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Patrick Naegeli our retiring RAeC Chairman
Welcome to another issue of the RAeC newsletter. Judith Wordsworth has been our Editor
for just under a year and, in that time, has transformed the range of items that we now report
on. In so doing, she has brought home to a great many people just how wide and diverse a
range of things UK air sports people get up to. I am sure that you will take a great deal that’s
new and of interest from this issue.
And there has been a great deal going on. Of course, with the abundance of fine weather
that we have had this summer there will have been plenty of remarkable things being done
in the air. I will not even attempt to try and pre-empt the rest of the newsletter’s contents, but
I will highlight a couple of things of particular note that have been going on otherwise.
Earlier this year, I mentioned that David Roberts, my predecessor as RAeC Chairman, had
retired as President of Europe Air Sports and so was capping many years of selfless service
to UK and international air sports. Just a few short days before writing, word came through
that David has been awarded the highly prestigious Silver Medal of the FAI in recognition of
his work. Only one such medal is ever awarded in any one year and it recognises
international service of the highest order. I cannot tell you how delighted I and many others
will be at this news.
David was also honoured at this year’s RAeC Awards ceremony. He was among a number
of people that were recognised by the Club for their significant contributions to UK air sports
and general aviation. Prince Andrew, RAeC President, was our guest of honour and
personally passed across awards to every one of the recipients making the evening
particularly special for them and their friends and families that were there with them.
Listening to the nominations, there can be no doubt that UK air sports benefits from the most
committed and expert volunteers that support the most talented and adventurous aviators.
Both these facts make me optimistic about the future of UK air sports despite the great many
pressures that we face.
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I would like to end a personal note. This is my final column as Chairman of the Royal Aero
Club. It has been my great privilege to serve the Club and its members in that role for six
years. But all good things must come to an end and it is time to pass the mantle on. I retire
greatly enriched by the experience and firmly convinced that the RAeC has as important a
role to play in support of air sports in the future as it has had over the last 117 years. My
successor will be chosen by the RAeC Council at the next AGM. I am certain that they will
enjoy their time in the role as much as I have.

I first got to properly know the RAeC when, as Chairman of the British Gliding Association, I
joined the Council in 2006. This made me more aware of other areas of UK and international
sporting and recreational aviation; then, as Vice-Chairman from 2010 to 2012 and
subsequently Chairman, I learnt even more by becoming directly involved in the work of the
Club. My role has been made all the easier because of the great many people that work on
behalf of the club. As a consequence, I would like to sign off by expressing my deepest
thanks to David Phipps, RAeC Secretary, and the volunteers that work so hard on RAeC
subcommittees, the RAeC Trust and as the Club’s representatives on external bodies. Their
commitment will guarantee that the Club will continue to go from strength to strength –
something for which we should all be grateful.
Thank you, and happy aviating.
Patrick Naegeli
Retiring Chairman of The Royal Aero Club of Great Britain
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jude@royalaeroclub.uk

FROM YOUR EDITOR
My thanks to Paul Tallet and Mark at Progression Marketing for setting the front cover of this
Winter issue and to John Kelsall for permission to use his image of 3Rs Air Racer 31, Pilot
Geoffrey Boot and his Navigator Suzie Boot.
What a wonderful end of June and July we have had for aviating. Certainly makes up for the
beginning of the year.

A bit of right-hand descending deadside practice

I have had the privilege of being part of Project Propeller 2018, being interviewed by BBC
Midlands and being part of the British Forces TV and BBC Points West documentaries to
celebrate RAF100 and also having my first glider flight, thanks to recently retired RAeC
David Roberts and Aston Down club member (see BGA section in this Newsletter).
I know it takes time to get responses my emails and telephones calls requesting information,
competition results, future events, news and jpegs so where I have used information from
your websites, and other sources, I have taken that this will be with your blessing, with
photographs credited where known.
For future issues please email copy and jpegs (labelled please) to jude@royalaeroclub.uk

Judith
Editor
For further information on any items contained in this Newsletter, please contact the RAeC Office at
31 St Andrew’s Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE or on 0116 244 0182 or at secretary@royalaeroclub.org
Publication Dates: Autumn published mid-November (copy deadline 20th October); Winter published
mid-February 2019 (copy deadline 20th January 2019); Spring published mid-May (copy deadline20th
April); Summer published mid-August (copy deadline 20th July).
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http://royalaeroclub.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom (RAeC) is the national co-ordinating body for Air Sport
in the United Kingdom.
Today its principal roles is to co-ordinate, promote and protect all forms of recreational and
competitive air sport in the UK, represent UK air sport internationally and has a major role in setting
technical standards, negotiating with international official bodies and, in consultation with our
member organisations, appoint UK delegates to the various Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale (FAI) Commissions.

