (other terms and conditions
apply including height and weight restrictions.) British Aerobatics who holds a small society
lottery licence (Registration No. SSL 1786) from Huntingdonshire District Council, request
that by law no person under the age of 16 years is permitted to purchase or sell lottery
tickets.

SPORTS & INTERMEDIATE BRITISH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
2018
Due to an unfortunate tech problem with G-EEEK, in which a significant number of the
competitors were planning to fly, the competition was finally underway at 11:30 with the first
pilot at sports, Yair Yaniv running into the box in the British Aerobatic Academy Extra 200.
This was the start of Adrian Willis’s busy schedule and with every other Sports pilot flying the
same EA200 the turnaround time was inevitably impacted the run rate. But after the first few
pilots this soon started to become a slick operation and before long the Extra 200 was
almost ready to go by the last wing rock of the preceding competitor.
Friday was the most productive day of the competition with just over half of all competition
flights. This included 2 flights for most of the field at both Sports and Intermediate, but with
worsening weather on the way there was little time to back off the pace. Aside from a couple
of comfort breaks, it was almost non-stop until the final pilot landed at just after 18:00.
Following the packing away of all aircraft everyone departed swiftly to make themselves
pretty for the event supper at the Thyme restaurant in the Norman Cross hotel.
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Party Time !
Being plagued by weather interruptions less than 10 flights were completed on the Saturday.

BRITISH SPORTS POWER NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
1st: Martin Luton

2nd: Ruth Scott

3rd: Roger Ganpatsingh

UK INTERMEDIATE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
1st: Jez Burgoin

2nd: James Page

3rd: Richard Welch
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BRITISH GLIDER AEROBATIC CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
A number of last minute entries meant there was a reasonable turn out in all classes except
unlimited for the Nationals. The forecast for the week made it fairly obvious there would be a
struggle to get full programmes completed and unusually the forecast turned out to be
almost 100% accurate with Thursday and Saturday being quite good days, Friday being
rather mixed and Sunday being completely impossible.
During the competition we had a few box incursions, the most serious by a R44 helicopter
that flew directly through the box at around 1500 foot AGL on its outbound and return
journey over Saltby airfield, luckily the chief judge spotted it and stopped the flight in
progress so the safety process coped with the issue.
Paul Conran's team of Advanced apprentices, recently back from a good showing in the
Czech Republic for the World Championships, did well with Joel Hallewell taking the
Advanced gold medal for the second year running. Well done Joel.

BRITISH SPORTS GLIDER CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
1st:

Daniel Weston

2nd: Julius Carter

3rd: David White

BRITISH INTERMEDIATE GLIDER CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
1st: Benjie Ambler

2nd: Mateusz Borkowski

3rd: Charles Barker

ADVANCED BRITISH GLIDER CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
1st: Joel Hallewell

2nd: Paul Conran

3rd: David Gethin

Benjie Ambler, Joel Hallewell, Daniel Weston and Club level Combined Finals winner Harvey Algar
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THE TIGER TROPHY 2018
The final event of the 2018 aerobatic season was for The Tiger Trophy. This was held at
Sherburn in Elmet airfield.
It had been a very hot summer and reputedly the hottest since 1976 but it started to come to
an end with a hurricane across The Pond blowing warm wind across the UK. This was
quickly followed by a surprise drop in temperature, with severe weather in the south
anticipated over the weekend of The Tiger, typical!
Entries stood at 19 but due to the forecast and actual weather this reduced to 11, low for
what is considered to be one of the most prestigious of British Aerobatic’s trophy inventory.

Eric Marsh was Contest Director and Ian Scott, Chief Judge. Richard Maxstead of Sherburn
Aeroclub was Airfield Operator and slightly concerned over potential conflict between the
extended centreline of the active runway and the southern edge of the box. This was safely
resolved by a small alteration to the nominal location of the box and supplementary
instructions to other airfield users

1st:

Mark Thomas

2nd: Phil Burgess

3rd: Steven Bakhtiari
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2019 AEROBATIC POWER COMPETITIONS
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BRITISH BALLOONING AND AIRSHIP CLUB
https://www.bbac.org

Founded in 1965, the BBAC is a volunteer-based organisation which exists to promote the
safety, enjoyment and advancement of lighter-than-air flight in all its forms, hot-air
ballooning, gas ballooning and airships.
The BBAC Members’ website at https://members.bbac.org includes links to the technical
office libraries; sensitive area database; Pilots’ Circular archive; membership database;
inspector information; instructor and examiner information; members’ forum; personal direct
debit and membership details etc.

NEWS
BBAC AGM and MEMBER DAY
The BBAC AGM and Members Day will be held on Sunday 24th March 2019 at the Stoke
Orchard Community Centre, Armstron Road, Stoke Orchard, Cheltenham, GL52 7SB
For more details contact:

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY NAMES TRAIN AFTER BBAC PRESIDENT
If you missed the mention of this accolade in the News and Information section of this
Newsletter hop back and take a look.
Congratulations Don. A corporate meeting room, an Intercity Express train I wonder what will
be named next after you 

“NAVIGATE TO THE LINE” COMPETITION
This new competition, with Hybrid Air Vehicles Limited the engineering partner, will ask
secondary school Year 8 S2 students in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to
design a remote-controlled, micro:bit-enabled lighter than-air aircraft to explore buoyancy
and the use of vectored thrust.
See the YOUTH section in this Newsletter for details about this exciting new competition
using two 3 foot/900mm helium balloons which can lift approx. 300g of mass, microbit radio
communications and a competition PCB.
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OBSERVERS FOR BALLOONING COMPETITIONS
In the UK each pilot has to provide an observer for every competition. Many pilots have their
own regular observer, but some use ‘freelance’ observers who are allocated to their pilot at
the pre-flight briefing. The Observer’s job is to monitor the flight, record and measure where
the markers land and report back to the Director via De-briefers by completing a largely self–
explanatory form.
For further information and details on how to get involved contact: information@bbac.org

CANADA TO ENGLAND TRANS-ATLANTIC BALLOON CROSSING
I wouldn’t normally include requests for funding and sponsorship, but these are being sought
by Deborah Day to set a new ballooning distance and endurance record for a female pilot
and to additionally become the first woman to be the sole pilot, not the word sole and not
solo, of a balloon Atlantic crossing in Spring 2019.

She will be accompanied by her registered blind partner Mike Scholes. If successful, Mike
will also become the first registered blind crew to make this crossing as part of their 28000
mile journey.
See: www.gofundme.com/transatlantic-balloon-challenge

BALLOON COMPETITIONS

23rd FAI WORLD HOT AIR BALLOON CHAMPIONSHIPS
Gross-Siegharts, Austria August 2018

(Photo: Andreas Biedermann)
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Our congratulations to Dominic Bereford for becoming the youngest World Hot Air Ballooning
Champion.
With history slightly repeating itself, as 21 year earlier Dominic’s father David received the title having
beaten 1998’s World Champion Joe Heartsill from the USA, Dominic took the mantle from USA’s Rhett
Heartsill, Joe’s son.

(Photo: MN.KBS.CO.KR)

The were 5 UK teams entered the Bereford’s namely Stephanie, David and Dominic making up 3
places with Richard Parry and Ken Karlstrom the other 2.

(Photo: Jo Slade)

Dominic Bereford (1st); Stephani Bereford (32nd); David Bereford (35th); Ken Karlstrom (64th) and
Richard Parry (70th). There were 105 teams competing.
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BRITISH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
29 August – 2nd September Thouars, Deux-Sevres, France
th

The British National Hot Air Balloon Championships is the biggest event the BBAC
Competitions Club holds each year to determine the UK National Champion and the British
Team that will compete in either the European or World Hot Air Balloon Championships in
2019.

Not content with being the 2018 World Champion Dominic Bereford became 4th time British
National Champion.
2nd: Marcus Green
3rd: David Bereford

(Photo: Karin Bareford)
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At the same venue the 2nd European Cloudhopper Championships were held.
For those not balloonists there is no basket. The pilot sits on a chair or harness strapped to a hot air
balloon landing feet first on the ground target having descended from the skies.
3 UK teams were entered out of a total of 7.
Simon Church (1st); Simon Whatley (2nd) and Tony Jay (6th)

THE GREAT BRITISH LONG JUMP 2018
The competition starts just after midnight on the morning of October 1 and closes at dusk on 31
October and the winner is the pilot or team who flies the longest straight line distance within the British
Isles during the month of October. http://www.thelongjump.com/

It all started back in 1984 when Robin Batchelor landed after a flight of only a few minutes from yet
another showground to the first car park and he thought, “Sod this, let’s fly as far as we can when the
commercial balloon season is over.” We’ll call it a competition, but really it is a kick up the bum for
people to push their boundaries. Fly further, fly higher, flay faster and have fun while they are doing it.
But you know how competitive pilots can be, so there is a “WINNER” and the 2018 winners were
announced at the Survivors’ Lunch held on the 25th November with the Frog Trophy awarded to
William Wood and Matthew Billing for flying from Dorset to Norfolk, 233 miles in 7 hours and 50
minutes and used 550 litres of propane.
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Every pilot writes a report, with photos, of their flight ….. and what an interesting an enjoyable read they
are http://www.thelongjump.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/reports2018.pdf and William and Matt
have put up a brilliant must watch video on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2jYxlRo5YY&feature=youtu.be

(L-R) Matthew Billing, Robin Batchelor & William Wood
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British Gliding Association (BGA) www.gliding.co.uk
The British Gliding Association is the governing body for the sport of gliding in the UK, representing
and providing services to some 8500 UK glider pilots and 80+ clubs that are spread throughout the
UK from the north of Scotland to the SW tip of England. Clubs range from small, member-run clubs
to some of the largest gliding clubs in the world.
Developing and promoting gliding the BGA provides advice and assistance to clubs on a wide range
of topics, including finance, regulation, operations and marketing as well as being responsible for
managing training standards, UK gliding competitions and for the British Gliding Team.

NEWS
BGA AIRSPACE SUB-COMMITTEE CHANGE
Neil Goudie, winner of the 2004 CAA General Aviation Safety Award, has taken on the role of
Chairman from John Williams who has stepped down after over seven years in the post. Neil will be
bringing his legislation expertise as Environment Agency Industrial Emissions Regularity Specialist
to his role on this BGA Sub-Committee. The BGA Airspace Sub-Committee aims to maximise the
amount of usable airspace available to all glider pilots to fly in with the minimum of control from UK
airspace operators.
Recognising the need for safe, and decarbonised, airspace strategies this Sub-Committee monitors
plans by Air Traffic Control operators for increasing controlled airspace and become actively
involved in the CAP1616 airspace change process to ensure that glider pilots’ needs are fully
understood and recognised from the outset. By developing policies for recommendation and
endorsement by the BGA Executive Committee and working in alliance with other recreational
aviation organisations to engage and educate the Department of Transport and the CAA on forming
future strategies and policies that work for all Airspace operators, users and regulators.

NEW PRESIDENT FOR VINTAGE GLIDER CLUB (VGC)
Andrew Jarvis has become the new President of the Vintage Glider Club. He has flown more
than 60 glider types from a Slingsby T-31 and Minimoa and Krajanek to the T-21. Amongst his
favourite gliders are the T-21, Hutter 17 and Olympia 463.
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Andrew will be strengthening the links between the VGC and the Gliding Heritage Club Centre at
Lasham, which opened their second exhibition hanger this summer. His aim is also to restore and
get flying the gull-winged Short Nimbus in an Ulster Museum.
For more information about the Vintage Glider Club: https://www.vintagegliderclub.org/

BGA SPORTING CONFERENCE AND AGM 2019
The BGA Sporting Conference and AGM 2019 will be held on Saturday 2nd March 2019 at the
Nottingham Belfry Hotel.
The conference runs from mid-morning to about 17.00 followed by the Annual Dinner and Awards
commencing at takes place 19.30.
For details and the Conference Programme: https://members.gliding.co.uk/bga-conference-andagm/
Lunch and Awards Dinner tickets: https://bookwhen.com/bga#focus=ev-swsd-20190302090000
Accommodation bookings at The Belfrey are now open. Contact the hotel direct 0115 973 9393
quoting “British Gliding” when using their booking line. First come first served. Book your rooms
early to avoid disappointment. The hotel also offers full use of the leisure and spa facilities for all
participants and partners. If you wish to take advantage of this special BGA rate you MUST book
your accommodation before the 18th January 2019

BRITISH GLIDING TEAMS 2019
Each year a number of pilots represent the UK at World and European Championships. The pilots
are selected based on their results at the various national competitions held within the UK across
several ‘classes’ of glider – Club, Standard, 15m, 18m, 20m and Open Class. Britain is represented
at both Junior and Senior levels, with an additional World Championships for women only.
Throughout the year, the pilots will train together across the UK with a growing emphasis on ‘team
flying’ sharing information and decision making during the race. With a growing number of Junior
pilots and highly competitive national championships, the future of the British Team is positive.

THE 2019 JUNIOR BRITISH GLIDING TEAM

Pilots: Jake Brattle, Simon Brown, Peter Carter and Finn Sleigh
Reserve pilots:
Clement Allen and Henry Inigo-Jones
They will be competing next year at the 11th Junior World Gliding Championships (Szeged,
Hungary). The best of luck guys!
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THE 2019 SENIOR BRITISH GLIDING TEAM
Open Class:
20m Class:
18m Class:
15m Class:
Standard Class:
Club Class:

Russell Cheetham and Tim Jenkinson
Garry Coppin and Steve Jones
Pete Harvey and Phil Jones
Tim Scott
Leigh Wells and Howard Jones
G Dale and Tom Arscott

Keep abreast of Team GB (Senior and Junior) on their dedicated website: https://team.gliding.co.uk/

NEED MORE CLUB MEMBERS?? CLUB MARKETING AND PR INITIATIVES
Contact Rachel Edwards rachel@gliding.co.uk for marketing, Public Relations and media help.

BGA SAFETY BRIEFINGS
BGA safety briefings provide helpful risk management information for pilots covering hot topics and
presented in an easily absorbed format. https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/safety-briefings

GLIDING AND EASA
Many of EASA’s rules and regulations do not apply to UK gliding. However, the BGA is continuing to
prepare for the full changeover to EASA rules by 2021.
Pilot conversion to EASA licences continues to increase and DTO (Declared Training Organisation)
development is commencing with rules for sailplane towing and the EASA training course
requirements being fully in place in gliding clubs by 2021.
Also being developed are the conversion requirements for BGA inspectors as well as trying to sure
that UK glider pilots can keep flying under UK national pilot-medical requirements.
A draft Commission Implementing Regulation regarding the revision of EU operational rules for
sailplanes, amending Commission Regulation (EU) No 965/2012 was discussed at the EASA
Committee meeting on 24-25 October. As part of the EASA GA Roadmap, with the BGA and CAA
working together, simpler and proportionate rules for sailplanes are being developed to provide, in
one document, all the major rules that sailplane pilots need to know.

AIM HIGHER COURSES
Aim Higher courses are run by either Kevin Atkinson, Aim Higher’s lead coach, or by club coaches
who have been briefed on the training materials and Sailplane & Gliding articles developed by Kevin
and Tony Cronshaw. They were recognised by the RAeC for their glider coaching work and were
jointly awarded RAeC Certificates of Merit this year.
Aim Higher is a wide-ranging and long term project which aims to help clubs to support the
development of all club pilots by meeting their needs. And in doing so, encourages everyone to raise
their sights on what is possible given the necessary skills, knowledge and confidence. Aim Higher
activities include soaring and cross country development weeks facilitated at clubs on request.
Kevin is an experienced as a club soaring and cross-country coach at Cranwell Gliding Club and
Tony is an instructor at Cambridge GC
If you would like to participate in or your club would like to have at their airfield a Aim Higher course
contact Kevin at kratkinson@yahoo.com
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GLIDE BRITAIN
You
can
view
the
existing
Glide
Britain
club
movies
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAsyazUSKdSl3yHjvzH5nag/videos

on

Youtube.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE ALEX WARD MEMORIAL FUND AWARD
The fund has been set up with generous donations from family, friends, gliding club members and
employers, with a view to helping glider pilots under 25 undertake more adventurous gliding and/or
enter competitions which (without aid from the fund) they might not otherwise contemplate.
Alex Ward had been gliding with the Cambridge Gliding Centre, initially as part of the Cadet scheme
and subsequently to a high level of cross country and competition flying. He was sadly killed in a
cycling accident and this memorial fund was set up in his name in 2012.
Applications should be made to the Cambridge Gliding Club before the end of February 2019.
The application should be by letter, submitted electronically, laying out details of flying experience to
date, aims and targets for the coming year(s), and giving information regarding the applicant’s nonflying commitments (eg education and work) for the coming season. Whilst a full financial picture is
not required, an indication by the applicant of the way in which the award will affect their ability to
enhance their gliding will be expected.
For further details contact: CGC: 01767 677077 or email: office@camgliding.uk

LAUNCHPOINT: BGA’S ADOPTED CHARITY
Launchpoint, BGA’s adopted charity, is a registered charity that supports British Gliding providing
opportunities to experience gliding and to facilitate participants at all stages to expand their horizons
in the sport. Applications are open to all.
Launchpoint’s aims are delivered through Caroline Awards and Ted Lys Awards. Caroline Awards
have helped over 400 young people by providing solo or post-solo bursaries. It’s not only young and
disabled people and their clubs that benefit; Caroline Award bursaries have sparked interest and led
to careers in aviation. https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/caroline-trust-application-form/
Experienced glider pilots who wish to develop their gliding skills with a particular course, training or
coaching can make a proposal to the trustees requesting a Ted Lys Award.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/launchpoint/ted-lys-award-application/

COULD YOUR CLUB HOST COMPETITION ENTERPRISE 2020?
The location for Competition Enterprise changes each year and is usually based at gliding sites that
might give access to wave and ridge as well as thermal flying. In 2018 it will be based at Aston
Down, 30th June- 7th July, and in 2019 we will be returning to Sutton Bank, 6-17th July.
For 2020 we need an airfield that can cope with 35-40 gliders, has adequate briefing, launching,
catering and camping facilities and is able to accept us for a week commencing on ether 4 th or 11th
July.
Enterprise brings its own team to help with administration, scoring, etc. whilst the host provides the
other facilities necessary. For further information or an informal discussion contact
andrew@clusky.co.uk or 07970 600787
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BGA’s WOMEN GLIDE COACHING PROJECT
Introduced during 2018 this programme offers coaching to female glider pilots who have their XC
endorsement and was motivated by the publication of the BGA’s revised strategy which states “…
10-20 years from now we should achieve demographic profile of membership converging closely
with that of UK adult population, particularly in respect of age and gender.”
Woman Glide UK, co-ordinated by Liz Sparrow, project runs training camps and provides individual
coaching and aims to encourage woman of all ages to discover gliding.
Email info@womenglide.co.uk or checkout www.womenglide.co.uk
FAI 35TH WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS
HOSIN, CZECH REPUBLIC, 28 JULY 28 – 11 AUGUST 2018
After a last minute change of venue to this hill top Czech GA airfield in this southern region of
Bohemia for the Open, 20m and 18m classes of the 2018 35th World Gliding Championships.
31 pilots took part in the Open; 37 in the 20m and 45 in the 18m. Some stiff competition with multiple
FAI medallists and past and present champions.
Team GB comprised: Andrew Davis, Peter Harvey, Russell Cheetham, Mike Young, Garry
Coppin and Steve Jones.
The weather for practice week was good enabling long flights with average speeds of 130-140km/h,
9000ft cloud bases and high temperatures. Aerotows by a fleet of a mix of turbine and piston
powered Čmeláks gave 2 very different launches – one not unlike a winch the other a long low level
climb. Zlin Čmeláks haven’t been built since 1994 and originally an agricultural aircraft many are
used for glider towing as can easily tow 2 gliders and often transport 4 gliders in tow for cross
country. [For interest a record has been set by a Z 137T in Slovakia for towing nine gliders.]
Competition week saw classes starting in reasonable but deteriorating conditions but every with
usable soaring conditions with the 18m class starting first followed by the 20 and then the Open.
Most days had areas of cloud overdevelopment and rain showers producing some superb lifts.