RAeC NEWS
RAeC 2018 MEDALS AND AWARDS PRESENTATION CEREMONY
This year’s Medals and Awards Presentation Ceremony was held on the 17th May at The RAF
Club, 128 Piccadilly in London’s West End. We thank Birmingham based Solicitors Howell & Co.
and Pooleys, for their sponsorship and support for our prestigious annual event.
The evening opened with welcoming drinks before HRH Prince Andrew, the Duke of York KG,
presented RAeC Awards and Medals to the deserving recipients. In jovial mood His Highness
exchanged quips and banter both with the recipients and with our Chairman Patrick Naegili.
His Royal Highness hadn’t waited long to comment on the weight of some of our silverware…
when holding The Britannia Trophy during Patrick’s winners citation he asked how long Patrick’s
speech would be. When Patrick grinned at him, the Duke of York promptly plonked the Trophy
down on the staging and was very relieved he said to see the Prince of Wales Cup was much
lighter! He also commented that Major Tim Peake was receiving his RAeC Gold Medal awarded in
2016 and this year’s FAI Yuri Gagarin Gold Medal at the same time to save postage.
There was a short discussion where and how Kev Atkinson and Tony Cronshaw would put their
framed Certificate of Merit, which got everyone chuckling as did Ian Gibson’s certificate
presentation, as some recipients had not attended luckily there was a couple spare, much to Dave
Phipps our General Secretary’s relief so Ian could be presented with his.
When it came to the presentation of the RAeC Bronze Medals Rob Hughes tried to persuade His
Royal Highness, as a fellow rotary aviator, to join the British Team.
The presentation ended with a few words from His Royal Highness about sports and recreational
aviation being constantly under assault from UK and/or European authorities and admired our
determination that airsports continue, to keep the interest going for future generations. He also
hoped that whilst airsports are to some extent dangerous, we do it as safely as possible and hopes
that we are allowed to keep doing it and raising the message as is an important heritage. He ended
with we should “…go forth and commit aviation as there is value in doing what we can do”.
Patrick thanked him for his support and time and congratulating all the recipients of RAeC Trophies
and Awards. Drinks and canapés then flowed, photos taken and people chatted with others to
congratulate them and catch up with old, and not so old, friends.
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2018 FAI AWARDS
Congratulations to all UK recipients of FAI Awards which go to

David Roberts: FAI Silver Medal

David Monks: Paul Tissandier Diploma

Nick and Jen Buckenham: Paul Tissandier Diploma
John Hitchen: Leonardo Da Vinci Diploma
John Jacomb: Frank Ehling Diploma
Gary Cooper & the Waterbird Team: Phoenix Group Diploma

Jeremy James: Gold Rotorcraft Medal
These will be awarded at the 112th FAI General Conference in October 2018 in Luxor, Egypt.
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OTHER NEWS & INFORMATION
STOLEN
Another six Rotax engines have been stolen during the night of June 7th from Clench Common
airfield in Wiltshire. 4 x 912’s and 2 x 912S’s plus are large number of tools.
PROJECT PEGASUS
The UK’s Border Force, the National Crime Agency and the Police have a nationwide campaign
Project Pegasus to increase vigilance in and around UK airfields.
If you see anything suspicious you can report it, anonymously by calling local Police on 101
quoting “Pegasus” or Crimestoppers 0800 555 11 or via www.crimestoppers-uk

DOWNLOAD THE UK LISTENING SQWARKS FOR SUMMER 2018
https://airspacesafety.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/SQUAWKandLARS_1JUN2018_A5.pdf
Any aircraft fitted with a Mode A/C or Mode S SSR transponder can use the codes. By entering the
relevant four-digit code into the transponder and listening to the published radio frequency, a pilot
signifies to air traffic control that they are actively monitoring radio transmissions on that frequency.

25 kHz FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENTS TO 8.33 KHZ CHANNELS
The CAA has prosecuted a GA pilot for landing without permission having failed to make contact
on the correct frequency. A full list of converted ground stations is available in the current version
of the AIP Supplement under AIP 8.33 Conversion Data on http://www.caa.co.uk/Generalaviation/Aircraft-ownership-and-maintenance/8-33-kHz-radios/

Check here for the latest information

http://www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/aip/vfrcharts/downloads/151659_8.33.pdf and
http://www.nats-uk.eadit.com/public/index.php%3Foption=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=11&Itemid=18.html

UNDER ATC? DON’T LAND WITHOUT CLEARENCE PERMISSION
The CAA is not looking kindly on pilots who land with clearance. David Harbottle has been fined
£3,600 plus £4,500 costs for doing just that at Coventry Airport in June 2017. If in doubt … GO
AROUND and CHECK you have the correct frequency set.
Ofcom TO ISSUE UK AIRCRAFT AND GROUND STATION RADIO LICENCES
The UK CAA and Ofcom will be working to achieve a smooth transition for radio licence
administration and issue. This is expected to happen sometime in November. Details and guidance
will be published shortly.

MICROLIGHTER AWARDED MBE IN QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
Flight Lieutenant Kat Janes has been recognised for her endeavours. See the BMAA Section in
this Newsletter for the full story.
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COMPETITION ENTERPRISE 2018
I was kindly invited by David Roberts to come and see a glider competition in action. Being one of
the SEP fraternity (non-SEP’s don’t all hiss and boo, lol) being without an engine is something only
to be dreaded and swiftly dealt with, so I headed south from Cheltenham to Aston Down to see this
year’s Competition Enterprise http://www.compenterprise.uk/ in action.