Steve Jones and Garry Coppin taking the Silver medals

Sadly there were increasing incidences of collisions with one serious, but luckily neither pilot injured,
even though many were FLARM equipped.
Open Championship: Peter Harvey (5th) and Andy Davis (8th)
20m Championship:

Steve Jones and Garry Coppin (2nd)

18m Championship:

Russell Cheetham (13th) and Mike Young (19th)
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INTER CLUB LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 2018
Congratulations to the winning team Bicester GC team who beat the Bristol and Gloucester GC
team into second place.
PUNDIT CHAMPION 2018:
INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION 2018:
NOVICE CHAMPION 2018:

Andy Davis
Oliver Wheeler
Alex Fordham

If you want to get involved during 2019 please talk to your Inter Club League club captain.
Full results: https://www.soaringspot.com/en_gb/icl-final-2018/

BRITISH GLIDER AEROBATIC CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
See the British Aerobatics section in this Newsletter for a report on the British Sports and
Intermediate Aerobatic Championships 2018.

Further details of the Nationals and other competitions held in 2018 and planned for 2019 see the
Competitions page of the BGA web site at https://members.gliding.co.uk/competitions
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http://www.bhpa.co.uk
From its head office in Leicester the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association
(BHPA) supports a country-wide network of recreational clubs and registered schools, and
provides the infrastructure within which hang gliding and paragliding in the United Kingdom
(UK) thrive.
For the uninitiated hang and para gliding includes unpowered hang gliders (self-launched
from hills or from winches or by being towed aloft behind a microlight aircraft); powered hang
gliders using a specially designed hang glider harness fitted with lightweight 2-stroke engine;
paragliders too can be unpowered wings and launched from hills or winches or launched by
a small motor driving a propeller worn like a backpack under a the wing (paramotor or
powered paraglider - PPG). There is also human powered flying, taking off from level ground
and flying specially constructed ultra-light weight aircraft.

NEWS
2019 BPHA AGM
The BPHA AGM will take place on 2nd March 2019 at Nottingham’s Belfy Hotel.
Applications have closed for Executive Committee nominations but
topics for discussion at the Member Forum, held directly after the AGM, should be sent to
Chairman Marc Asquith marc-asquith@bhpa.co.uk to arrive no later than 1st February
2019 and nominations for BPHA Awards of Merit to acknowledge conspicuous service to
a club or clubs, competitions or for free flying in general should be sent to arrive by
December 31st 2018.

NEW BHPA AIRSPACE LIAISON OFFICER
A former military Apache pilot and instructor has taken over the role of Airspace Liaison
Officer. Andy McDonald not only is a current commercial rotary pilot and instructor he also
hold a paragliding instructor and tandem rating, a PPL(A) and is Chief Coach of the Army’s
Paragliding Team. He will be an excellent port of call for your airspace queries and issues.
Contact Andy at andy-macdonald@bhpa.co.uk

PILOT DEVELOPMENT
Have you checked off your flying experience on your online Experience Profile recently? If
you do you can use I to accurately check your currency. Each flying skill has a limited time
frame and this coloured visual reminder will be invaluable to keep to current easily…. if you
remember to confirm that you have completed and mastered the skills.

65

PUT YOUR CLUB ON THE MAP

Ensure your club or school is marked on the BPHA website map please make sure your
club’s lat and long (up to 6 decimal places) is forwarded to the BPHA’s Stephanie Blankley
to avoid not being able to locate accurate training areas and importantly to publicise
your club for potential members. Send to Stephanie at Stephanie-blankley@bhpa.co.uk

RESTRICTED AIRSPACE OVER HIGHGROVE HOUSE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE
The CAA has modified R105 to restrict ALL aircraft, including hang and para gliders.
Radius is now 1.5nm up to 2000ft

INNES POWELL
With great sadness we report that during the British Paragliding Championships 2018 British
Team competitor Innes Powell and Ukranian free-flyer Igor Volov, died after colliding above
take-off during the task window before the start of the last task of the day.

66

Innes was a well-known instructor, who apart from having decades of experience in
competitive flying, has been hailed as a hero when risking his life to save another paraglider
when she crashed into a cliff ledge and which was retold in an episode of the 2008
Discovery Channel series “True Heroes”.
Our sincerest condolences go to their families and friends

RULES OF THE AIR
The Rules of the Air 2015 set out low flying rules, as well as many other rules and
regulations, in accordance with EU Regulation (EU) 923/2012 on the standardised European
Rules of the Air. Generally, so long as the Rules are being observed, aircraft are protected
from action in respect of trespass or nuisance. Maximum penalties for a breach of the Rules
vary depending on the offence from a £2,500 fine to two years’ imprisonment.
No CAA licence is required to fly a paramotor but you still have to know and obey the rules
and regulations http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/840/pdfs/uksi_20150840_en.pdf
applying to UK Airspace as Wiltshire paramotor pilot Timothy Dunham has recently found
out. Flying too low over Stonehenge and a nearby camp site he has incurred the wrath of the
law and been fined £460.

Flyability
The
BHPA
has
a
disability
initiative
called
Flyability
http://www.bhpa.co.uk/sport/bhpa/flyability/ and the Flyability pilot scholarship scheme
recognises that people with disabilities often have lower incomes and higher living costs
compared to the rest of society. Flyability can contribute up to £375 towards a would-be
pilot's ab-initio training costs and a similar sum towards Club Pilot training. Where possible,
a student with disabilities will train at a BHPA registered school alongside able-bodied
student pilots.

To apply for a Pilot Scholarship contact the BHPA school of your choice and complete the
first part of the application, available from the Flyability website.
67

When completed contact Flyability and tell them why you simply must fly! Entries (in addition
to the form) can be on paper, audio, videotape, etc. Flyability Scholarships are open to UK
residents only.
If you could benefit from Flyability's work, email them at contact@flyability.org.uk or contact
George Ransome at george@flyability.org.uk
CAN YOU HELP?
On October 11th the Cloudbase Foundation launched an appeal, led by Brett Janaway, to
raise $60,000. Seven pilots lost their lives and several more were seriously injured and
deeply traumatized when Indonesia suffered a devastating earthquake and tsunami that
devastated Palu on 28 September 2018. This project is to support the deceased’s families
and the surviving pilots recover. Ozone quickly responded immediately donating $15,000
and a minimum of $7500 from the fund will be reserved to help the wider local community.
$28,199 has been raised so far from 173 donations.
The Cloudbase Foundation assists free fliers to engage with their local community and
accomplish altruistic goals though one-off events and longer term missions. By means of
projects and grants, pilots integrate into communities in which they fly to develop strong
relationships and stay connected to local needs. Pilots and supporters donate resources,
time and talent to impact the communities in which they fly.
For more information, and details of how to support the Earthquake Support Fund, please
visit The Cloudbase Foundation website.
https://www.thecloudbasefoundation.org/campaign/indonesia-earthquake-support?designmode=TILE

JENNIE BURDETT
In 1980 Jennie began work as the Association’s sole secretary, based in a tiny office below a
massage parlour. But at the end of September she finally put aside her pencils, shorthand
pad, keyboard, phone, database and extensive knowledge of how the Association works to
enjoy retirement. Her leaving was marked by an informal lunch attended by BHPA staffers
Michelle Lanman, April Lane and Ian Currer; Chairman Marc Asquith and Andrew Wakelin
who first spotted her talents 38 years ago!

Throughout the years she has kept abreast of every development and ran the administration
of this rapidly-growing organisation smoothly. Always on top of things, often working in the
evening and at weekends, Jennie was able to keep the show on the road through thick and
thin.
Her quiet competence will be sorely missed by all.
68

JOIN THE BHPA ACCURACY PANEL-TEAM
On the 6th Jan 2019 is the next BHPA Accuracy panel meeting for BHPA members. This
General Meeting is for all the Accuracy UK community, held at the BHPA Office in Leicester
and the Accuracy Panel-Team would love to see as many of you there as possible. We have
new BHPA clubs starting to come forward and they need loads of help.
Next year is really looking very exciting with training trips in Europe and other countries for
both classic and Paraglider Accuracy training and development. The British Team will
hopefully be on their way to the World Championships in Serbia in May and need some
serious training opportunities. The 'British Accuracy Academy' will be out training, last
weekend of every month during 2019 and following the Green Dragons - Thermal Chasers
concept-routine 'travel to where the weather and best facilities are/is available, each and
every weekend.
Paraglider FAI Civl competitions are now huge, raft landing competitions, towing Accuracy
trainer systems, the BHPA Classic and Paraglider National dates are now out and much
much more, and we need help, your help.
We do have lots of people helping in these areas, but we are actively looking for people to
help in both leadership and working groups to continue the work needed to keep our sport
developing and up to date with the rest of the World. Can you help?
Contact: Andy Shaw BHPA Acc Panel Development officer at fly@greendragons.co.uk

Due to the political situation between Serbia and Kosovo and re International Olympic
Committee policy concerning the participation of sporting delegations and athletes in
international sports events (principle of autonomy and non-discrimination), the 10th FAI
World Paragliding Accuracy Championships in Vršac, Serbia (15 – 25 May 2019) is
suspended, not cancelled, to assess the difficult political and sportive situation in
coordination with FAI Head Office and Executive Board. This is hoped to be resolved in the
New Year. See https://www.fai.org/page/civl-news

TALKS FOR CLUBS
BHPA CLUB NIGHT PRESENTATION’S
The BHPA has long been able to visit clubs with a presentation designed to explain to
members how the Association works, what it can do, what it can't and where your
membership money goes.
The informal talk with Powerpoints explains who is on Exec and the FSC; what those
bodies are about; who the various BHPA staff members are and what they do. It also
covers the problems currently facing the sport and the Association's successes.
Delivered by a locally-based member of the BHPA Executive this talk is superb for a winter
club night. Several clubs have already availed themselves of this opportunity and if you
think your club could benefit from learning a little more about how the Association supports
its members, email marc-asquith@bhpa.co.uk

BHPA COACHING COURSES
Jan 12-13 and Feb 2-3: for venue details contact Stepanie Blankley stephanieblakley@bpha.co.uk
March 9-10 at Manx HG & PG Club: contact coaching@manxparacgliders.com
69

HANG GLIDING’S 55TH ANNIVERSARY
Hard to believe that the first successful hang-glider flight was 55 years ago.

Australian inventor John Dickenson designed a Ski-Plane with leading edges, keel, crossboom, a triangular A-frame in aluminium tube and the control by means of weight shift via a
pendular harness. It formed the template from which pretty much all subsequent hang
gliders are descended and importantly it also was able to be folded down and transported on
top of a car.
John was awarded an FAI Diploma in 2007 and the FAI Gold Medal in 2012.

NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION RESULTS
THE NORTHERN CHALLENGE TROPHY 2018
1st: Geoff Crossley

2nd: John Westall

3rd: Harvey ??

The Northern Challenge Trophy is an extended competition offering a fresh approach to
accommodating the British weather and pilot availability through a series of standing,
focused tasks. It provides maximum convenience and flexibility for pilots wishing to be
involved and in part is a response to the difficulty of getting enough pilots and the weather
to coalesce around fixed date events.
The NCT runs from 1st March - 30th September it offers up a series of 12 main tasks plus a
subsidiary pair of Hike and Fly tasks running as separate events. The main tasks are limited
to full members of the six northern clubs whilst the Hike and Fly is open to all BHPA
members.
For those not of a competitive bent then tasks can be viewed as useful pilot development
challenges with the emphasis on instrument and navigation use, decision making and
exploring what's possible (pushing your own envelope).
A growing prize fund is being supported by the clubs and by personal donations.
For details of the NEW tasks and information for 2019 available in the New Year
https://www.xcflight.com/northern-challenge-trophy-2018/
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47th CLASSIC ACCURACY NATIONALS AND UK GRAND PRIX
25-27 August 2018 South Cerney, Gloucester
Albeit it a slightly smaller field, as dates clashed with the Parachuting Accuracy World
Championships, it was a very successful competition.
Simon Sykes took the Bronze in the Individual placings with John Lawrence a close 4th;
Andrew Webster 6th; Andy Shaw 8th and Charlie Grantham 10th.
In the Team placings Scout Rebels A (UK National Team Champions) took Silver, Bronze
went to BAA 2 and 4th (BAA 1), 5th (JAG) places. Well done all!
Best Paraglider pilot: Simon Skyes Jnr

FAI ACRO WORLD TOUR
Huge crowds gathered along the shore of Lake Molveno, Italy to witness the incredible acro
stunts performed by the elite paragliders battling in the skies to win the second stage of the
Acro World Tour 2018. BAPA team pilot Jack Pimblett finished 11th against the world's
best acro pilots at Italy's King of Brenta event at Molveno, Round 2 of the FAI Acro World
Tour. This is a huge achievement for British paragliding as have traditionally only competed
on the world stage in XC and accuracy. The standard of competition was very high, despite
challenging weather conditions with wind and rain threatening but failing to halt
proceedings.
A total of 31 pilots from 13 nations took part in the competition. At 19 Jack is the UK's
foremost acro pilot. He began to fly with his father at the age of 3, flew solo at 15.

He increased his position for the final event of the tour in Switzerland and finished 10th in
the world. Congratulations Jack
BRITISH
OPEN CHAMIONSHIPS:
SPORTS:
REYNOLDS:
WOMENS:
Casanova

PARAGLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
1st: Theo Warden
2nd: Guy Anderson
3rd: Russell Ogden
st
nd
1 : Mike Miller
2 : Richard Bungay 3rd: Ken Wilkinson
1st:Jake Herbert
2nd: Antonio Burlan 3rd: Jess Cox
1st: Kirsty Cameron 2nd: Jess Cox
3rd:
Emma

71

Full results are available at https://airtribune.com/british-championships-2018/results

BRTISH OPEN AND NATIONAL PARAMOTOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
The new format for this year's championship held at Worleston, midway between the hills of
Wales and the Peak District, was more Cross Country orientated with less time briefing and
more time flying and presented a significant shift in the entire PPG Competition philosophy.
The organisers wanted to offer pilots the opportunity to maximise what they enjoy doing the
most, by enabling as much flying time as possible, navigating over a wide area of terrain,
supported by an organisational structure to assist with retrieves, refuelling points etc, and
with an absolute minimum of rules, restrictions, and lengthy briefings. A championship to be
perceived as an enjoyable fly-in type event, a gathering of friends to fly together on their own
terms, as opposed to a high-intensity and intimidating competition environment.
However, it was still a National Championship and had a rule structure clearly enough
defined to remove any scoring ambiguities and was sufficiently challenging for the team
pilots who wanted to push their skill level and to represent the UK at international
championships.
The competition area covered over 100klm, from Llangollen (Wales) to Ashbourne
(Derbyshire) and utilised maps in two scales 1:66km and 1:100km. There were 122
turnpoints, 10 precision navigation routes and of course spot landings.
Social evenings after the day’s flying brought together pilots, marshalls and supporters- an
opportunity to catch up and also make new friends.
BRITISH OPEN PARAMOTOR CHAMPIONSHIP 2018
1st: Paul Martin
2nd: Danny Kettle
3rd: Jack Yu (USA guest pilot)

BRITISH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 2018
1st: Paul Martin
2nd: Danny Kettle
3rd: Marcin minski
Full results are available at www.ppgcomps.co.uk/index.php

BRITISH HANG GLIDING NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 2018 and
CHABRE OPEN
Laragne, France
The UK Nationals are open only to UK pilots, who must be rated Advanced Pilot. The
Chabre Open is open to pilots of any nationality, with a rating equivalent to Pilot with the
Sport Class open to any pilot with a rating equivalent to Pilot. The competition was flown
from the world famous Chabre ridge, which provided excellent opportunities for cross
country flying both for experienced and fledgling pilots.
The four flyable days were consecutive with two days canned at the end of the competition
because of high winds leaving an opportunity for some family holiday time, some free flying,
a lot of climbing and made for a rewarding and enjoyable week. The rain even held off for
party night on Thursday as well!
Each day pilots launched from a different site ranging from Saint André-les-Alpes, through
Aspres and from North Chabre. Pilot Darren Brown was featured on French Television, FR3,
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as he launched off singing “I’m So Excited!” and landed still singing… all publicity is good
publicity!