I had passed the airfield only the Saturday before, on my way back to Gloucestershire Airport at
3,500 feet in one of Bristol Aero Club’s PA28’s, and had spotted several gliders.
Competition Enterprise is a more than just a gliding competition it's an ethos and way of flying.
Conceived by Philip Wills in 1974, the approach is looking to maximise the most out of every
soaring day by making the best of all types of lift, exploring the countryside and generally
encourage an 'enterprising' approach to the day's flying.
Briefing was at 10.00 and then out to the runway where 38 gliders, some singles and some
doubles were lined up ready for the 5 aero-tow tugs with some self-launching gliders interspersed
amongst the gaggle, if that’s the correct word for a mass of gliders.

Your Editor walking back down the line (Photo: Mike Weston)

After they had all taken to the sky I was lucky enough to get my first glider flight, under the
instruction of Mike Weston, in one of Aston Down’s K21’s. I “had control” once the cable was
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released and did some general handling, turns to the left and right co-ordinating stick and ruddermuch more so than in an SEP and then we did some stalling.
First one went well, quite benign I thought as I recovered immediately the buffering started, then
into the second. Not quite the same result with my second stall as Mike wanted me to really hold
off the recovery… Buffering – then the nose went pointing straight up to the heavens, not the wing
drop I was expecting, followed by a violent 180 degrees nose down to the ground, which was
coming up rather fast. Stick forward to increase airspeed then thought “Oh S**t” and yelled to Mike
“You have control”! With a swift and slick un-stall of the wings and into a steep climbing turn we
then went into the circuit and landed with him chuckling.
But all in all though I thoroughly enjoyed my first, note the first Mr Roberts, glider flight and thank
you very much for the experience ☺

The

All

Party

Parliamentary

Group

(APPG)

is now well established
www.generalaviationappg.uk and intends to investigate the way that airspace changes are
processed by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) in the UK. The APPG believes that the Secretary of
State should have a power of call-in on all airspace change applications, not only those of national
importance.
Membership of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on General Aviation now includes 170
parliamentarians across both Houses of Parliament. Their mission is to help make the UK the best
country in the world for General Aviation. To find out more, visit www.GeneralAviationAPPG.uk
The new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) inserts two paragraphs recognising General
Aviation for the first time in planning terms. However, further changes, which would have prevented
new owners trying to close down airfields already active for decades, remain to be enacted.
Instead, ministers have however said they will work with the 172-strong parliamentary group to
provide protection through detailed Guidance, due to be published alongside the new NPPF later
this
year.
The
new
NPPF
is
available
for
download
from
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
728643/Revised_NPPF_2018.pdf
So don’t forget to educate your local MP ! Download the “All-Party Parliamentary Group on
General Aviation” Education Pack. Then contact your local MP and add your voice to the campaign
to keep your airfield open and thriving http://www.generalaviationappg.uk/new-lobby-pack/
The APPG has been instrumental in getting Defence Minister Tobias Ellwood MP to review plans to
sell 15 MOD airfields for housing. We wait to see what happens.

SOME GOOD NEWS ON GA AIRFIELDS
Blackpool Council is looking to secure £28.8m for the first stage of its Masterplan for the
Blackpool Airport Enterprise Zone. The Masterplan sets out the 25-year lifespan of Blackpool
Airport’s Enterprise Zone (BAEZ) status keeping the main 1869m R10/28 runway but looking likely
to lose the shorter R13/31.
The Redhill Aerodrome consultation on the definitive Local Plan is on-going but has ruled out the
site for a Garden Village and allocated it protective status as an Important Employment Site.
Wellesbourne Airfield is being compulsory purchased by Stratford-on-Avon District Council to
safeguard aviating activities there.
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See Is Your Airfield Under Threat in this Newsletter for more good news, some bad news and
current state of play for many GA airfields

THE GREAT UK YOUTH ROCKETRY CHALLENGE 2018
Teams placed in the National Final held at the BMFA National Centre in Buckminster were
1st Place:
2nd place:
3rd place:
4th place:
5th place:

Rocketon (Tonbridge School)
The Canary Wharf Project (Sweyne Park School)
Altran JEP Propelled (Abbeyfield School)
Ticking Time Bomb (2442 Squadron Air Training corp)
BEAST 2 (Boreatton Explorer Unit)

Rocketon from Tonbridge School competed in the International Finals at the Farnborough
International Air Show against teams from France, Japan and America.
Checkout the BMFA Section in this Newsletter to see who the International Winners were.

UK TO SET NEW WORLD PEDAL PLANE RECORD
SUNDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2018
BROOKLANDS MUSEUM AVIATION DAY
Andre Faehndrich of YES and Mark Willis, with the dis-assembled Pietenpol, will embark on
Monday 23rd July from Luton, flying Ryanair to Dublin then with Aer Lingus to Chicago-O’Hare, to
arrive at Oshkosh at 09:00 on the Wednesday to take part in the record attempt at 17:30 at EAA
Airventure 2018.