SPORTS CLASS: 1. Julian Todd

2. Nestor London

3. John Cheale

L-R: Nestor London, Julian Todd, John Cheale

CLASS 1: Grant Crossingham
154, 2,632
CLASS 5: 1: Paul Harvey

2: Ollie Chitty 3: Darren Brown, GB, Wills Wing T2C-

2: Tim King

3. Ricardo Marques da Costa

21 ST FAI WORLD HANG GLIDING CLASS 1 CHAMPIONSHIPS

FAI medals awaiting their recipients

Team GB: Grant J Crossingham (20th); Gordon Rigg (35th), Dave Matthews (37th), Ollie
Chitty (39th) Andrew Hollidge (41st), Malcolm Brown (47th), Steven Blackler (49th) and Richard
Lovelace (92nd). 131 pilots took part.
Team GB came 10th
6th EUROPEAN PARAGLIDING ACCURACY CHAMPIONSHIPS
Overall the competition was very exciting until the very end with 126 pilots taking part.
Team GB comprised: Simon Skyes, Katie Lawrence, Mark Bignell, David Mercer, Andrew
Webster, William John Lawrence, Andrew Shaw and Charles Grantham.
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Team UK came 6th in Europeans with top Brit Simon Skyes 19th and Katie Lawrence 3rd in
the Womens. Congratulations to David Mercer and Charles Grantham for outstanding
development in a light and variable 11 Round competition with very difficult conditions to
read. Every round was a fight and placings changed all the time.

PARAGLIDING ACCURACY WORLD CUP (PGAWC)
Sirkot, Napal was the penultimate 2018 venue and Team GB comprised Andy Shaw,
Andrew Webster and Charles Grantham amongst 271 pilots. Perfect conditions allowed the
6 rounds in to be completed over the two days with pilots from 12 different countries taking
part.

FORTHCOMING COMPETITIONS & EVENTS
PARAGLIDING ACCURACY WORLD CUP: 14-16 December 2018 Albania.
So far Team GB comprises: Andrew Webster - UP Ascent 3; Charles Grantham - UP Ascent
4 and Andy Shaw - UP Ascent 3
Cat 2 FORBES HANG GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS: 27-28 December 2018: For details see
www.forbesflatlands.com
THE BRITISH OPEN COMPETITIONS 2019 will comprise of a Winter Open in January 2019
(Roldanillo, Colombia from Saturday 26th January 2019 to 2nd February 2019) and a British
Championship Open during the summer. The venue and dates of the BCO have yet to be
finalised, but the competition will be in held in Europe, likely in Spain, in June. exact
venue/dates will be announced as soon as possible.
See http://pgcomps.org.uk/?page_id=27
For
more
information
about
BHPA
competitions
and
http://www.bhpa.co.uk/sport/events/index.php?category=competitions_and_events

events:
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http://www.hcgb.co.uk
The HCGB membership represents almost all of the private helicopter owners and pilots in
the UK and actively encourages social flying and many members regularly participate in the
organised events as well as organising an annual calendar of events ranging from lunch flyins, cross channel weekends, visits to military establishments and breweries and covering
just about anything you can think of doing.

NEWS
My thanks to Brenda Nicoll for this report about RAeC and HCGB Chairman David Monks
and Flt Lt Russell “Rusty” Waughman AFC, DFC, Legion D’Honneur, (RAF rtd) and their
recent flight from Wellesbourne Mountford Aerodrome to Hasselt in Belgium, an FAI world
record attempt for speed over a recognised course.
All three records have now been ratified by FAI and to mark the fact that at 95 years of age,
war veteran Rusty is still flying and they both flew over to Coningsby where the outgoing OC
of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Sqd Ldr Andy "Milli" Millkin presented David and
Rusty with their certificates in front of the BBMFs Lancaster at RAF Coningsby.

L-R: Sqd Ldr Andy "Milli" Millkin, “Rusty” and David (photo: SAC Mayfield, RAF Coningsby.)

The flight to Hasselt, Belgium was chosen as during the Second World War as it was to
become a kind of wartime tale that comic books are made of. Under the instruction and brief
of Battle Order 510 the mission was "on".
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Rusty had flown a Lancaster from Squadron 101's base in Ludford Magna to Hasselt, the
target being the marshalling yards. En route to the target at 12,000 feet with a full payload of
bombs on board, there was a midair collision between two Lancaster’s over enemy territory.
Despite his Lancaster being extensively damaged, Rusty carried on to target dropped his
payload before heading back to Ludford Magna.
The Lancaster was extensively damaged and there was a strong possibility that the aircraft
could fall apart and Rusty offered the crew the option of parachuting in to base but they all
declined, even the gunners refused to go up front as the tail was threatening to detach from
the aircraft.
With the impending landing back at base, the extent of the damage was now investigated.
There was a large hole in the fuselage; the bomb bays had sustained damage as had the
tail-plane. As they approached Ludford Magna the landing gear was dropped and the
damage was assessed by the light of an aldis lamp. It was evident the starboard wheel had
been considerably damaged, there was no way of knowing if any damage had been done to
the port wheel but it was very evident the landing would be challenging. As the crew had
already decided they didn't fancy bailing out, the landing would be carried out with full crew
on board with all assuming the crash position as Rusty attempted the landing.
Initially, he landed on one wheel allowing the starboard wheel to touch as speed was
decreasing. The starboard tyre had been ripped and the aircraft unceremoniously slewed off
the runway and came to an ungainly, lopsided attitude very close to the control tower,
somehow he had landed without injury to his crew, the only reported injury was to a WAAF
who at the sight of the stricken aircraft coming into land damaged a step back and damaged
her ankle.
The same couldn’t be said for the aircraft. The full assessment made after landing concluded
the propellers of the other aircraft, confirmed to be a Lancaster, had cut through the both
inboard engine nacelles which housed the wheels; their mid-upper turret had cut through the
fuselage leaving a large hole by the bomb doors.
It was found the two main longerons were virtually holding the aircraft together and they
were very badly cracked near the rear end of the aircraft, had any evasive action been taken
to avoid the second Lancaster, the result would have been catastrophic failure causing the
aircraft to break up. The bomber aimer who was lying in front with his bomb site on the nose
saw the other aircrafts propellers cut through the floor six inches behind his feet, the wireless
operator reported seeing the other aircraft fall away with most of their cockpit canopy
missing. The aircraft was rebuilt and returned to service but met its demise in a raid in Foret
de Cerisy on June 8th of the same year.
Rusty narrowly missed being awarded a bravery medal but had a coveted “Green
Endorsement” entered in to his log book by Group Captain King the wording was "The pilot,
by his flying skill and good airmanship, succeeded in landing his aircraft after collision on an
operational flight, with a flat tyre, without causing any further damage, or collapse of the
undercarriage." He was mentioned in his dispatches. The collision took place almost 74
years to the day when the record attempt was undertaken.
[Ed. Interestingly at Project Propeller 2018 Rusty met up with his old RAF gunner instructor
Joe Stanley. They hadn’t met since WW2 gunner training.]
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Joe Stanley (left) catching up with Rusty

HELICOPTER MUSEUM IN WESTON SUPER MARE
http://www.helicoptermuseum.co.uk

The museum is open Wednesday through to Sunday plus all Bank Holidays, November to
March 10.00am to 4.30pm and April to October 10.00am to 5.30pm. Closed 24th, 25 th & 26th
December and News Years Day.
See over 100 helicopters in the collection, alone side 50 different engine variants, with the
ones on display to the public being housed in the main display building.
A number of conservation projects are currently in progress including the Bristol Belvedere,
with new projects being planned all the time. They are always looking for new volunteers and
if you feel that you could play a part in a conservation team then get in touch.
Helicopters are welcome to fly into the Museum's 1 acre grass Helipad. Please contact the
museum to advise arrival time Tel. 01934-635227
THE ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY’S ROTORCRAFT GROUP
Did you know the RAeS Rotorcraft Group serves as the focus within the RAeS for all matters
related to helicopters and other rotary wing aircraft and is a multi-disciplinary group with
broad interests, including research and development of new technology, manufacture,
operations (both military and civil) and regulation.
The Rotorcraft Group also organises one major conference each year and two annual
named lectures to commemorate the contributions made by Juan de la Cierva and Alan
Bristow to the art, science and operation of rotorcraft. https://www.aerosociety.com/getinvolved/specialist-groups/engineering-design/rotorcraft/
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http://www.bmaa.org
The British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) looks after the interests of microlight pilots
and enthusiasts in the UK. It is an organisation approved by the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) and aims to further the sport of microlight aviation, keep flying costs down to a
minimum for its members and to represent them in national and international matters relating
to microlight sport aviation.

NEWS
BMAA TO ISSUE AIRCRAFT PERMIT TO FLY AND MICROLIGHT
PILOT LICENCES
Following meetings with the CAA last October actions are being taken to allow the BMAA to
issue the Permit to Fly for new aircraft, saving a possible delay of up to 10 days during which
the owner cannot fly the aircraft, and for the BMAA to issue new microlight pilot licenses,
saving a possible delay and during which the applicant can only fly with an instructor’s
authorisation.
Both of these changes are planned to come into force on 1 May 2019.

INSTRUCTOR SEMINAR 2019
The annual BMAA instructor seminar will be held at The Crown and Cushion, Chipping
Norton on Tuesday 12th February 2019 from 09.00-17.00.
£20 for BMAA Members

£40 for Non-members

Booking Forms and payment must be received by the BMAA office no later than 2nd
February 2019.
Post to: The BMAA, The Bullring, Deddington, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX15 0TT

BMAA COURSES
The BMAA produces a series of pilot courses during the year designed to benefit the wider
aviation community and cover a wide range of topics, delivered by experts at various
locations and offered to BMAA members at a discounted rates.
See https://www.bmaacourses.co.uk/

NEW BMAA SOCIAL MEIA FACEBOOK GROUP
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMAA1 is for current BMAA members to share thoughts
and ideas with each other and the BMAA office staff. Members can also ask questions or
ask for advice.

THE BMAA 'YOUNG PERSON'S FLYING BURSARY'
Funding each year is awarded to selected candidates between the ages of 15 and 20 on the
date of the award. In order to qualify they must show some history of an interest in
microlighting and will be selected by an appointed panel. There will be some additional flying
and ground based assessments to ensure we get exactly the right people."
Applications close on 31 March 2019
https://www.bmaa.org/try-micr…/young-person-s-flying-bursary

NOMINATIONS FOR BMAA AWARDS
Nominations for BMAA Awards close on 31st December 2018. There are a variety of
awards to recognise someone in your flying club who has gone above and beyond the call of
duty; for an outstanding microlight achievement; for getting things done [now that’s a good
idea] and even a specific award for a female BMAA member.
BMAA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS TROPHIES
•JOHN HOLLOWAY TROPHY Awarded to the best organised Nationals Round
•Class A (Solo)

•Class B (Dual)

•Novice Shield

•PARAMOTOR CHAMPION
THE BMAA MEDAL: "In recognition of long and distinguished service to microlighting".
THE CHAIRMAN’S TROPHY: "For outstanding and heroic personal achievement".
STEVE HUNT MEMORIAL TROPHY: Awarded for outstanding Microlight Achievement.
BRIAN COSGROVE AWARD: Awarded to the sports unsung Hero or Heroine.
KEITH NEGAL TROPHY: Awarded "For getting things done".
THE PATRICIA ANNE TROPHY: Awarded to any lady member who has distinguished
herself either flying or working for microlighting.
BMAA ENGINEERING TROPHY: Awarded by the BMAA Technical Office for the best nonprofessional design submission.
BMAA PHOTOGRAPHIC TROPHY: Awarded to the year's best photograph in the Microlight
Flying photo competition.

BMAA MEMBERSHIP
Single and Family membership options are available for 12 or 36 months in the UK or
outside the UK.
Student membership discount is available for microlight flying students when their
application is supported by their flying instructor.
79

Young persons' membership discount is available for members who are aged between 14
and 21 years on the date of application.
For more details see https://www.bmaa.org/the-bmaa/membership-join-or-renew
Amanda Lord is coordinating and overseeing three membership work streams:- addressing
flying schools concerns and aiming to provide them with better support; improving digital
communications to attract more people to fly microlights and for the social benefit of
members and to improve communications and transparency about the work and governance
of the BMAA, it’s Council and staff to the members
With two decades of working within the microlight industry her and in Europe and vast
experience and knowledge of marketing Amanda is ideally qualified. She can be contacted
at amanda@bmaa.org

GDPR
Members need to opt in to continue receiving hard copy 3MF and information from BMAA
HQ. Follow the link on the BMAA website… go to My Account…. and opt it.

AIRWORTHINESS ACTIVITIES
The BMAA will be strictly enforcing its policy to undertake airworthiness activities for paid up
current BMAA members only as from 1st January 2019. This means that for syndicated
aircraft ALL its owners will need to be BMAA members, not just the lead member of the
group, in order to use technical services such as Permit to Fly revalidations.
All applications for BMAA technical services will need to be accompanied not only by the
correct fee but a full list of the owners, ie a copy of the registration grid submitted to the
CAA.

THE BMAA HORIZONS PROJECT
Derek Lamb has agreed to be responsible for the Horizon Project, which is a build-a-plane
scheme for schools, after BMAA Vice-Chairman Andy Aiken resigned to concentrate on new
business ventures.

The Project provides a school with a comprehensive kit of parts to build a two seat microlight
aircraft. On completion the aircraft is test flown by a fully qualified Test Pilot. After the test
flight the aircraft will be sold to provide funds for another New Horizons build-a- plane
project.
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The latest build-a-plane project is being built by 29F Rugby Squadron Air Cadets, a
SkyRanger Swift. This is the third microlight aircraft build sponsored by the BMAA. So far the
fuselage is assembled,

and the cadets are making sure all the fastenings have "Nyloc" nuts, secured with Loctite so
nearly ready for the re-inspection.
You can follow the build on the 29F Rugby Squadron Air Cadets Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/29F-Rugby-Sqn-Air-Cadets-Build-a-Plane-Project179347652770909/?__tn__=HHH-R
The BMAA appoints an experienced builder, as a mentor, who can also help with the more
complex parts of the build, but the main construction will be completed by the students.
For more information: https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/new-horizons
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NEW AVIATION CHARITY Get High Volare! NEEDS YOUR HELP
Aviation charity “Get High Volare!” (registered charity number: 1179224) admin team, which
includes Search & Rescue Wessex pilot Sally Cox (also the RAF’s first female fast jet pilot),
BMAA member Tim Wiltshire and Alex Paterson of Afors, aims to act as a resource for young
people by providing advice and assistance and sustainable aviation, adventure and science
related activities as a means.
My thanks to Tim Wiltshire for the following information
If you have been following the aviation press at grassroots level you may have heard tell of a
new and exciting Aviation Charity called “Get High...Volare!”, that has been set up to provide
flying opportunities for young people from 8 – 18 years old. What you may not be aware of is
the sheer scale of its ambition and the drive to achieve that underpins their success.
The Charity, has been set up by long time aviator Tim Wiltshire, Sally Dearman-Cummings
(the RAF's first female fast jet pilot, and Search & Rescue Helicopter pilot), and glider pilot,
systems analysis and automation consultant Julian Snape.

“Given that most aviation Charities for young people tend to fall by the wayside as the initial
excitement and funding dries up, when we set ours up, we had a completely different objective
– to make it sustainable”, said Tim.
“Our immediate objective is to secure firm foundations, in the form of airfields to operate from,
so that these airfields are preserved for posterity – and there are many airfields under threat.
so every brick we lay will be “Get High...Volare!” 's brick, not using Public Funds to improve
a private asset”.
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Sally Cox in “working” kit

“Our goal is to make Richard Bach's “School for Perfection” become a reality, taking children
from 8 – 18 from all backgrounds through the whole experience from paper darts to
preparation for induction with the airlines, whilst at the same time putting measures in place to
genuinely ensure full diversity and inclusivity” with the relevant safeguarding measures, and
most of all, to achieve this Nationwide!”.
Our recent appeal for Hangar Queens to refurbish has been immensely successful, largely
because everybody “gets it” about who we are and what we are actually trying to achieve, and
this has led to acts of incredible generosity (plaudits to one keen donor, Dirk Eichhorn, who
flew his Shadow right across the country on a filthy day, just to donate it to the cause!).

What we now seek is a Patron to help guide us through our formative years, and to this end,
we seek a worthy individual of high standing within the establishment, who also has a
background in Aviation and a genuine interest in the future development of young people, who
can assist in raising our profile, to enable us to achieve our ambitious objectives.
We also seek a President, to bring the acumen from business, to give guidance to our
financial team in the minefield that is the Aviation and Corporate world. This person would
ideally have an Aviation background, and ideally be a self-improver, to demonstrate to our
participants that it is “who you are”, not “where you came from” that truly matters.
As our goal is Nationwide coverage (yes really!), Orkneys to Jersey, encompassing
everywhere, from a rural farm in the Highlands, to a Tower Block in Croydon, we are also
seeking to recruit motivated volunteers to set up “Get High...Volare!” groups all around the
country, which to a large extent will resemble Scout or Cadet groups, but with much more
83

emphasis on STEAM outcomes, social interaction, adventure and physical and mental
wellbeing (plus, a massive boost for youth Crime Divergence programmes).

For anybody that has become disillusioned with the hierarchy and prescriptive formula of many
existing youth organisations, the devolved, and largely self-reliant nature of a “Get
High...Volare!” group, is exactly what you have been looking for. If you feel this is for you, we
would love to hear from you.
In addition, assistance from any people with expertise to offer, movers and shakers,
professional pilots and marketing people, or just people who want to pitch in, are all warmly
welcomed.
Our initial goal is to get our first airfield under our belt that will provide a maintenance/ projects
base to enable us to deliver our flying opportunities throughout the country, This will also give
the Charity the long term sustainability it needs as it will always have this base to operate
from. From small acorns great oaks do grow...

There are also a great many MOD airfields earmarked for disposal that need to retain an
aviation element. This one is a no-brainer. Don't sell them off to the corporates and developers
en-bloc and making swathes of land unavailable for the public good, unused and waiting for
planning laws to relent so that they can eventually be built on and become yet more corporate
gain.
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Instead, maximise the potential return on these resources for our communities and carve off
suitably sized chunks (the North West corner of RAF Molesworth springs to mind as an
example). If the MOD would donate them to us and we will operate these as airfields in
perpetuity, at NO cost to the government, whilst providing excellent facilities for local pilots at
realistic cost, and provide sustainable facilities for the development of young people all over
the country for generations to come. The payback to society, both locally, and nationally,
would be enormous, very far reaching, and forever.
With regards to ongoing funding, in addition to the funding we have raised ourselves and will
continue to raise. Examples of the kind of funding we have so far identified include of course
Lottery Funding, donations from interested institutions, well-wishers, benefactors of high net
worth, legacies from Aviation enthusiasts or those who have benefited from Aviation, and
supportive businesses whether or not they are directly connected with Aviation, sponsorships
(we have a fleet of aircraft we can livery to your requirements), plus donations in kind
(services, aircraft and assistance with construction projects), Publicity and PR. We have a full
sponsorship pack available for companies wishing to work with us to enhance their Public
image. - The list goes on...

[Ed.: They will shortly be launching a funding bid to enable them to buy an airfield and will be
offering FULL MARKET VALUE for a suitable airfield. The charity already has a Total Giving
facility at https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/charity/get-high-volare and 100% of any monetary
donations raised are transferred directly to the charity. The airfield does not need to be perfect
as they can put our own buildings up and even dig their own sewers. It needs to be a smallish
airfield, which ideally outside controlled airspace, and has potential.]
All any of this requires is the vision and the will. We already have the vision and the ambition;
all we need are the tools to build it with. Just put them in our hands and watch this brave new
world unfold. So come on folks, this is the season where magic really happens. We can all buy
into this, we have all dreamed of this, so now let's pull together and drive it forward!
We have got a lot of good people here, and we have already taken the first steps.
Please come on board and bring all the support you are in a position to offer and “Get
High...Volare!” will become a national treasure.
For any further information, please email Tim at rincewindsluggage@hotmail.co.uk

MICROLIGHT TRADE FAIR 2019
Will be held at Popham Airfield on the 4th and 5th of May 2019. The show is an opportunity to
see the latest developments in the Microlight Industry as well as providing an opportunity for
those new to the industry to learn more about flying. Visitors will get the opportunity to get up
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close to aircraft and even have the opportunity to fly a simulator. The show attracts over 40
exhibitors and 3,000 visitors each year and welcomes visitors and exhibitors who wish to fly- in
or those that wish to drive.
The Trade Fair opens at 10am and closes at 5pm each day.
Tickets: Adult: £7.00

OAP: £5.00

Children (4-16): £5.00

Under 4’s:Free

Disabled as per adult or child prices. One carer is admitted free of charge.
Dogs are welcome but they MUST be kept on leads at all times.

MICROLIGHT FLY-INS AND EVENTS
For details of microlight fly-ins and events https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/events
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https://bmfa.org
The British Model Flying Association (BMFA) is the body elected by the Royal Aero Club to be
responsible for all aspects of flying model aircraft in the UK.
With over 850 clubs and approximately 36,000 members the whole of the UK is administered
from the Head Office. Locally there are 14 "Area" committees which meet periodically and are
attended by club delegates who can, through various channels open to the "Areas", propose
changes or additions to the running of the sport which are then voted upon at Council meetings
held at the Head Office. If passed, the changes will be incorporated in the guidelines produced by
the organisation and published in the "BMFA Handbook".

NEWS
NEW MEMBERSHIP PORTAL NOW LIVE at https://bmfa.azolve.com
As a not-for-profit company the BMFA’s aim has always been to keep the cost of membership as
low as possible whilst fulfilling their financial obligations and ensuring that they do not incur a loss
at the end of year.
Fees for 2019 (1.1.2019 - 31.12.2019) are:Senior - £38

Junior - £17

Family Senior - £38

Family Partner - £25 Family Junior - £13

When you join the BMFA you are taking part in the development of model flying in the United
Kingdom. You become part of the National Governing Body dedicated to the promotion and
protection of the sport of model flying at all levels.
You are welcome to join the BMFA either as a member of an affiliated club, or as an individual.
This online system at https://bmfa.azolve.com lets you :- Renew your membership online
- Maintain your own member profile
- Associate yourself to an affiliated club
- Pay online via credit/debit card or by bank transfer/direct debit
- Book onto events, workshops and courses
- Maintain your qualifications and achievements
- Provide your membership documents and achievement certificates electronically
If you are an existing member or lapsed within 7 years just enter your email address as your user
name and click Forgot Password. If the system does not recognise you this will be because your
record either doesn't have an email address or the email address on your record is not current. In
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this case email membership@bmfa.org and they will be able to update your records and send
you a password reset email.

2018 AGM
The 71st BMFA Annual General Meeting took place on 17th November 2018 at Jurys Inn
Hinckley Island Hotel, A5 Watling Street, Hinckley, Leics, LE10 3JA.
The following were elected to Council positions
Chairman:
Vice-Chairman:
Honorary Secretary:
Competition Secretary:
Records Officer:
FAI Delegate:

Ian Pallister FSMAE
Peter Halman FSMAE
Mark Benns
Jo Halman FSMAE
Simon Vaitkevicius
Julie Fisher

Afterwards there followed the Annual Prize Giving and Dinner. Details to follow in the Spring
issue of this Newsletter.

FREE FLIGHT FORUM 2018
Papers were delivered on various subjects and my thanks to Martin Dilly for the following report:
Each year since 1985 the BMFA has organised a seminar on the free-flight branch of the sport,
covering both the technology of the aircraft we fly and the philosophy of how we compete with
them. The first few were run as an adjunct to the Model Engineer Exhibitions at Wembley or Earls
Court and occasionally someone would wander in asking if this was the demonstration of loco
boiler brazing, and wander off again, disappointed.
For the past 20 years or so the Forums have been organised the day after the BMFA’s AGM and
prizegiving dinner and at the same venue. Typically ten or so papers are presented, with Q&A
sessions and show-and-tells that give an opportunity for flyers to meet in a more relaxed
atmosphere than they find at a competition. After the Forums (Fora..?) the papers are desktop
published as Free Flight Forum Reports, using MS Publisher and the burning of much midnight
oil; this usually results in a hundred page volume, sold to raise funds to support our teams at
World and European Free Flight Championships. As Editor, the compulsory recent “up-grade” to
Windows 10 and Office 365 has made the whole process vastly more complicated, with almost
every editing operational cherry taking at least two bites, but after producing 33 Reports I’m
blowed if I’ll let Microsoft beat me. [I know the feeling Martin: Jude]
The Reports are published in slide binders; thus we don’t need to guess at a print run as would
be the case with perfect binding, and then be unable to produce more at a sensible price. This
way we can run off copies of any Report back to 1985, as required.
Anyhow, this year’s Forum reflected some of the challenges (‘opportunities’ is, I believe the term
currently popular…) facing free-flight, starting with the legislation arising from drone use. Dave
Phipps, who’s the BMFA’s CEO as well as the RAeC’s General Secretary, has spent a vast
amount of time at meetings about this with EASA, Europe Air Sports and the CAA, with useful
help from LAA president and BMFA member Roger Hopkinson MBE. Dave Phipp’s paper at the
Forum focussed on the effect on free flight, which looks to be minimal.
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There’s been quite an interest in the free flight community in Vintage and classic designs, and
Simon Dixon’s paper reviewed some of the small 1/2A engine-assisted aircraft from the 1960s
to ‘80s, some of which could still be competitive today.
Until the late 1990s our rules required competitors to build the models they flew, but we finally
came into line with the FAI and abandoned this; Stuart Darmon looked at the effects of this and
the way it may be opening a rift between FAI flyers and those who lean more to domestic
competition.
Aerodynamicist Alan Brocklehurst discussed practical aerofoils for the Coupe d’Hiver class of
small rubber-powered models, using XFOIL and CFD methods to explore aerofoil performance at
low Reynolds numbers and to determine the effect of turbulation. He looked at the effect of
Reynolds number on a thin, cambered aerofoil and the estimation of glide performance.
Mike Woodhouse presented two papers, the first being on how we manage competition flying
in the face of changing regulation, disappearing flying sites and the changing attitude of the
military to the ownership of risk.
Multi-timer British team member Phil Ball explained the thinking behind his Nationals-winning
Coupe d’Hiver model; it’s much bigger, and thus more lightly loaded than most others. Rules
restrict the rubber motor to just 10 grams, but Phil uses an enormous propeller, which gives a
long motor run.

The structure is largely carbon, with an ultra-light carbon D-box leading edge, resulting in a very
stiff wing. Getting an aircraft like this down from strong lift is, however, a problem.
Gavin Manion and Stuart Darmon discussed the possible free-flight use of the BMFA national
model flying centre at Buckminster; while a small site itself by free flight standards, the
surrounding terrain makes model retrieval quite feasible, so there may be potential for free-flight
as well as the more usual radio-control events. Most free flight competitions are purely for
duration, but there is an enthusiastic core of scale flyers.
Mike Smith won the Nationals with his superb Sopwith Snipe, but trimming it proved to be a long
and sometimes frustrating process. Flight realism is part of the judging, as well as scale
accuracy, and with such a short nose as the Snipe, getting the CG in a sensible position meant a
lot of lead in the front and a higher wing loading, potentially requiring a high airspeed than
desirable.

89

Stuart Lodge reviewed the progress of FAI space modelling since 1997; this is one class that
does seem to attract younger people and he looked at what has changed and what we may need
to change in the future.
Stuart Darmon made a third appearance to outline his developments in glider wings; he has
produced vacuum-bagged carbon/foam/carbon laminated skins using ultra-thin spread tow
material, as well as carbon on foam core wings.

The final paper was from Mike Woodhouse, who looked at his experiences of model location
using a normal radio tracking beacon, compared with the more recent on-board GPS systems.
In case any RAeC newsletter readers are interested in looking at the development of this branch
of our sport, details of past Free Flight Forum Reports are here: http://freeflight.bmfa.org/forumreports-contents and prices here: http://freeflight.bmfa.org/free-flight-forum

The FFTC http://freeflight.bmfa.org is part of the BMFA and is responsible for Free Flight Model
Flying in the UK, including organising the yearly programme of competitions and setting the rules
for them.
Free Flight, once the original form of model flying dating back to the early 1900’s, has evolved
into an exhilarating celebration of open space.
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Models can be chosen from a bewilderingly wide range of types to match both the available field
size and the interests and capabilities of the modeller.

Gliders may be launched carefully with the use of a simple “Hi-Start” (a short length of rubber
strip joined to a longer length of towline) or one may choose to hold the end of a 50 metre towline
and guide the model aloft by conventional towing.

Powered models with a motor made up of several strands of rubber strip or a small diesel motor.
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Control of a Free Flight model comes from inbuilt aerodynamic stability, following careful
assembly, patient trimming and careful, thoughtful operation. It provides physical exercise
(varying according to the type of model flown) and of course the social activity that naturally
comes from any group following the same interest.

BMFA FREE FLIGHT AND SPACE CONTEST CALENDAR
10 February: F1A(SMAE), F1G(Plugge), C/P (White), C/R, C/G, C/E, E36(Plugge), Mini
Vintage(Plugge), HLG/CLG
3 March: F1H, P30(Plugge), F1J(Plugge), BMFA 1/2A, C/G, C/R, C/P, C/E(Plugge), HLG/CLG.
24 March: Vintage G(Plugge), C/R (Gamage), C/G, C/P, C/E, F1C (Halfax/Plugge), F1QUK,
HLG/CLG (Plugge). Contact
6-7 April: London Gala – Salisbury Plain. 29th: C/G, C/R, C/P, C/E, P30, CO2. 30th: F1H, F1G,
F1J, BMFA1/2A, Mini Vintage, E30, HLG/CLG. Contact Gary Madelin 07831 494378
14 April: Peak District or near Melton Mowbray - 1st F1E (Team Selection) F1E (FF Slope
Soaring) Contact: Ian Kaynes kaynes@btinternet.com
Barkston Heath. C/G (CMA), C/R (Caton), B/P (Hamley); C/E, SLOP (Falcons), F1H, P30, BMFA
1/2A, MiniVintage, HLG/CLG. Contact: Colin Foster katecol@mypostoffice.co.uk

DRAFT EASA REGULATIONS FOR UNMANNED AIRCRAFT
The latest drafts of the EASA regulations for unmanned aircraft were published by the European
Commission and contain a significant and positive development for model flyers.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-1460265_en
DG MOVE (the European Transport Commission) submitted a proposal to remove model flying
conducted within Associations/Clubs from the EASA regulations and this seems to have gained
acceptance.
On this basis, the current draft regulations essentially remove model flying conducted within
Associations/Clubs from the scope of the EASA regulations. EASA have also confirmed our
interpretation that a Member State’s Competent Authority (in our case the CAA) can define a
complete national regulatory framework for model flying (which may or may not define
requirements for age limits, operator registration and competency requirements etc) and that
model associations may operate to the resulting national authorisation. This is exactly what we
have today!
However, this still leaves model flying conducted by those operating outside of an
Association/Club within the scope of the EASA ‘Open Category’ which imposes height
restrictions, age restrictions and also registration and competency requirements to almost all
model aircraft up to 25Kg (the maximum limit within the ‘Open Category’).
ILLEGAL TO OPERATE ANY UNMANNED AIRCRAFT ABOVE 400FT
The UK CAA issued the BMFA with a joint ‘Permission’ to allow members to continue
operating ‘conventional’ model aircraft (excluding multi-rotors) weighing less than 7Kg
(excluding fuel) at heights in excess of 400ft has been extended indefinitely.
A model glider between 7Kg and 14Kg may be flown at heights in excess of 400ft above the
surface of the earth beneath it provided that it is not flown at a height greater than 400ft above
its pilot at any time. The “under 400ft above its pilot” was negotiated by BMFA CEO Dave Phipps
as the ANO says ‘above the surface’ which would mean that if you were slope soaring with a
glider you would have to descend as you flew further out from the point of launch.
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The exemptions will be posted on the BMFA’s website in due course.

2018 QUEEN'S CUP
The BMPRA (British Miniature Pylon Racing Association) hosted the Queen’s Cup at the
BMFA National Championships in a new FAI F3T racing class. F3T racing is model aircraft
Semi Scale Pylon Racing and where four semi-scale race models start from a platform, for a
race over 10 laps, on a race course of 180x40 meters, one lap having a nominal distance of
400 meters.

The Queen’s Cup

My thanks to Dave Phipp’s for this report: Along with the long standing competitions at this
year’s British Model Flying Association Nationals, a very special event took place on the 400
meter pylon course. The 2018 Queens Cup was contested for by 17 of our top F3T pilots. This
event consisted of two days of qualification, followed on the Monday with four semi-finals and a
final.
Over the first 2 days there were several good battles around the pylon course which entertained
the spectators (the pilots love a good battle with the other compatriots too) but the battle with
weather conditions was not so welcome and a few models were lost.

Semi-finals were a relatively quiet affair with Justin O’Dell and Julian Downham showing their
domination of this event taking 1st and 2nd slot in the final. 3rd spot became a real battle
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between Joe Harvey (who had to fly his number 2 model after a mid-air in the final round of
qualifying) and Bruce Illingworth who had been flying really well and with great speed, but
unfortunately for Bruce the luck gods were not on his side and he had a flame out on the first Lap.

With the final line up now confirmed our 3 competitors came to the start line for a 3 off
simultaneous start, nerves soon built up and with the adrenalin pumping Justin and Julian left the
line and hammered the course hard skimming every pylon and risking the chance of picking up a
cut. On the other hand Joe, with his number 2 model resorted to a keeping out of their way and
kept it clean in the hope they trip them self’s up. Unfortunately for Joe, Julian and Justin put on a
master class on how to fly these high powered racers right to the end, with Justin crossing the
line just in front of Julian for the Queens Cup.
1st: Justin O’Dell

2nd:

Julian Downham

3rd: Joe Harvey

2018 BRITISH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
RC, SCALE & CONTROL LINE AND SILENT FLIGHT
Final results can be found at https://bmfa.org/Downloads/Contest-Results?EntryId=2668

My thanks to Dave Phipps, via Pete Dodd, for his thoughts in his role as Nationals Coordinator and BMFA CEO looking back on the Nationals – the great bits and the not-so-great
bits (chiefly the weather).

It was great to be back at RAF Barkston Heath once again, but sadly the weather was less
than ideal with Saturday being the only good day.
It was greatly appreciated that many campers had heeded our advice not to arrive too early
on Friday afternoon, which reduced the pressure on our team of marshals and avoided the
holding areas reaching bursting point.
Even when we gain access to the airfield, there is a great deal of work to be done before we
can allow the public on and we appreciate everyone’s patience.
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Scale & Gravity (photo: Malc Brunt)
The Sunday Swapmeet proved popular and fortunately the weather was OK for most of it.
However, once the rain started it did bring the Swapmeet to a swift conclusion unfortunately.
The controversial decision was taken to discourage trading in the campsite following a
request from the RAF (who were concerned about drivers being distracted as they drive
through the campsite) and complaints from Traders (on the basis that they pay for trade plots
and some of the campsite traders were reaching a point where they would not look out of
place in the trade area). This situation will be reviewed again for 2019.
A critical issue for us remains the FOD (foreign object debris or litter) left behind for our small
team to clean up. This is even more critical now that the Grob Prefect Turbo Prop aircraft
operate from the airfield. Our ‘FOD Squad’ were out on the airfield for a large part of Monday
and again at 6am on Tuesday and did a fantastic job.

A TOP HAT CHAMPIONSHIPS !

(photo: Gary Keaveney)

(photo: Malc Brunt)
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The RAF brought in several busloads of students from RAF Cranwell who conducted their
own ‘FOD plod’ and thankfully they found very little. We subsequently received several
compliments from staff at RAF Barkston Heath and RAF Cranwell who were amazed that we
could return the airfield in such good condition within a few hours of having so many visitors
on site.
Many thanks to all those who helped by disposing of their litter considerately!
Every year presents new challenges in terms of the pre-weekend build up and it would have
been impossible for me to organise the Nationals without the help and the support of the
fantastic team of volunteers, contractors and staff to whom I offer my sincere thanks and
appreciation.