But the UK is aiming to host an event at this September’s Brooklands Museum Aviation Day.
If you want some more information or want to bring your pedal plane/s along to help achieve this,
YES already have some extra pedal planes in build to go with the Pietenpol, please get in touch
with the organiser of this heady UK record attempt. E-mail andre.faehndrich@ntlworld.com
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THE RAF 100 CELEBRATIONS
The RAF 100 Baton Relay completed a 100-day RAF associated 100 sites tour around the UK to
celebrate the centenary of the Royal Air Force. It was carried by many different willing volunteers
who have a connection to the RAF.

The relay started at the Royal Courts of Justice on 1 April 2018 and ended on 10 July on
Horseguards Parade and had been carried on a by boat along the River Thames by the RAF
Rowing Club, out of an aircraft by RAF Falcons as they parachuted down and even on horseback.
Checkout its journey here https://www.facebook.com/RAF-Baton-Relay-162078777795754/

IRISH AVIATION AUTHORITY REQUIRES CLASS 2 or LAPL MEDICALS
Some UK pilots have been flying into IAA airspace illegally without knowing about the removal in
April 2017 of the IAA’s acceptance of self-certified medicals for up to 28 days. The IAA did publish
this on their website but did not widely publicise their decision.
This has been more keenly felt by Northern Irish pilots. However, National Microlight Association of
Ireland Chairman Mark Dwyer is requesting G-reg pilots who have visited Ireland (Eire) to email
him at info@nmai.ie to say they have visited on a self-declaration and are now effectively banned.
He is lobbying the IAA to reverse their decision and Geoff Weighell, CEO of the British Microlight
Aircraft Association, is also in discussions with the IAA to support a reinstatement of the previous
exemption.
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RAF 100 FLYPAST 10TH JULY
The RAF 100 flypast on 10th July commenced, following a practice on 3rd July, with RAF aircraft
forming over the Wash, the North Sea, Southwold and Southend then routed via Swaffham,
Thetford and Colchester and down to London to overfly Buckingham Palace.

The aircraft then dispersed east and west over Kent, Surrey, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire.
Further flypasts took place at the Royal International Air Tattoo at RAF Fairford each day formingup over Shropshire and routing over Worcestershire and Gloucestershire before overflying RAF
Fairford and dispersing over Wiltshire.

Photos: RAF College Cranwell

Checkout the RAF Museum Section in this Newsletter to see some of the new exhibits on show
at Hendon. Among the new exhibits is the Sea King Prince William fly when a pilot with RAF
Valley; a state-of-the-art Gnat flight simulator; a Lockhead Martin F-35 Lightening stealth fighter
and you can digitally design your own aircraft and put it through its paces, as well as being able to
try on some RAF uniforms.
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New Exhibition at RAF Museum, Hendon (photo: Jude Wordsworth)

PROJECT PROPELLER 2018
This year I once again fell foul of the weather, after having booked one of Bristol Aero Club’s
PA28’s with fellow club member Rachel Grange, to fly 92 year old RAF veteran Joe Stanley and
his great grand-daughter Air Cadet Zoe Vickers to the reunion at Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green
Airport (EGBO). on 17 June 2018, like many other pilots I drove Joe and Zoe instead,
accompanied by Caroline Scott who interviewed both Joe and Zoe on our drive for The British
Forces Broadcasting Service, which provides radio and television programmes for Her Majesty's
Armed Forces and their dependents worldwide.
Joe served at Halfpenny Green, then RAF Bobbington during WW2 and was a Wireless
Operator/Air Gunner before spending 40 years working for GCHQ and was the foundation for BBC
Points West and Forces TV features which will be accessible on Sky 450, Virgin 277, Freestat 165,
Freeview/YouView 96 and BFBS TV 09 and should be screened shortly. I was also interviewed for
BBC Midllands news https://www.youtube.com/embed/0aEpPMxheVw?rel=0&autoplay=1

(L: Joe Stanley; R: “Rusty” Waughman)
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While at Project Propeller Joe met up with Flt Lt Russell “Rusty” Waughman who had volunteered
for the RAF in 1941 and after training in Canada qualified as a heavy bomber pilot. Joe had been
Rusty’s gunner instructor and they hadn’t met up since those days.
Project Propeller http://www.projectpropeller.org/PP/index.asp has been in existence for 20 years.
It is not a charity and, relying entirely on sponsorship and financial donations, has been organising
an annual reunion for ex-World War II aircrew to be held at an airfield location in the UK. WWII
RAF veterans were ferried to and from Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green Airport from all over the
UK and Ireland in light aircraft flown by volunteer pilots who fund fuel, aircraft (own or hired) and
their time, or by car if the weather is not conducive for some to fly. info@projectpropeller.org

Checkout the BMAA section in this Newsletter for reports by Kelly Thacker on the SSR Rally
at Enstone

and The Beneden School’s BMAA New Horizons scheme project.

DISTRESS SSR CODE 0030
The D&D information SSR code 0030 hand-out is available to download from:
https://www.raf.mod.uk/latccmilswanwick/rafcms/mediafiles/F529EAC1_932B_C3DD_1B040
990C100625C.pdf

NATS VFR CHARTS
These are continually being updated. Do subscribe to the NATS VFR Charts newsletter
services. This will then pop in to your email inbox each new amendment or addition as they come
into effect. What is more, it is absolutely FREE ☺ No excuse for any inadvertent infringement(s) of
danger zones etc. or incorrect RT frequencies as not marked on your new 2018 VFR chart.
www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/fwf-natsuk/public/user/account/register.faces
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BHPFC (BRITISH HUMAN POWERED FLYING CLUB) 2018
ICARUS CUP COMPETITION
14th – 22nd JULY SYWELL AERODROME, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
The aim of the BHPFC (British Human Powered Flying Club) is to promote human powered flight
both technically and as a sport; potentially at some time in the future an Olympic sport.
The week-long Icarus Cup at Sywell Aerodrome in Northamptonshire was a chance for pilots to
show off their pedalling and flying skills. Designed around a series of ten tasks and flying at a
seven-and-a-half metre maximum altitude, teams are rated on landing accuracy, unassisted takeoff performance, a 500m slalom course as well as the 'Jacobson figure of eight'.
First prize of £1,000 and the Icarus Cup was won by Team Aerocycle3 with a total of 10790 points
with second place going to Team Airglow (6943 points).
Niall Paterson scooped the Jacobson Prize for the first UK figure-of-eight flight in a human
powered aircraft. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5voorz8B98
For further information visit the BHPFC website at: http://www.bhpfc.org.uk and Facebook page
and watch the BBC’s report at https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-northamptonshire44908258/human-powered-planes-compete-in-sywell-aerodrome-tournament

FAI YOUNG AVIATION ARTISTS (6-17yrs) COMPETITION 2019
Entry has opened for the 2019 competition which has a theme titled ‘My Dream to Fly’.
Gold, Silver and Bronze FAI Medals will be awarded to the winners for three age categories (6-9,
10-13, 14-17 years old) following an FAI Jury decision in April 2019.
Check-out https://www.fai.org/fai-young-artists-contest for entry information and the LAA
Section in this Newsletter

UK AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
On 7 June 2018, the Government published a series of slides on the 'Framework for the future UKEU partnership' for transport, in which it sets out its desire to secure liberal aviation market access
arrangements. The UK Government does not want or expect a scenario in which the UK leaves the
EU without a deal. However, the Government has also publicly said that it has a duty to plan for the
unlikely scenario in which no mutually satisfactory deal can be reached.
The CAA welcomes the ambition for aviation - including exploring participation in EASA - set out on
7 June 2018. As a responsible regulator, the work that the UK CAA is undertaking in relation to EU
withdrawal includes plans for a potential non-negotiated withdrawal from the EU in March 2019.
Translating EU aviation law into UK law will require the CAA to take on new functions, some of
which are currently delivered by EASA. The CAA has started to implement plans to fulfil these
functions should they be needed following the UK’s departure from the EU.
For the CAA’s UK's exit from the EU read more on http://www.caa.co.uk/Our-work/About-us/EUexit/
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8.33kHz COMPLIANT RADIO FUNDING EXTENDED TO 30TH SEPTEMBER 2018
The EU 2017 funding scheme to encourage aircraft owners to install an 8.33kHz compliant radio
has been extended to 30th September 2018. The UK CAA has re-opened the 20% rebate scheme
on radio and associated equipment purchases. This also includes support for the purchase of
handheld units. http://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Aircraft-ownership-and-maintenance/8-33kHz-radios/
Details of hardware that can be claimed and the criteria that must be met are defined in CAP 1501.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&mode=detail&id=7715

25kHz AND 8.33 kHz FOR UK BALLOONISTS
A UK exemption for the UK Ballooning 25kHz frequency to be continued to be used has been
granted but only up to 31st December 2018. See CAA website www.caa.co.uk/Generalaviation/Aircraft-ownership-and-maintenance/8.33-kHzradios
See British Ballooning and
Airship Club section in this Newsletter for additional information for balloonists in UK airspace.