Control Line Concentration (photo: Malc Brunt)

I also offer my thanks for the help and co-operation provided by the staff at both RAF
Barkston Heath and RAF Cranwell, including the BMFA Chairman – Ian Pallister FSMAE
(who is also our RAF Liaison Officer at RAF Cranwell).
The results of the various contests are available on the BMFA website
We hope to be back at RAF Barkston Heath to do it all over again in 2019 and we’ll let
members know as plans progress.

BMFA VACANCIES
Candidates are invited to apply for the post of GBR F1D Team Manager 2019, for the European
Championship to be held in the Czech Republic 2nd – 9th June 2019.
Need a good knowledge of the FAI Sporting Code in particular the F1D rules and be comfortable
with managing a 3-man team and possibly Official Timers/Supporters. The duties will include
arranging team travel, assisting in training arrangements and supporting the official party in the
Czech Republic on a daily basis. The trip will be extended to encompass the 2 or 3 days (TBA)
leading up to the Championships when there is usually an Open International practise contest.
Send CV and covering letter detailing experience and skills to the Indoor Technical Committee
Secretary Meredith Evans modelflyingmed@blueyonder.co.uk to be received no later than the
CLOSING DATE: 31st December 2018
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THE GREAT UK YOUTH ROCKETRY CHALLENGE 2019
Registrations for UKROC 2019 are now open at https://www.ukayroc.org.uk/why-enter
The Rocketry Challenge is a great opportunity for young people aged 11 – 18
See Youth section in this Newsletter

SKILLFORCE CHARITY
SkillForce is a national education charity with its roots in the Ministry of Defence. Working in
partnership with schools, SkillForce delivers innovative character and resilience education
programmes to children and young people, in particular, their flagship programme, the Prince
William Award.

Since SkillForce’s inception it has helped tens of thousands of young people turn their lives
around and through doing so, realise their potential and become responsible citizens. In addition
to their commitment to young people, they also support ex-Forces personnel, providing training
and opportunity to become qualified SkillForce Instructors. Over the years this has proven to be
very beneficial with former service men and women acting as outstanding role models, mentors
and coaches for those in their care.
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SkillForce use the BMFA Aerojet as part of their Prince William Pioneer Award. Aimed at children
aged 6 - 8 years old the award is designed to develop character by enable young people to
develop an understanding of their individual character; their character within a team; developing
leadership and responsibility. The Pioneer award is currently delivered to around 750 children
each year.
If the relationship proves successful it is hoped that the BMFA can assist in other ways to bring
aeromodelling to children up to 14 years of age within the Prince William Awards.
The Awards are delivered at three different levels, Pioneer, Explorer and Trailblazer, each
appropriate for a broad age range. The levels explore key themes and guiding principles.
For more information about the Prince William Awards see: https://www.skillforce.org/princewilliam-award-programme

“NAVIGATE TO THE LINE” COMPETITION
This new competition will ask secondary school Year 8 / S2 students in England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland to design a remote-controlled, micro:bit-enabled lighter than-air aircraft to
explore buoyancy and the use of vectored thrust.
See the YOUTH section in this Newsletter for details about this exciting new competition using
two 3 foot/900mm helium balloons which can lift approx. 300g of mass, drone engines, microbit
radio communications and a competition PCB.

BMFA UNIVERSITY & SCHOOLS PAYLOAD CHALLENGE 2019
If you are linked to a University, other further education establishment or school spread the word
about the BMFA University & Schools Payload Challenge 2019 to promote the challenge and of
course the BMFA. It is strongly recommended that the help of an experienced aero modeller is
enlisted from the very start. Local contacts are available from the BMFA office https://bmfa.org or
directly from Manny Williamson Development Officer and Challenge Co-ordinator: 01162 440028
Email: admin@bmfa.org
Challenge 1: http://payloadchallenge.bmfa.org/the-challenges/challenge-1-egg-lift
Challenge 2: http://payloadchallenge.bmfa.org/the-challenges/challenge-2-kit-lift
Challenge 3: http://payloadchallenge.bmfa.org/the-challenges/challenge-3-distance
Challenge 4: http://payloadchallenge.bmfa.org/the-challenges/challenge-4-quantity
Challenge 5: http://payloadchallenge.bmfa.org/the-challenges/challenge-5-weight

Entry fee of £50.00 per team (£25.00 for challenge 1) is payable on submission of entry form.
The flying and presentation element of the competition will take place over the weekend of 31st
May, 1st and 2nd of June 2019 at the British Model Flying Association National Centre
http://payloadchallenge.bmfa.org/news

BMFA ACHIEVEMENT SCHEME
The BMFA runs a voluntary Achievement Scheme to encourage RC flyers to improve their flying,
pit and safety skills. The Scheme is delivered by approximately 1100 Examiners and 3500
Instructors nationally, and to help them keep up to date with developments within the scheme.
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Examiners compare notes after a demonstration flight at a Gas Turbine workshop

The Achievement Scheme Review Committee (ASRC) organises a number of Road-show and
workshops each year, spread around the country which gives examiners and instructors the
opportunity to hear the whys and wherefores behind any changes at first hand, as well as the
chance to compare notes, ask questions and provide feedback.

Successful Helicopter tests candidates at an Achievement Scheme Road-show this summer at BMFA
National Centre for Model Flying

The focus for the last two years has been on communication and ‘continued competence’ and the
Road-shows have proved to be both useful and popular with the grass-roots examiners and
instructors, who are after all, the vital link in the delivery and success of the scheme.
Contact Duncan McClure for more information RCPAS@bmfa.org and for Achievement Scheme
Roadshow Dates 2019 http://achievements.bmfa.org

THE BRITISH DRONE RACING ASSOCIATION (BDRA)
FORMALLY (BFPVRA)
The BDRZ is a not for profit organisation. Run by FPV pilot formed to promote the sport of FPV
racing and multi rotors in general. Their aim is to develop the sport and give FPV pilots a voice
within the model aircraft world as a specialist organisation under the BMFA.
Together with the new name they have a rather swish new logo to go with it
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My thanks to Richard Bloxam for his FPV report:
After the success of the 2018 season, the BDRA is hard at work planning to make the 2019
season bigger and better. With improved track equipment, bigger events and better live
streams. The aim is to grow the drone racing community and make race events more
appealing to spectators.
To show support to our members, and as a thank you for supporting our efforts, the
committee has been discussing with some of the top manufacturers and distributors about
exclusive members discounts. This not only adds value to members of the association, but
also encourages members to shop and use trusted and recommended products while
supporting those that support the community.

The 2018 British Championships were held in September at BMFA Buckminster. 60 of the
UKs top drone racers again had to battle the weather and it was decided to use just the
Saturday to run the event as the weather forecast was very bleak for the Sunday. After a long
and hard day of intense racing and very close battles, 18-year-old Leo Whitfield (the 2017
Danish Champion) came out on top and took home the trophy.
At the start of December, The UK Drone Show hosted Europe’s biggest drone race to date.
24 of the world’s best pilots came to the NEC to compete for the £10,000 prize pool. With an
LED lit race track set among Tech Show Live, the spectators really got a prime seat to see the
drones racing at close to 80mph around the 60x30 meter course. The popularity of drone
racing is growing and we hope to see more events like this in 2019.
Lots of event requests are already coming in to host races in 2019 so it looks like it is going
to be a busy year.
You can find a list of their current scheduled events on the UK Drone Racing Calendar on
the InsideFPV website here: https://league.ifpv.co.uk/2019-calendar
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MODEL FLYING CLUBS
WITH VACANCIES FOR NEW MEMBERS
Riddlesdown Model Flying Club, Edenbridge, Kent. Contact Andrew tyler94@me.com or visit
their website www.rmfc.bmfa.org
North Downs Model Flying Club, Nr Throwley Forstal, Kent. Contact Bryan Searley 01795
536548 or visit their website www.https://thenortdownsmodelflyingclub.wordpress.com

FORTHCOMING 2019 CONTESTS & EVENTS
For the BMFA Events Calendar check out https://bmfa.org/Contests-Events/Contest-and-EventCalendar where you can find details of your local affiliated club and when they meet and what you
can fly there, be it as a complete novice or an advanced flyer.

SAM 35 FREE FLIGHT COMPETITIONS http://sam35.org.uk
MODEL HELICOPTER COMPETITIONS: http://www.3dchampionship.co.uk

101

BRITISH PARACHUTING ASSOCIATION
http://www.bpa.org.uk
From 31 January 1984, parachuting became a permitted activity, subject to the grant by the CAA of a
written permission, and in accordance with appropriate conditions specified in such CAA permission
documents. The BPA, soon to be renamed British Skydiving, controls all aspects of skydiving on
behalf of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).

NEWS
STAFF VACANCY: NEW ROLE OF COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER
BPA has a staff vacancy for a new post of Communications Manager to be based at BPA's Leicester
HQ. An experienced communications specialist is being sought to provide professional support to the
COO, Safety and Technical Officer and Secretary-General and strategic support to the governing
Council through its Communications Committee in delivering the strategic plan for British Skydiving.
https://www.bpa.org.uk/assets/BPA-Company-Documents/BPA-Comms-Mgr-job-desc-personspec.pdf
Closing date: Thursday 7 February 2019

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR BPA COMMITTEES
Competitions: Communication: Development
There are vacancies on 3 BPA Committees. Meeting approximately 6 times a year at BPA’s Leicester
HQ on a Tuesday afternoon and using your skills at this level not only helps the BPA, but also can
assist your own personal development and a way to make new friends.
Competition Committee: email Helen Lucas at skydive@bpa.org.uk
Communication or Development Committees: email Martin Schuttleworth at martin@bpa.org.uk
Please include, as well as your name, BPA membership number and which committee you are
intested in joining, a summary of how your skills, expertise and knowledge could contribute to the
working of the committee.
Closing date: 4th January 2019

INCREASE IN BPA COMPETITION FUNDING
The Council has agreed the highest ever level of competition funding for the 2018/19 season £191,074 o the delight of competitors and the Competitions Committee. This one off allocation will
help to realise many BPA strategic objectives including engaging with the general public as well as
clubs; skills development and enhancing the perceptions of parachuting and skydiving as a sport.
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BPA AGM AND GALA DINNER SATURDAY 26th JANUARY 2019
BPA’s Skydive the Expo 2019 is held on the same day as the BPA AGM and is the biggest event of
the BPA year, a great chance to meet friends old and new from across their fantastic sport and
beyond. Expo is a free event at the De Vere East Midlands Conference Centre (University Park,
Nottingham NG7 2RJ) features exciting and educational talks from some of the biggest names in the
sport. http://skydivetheexpo.com
Speakers at Expo 2019 include Anu Ojha from the National Space Centre talking about skydiving and
space exploration; Team NFTO: Fitness and Sports Nutrition; Eugene Minogue: Parkour UK and Leo
Whitman FPV Drone Racing to name but a few.
The BPA AGM will be followed by the annual skydiving Awards and Presentations Ceremony and in
the evening there is a formal BPA Annual Gala black tie Dinner.
BPA ANNUAL GALA DINNER TICKETS
Tickets for the BPA Annual Gala Dinner, Saturday 26 January 2019, at EMCC Nottingham NG7 2RJ
are on sale and can be ordered in advance from the BPA Office. To book tickets, please download,
complete, and follow the return instructions on the booking form http://skydivetheexpo.com/wpcontent/uploads/2017/10/Form-239-BPA-Gala-Dinner-2019-fillable-Ticket-Order-Form.pdf
There are BPA rates for accommodation at the Orchard Hotel and discounted drinks. Cannot be
bad, enjoy everyone.

BPA COUNCIL
Three nominations had been received for three elected seats on BPA Council which become vacant
at the AGM 2019. As the seats were uncontested an election ballot has not been triggered. Mark
Bayada, Tash Higman and Sam Lee have been elected to the BPA Council for three years: 2019,
2020 and 2021.

INDOOR SKYDVING ORGANISATION
Indoor skydiving is emerging as a new discipline/sport. The BPA Council is discussing the
development of an Indoor Skydiving Organisation and delegating to it, by way of a licensing
agreement, the power to carry out the selection, administration and organisation of British indoor
skydiving delegations. The arrangement would be for a fixed period of five years from 2019, with a
break clause. Under the terms of this arrangement, BPA would also delegate to the new organisation
the issuing of Indoor Skydiving FAI sporting licences.

LEARNING FROM OTHERS MISTAKES
Download the Safety & Training Committees Summary of Safety from their STC minutes
https://www.bpa.org.uk/member/agendas-and-minutes/ to learn from others mistakes and
misfortunes. A new summary is produced every 2 months.

BPA INSTRUCTOR COURSES
BPA Instructor Course CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced: 4th - 8th Feb 2019 APA, Netheravon
BPA Category System Instructor (CSI) Course: 11th - 15th Feb 2019 APA, Netheravon
Contact: trudy@bpa.org.uk
103

SOME WORLD and BRITISH RECORDS
Congratulations to NEW 75-WAY (WORLD RECORD): Ron Wands, Stewart Brookes and Jonathan
Smith taking part in this World Record challenge for the new Skydive Over Sixty World Record.
CANOPY PILOTING DISTANCE AND CANOPY PILOTING SPEED (WOMEN'S BRITISH
RECORDS): Logan Donovan
8-WAY FORMATION SKYDIVING SENIOR (BRITISH RECORD): Team Microclim8 Andy Pook,
Dennis Parker, Kate Lindsley, Ane Brentford, Martin Cressey, Ros Ayling, Ruth Morrison, Martin
Soulsby, Phil Hartree (Cam)
WOMEN'S LARGEST WINGSUIT FORMATION (BRITISH RECORD): Rachel Walker, Amii Calway,
Carol Beaumont, Melissa Gray, Margarita Shatalina, Ellie Marshall,

(photo: El Booteo Bill)

Jackie Harper (1500 previous jumps), Elana Cain, Liz Moor, Emma Reynolds (15 previous jumps),
Kat Insall and Eric Dangoor (Cameraman)

WOMEN SET NEW SKYDIVING RECORD IN UKRAINE
Fifty-seven women from 19 countries, including a 17 strong British contingent, took part in the
annual "Women on Wings" project in Ukraine and set a new world record.

(photo: Andrey Veselov)
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This is the highest number of women to get into and then change formation three times during a dive,
all happening in just 90 seconds, and they beat the previous record by one.
Well done everyone!

COMPETITION RESULTS
NATIONALS 2018
Skydive Hibaldstow hosted the 2018 Open National Skydiving Championships and is one of the
largest UK dropzones operating multiple turbine aircraft to 15,000ft.
2018 BRITISH OPEN CHAMPIONS

NFTO (Sian Stokes, Anna Hicks, Vana Parker and Cath Anderson with cameraman Simon Brentford)

4way Formation Skydiving
AAA:
1st : NFTO
AA:
1st : Alola
A:
1st : Cloud Busters
Rookie: 1st: 4reigners
Vertical Formation Skydiving
Advanced:
1st: Omni 99

2nd: Satori XL
2nd: Draconis
2nd: Average Joes
2nd: Jersey Beans

3rd: Chimera
3rd: Boobasaurus Rex
3rd: Flying Fossils
3rd: Chikara

2nd: Horizon

3rd: The Pandies

The Pandies
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Intermediate:
1st: Cowdunga
2-Way Rookie: 1st: TBC

2nd: Variable

8way Formation Skydiving
OPEN: 1st: Microclim8 2nd: Project Ride the Dragon
Intermediate:
1st: M8Way
Rookie:
1st: Blame 8 on the Bootie
2nd: AV8

3rd: Groomed
3rd: Chatterm8’s

Freefly
A:
B:
Intermediate:

1st: Parallel 2nd: British Army Titans
1st: RAFSPA Fury
2nd: Boobasaurus Freefly
st
1 : RAFSPA Vulcan 2nd: CCB Free Fly

Freestyle
A:

1st: Volosity Freestyle 2nd: FSU

Volosity Freestyle

3rd: Nova

Microclim8

B:
1st: Vulpine 99
and Speed Skydiving

1st: Charles Hurd

2nd: Cezary Kryczkowski

3rd: Jimmy McCarthy

106

BRITISH NATIONAL CANOPY CHAMPIONS 2018
Canopy Formation
4-Way Rotations:
2-Way Senior Sequence:
2-Way Intermediate Sequence:
2-Way Rookie Sequence:

Tyrannosaurs Wraps
Veloswraptors
AirCReW
Cark Corner

Canopy Piloting
Martin Reynolds
Full
results
are
available
at
http://skydivingchampionships.com/Nationals.htm
and
https://www.bpa.org.uk/assets/Competition-Results/Competition-Results-2018/open-overview.pdf

INTERNATIONAL
3rd FAI INDOOR SKYDIVING WORLD CUP 25-28 October, Bahrain
The competition hosted by the Kingdom of Bahrain for the first time in Asia and the Middle East, was
organised by Gravity Indoor Skydiving in collaboration with the Bahrain Air Sports Federation.
Formation Skydiving 4-Way – Female: Team NFTO (1st): Team

Team NFTO in training

Formation Skydiving 4-Way Open: Team ACM Weembi (7th), Team EROS(14th)
35th FAI WORLD FREEFALL STYLE AND ACCURACY LANDING CHAMPIONSHIPS
24-31 August 2018 Erden, Bulgaria
Almost 250 competitors from 36 nations registered for the World Championships in Freefall Style and
Accuracy Landing. Congratulations to
Mens Individual Accuracy: Carl Williams (105th), Steve Hastings (113th), Les Carroll (133rd); Dave
Crowhurst (137th), Pete Sizer (151st)
Mens Team Accuracy: (22nd)
Female Individual Accuracy: Reynolds Esther (43rd)
2ND FAI WORLD WINGSUIT FLYING CHAMPIONSHIP 26-31 August Czech Republic
Team GB were presented with FAI Diplomas from Martin Dlouhy, of Jump-Tandem DZ, for 5th place
in the Acrobatic Wingsuit Flying. Martin apologised but he had not received the actual diplomas from
the FAI so was unable to actually present them - they would be 'in the post'.
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Hopefully they have arrived safely!
FAI WORLD PARACHUTING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018 IN FS, ARTISTICS, SPEED, CF
4-13 October 2018, Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia
Congratulations to Jamie Arnold and Dan Guest who took Silver in Freestyle, Team NFTO who
took Silver in 4-way FS female, and Max Hurd who took Bronze in Speed Skydiving.
Congratulations also to Team MicroClim8 who broke the UK National Record in FS 8-way.

Full results:
http://www.intimescoring.com/InTime/InTimeMeetDetails.aspx?CID=19&DBID=1096&MID=21&IT=1

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION (BCPA)
https://www.bcpa.org.uk/

The BCPA is a volunteer-run, non-profit organisation, set up for the purpose of promoting skydiving at
a collegiate level with the aim to provide a community where several hundred university skydivers
(from over 30 affiliated university clubs) can find like-minded people - with whom they can jump,
compete and most importantly socialise!
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The BCPA co-ordinates annual inter-university leagues for competitions (3-way, freefly and accuracy)
as well as club achievements (eg Cat-8 or FS1) culminating in an awards ceremony at the summer
BCPA Nationals.Their 2019 tour is to the USA at Skydive San Diego, 02 April 2019 - 17 April 2019
The achievements league measures progression with each club submitting points for all major
achievements by their members, from undertaking ground training right up to instructor ratings. Based
on academic years the 2018 results so far:
1st
2nd
3rd

University of Plymouth Skydiving Club
Southampton Skydiving Club
Cardiff Skydiving Society
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http://www.precisionflying.co.uk
Responsible for the promotion and day-to-day running of Rally and Precision Flying
competitions within the UK and the selection of pilots and crew to represent Great Britain at
international competitions organised under the auspices of the Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale (FAI).
VFR navigation skills developed during the Private Pilots Licence (PPL) course are all too
quickly forgotten as reliance is placed on GPS systems. Check out our video
https://vimeo.com/57272236
New
members,
flying
and
non-flying,
are
http://www.precisionflying.co.uk for further information.

always

welcome.

Contact

NEWS
FAI 21ST WORLD AIR RALLY CHAMPIONSHIPS
5th – 11th August
Dubnica, Slovakia
Team GB: pilot Roddy Blois and navigator Philip Crewe

Rodney in FAI General Aviation Commission
Presidential Mode

Philip in relaxing mode

President of the FAI General Aviation Commission

My thanks to Rob Jonkers and Mary De Klerk (Team SA) for this report and photos.
The World Rally Flying Championship happens every two years and is hosted by one of the
participating nations. This year Slovakia hosted the 21st FAI World Rally Flying
Championships in the town of Dubnica,) in the northern most valley of Slovakia where the
Carpathian Mountain range borders with the Czech Republic and Poland.
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49 crews from 16 nations participated with Great Britain represented by pilot Roddy Blois
and navigator Philip Crewe (Rally: 49th) (Spot Landing: 49th)
The organisers provided three official practice routes and these were put to full use in the
following days. The landscape varied dramatically between the valley at 800ft and mountains
going up to 3500ft. Within minutes of taking off on some routes would see you facing a steep
climb out over the mountains with check points often located just behind a steep incline or
hidden behind forest features.

The weather for the practice week was good without much wind, although some
thundershowers had to be avoided, with temperatures mostly above 34 deg, making the
cockpit a sweltering sauna, at least in the mountainous areas higher up the cockpit became
slightly cooler. The Red route was mostly east of the city of Trencin and proved the most
difficult as the terrain was very undulating, with more densely populated areas. This made
following the route quite taxing especially recognising the map shades of the various
features and looking for turn points of minor river creeks and farm road crossings. The route
also had two arcs to follow and with precessing DI's was somewhat challenging to follow
round, needing to rely oon what is going on outside the window and what is on the map.
At the end of each day, teams did landing practice to get speed and descent control
familiarisation. Saturday was a rest day with some sightseeing flights and visiting the old
town of Trencin and Sunday the open ceremony and welcome dinner.
For the competition week, flights were organised into two groups with flights starting around
10 am, at 5 minute intervals, with the last flight taking off around 2 pm. On returning to the
airfield unusually only one spot landing needed to be carried out.
On Monday 6th August, day 1 of the competition proper, the week's weather prediction was
good with the latter part of the week with possible rain and wind. Four routes were to be
flown, one per day but only three count towards the results as the first day is generally
excluded, or used only if there were difficulties in completing the rest. This Green route was
mostly south across a mix of high ground and the next door valley with two arcs to fly.
Tuesday the Yellow route was flown, which was also towards the south and on Wednesday
the infamous Red route. This proved to be as difficult as the practice Red route in the busy
eastern area and the wind at around 20 kts pushed many off course. Some teams drifted off
course into the Czech Republic and after many teams complaining that high wind conditions
were not declared for this day and that the day needed to be annulled, the organisers duly
did. Thursday was the last competition day with the Blue route. Again high wind conditions
were predicted, approx. 15+ kts so timings were given with a wind compensation factor.
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Trencin Castle

With the competition flights done, the South African team organised the traditional
international drinks evening at the airfield making "melk tertjies" shooters with the Germans,
Italians and Russians. The Norwegians brought their traditional Aquavit and a good time was
had by all. South African supporter Dr Thys Geldenhuys was designated drinks judge, and
judged Germany the best drinks team and Norway the best food team (having brought their
traditional Norwegian Salmon all the way from Norway).
Friday was packing up day and the closing ceremony and prize giving held at the Airfield,
with most of us going for a day outing for some sightseeing before dressing up for the
closing ceremony. This day is also when the heavens opened with torrential rain

waterlogging many places including the airfield. The top individual prizes went to the Czech
Republic, Poland and France with Poland winning the overall team prize. For this
competition there was only an Unlimited class, where in previous Championships there was
an Advanced Class which was intended to bring in newer less experienced teams.
These World Championship competitions are somewhat more difficult for all those teams,
Team GB included, who have had no year round sponsorship or sports federation support,
to enable consolidated training and practising. Some countries not only have commercial
sponsorships to pay for training, competition fees, hotels, aircraft hire and fuel but are
government backed with dedicated training camps and assistance to meet all expenses,
unlike Team GB.
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http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (“The 3Rs”) is mandated to
oversee British handicap air racing, British and World aviation records and formal air rallies.
Aircraft with Rotax 912 engines are now able to compete and the 3Rs are looking forward to
opening out the membership of this exciting AirSport.
http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/rotax-912.html
Congratulations to Simon Tilling for winning the 2018 British Air Racing Championship
season, racing as Race 9 in a Scottish Aviation Bulldog (series 120 model 121 built in 1973)
guided by this year's Navigator Champion Emma Taylor. They started the year well and
just kept winning. Out of the 4 race weekends they achieved three First Places and three
second places!
Dan Pangbourne added the Mossey Preston, ABC Homebuilt and Sonic Challenge trophies
to his collection; well-done Dan. The Mitel Sword was won by Hamish Mitchell.

Want to be a Race Pilot?
Safety is paramount and only a pilot with at least 100 hours P1 experience (with 10 hrs on
type if < 500 hrs PIC and 5 hrs if > 500 hrs) and a valid FAI Competitor’s Licence may
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compete in air racing. You also need a piston-driven aircraft that can fly a minimum of
100mph in level flight.
Race Training: there is a simple 3 stage training syllabus:
http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/uploads/1/1/7/6/117660682/air-racing-handbook-3rdedition-2018-rev01.pdf
1. Self-brief or obtain a brief from a Check Pilot /Race Supervisor;
2. Assessment Flight with a Race Check Pilot who will familiarise you with race techniques,
accurate flying, and turning. Successful completion will allow you to race under supervision.
3. Supervised Practice/Race(s) with a Check Pilot or Race Supervisor (an experienced Race
Navigator) to check you are safe to race in close proximity to other aircraft. For names and
locations contact the Aviation Secretary
During your early races one of the 3R’s experienced pilots or navigators (probably also anex champion!) will mentor you on your techniques and guide you on how to improve. The
check pilots/race supervisors can also provide their assistance and there are commercially
available short courses.
Race Navigators: Although not essential, many race pilots enjoy the company and
camaraderie of having an extra pair of eyes and hands that navigators are able to provide.
Navigators assist with look-out, turn roll-out coordination, and generally staying on the best
race line. Navigators do not have to be associated with a pilot but often pilot/navigator teams
have proved to be very successful.
Ground volunteers: Air racing needs volunteers to help with a high degree of organisation it
takes to run air races safely. There are many organisational and race tasks needing
volunteers.
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
The Light Aircraft Association (LAA) was established just after the end of World War Two with
the aim of ensuring that recreational aviation was affordably available to the man in the street.
Pre-war it had predominantly been the preserve of the better off.
Nearly seventy years later, the Association remains true to that ethos, demonstrating its
commitment to affordability with its Permit to Fly airworthiness regime, and with its work in
advocacy ensuring that the needs and freedoms of the recreational pilot are duly considered.

NEWS
LAA AWARDS & 2018 AGM
The LAA AGM was held in Hangar Two at Sywell Aerodrome on 21 st October. 100 people
attend the event and after the welcoming speech by Chairman Brain Davies the LAA Awards
were presented. The AGM voted David Millin, Eryl Smith and Marcus de Ferranti on to the LAA
Board.
Our congratulations to Ed Hicks, the Editor of Flyer magazine, for being awarded The Tony
Harold Memorial Trophy for artistic / literary ability

Ed Hicks being presented with his award by Anne Hughes (Photo Paul Morton)

and to the recipients of the LAA awards for service to the Association. Winners were presented
at the AGM by LAA Chairman Brian Davies to:
The Lois Parker Trophy for distinguished administration service: Anne Hughes
The Pete Clarke Trophy for a major contribution to flight safety: Doug Blair & Mark
Wakem
The Bill Woodhams Trophy for extraordinary adventurous flight: Colin Hayes
The Faulkner Bryant Shield for the most active Strut or Strut member: Stuart Darby
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The Roderick Turner Trophy for contributing the most to “Flying for Fun”: Andrew John
The President’s Joystick for services at the LAA 2017 Rally: Frank Snell
Special Rally Award: Ian Harrison
The Frank Hounslow Trophy for service to LAA engineering: Inspector Graham Smith
This was followed by a fascinating talk from Phil Dunnington, about his and his wife Allie’s flying
escapades in their Beechcraft18 hot air balloon before the Rally Awards were presented.
The RAA (Canada) Trophy for Best Kit Built Aircraft and the Nowicki Trophy for the Best
RV: Sheila and David Broom
The Air Squadron Trophy for Best Plans Built Aircraft and the Pooleys Sword for Best
Replica Plane: Phillip Cozens
The Ken Wallis Trophy for Best Homebuilt Gyro: Marc Lhermette
The Jim Empson Trophy for Best Fabric Covered Piper: Lee Balthazr

Jon Hartle, from Worcestershire, was awarded The 2018 Liz Inwood Taildragger
Scholarship. The Vintage Aircraft Club (VAC) was formed nearly fifty five years ago as a club
for owners, pilots and enthusiasts of vintage and classic light aircraft. Currently the club has 350
members from across the UK holding regular fly-ins, ground events and forums throughout the
year.
In common with many other aviation organisations the VAC is aware of a rapidly widening age
gap within the membership and in order for the club to thrive and survive the VAC are aware
that younger members are needed to be encouraged and attracted to share their enthusiasm for
flying vintage aircraft. It is also important that the skills to fly these aircraft, which typically have
the older type of conventional undercarriage – the taildraggers, are passed on.
For this reason the Taildragger Scholarship was set up by the Liz Inwood Trust along with the
VAC. This annual award is available to qualified pilots, under 36 years old, with 100hrs or more
enabling them to train for up to 5 hours at a recognised flying school
See the Vintage Aircraft section in this Newsletter for Jon’s comments and the VAC website
at www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk for more details and how to apply.

Other Clubs associated to the LAA are dedicated to a specific aircraft manufacturer or model
such as the Vintage Aircraft Club, Europa Club, European Luscombe Club etc., and can offer
social activities as well as useful technical support for owners or those interested in that
particular type.

2019 YES EDUCATION CONFERENCES
The first YES Education Conference of 2019 is being held at Brooklands museum in Surrey on
Saturday 9th March 2019. This is the 12th year Brooklands have hosted and YES have been
much involved in the development of the new aviation education facility laid out as it is like an
aircraft factory. The 2019 theme is "Building on our Success".

An important keynote speech is expected to follow 2018 Conference speaker Byron Davies the
Champion for GA from the DfT attended. Grant Shapps Chairman of the APPG group of MPs
has just joined YES and made this comment. “It was a pleasure to meet with Stewart [Luck]
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earlier this week to discuss some of the work they do to get children inspired by aviation. The
important work YES does is a fantastic example of the kind of programme the APPG-GA wants
to see more of to tackle the problem of STEM skills education in the UK”.
Saturday 23rd March 2019 sees the 2nd YES’ Education Conferences to be held at the RAF
Cosford museum in Staffordshire.
Details
of
both
events
will
be
on
both
of
the
museums
websites
https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/things-to-see-anddo.aspx and reservations can be made via those sites.
YES hope to get sponsorship to allow free entry and lunch.
Over the last twenty years that there has been this education initiative YES has found that
things needed to be brought together and co-ordinated. Using the phrase "Working Together"
it has been possible to get the LAA and many organisations linked up to explain and share the
policies they use themselves to attract young talent. YES also involves industry to explain where
they fit in, where is the skills shortage and what can we do about that.
Who can attend?
Anyone in the 12 to 90 age range! YES involve those attending in debate so it’s not just a case
of sitting and listening. Students come along from schools and colleges, universities and
industry. Aviation club members such as Struts along with airport staff members from ground
activities to flight crews all sharing their experiences. Then there are those who are not involved
in aviation but offer there help and advice such as teachers and educators and STEM
ambassadors.

THE LAA AND AIR RACING ELECTRIC AIRCRAFT
See the article in this Newsletter in the RAeC News & Information Section

2019 LAA TRAINING COURSES
LAA Courses are held in their workshops and lecture theatre facilities at the Turweston HQ,
unless otherwise stated.
To book a place contact: Sheila or Penny 01280 846786 (press 2 when asked) or visit the LAA
website www.laa.uk.com
If you wish to be added to the LAA waiting list for any of their above courses listed on their
website www.laa.uk.com please email your details to office@laa.uk.com with course(s)
interested in so they can see if they can provide additional dates.

FAI YOUNG AVIATION ARTISTS (6-17yrs) COMPETITION 2019
The FAI Young Aviation Artists contest offers young people between the ages of six to
seventeen years of age to draw or paint their visions of “My Dream to Fly” and the LAA is once
again facilitating the UK competition in association with the Royal Aero Club, Pilot magazine
and the Guild of Aviation Artists.
https://www.fai.org/fai-young-artists-contest There is no entry fee.
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Entries will be judged in three categories:
• Junior Category (date of birth between 1 January 2009 and 31 December 2012)
• Intermediate Category (date of birth between 1 January 2005 and 31 December 2006)
• Senior Category (date of birth between 1 January 2001 and 31 December 2004)

All artwork must be done by hand or, in the case of handicapped children, by foot or mouth. The
required format is A3 (297 x 420 mm or 11 3/4 X 16 ½ inches). For the media permitted:
https://www.fai.org/fai-young-artists-contest
UK drawing and painting entries should be submitted via the LAA HQ at Turweston
Aerodrome, Nr Brackley, Northamptonshire, NN13 5YD by 31st January 2019. The UK winning
entries will be submitted to the FAI in Lausanne in March 2019.
Check out the LLA website for entry instructions http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/art
Why not get local youngsters interested by inviting groups of them to your airfield and
providing some art materials, eg pens, pencils, paints, crayons and paper and get them to
draw/paint what they see…… could be your aircraft; airfield scenes etc. Contact Anne Hughes
at the LAA for advice, support, posters, flyers (the paper one that can be distributed  ) and
competition entry forms. art@laa.uk.com

Youth & Education Support (YES)
Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, and
more commonly abbreviated to YES, works together with LAA Clubs, leading industry
companies, local education authorities, schools and universities and many others to educate,
encourage and inspire young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with aviation.
Checkout the Youth section in this Newsletter to see the latest YES news
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LAA STRUT MEETINGS
Some LAA Strut meetings make a small charge for non-members but all are welcome to attend
and meetings are an excellent source of advice and help, whether building, buying, training or
simply wanting to be involved in the local aviation scene.
STRUT arrange a number of flying and social events throughout the year and most hold
monthly meetings and maybe an interesting aviation related talk. Meetings are an excellent
source of advice and help whether building, buying, training or simply wanting to be involved in
the local aviation scene and are dotted around the UK
Checkout the LAA website for details of your local STRUT
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/struts/struts.html

FOR LAA FRIENDLY AIRFIELDS
CHECKOUT http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Airfields/airfield_listing.html

NEW TO FLYING ABROAD?
For LAA Members Martin Ferid is there to help. He specialises in helping qualified pilots
expand their flying horizons and experience flying in Europe either as day trips of for longer
jaunts.
He does this by boosting your confidence and is happy to assist with all aspects of improving
your flying skills. He is a Class Rating Instructor and an Examiner and also arranges fly-outs to
UK and European destinations and writes a regular “Touring Adventures” column, or pages, in
the LAA magazine.
You can be added to the fly-outs list or can contact him to develop your flying adventure skills
lightaircrafttraining@yahoo.com
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https://www.aerosociety.com
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) was founded in 1866 with the objectives “for the
advancement of Aerial Navigation and for Observations in Aerology connected therewith”.
Major conferences, lectures and events are held at the RAeS headquarters in central London at
4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ with lectures and conferences normally open to interested
non-members. The RAeS also encompasses a variety of special interest groups and local
branches in the UK, and overseas, who too organise programmes of lectures and events.

NEW RAeS CHAIRMAN
The Board of Trustees of the Royal Aeronautical Society is pleased to confirm that Sir Brian
Burridge CBE FRAeS is the new Chief Executive for the organisation replacing Simon
Luxmoore FRAeS, who leaves the role after nine years.
Sir Brian was an independent consultant until 2016 having spent 10 years with Leonardo, a top
ten global high-tech manufacturer in the aerospace, defence and technology sectors, rising to
the position of Senior Vice President. Prior to this he spent a full career as a pilot in the Royal
Air Force (RAF) holding a frontline command at every level in the Service, including the national
joint command in the 2003 Iraq war. He also spent a number of years in the UK Ministry of
Defence in policy posts and left the RAF in 2006 as Commander-in-Chief Strike Command.