CAA & GASCo INFRINGEMENT AWARENESS COURSES
Pilots who infringe controlled or notified airspace may now be asked to attend one of these as part
of any licensing action taken by the CAA. GASCo will be responsible for delivering the courses at a
variety of locations around the UK as well as an on-line training package jointly developed by the
UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and the General Aviation Safety Council (GASCo).
https://www.gasco.org.uk/ The process that the CAA uses to deal with airspace infringements is
available at www.caa.co.uk/cap1404

REVISIONS TO THE AIR NAVIGATION ORDER
The paid-for use of selected aircraft operating on Permits to Fly has been agreed by the CAA and
will allow post-PPL training and self-fly hire to be allowed.
See http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/1271.pdf
“This is another significant step forward in the delivery of the project portfolio within the GA Change
Programme” says Mark Shortman, Policy Manager for the CAA’s General Aviation Unit and LAA
Chief Executive Steve Slater said “This move will potentially allow a new range of aircraft to be
made available to pilots who cannot, or who do not, wish to take on the full cost of ownership, while
owners of under-utilised aircraft may be able to offer their aircraft to others....there is also a major
future safety benefit in allowing pilots to train in their club or school environment in a type in which
they might in future wish to own, allowing a much safer type conversion process.”
Also see the LAA Section in this Newsletter

FLYING A UK REGISTERED AEROPLANE OR HELICOPTER?
The CAA has issued an exemption which will allow a pilot to fly a UK registered aeroplane or
helicopter with an EASA Certificate of Airworthiness or EASA Permit to Fly (with the privileges of a
LAPL) on their UK PPL or NPPL until 7th April 2019.
This allows pilots with a UK national license and a self-declared medical to continue to fly EASA
certificated aircraft as well as Annex 2 Permit to Fly types.
For more information https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1269.pdf
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CAA CONSULTATIONS
Your views are invited. Your views are important
UK AIRSPACE
The Government has tasked the CAA with preparing and maintaining a co-ordinated strategy and
plan for the use of UK airspace for air navigation up to 2040, including for the modernisation of the
use of such airspace. The Airspace Modernisation Strategy responds to that requirement and
supersedes and replaces the Future Airspace Strategy (FAS).
The CAA is asking you to respond to six questions and provide comments before 10 September
2018.
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/policy-development/draft-airspace-modernisationstrategy/

COMBAT AIR TRAINING AIRSPACE AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL
The Government committed the UK to increasing the number of combat aircraft that the MOD will
operate and confirmed the intention to buy 5th generation fast jets. To support this Governmentdirected expansion in military capability, there is a requirement for a larger area of segregated
airspace to accommodate training requirements and thus ensure operational capability.
The MOD is proposing changes to the volume of airspace over the North Sea known as EGD323.

You have until 10 September 2018 to comment https://consultations.airspacechange.co.uk/moddaatm/mod-combat-air-training-airspace/

EUROPEAN AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
RAeC members and GA aviators can keep up to date on European developments by subscribing
(at no cost) to the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to your inbox via the Europe Air
Sports website which can be found at www.europe-air-sports.org

NEW EASA ‘BASIC REGULATION’
This new EASA ‘Basic Regulation’ which include a revised mandate for the European Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA) and the first-ever EU-wide rules for civil drones of all sizes, sets the
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fundamental rules by which the Agency operates; covering EASA’s mandate, its relationship with
other regulators and the requirements for all areas of the Agency’s safety rules will replace the
existing Regulation 216/2008.
The Regulation also establishes the registration threshold for drone operators, namely: operators
must be registered if the drones they operate are capable of transferring more than 80 Joules of
kinetic energy upon impact with a person.
This should mean a lighter hand on regulations for GA and help realise the benefits of new
technologies, oversight methods and the changing aviation landscape.
The regulation will be signed by both institutions and published in the EU Official Journal, probably
by the end of July. It will enter into force 20 days after publication.

A LITTLE SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE

Reproduced with kind permission from Gary Clark
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Individual Membership of the Royal Aero Club
The Royal Aero Club co-ordinates and represents all forms of air sports and recreational air activity in the
United Kingdom. Its officers and volunteers from all branches of the sport are fighting to protect our
pursuits from the increasing pressures of legislation and restriction, from local, national and international
bureaucracy. We also endeavour to create a positive image and encourage participation for all air sports.
Needless to say, all this costs money and the more there is, the more effective we can be. To this end we
are asking you to join the Royal Aero Club as an individual member to help us preserve this unique form
of leisure and to strengthen your connection with aviation.
By joining the Royal Aero Club your £18 annual subscription will be valuable in helping to protect your
right to pursue your hobby. Your active participation would be even more welcome. Member benefits
include a quarterly newsletter and the use of the Royal Aeronautical Society premises.
For further details, or to pay the subscription by standing order, please contact:
The Royal Aero Club, Chacksfield House, 31 St Andrew’s Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE
Tel 0116 2440182 Fax 0116 2440645 email secretary@royalaeroclub.org. Or visit our website at
www.royalaeroclub.org

ROYAL AERO CLUB INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
Please do not return this form if you pay by standing order

I wish to become an individual member of the Royal Aero Club. I enclose my £18
subscription for the year.
Total payment enclosed: …………………………
Name …….…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address ….…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………..………………………………………………… Postcode ………………………………
Tel ………………………………. Email ……………………………………….…………………
My aviation interests are
………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
Please return to:
The Secretary, Royal Aero Club, Chacksfield House, 31 St Andrew’s Road,
Leicester, LE2 8RE
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Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT)
Charity Commission No.1068451

http://www.royalaeroclub.co.uk/about-us.php?title=&id=32

Through active and ongoing involvement in fund raising and the preparation of grant
applications, the Trust concentrates on two main objectives:
•

Supporting the ambitions of young people who wish to become involved in air sports
and recreation regardless of background, experience or ability, to achieve their full
potential through participation in air sports and recreational flying.
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries

•

Conserving the Royal Aero Club’s unique collection of aviation memorabilia
conserving unique historical aviation materials for future generations and maintaining
100 years of aviation history represented by artefacts, memorabilia and archive
documents. Much of this is stored at The Royal Air Force Museum Hendon. However,
in 2011 the Trust launched www.royalaeroclubcollection.org where visitors can gain
quick and easy access to these extensive aviation archives.