Sir Brian read physics and electronic engineering at Manchester University and holds an MBA
from the Open University and two honorary doctorates. He was previously a research fellow in
political science at King’s College London and is now a visiting professor at the University of
Reading.
THE RAeS GENERAL AVIATION GROUP
The RAeS General Aviation Group (GAG) is concerned with the technical development of
general aviation aircraft including aeroplanes, gliders, microlights and paragliders. Its special
interests lie in good new design and construction, and rationalisation of airworthiness regulation.
https://www.aerosociety.com/get-involved/specialist-groups/business-general-aviation/generalaviation
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RAeS GA DESIGN COMPETITION
The revolution in electric and hybrid power frees the imagination and is opening the door to
many exciting new projects such as eVTOL air taxis. Innovation in aircraft design is achieved
more rapidly in small aircraft and this design competition stimulated designers to come with new
ideas.
This annual competition, organised by the General Aviation Group of the RAeS, amended the
rules to allow both complete aircraft designs and components that could be added to existing
aircraft. Entries had to be under 2,000kg maximum mass, a limit defined by the CAA’s E
Conditions regulatory framework, as will enable the rapid design, build and experimental flight
testing of GA aircraft within the UK.
There were 13 entries covering a huge range of ideas. However, the predominant themes were
V/STOL and electric/hybrid power. Designs came from individuals as well as small and large
organisations and the judges were hard pressed to choose between the leading entries, but in
the end they decided to make awards to three proposals of equal merit.
Entries were assessed using the following criteria: Radical innovation, Potential application or
market, Industrial design (including functionality, aesthetics and ergonomics) and Reasonable
estimates of mass, aerodynamics, stability, control, performance, life-cycle costs and
environmental impact.
The three 2017/18 award winners, and in no particular order, were:Neoptera Ltd - an Anglo-French company, has joined the eVTOL fray with an ingenious design
(eOptera) that rotates everything apart from the passenger module to achieve VTOL and
efficient cruise.

Neoptera have built and tested a series of sub-scale prototypes to develop their design, and are
now designing a single seat, battery powered prototype. The intention is to move onto three and
five seaters with an appropriate mix of batteries, fuel cells and IC engines.
Team ESTOL SMK from Pakistan presented a modification of the PAC Mushak and Super
Mushak trainer.
There is a requirement for better field performance (‘Extreme STOL’), and Team ESTOL SMK
have conducted an impressive and comprehensive design exercise around the use of the
Coanda effect, applied to the trailing edge of the wing to provide high CL.
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The resulting design reduces take-off distance by about 50%, and should be applicable to a
wide range of aircraft.
The 3rd winning entry was from UK Team Micro-Raptor based in Derby. The UK Micro-Raptor
designed under team leader Anmol Manohar is a novel Single Seat De-Regulated (SSDR)
aircraft. Designed for very short field performance and low costs the team analysed a wide
range of configurations and selected a tandem wing aircraft with a ducted rotor on each wing tip.

They designed the aircraft with no conventional control surfaces - a difficult proposition for
STOL, but their analysis demonstrates a promising approach.

LIGHT AIRCRAFT DESIGN COMPETITION 2018-2019
The details of the 201819 competition were announced at this year’s Light Aircraft Design
Conference “On the Lighter Side”, on 19 November with the remit to design an electricpowered air racer and is a joint RAeS/Air Race E/ LAA competition.
The closing date for entries is the end of November 2019. Register now by email at
conference@aerosociety.com and include your address, name of your team and team
members. Subject: Design Competition 2019
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Conference speakers included Dr Bill Brooks talking about his FlyCycle, a combined SSDR
and tricycle machine; designer Mike Whittaker whose most recent design is the MW9 Plank

MW9 Plank (photo: Chris Gressham)

and Martyn Ingleton talking about his SSDR Hawker Hurricane.
Also speaking were:
Oliver Gibbs on WIngsuit flying: Experience and Technology;
Ian Currer on Skywalking & Foot-launched Flight;
David Stanbridge on the Use of X-Plane for Light Aircraft Design and
Norman Wijker on Volts & VTOLS to develop a VTOL Hybrid Electric BizJet.
THE RAeS HISTORICAL GROUP
The Historical Group exists to provide a focus within the RAeS for the study and discussion of
aerospace history, and to contribute on behalf of the Society to wider activities in this field, both
in the UK and internationally and organises several lectures and discussion evenings at RAeS
Headquarters each year which everyone is welcome to attend.

RAeS LECTURES
All RAeS Lectures are free to attend for RAeS members. To reserve your place send your name
and contact details to conference@aerosociety.com or click on 'book now' for the RAeS Event
https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar you wish to attend and log in to your profile or
create a user account.
December lectures include: 13th: The AVRO Shackleton from the Navigator's Perspective: Air
Commodore Bill Tyack CBE FRAeS, 18.30-21.00 at Cobham Lecture Theatre, Bournemouth
University Talbot Campus, Fern Barrow, Poole, BH12 5BB. All welcome, £2 donation requested
from non-members.
January 2019 lectures include: 9th: Operation Agila - Rhodesia 1979-80: A look at RAF Activity
during Operation Agila from an aircrew perspective: Wg Cdr (ret'd) Paul Shepherd. 9th January
18.45 at The Montgomery Theatre, Joint Services Command Staff College, The Defence
Academy of the United Kingdom, Farringdon Road, Shrivenham, Wiltshire, SN6 8LA. Guests
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must register with the branch not less than 5 working days prior to the event when some details
will be required for MOD security.
16th: Aircraft Systems Testing at Bombardier Final Assembly Line: Mr Nikolaos Vlachos of
Bombardier Aircraft. 18.30 at University of South Wales, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd, CF37
1DL.
February lectures include: 5th: Air Race 1 – Air Race E: Exciting developments: Jeff Zaltman,
CEO, Business Developer and Entrepreneur, Air Race 1. 18.00-19.00 Royal Aeronautical
Society Headquarters, No.4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ
20th: The view from my office: How to become a commercial airline pilot: Tom Dalton, First
Officer, Virgin Atlantic Airways. 19.00-20.30,Cardiff & Vale Colleges – ICAT, Cardiff Airport
Business Park, Cardiff Airport,Rhoose , Barry, CF62 3DP.
27th: Human Powered Flight Lecture 2019 18.00 at Royal Aeronautical Society Headquarters,
No.4 Hamilton Place, London, W1J 7BQ
March lectures include: 28th: Keys Don't Float: everything you need to know about float plane
flying: Bryan Pill. 19.30 at Cobham Lecture Theatre, Bournemouth University Talbot Campus,
Fern Barrow, Poole, BH12 5BB.
April lectures include: 3rd Structures for Electronic and Electric Hybrid Aircraft: one-day
conference will address some of the issues confronting structural engineers in designing this
new generation of aircraft. 09.00-17.00 Queen Mary University of London, Mile End Road,
London, E1 4NS
25th: A Day in the Life of a Cold War Sea Vixen Pilot: Kim Sharman MRAeS. 19.30 Barnes
Lecture Theatre, Bournemouth University Talbot Campus, Fern Barrow, Poole, BH12 5BB
For details of al RAeS lectures, conferences and events:
https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar/
You can also catch-up on past lectures and events via the RAeS Video and Audio Archive
https://www.aerosociety.com/events/catch-up-on-events/video-audio-archive/
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https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk

The Royal Air Force Museum takes an innovative approach while keeping with tradition and
is Britain’s only national museum dedicated wholly to aviation.
The London museum is situated on what used to be RAF Hendon and holds over 95 aircraft
in four themed aircraft halls. The museum at Cosford, acknowledged as one of the leading
public attractions in the Midlands, displays over 70 aircraft and is home to the National Cold
War Exhibition. This exhibition focuses on the Cold War story from national, international,
cultural and social/political perspectives.
Entrance is free with charges for some selected exhibition areas. Car parking changes may
apply.
November – February: 10:00am - 5:00pm last entry 4:30pm. From March 10:00am - 6:00pm
last entry 5:30pm
CENTENARY OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE
For more information about the RAF Museum’s RAF Centenary Programme and their
calendar of events visit www.rafmuseum.org

MUSEUM NEWS
RAF MUSEUM COSFORD
The RAF Museum at Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP, is open daily from 10am and
entry is free of charge. For more information visit: www.rafmuseum.org/cosford 01902
376200

COSFORD NEWS
Until 28th February 2019 you can see an exhibition, Cosford at 80, which looks at the history
of some of the units that are currently based at RAF Cosford (No 1 Radio School, the
Defence School of Photography and the RAF School of Physical Training). It also includes
less well known elements of RAF Cosford’s history such Operation EXODUS (the
repatriation of military personnel from prisoner of war camps across Europe and the Far
East).
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During the Second World War some 2,700 Spitfires were assembled at Cosford and the
serial numbers of these aircraft have been captured and displayed in a Spitfire image by a
small team of personnel from RAF Cosford.

MUSEUM SLEEPOVERS
Date: 13 April & 11 May 2019
Cost: £35 per child / £5 per adult

Time: 6.30pm to 10am the following day

Get your sleeping bags at the ready…..it’s chocks away for the 2019 ‘Pillows and Pilots’
sleepovers at the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford. Youngsters are being offered the
exclusive opportunity to set up camp in the Museum’s National Cold War Exhibition, where
they will sleep amongst the planes, tanks and missiles! Suitable for youth groups aged 7-15
years, the night at the Museum will be packed with plenty of fun interactive activities. There
are 16 spaces available for each sleepover.
Following the evenings activities, attendees will take-off to the auditorium to watch a fun
movie, before settling down for the night nestled amongst the historic aircraft. Everyone will
be provided with a ‘Pillows and Pilot’ colouring and activity pack, so there won’t be time to
get restless during the night if you’re wide awake and everyone else is sleeping!
A
continental breakfast will be served the following morning and youngsters will have early bird
access to the Museum Shop and Test Flight hangar including the Fun ‘n’ Flight interactive
area, with a 50% discount voucher for a ride on the 4D Experience.
see www.rafmuseum.org/cosford for more details and to make a booking.
RAF STORIES: THE FIRST 100 YEARS 1918-2018
This display showcases the diversity and history of the RAF through the use of personal
stories and a collection of previously unseen artefacts. It has also been carefully designed to
offer a compelling snapshot of the RAF’s principle roles.
Prepare: The RAF’s Red Arrows display team represent the pinnacle of the services training
and ethos. A Red Arrows pilots’ flying suit and distinctively marked helmet feature as part of
the display.
Attack: A selection of objects illustrating the RAF’s attack role ranging from an early aerial
reconnaissance camera to an arming key for a nuclear bomb are now on show.

Defend: The Battle of Britain in 1940, which tested the RAF’s defensive abilities to the limit,
is represented in the display including rare and unique artefacts.
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Support: Featured in the display will be the story of a ground crewman Antony Ford who
served on the Operation Bushel famine relief effort in Ethiopia in 1984-85, as well as a
helicopter winch operator’s rescue strop and an air-to-air refuelling.
Some of the more unusual items include rock blown from the Mohne Dam during the
renowned Dambusters raid of 1943, a set of wire cutters smuggled into a POW camp,
contents from a Christmas gift box given to personnel serving in Iraq in 2004, and a
parachute release handle used by a pilot to escape his crashing Hurricane during the Battle
of Britain.

RAF MUSEUM COSFORD EVENTS
In the National Cold War Exhibition look out for the life size Russian dolls and for those
with a head for heights, take the lift to the high level viewing gallery and look down at the
mighty Belfast Transporter.
In Hangar 1, you will find the 1:1 scale Airfix Spitfire as featured on the James May Toy
Stories series shown on BBC2, complete with a model pilot.
Paintings on the First World War are the latest display in the art gallery and are available to
purchase.
Lucky charms were often used during wartime. The danger and stress of operational life
tended to encourage belief in a favourite mascot. They helped to maintain morale and give
aircrews the courage and confidence to face each operation.

Even highly experienced aircrew had their own lucky mascots, showing that they knew skill
alone was not enough to ensure their well-being. The display at RAF Museum Cosford
features a selection of lucky charms and mascots from their collection from traditional good
luck items such as a rabbit's foot or medal of Saint Christopher (the patron saint of travellers)
to more mundane objects with a special meaning to the individual - a coin given by a
relative, a girlfriend's silk stocking or a stuffed toy.
The War in the Air display includes British, German and Japanese aircraft, all with an
important place in the development of military aviation.

Admission charges apply for some events and activities. Events may be subject to change
and additional events may be added during the year, please visit the Museum website
www.rafmuseum.org/cosford for more details or call For further information on RAF
COSFORD MUSEUMs 2018 events, please visit the Museum’s website
www.rafmuseum.org/cosford or call 01902 376200.
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RAF MUSEUM HENDON
The RAF Museum at Hendon, Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL is open daily from
10am and entry is free of charge. For more information visit: london@rafmuseum.org 0208
205 2266

HENDON NEWS
Three new innovative galleries explore the first 100 years of the RAF, its roles today and
invite you to imagine its future contribution to technology. A new grassed 'airfield' landscape
reflects the heritage of our site as The London Aerodrome and RAF Hendon. For those with
young aviators there is a new themed outdoor play area.

RAF MUSEUM AWARDED FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH
Barnet Council has awarded the Freedom of the Borough to the RAF Museum to celebrate
its diligent preservation of the proud history of our nation’s 100-year-old Royal Air Force. The
RAF marked its centenary in April 2018 and its station which operated as RAF Hendon –
which is today part of the borough of Barnet – was globally known as the home of the RAF.
The Worshipful Mayor of Barnet, Councillor Reuben Thompstone, said: “This museum is a
wonderful place, with fantastic exhibits. The awarding of the Freedom of the Borough to an
organisation is the highest honour that we can bestow. It recognises the close and sustained
relationship between our borough and the museum over many years. I am privileged and
honoured to help us celebrate that.”
The RAF Museum opened on the site of the former Hendon Aerodrome – which is today
based in the London Borough of Barnet – in 1972. The Royal Naval Air Service had taken
over Hendon Aerodrome in 1916. It was brought together with the Royal Flying Corps to
become the Royal Air Force in April 1918. The annual RAF air show at Hendon ran from
1920 to 1957, and was only interrupted by World War Two. Between 1920 and 1925, the
crowds attending grew from 40,000 to more than 200,000. Today, the RAF Museum, which
is free to enter, attracts more than 450,000 visitors every year.
Maggie Appleton, RAF Museum CEO, said: “On behalf of our trustees, staff, volunteers and
visitors I am incredibly proud that the London Borough of Barnet has awarded the RAF
Museum the Honorary Freedom of the Borough. Receiving this honour is the perfect way to
end a fabulous year which has seen the Museum transform to celebrate and commemorate
100 years of the Royal Air Force.

The historic grounds on which we stand have in one form or another attracted people to the
borough for over 100 years. To the air shows when it was the London Aerodrome, to RAF
Hendon in defence of the nation and finally, to the Museum since we opened in 1972.
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Through sharing the stories of the Royal Air Force, we look forward to a future which brings
even more people and opportunities to this great borough and where our role as both a
community resource and a national museum grow and strengthen together.”

HERE ARE JUST SOME OF THE THINGS YOU CAN SEE AND DO
AT THE HENDON RAF MUSEUM
A brand-new art exhibition by Bev Tosh which shares the stories and experiences of war
brides during the Second World War

War Brides: One-Way Passage
3 October 2018 - 15 September 2019

Entrance: FREE

Global conflict and the mobilization of troops during World War II brought couples together
who would never have met in that era. Although marriage was discouraged by the military,
tens of thousands of locals married foreign nationals on active duty. Couples met on the
dance floor, on air bases, blind dates, in queues, hospitals or air raid shelters. For war
brides, a new husband meant a new country.

“One-Way Passage” is a portrait of the artist’s mother Dorothy as a young war bride who
emigrated from her native Canada to New Zealand. The portrait includes the names of ships
on which many war brides had travelled.
Artist Bev Tosh is the daughter of a Royal New Zealand Air Force pilot and his Canadian war
bride. Her works portray war brides of airmen stationed on Royal Air Force bases in the UK
during WWII and Canadian brides of ‘flyboys’ from England, Australia and New Zealand
trained in Canada. Collectively these portraits and stories speak across continents and
generations of an extraordinary post-war emigration of women who made a leap of faith for
the love of an airman.
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Artist Bev Tosh says “This display is poignant and personal. My mother’s portrait stands
shoulder to shoulder with 39 others who lived parallel lives as war brides of aircrew.” Her
father was stationed at RAF Bicester, Oxfordshire.
War Brides: One-Way Passage, is a fascinating exhibition which interweaves personal,
social, historical and artistic elements. All the art is based directly on primary sources
including hundreds of personal interviews, photographs, letters, personal memorabilia and
period artifacts. While the experiences of women are often overshadowed in the historical
record, Bev Tosh shines a spotlight on ordinary women in extraordinary times.

HANGAR 1
Houses two new interactive exhibitions that explore the first 100 years of the RAF and its
roles today and invites you to imagine its future contribution and technology.
Opportunities to get hands-on include:
 Try on an RAF uniform
 Sensory areas include tactile models of aircraft and other objects, iconic RAF smells
and sounds
 Could you have been a Women’s Royal Air Force Plotter? Set plots on an interactive
Second World War operations room table
 Explore Sir Frank Whittle’s innovative Power Jets engine on an interactive screen
 Test yourself: test your reaction timing; test your multi-tasking skills; work together on
an engineering challenge
 Learn how to fly a Gnat in a simulator
 Take the pilot’s seat in the Simulator Zone (charge applies)
 Fix a Sea King (under 5s experience): refuel, fix bolts and turn propellers
 Sit in a miniature plane (under 5s experience): DH9A, Spitfire, Gnat and Sea King.