2018 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
As part of its Flying for Youth Programme (FfY), the RAeC Trust (RAeCT) has a Bursary
Scheme for young people between ages 14 and 21 is divided into four categories of
Bursaries. This provides financial assistance of up to £1,000 for those wishing to upgrade
their existing qualification in a wide range of air sports and aviation-related activities.
48 bursaries were offered in 2018 and the lucky recipients were able to start training in April.
No applications were received in 2018 from aero model flyers who are encouraged to apply
for future bursaries.
The scheme and the bursaries comprise all types of air sports and aviation-related activities
including: paragliding, gliding, hang-gliding, parachuting, microlight aircraft, helicopter, light
aircraft and the designing, building and flying model aeroplanes (including multi-rotary wing eg drones).
Applicants for these grants must hold British Citizenship and be permanently resident in UK
and aged 14-21 years (Advanced Bursary up to 24 years).
Applications
for
2019
bursaries
will
be
available
for
downloading
via
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries in September. Closing dates for applications will
be 31 March 2019
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BURSARIES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FUNDS
These pages are a compilation of RAeC Member Organisations bursaries, scholarships and
Funds together with others that may be of interest. For full details check out the applicable
RAeC Member pages.

2018 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
The Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT) is delighted to announce its bursary scheme for young
people for the 2018 season.
The President’s Scholarships (2 bursaries each worth up to £750);
The Peter Cruddas Foundation Scholarship worth up to £1,000
The Breitling Bursary worth up to £750
The Bramson Bursary worth up to £500
The new George Farha Bursary worth up to £500
The new John Downer Bursary worth up to £500
plus a number of additional bursaries also worth up to £500 each.
Applicants for these grants must hold British Citizenship and be permanently resident in UK
and aged 14-21 years (Advanced Bursary up to 24 years).
Applications for 2019 bursaries will be available for downloading via
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries in September. Closing dates for applications
will be 31 March 2019

AIR LEAGUE http://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarships/
The Air League Flying Bursary programme offers 3-5 hours of advanced flying training to
PPL holders.
Annually the Air League awards in the order of 50 Flying Scholarships depending on funds
available i.e. 12 hours of Powered Flight training towards the award of an NPPL.
Students from across the country who are over 16 years old and who meet the schools
expectations are being offered a unique opportunity of a gliding taster day followed by a
“Gliding to Solo Scholarship” (GSS).
Gliding scholarships offer the opportunity for solo glider pilots or Air Cadets who have
reached Gold Wings standard to broaden their flying experience.
If you are an Air Cadet additional funding is also available to you via the Post GS initiative.
See www.juniorgliding.co.uk
An annual programme of engineering scholarships offering one or two-week work
placements with UK’s leading aerospace companies or flying schools.
The Air League and Boeing in collaboration with Help for Heroes and Aerobility offer
numerous flying scholarships for disabled veterans/service personnel.
http://www.aerobility.com/I-want-to-fly/I-want-to-fly.php
and/or getsupport@helpforheroes.org.uk
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VINTAGE AIRCRAFT CLUB: LIZ INWOOD TAILDRAGGER SCHOLARSHIP
The Scholarship, named in memory of the -late Tiger Moth pilot and flying instructor Liz Inwood, is
funded by donations from the Vintage Aircraft Club, Light Aircraft Association and the Inwood estate.
It is aimed at young pilots who wish to convert from typical flying club nose wheel designs to older
tailwheel types, potentially opening the door to flying a wider range of vintage and classic types.
For further information for 2018 applications: http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

THE PHILIP WILLS MEMORIAL FUND
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund supports UK gliding by lending money to gliding clubs for capital
projects e.g. purchasing land or equipment, with the Trustees having a broad brief to enable them to
provide a diversity of financial assistance to both clubs and individuals.
The Fund lends at (very) low rates of interest, usually over periods less than 10 years. Typical loans
would be up to c £60k. The application process is simple with the Fund’s trustees generally only
looking to see that there is a good business case for the expenditure and (in order to protect the
Fund) that the club has the ability to make monthly repayments.
See British Gliding Association (BGA) pages in this RAeC Newsletter for further information.