Hangar 2
Discover the vital work of the service men and women on the ground as well as the changing
roles of those in the air as the essential use of 'eyes in the sky' for reconnaissance was
complemented by the introduction of new technologies for bombing and fighting high above
the ground.
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Many personal artefacts including medals, letters and uniforms are displayed alongside the
finest collection of First World War aircraft bringing both moving and inspiring stories to life –
and ensuring that the bravery and sacrifice of these aviation pioneers will never be forgotten.

Hangars 3, 4 and 5

War in the Air 1918–1980: Discover the aircraft of the Battle of Britain alongside
extraordinary bombers, seaplanes, trainers and helicopters.
The Battle of Britain: The important role of fighter pilots and the many who support them on
the ground was perhaps best demonstrated during the Battle of Britain in 1940, ‘Their Finest
Hour’, when the German Luftwaffe was repelled. In one two-week period 295 Hurricanes and
Spitfires were lost, 171 were badly damaged and 231 pilots were killed or wounded.
Discover the ‘Fighter Four’ – a Battle of Britain Supermarine Spitfire Mk 1A, Hawker
Hurricane Mk 1, Messerschmitt Bf109E-4/B ‘Emil’, Fiat CR42 Falco (Falcon).

Bomber Command: During the Second World War, the RAF carried out an extensive
strategic bombing campaign against targets throughout Europe.
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HANGAR 4
Helicopters are not forgotten as some early auto-giros to the modern helicopters are in
Hangar 4 including the Westland Belvedere HC Mk 1 H4 which was the RAF’s first twinengine, twin-rotor helicopter.
Nor are the RAF aircraft needed to spend long periods over water to survey and protect the
UK's coastal areas and coordinating rescue missions in dangerous seas. The Supermarine
Stranraer in Hangar 4 was one of the world’s last biplane flying boats.

HANGAR 5
The North American P-51D Mustang, possibly one of the best fighter aircraft in the world and
the versatile de Havilland Mosquito, nicknamed ‘The Wooden Wonder’, which was used by
the Pathfinder Force to help mark targets in Germany and certainly the most successful
heavy bomber used by Bomber Command, the Lancaster.

HANGAR 6

For the last forty years the Royal Air Force has been in constant deployment, whether
assisting our allies abroad or providing humanitarian aid across the globe and in Hangar you
can examine the RAF’s recent history from the Falklands Conflict to the modern day. Explore
personal stories through film, audio, images and text and have the opportunity to get handson.

To help young visitors who have autism prepare for and get maximum enjoyment from
their visit to RAF Hendon they have prepared an autism friendly aircraft trail which may be
downloaded
free
of
charge
from
their
website
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/documents/ALD-London/aircraft_checklist_2017.pdf
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GASCo
www.gasco.org.uk
The General Aviation Safety Committee was formed as a result of a meeting of the Conference
of General Aviation Organisations held on 4th September 1964, under the Chairmanship of the
late Air Chief Marshal, the Earl of Bandon GBE, CB, CVO, DSO.

FORTHCOMING GASCo SAFETY PRESENTATION EVENINGS
GASCo’s 2018-19 safety presentation is “Aware Today, Alive Tomorrow” and addresses
maintaining situational awareness, the use of threat and error management to prevent loss of
control accidents, mid-air collisions and airspace infringements. All of this will be served up by
the GASCo Regional Safety Officers in a non-preaching manner accompanied by the usual
thought provoking facts and figures interspersed with relevant video clips. In addition to the
traditional pack of information there is a printed copy of The Sky Way Code.
If your club or organisation would like to host an evening (or afternoon) between 1st October
2018 and 30th April 2019 just telephone 01634 200203 or e-mail Penny penny.gould@gen-avsafety.demon.co.uk to start the ball rolling.
For a list of current venues and dates: https://www.gasco.org.uk/events/safety-evenings

FLIGHT SAFETY EXTRA
Flight Safety Extra complements GASCo's magazine Flight Safety and is another channel by
which GASCo hopes to get flight safety information to you in a convenient way and contains
many valuable sources of flight safety information.
To receive GASCo’s free Flight Safety extra e-newsletter each month contact the GASCo Office
01634 200203 or email penny.gould@gen-av-safety.demon.co.uk

Please see GASCo’s website for up to date information: www.gasco.org.uk
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http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

The VAC may be of interest to RAeC members who fly older aircraft types and aim of the
Vintage Aircraft Club is to provide a focal body for owners, pilots and enthusiasts of vintage
and classic light aircraft by arranging fly-ins and other events as well as publishing a
magazine called “Vintage and Classic”.

NEWS
Jon Hartle, from Worcestershire, was nominated at the 2018 LAA Rally at Sywell and is the
third recipient of this annual award, which was set up in 2015 by the Liz Inwood Trust with
the VAC in memory of Liz Inwood.
Liz Inwood originally trained as an artist and was a passionate aviatrix and flying instructor
who amassed over 1000 hours of flying aircraft such as the de Havilland Tiger Moth and
Hornet Moth. She was an inspiration to many fledgling pilots and was particularly
enthusiastic about vintage flying.
This year’s scholarship was launched at the end of May and applicants were required to
have 100 hours PPL and to be 35 years old or younger. Jon Hartle has 130 hours and has
already added a Night Rating and Instrument Rating to his license.

Jon being presented with his award by Anne Hughes (photo Steve Slater)
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Jon says, “I am deeply honoured and privileged to be awarded the ‘Liz Inwood’ scholarship
for 2018. Having been interested in aviation since a very early age, through my father
working within the industry, the goal of becoming a pilot never left me and I gained my
licence in 2015 at Wellesbourne airfield.
“I applied for the scholarship because I always wanted to fulfil my ambitions to the very best
of my ability and to give back the things others have shown me. This scholarship is keeping
alive the memory of Liz Inwood and to be able to keep that going, and to be able to
showcase what it means, is truly special.
The VAC is a wonderful, friendly and knowledgeable club, and I’m very proud to be a
member.’’
Each year the selection panel will chose one pilot out of the many applicants. All the details
of the scholarship are on the VAC website at www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

My thanks to Anne Hughes, VAC Chairman, for the following report:We are very fortunate as a club in being invited as guests to many fly-ins during the Summer
months so, when the weather permitted, our members have been flying into venues across
the UK. Our Club programme of planned events now stretches deep into 2019, when we will
be celebrating 55 years of the VAC, and all details can be seen on our website.
Our September Fly-In at Turweston again attracted the somewhat damper conditions that
have limited our members’ flights on occasions this year. However, the day, as always, was
supported by a ground event which included a ‘set-up’ pre-flight check and aircraft
identification puzzles and films. We were also pleased to see our merchandise on sale along
with aviation books, courtesy of Tim Crowe.

The AGM in October at Wellesbourne was landmark meeting in the history of the VAC.
Members voted to agree the transition of club administration from VAC Limited to Vintage
Aircraft Club. The club had been a limited company since 1993 but, owing to changes in the
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law and the club now being a member club of the Light Aircraft Association, it was decided
the time was right to dissolve the VAC Limited and adopt a new constitution. Now the
membership stands at over 330 and is increasing on a regular basis we are pleased to look
into a very promising future for the VAC.

We also spent an enjoyable afternoon choosing photos of VAC members’ aircraft for our
2019 calendar. The calendars will be available in December and details will be on our
website. www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk A truly vintage publication!

We look forward to seeing you at our events and one you might want to highlight is the
“VAC Poetry and Nostalgia Evening” around the fireside at White Waltham Airfield on
16th January with Steve Slater, Anne Hughes and friends.
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES
YOUTH IN AVIATION
Youth in Aviation is a collaboration of the non-profit, charitable and educational organisations
involved in enabling young people from all backgrounds to experience aviation and aerospace
inspiring the next generation. There are 16 organisations involved including YES, RAF Cadets,
Scouts; the Air League, Young Air Pilots, the BGA, RAF Museums, the RAeS, Brooklands
Museum all working together aiming to further the opportunities and access to aviation and
aerospace activities and providing over £300,000 of scholarships and bursaries each year.
The General Aviation Awareness Council have educational information for school and many of
their members offer special facilities from visits to local airfields and pleasure flights to arranging for
helicopter visits to school sports field.
See http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress

'TINKERING FOR LEARNING' https://seerih-innovations.org/tinkering4learning
Christ the King Roman Catholic Primary School under Headteacher Nichola Potts, was asked to part
of a Manchester University study called Tinker Tailor Robot Pi which focused on how 'tinkering for
learning' can act as a signature pedagogy of engineering in primary schools. The school uses the
Engineering Habits of Mind cited in this study as their whole school philosophy and it permeates
through every subject area. They have fully embraced this style of pedagogy for a number of years
and their work is included in two reports. “Learning to be an engineer: the role of school
leadership” by Professor Bill Lucas and Dr Janet Hanson www.raeng.org.uk/ehom-leadership and
“Learning to teach engineering in the primary and KS3 classroom” by Dr Lynne Bianchi and
Dr Jon Chippindall www.raeng.org.uk/tinkering
The school’s work is constantly evolving and they have many links around the country and have
presented their findings to the Royal Academy of Engineers and the Comino Foundation on
numerous occasions and working extremely closely with the University of Manchester. Dr Bianchi
highlighted the school to the BBC as part of the launch of the two reports below. And hey-ho!
By taking these principles and creating resources mapped to the mainstream curricula of computer
science and science and design technology, they turn the concept of ‘tinkering for learning’ into a
practical guide to grow a practice of engineering education. The seven principles are:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Pupils are engaged in purposeful practical problem solving
Pupils take ownership of the design and make process
Pupils embrace and learn from failure
Pupils’ curiosity and creativity is responded to
Pupils demonstrate mastery from other curriculum areas
Pupils draw on a range of thinking skills and personal capabilities
Pupils’ learning experiences are guided by a whole-school approach

YOUTH BUILD-A-PLANES PROJECTS
A 3/4 Scale Fokker Eindecker kit purchased from Grass Strip Aviation in the Cotswolds is being built
by Saint Ronan's Primary School in Hawkhurst, Kent. Led by Will Bennett this is still the first (and
only) UK primary school building a Build-a-Plane project.
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Replica Fokker Eindecker (photo: Steve Kimpton)

It was displayed at this year’s Farnborough Air Show on the LAA stand and fund raising is on-going
to complete the build of this SSDR (Single Seat De-Regulated) which is not over-seen by either the
BMAA or LAA from an Engineering perspective.

THE 35X KNOWN YOUTH BUILD-A-PLANES AS OF NOVEMBER 2018

35x known UK Youth Build-a-Plane Projects

(Nov 2018)

Build Breakdown
Grand-Daddy (1x)
YES (7x)
BMAA (3x)
Coleg Gwent (1x)
NSSA (1x)
RAeS/Boeing (6x)
High Flyers (1x)
Boeing/RAF/Air
League (1x)
Airwaves Portrush (1x)
Metal Seagulls (1x)
Aerobility (1x)
Sheffield (1x)
RIN (1x)

BAP4

SBAP4
SBAP5
SBAP6

BMA1

BMA3
BAP6
BAP1

SBAP2
SBAP3

BAP5
SBAP1

ASK (1x)
LAA (1x)
Vulcan (1x)
ASP (3x)
Others (3x)

B
A

BAP7

BMA2

BAP2

BAP3

C
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BMAA HORIZONS PROJECT
The Horizon Project, organised by BMAA’s Terry Viner, is a build-a-plane scheme for schools and
provides a school with a comprehensive kit of parts to build a two seat microlight aircraft. On
completion the aircraft is test flown by a fully qualified Test Pilot. After the test flight the aircraft will
be sold to provide funds for another New Horizons build-a- plane project.
Benenden Girls School in Kent has already completed and was reported on in the RAeC
Newsletter (May 2018:BMAA & Youth sections) and their Sherwood Ranger aircraft sold under this
worthwhile project to fund another build.
Blaenau Gwent Learning Zone, Coleg Gwent in Ebbw Vale originally was due to get one of the
Skyranger Swift kits from the BMAA in 2016. However, the school instead decided on an extended
4-year aircraft build and have opted to build a Piper Cub aircraft.
North Suffolk Skills Academy, Bungay High School, North Suffolk. A Sherwood Ranger kit, with
support from British Aerospace and RAF Marham was open to any student attending NSSA on its
the BTEC Level 2 & 3 Aero Engineering courses. 25 students participated in the project assisted by
staff from BAeS and service personnel from RAF Marham and ex-service personnel working at a
local aircraft museum has resulted in 5 students working at BAeS on both Technician and Licensed
Engineer apprenticeships; others have used their qualifications in the Army and RAF, the water and
steel fabrication industry and 1 taken on by McLaren Racing. However, the incomplete aircraft was
sold off when NSSA was closed later year.
For more information about the New Horizons project: https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/newhorizons
SOME YOUTH BUILD A PLANE PROJECTS
“STEM HIGH FLYERS” PROJECT
The build crew at North East Wolverhampton Academy (N.E.W. Academy) have been so inspired by
their Boeing/RAeSRans S6 SBAP project (G-NEWA), that they are now forming a charity to raise
funds for a new Build-a-Plane project led by the former NEWA Project Manager Graham Harris with
type and exact build location, yet to be determined
NORTHERN IRELAND “AIR WAVES PORTRUSH” PROJECT
Launched at the Northern Ireland International Air Show last September this project, led by AVM
David Niven, the project will provide not only STEM, but transferrable skills such as teamwork,
project management, communication, time management etc.
OTHER BUILD A PLANE PROJECTS IN THE PLANNING STAGES
Southend: sponsored by the local Council; Stow Maries: under discussion; The KernowChough:
Bodmin, Cornwall. (The Cornish name for Cornwall and Chough is Cornwalls ‘national’ bird).

THE GREAT UK YOUTH ROCKETRY CHALLENGE 2019
Registrations for UKROC 2019 are now open at https://www.ukayroc.org.uk/why-enter
This Rocketry Challenge is a great opportunity for young people aged 11 – 18. Not only is it free to
enter and it’s fun! Teams only need to cover the cost of the rocket build and associated equipment
(approx. £200-£300).
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The challenge is an extension to what students are already learning in Science, Technology and
Maths, but in an interactive engaging way and also a great way for young people to gain hands-on
engineering and presentation skills counts towards other extra-curricular activities such as the Duke
of Edinburgh Awards.

2018 UK Winners at Farnborough International Airshow with astronauts Tim Peake and Don McMonagle

2018 winners
1 place: Tonbridge School, Kent (Rocketon)
2nd place: Sweyne Park School, Essex (The Canary Wharf Project)
3rd place: Abbeyfield School, Chippenham (Altran JEP Propelled
st

The 2019 winning UK team will receive a paid-for trip to the 2019 International Paris Airshow to
compete against the winning teams from America, France and Japan as well as having an
opportunity to meet with industry aviation, space leaders and experts.
Cash prizes, certificates and awards for winning teams and their associated youth group or school.
For more information: https://www.ukayroc.org.uk/

YES

http://yesflyers.org.uk/

Youth & Education Support (YES is a LAA Strut) has been encouraging youngsters into aviation for
many years now. After some long associations where Sywell Scouts have been involved there are
some budding pilots lined up. Ellie Doak the Sywell Scout Leader asked YES if it would be possible
to award log books to these deserving youngsters.
Pooleys were contacted and a YES logo was put on the log books and the presentations were
recently made at the Scouts Sywell HQ.
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The photo shows Capt Stewart Luck, Chairman of YES along with the recipients

5% discount from Pooleys AND help YES (LAA’s Youth & Education Support)
If you are ordering any flight equipment from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com especially this
Christmas, by using the promotional code YES at the checkout you will be helping to support the
work that YES (Youth & Education Support) is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount
off your orders.

Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association,
and more commonly abbreviated to YES, works together with LAA Clubs, leading industry
companies, local education authorities, schools and universities and many others to educate,
encourage and inspire young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with aviation,
through: Aircraft building projects (YES Build-a-Plane)
 Training in meteorology, navigation and airmanship
 Exhibits and activities for young people at aviation shows
 Arranging talks and practical activity sessions for schools and youth groups
 Arranging aviation activity days for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers, Girl Guides and
others
 Production and demonstration of training equipment for navigation and radio communications
 Maintaining an independent web-based aviation information centre for youngsters, and
 Providing guidance on a future career in the varied world of aviation.
YES are a group of aviation enthusiasts and pilots who organise and support events to help
youngsters develop an interest in flying and get them into the air.

THE AIR LEAGUE
The Air League has an App for young people to find out more about careers in aviation
http://www.airleague.co.uk/youthinaviation
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CADET SCHEMES
There are many opportunities and the majority of gliding clubs in the UK offer cadet schemes. These
schemes offer lower flying rates and sometime FREE flying in return for assisting with daily club
operations. Contact your nearest gliding club for details
If you are an Air Cadet additional funding is also available to you via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk for details.

‘NAVIGATE TO THE LINE’ COMPETITION
This new competition, ‘Navigate To The Line’ involves secondary school students in Year 8 / S2 in
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland in the design of a remote controlled, micro:bit
enabled aerostat - a 'lighter than air' craft.
Using two 3 foot/900mm helium balloons on a spar which can lift approx. 300g of mass, teams of 6
to 8 students must develop their own design approaches to mount up to four small electric drone
motors to enable their lighter than air craft to steer and change altitude. With micro:bit radio
communications and a competition PCB that enables multiple drone motors and servos to be
controlled by simple code blocks, students must tackle a series of challenges at an in-school
competition to accrue points to progress towards regional and national finals.
Schools that progress to a regional final level will be presented new ‘challenges of the day’ which
they must solve within 3 hours. This may involve integrating sensors or making the craft perform a
series of autonomous or semi-autonomous tasks.
Activities and Challenges include:
• Air Race: using the rules laid down by the FIA for drone racing, teams must
compete to complete three laps of a figure of eight race course in the fastest time.
•
Target Lander: teams must land and take off their craft closest to the centre of
ten targets on the ground in the shortest possible time

• Assault Course: over and under bars between badminton net posts and
through hoops for points – it’s just like a dog agility show but in slow motion!
• Air Battle: with a felt tip pen mounted in front and an A4 piece of paper
suspended from the back, the first craft to mark their opponent’s paper, wins!
For further information:
https://www.dendrite.me/community/view/communityid/5af9994708d73460bd0ebc92#
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