LAUNCHPOINT BURSARIES / AWARDS
Launchpoint is a registered British charity that supports gliding, and prior to 2017 was known as The
Caroline Trust. The charity aims to provide opportunities to experience gliding and to help
participants, of all ages, to develop with the sport and they do this through the Caroline Trust
Awards and the Ted Lys Awards. Over 400 recipients have benefitted so far from Caroline Trust
Awards to help worthy recipients get started in gliding, and the Ted Lys Awards’ scope has been
broadened to include advanced development in any sphere of gliding (past awards were focussed
on cross-country, competition & mountain flying).
The Caroline Trust Award application form can be found here
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pwmf-lp/caroline-trust-application-form/
The Ted Lys Award application form can be found here for 2019 applications
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/ted-lys-award-application-form/
For further information and details: https://members.gliding.co.uk/launchpoint/
Launchpoint is also the BGA’s adopted charity and provides Launchpoint’s website at no cost.

RAF CHARITABLE TRUST
The RAF Charitable Trust is developing a number of Scholarships and Awards open to serving
airman, cadets and members of the wider RAF family. These range from Scholarships for Disabled
People; Air Cadets; 6th Form Scholars, with potential follow on into University to glider flying
training.
https://www.airtattoo.com/the-trust/scholarships-and-awards
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http://www.airleague.co.uk

The Air League believes deeply in and champions aviation and aerospace and highlights
their role in security, technological innovation and their important contribution to British
society and British economy. Effort, commitment and regular events have been pivotal in
shaping the entire aviation and aerospace sector and driving debate and policy agendas as
has encouraging and attracting the young bright minds and talent of tomorrow via the
ongoing provision of many Scholarships and Bursaries. The Air League also works regularly
with disadvantaged groups, using aviation and aerospace as a gateway to life-changing
experiences and opportunities.
Centennial Wings project displayed at the Royal International Airshow
An exciting new programme, Centennial Wings, saw dozens of teenage air cadets in
Northern Ireland build a Sting S4 ultralight aircraft from kit. The aircraft was displayed to the
public for the very first time at the Royal International Air Tattoo 2018. The project has
provided hundreds of hours of hands-on plane building experience for Air Cadets from 17
Squadrons across Northern Ireland, led by Sqn Ldr RAFAC Aaron Coulte.

The Air League has announced that a second Centennial Wings project will commence in
late 2018 in Scotland. This project will see The Air League, Boeing and Air Cadets working
together.
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https://www.aerobatics.org.uk

NEWS
2018 NATIONAL COMPETITION RESULTS
8-10 June: Fenland, McAully, Cavendish & Nathaniel Alony Trophies
Once again the weather didn’t play ball so Friday and Saturday, at Fenland’s lovely airfield,
were spent in time-honoured style dealing with coffee, tea and other sustenance, mixed with
the usual hard-to-believe aerobatic banter.
However, on the Sunday by 11:00 it was into proper competition mode. Having originally
started with a blooming programme of 35 entries for 13 sequences it was just one sequence
all round. The Intermediate (Fenland Trophy) brigade opened the show with winner Jez
Burgoin in his Pitts S-2A.
Then followed the UK Advanced Team (The Cavendish Hotel Trophy) with a very on-form
Paul Brice showing a clean pair of heels to the rest. Only two competitors raised the
Unlimited flag for The Nathaniel Alony Trophy with Chris Brook giving a well earned medal
performance.

The Elwyn McAully Trophy requires a known sequence with three extra figures added to
demonstrate prowess at free figure selection. The winner was Trevor Duggan with Mark
Thomas second and Jake Cook third.

14-17 June: Advanced & Unlimited British National Championships Sywell
Bad weather in the north on the Wednesday afternoon/Thursday morning reduced the field to twelve
Advanced pilots and 3 Unlimited pilots. 2018 National Champions: Gerald Cooper at Unlimited, with

23

Chris Brook second and Phil Burgess third; and David Thomson at Advanced with Emily Collett
second and Paul Tomlinson third.

Unlimited

Advanced

Guest judge Peggy Riedinger, from the USA, awarded the trophies and medals.

David Thomson, Peggy Riedinger, Gerald Cooper

13-14 July: The Don Henry & Royal Air Squadron Trophies

Compton Abbas

Alan Murphy beat MaciejKulaszewski by only 15.14 points in the Gunpowder Trophy with
Mark Thomas third; Patrick Caruth first in the Royal Air Squadron Trophy with Jez Burgoin
third and David Thomson took the The Don Henry Trophy with second place going to David
Nichols and third to Nick Wakefield.
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20-22 July: Saltby Open

Saltby

https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/contest/result/140
28-29 July: Golding-Barrett & Duxford Trophies

Sleap

For all placing’s: https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/contest/results

FORTHCOMING 2018 EVENTS
2-12 August: 21st FAI World Glider Aerobatic Championships

Zabraslavice, Czech
Republic

2-12 August: 9th FAI World Advanced Glider Aerobatic Championships Zabraslavice, Czech

16-25 August: 13th FAI World Advanced Aerobatic Championships

Strejnic Airfield,
Romania

23-26 August: British Glider Aerobatic Championships

Saltby

1-8 September: 21st FAI European Aerobatic Championship

Jindřiuchuv
Hradec
Airfield,
Czech
Republic
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BRITISH BALLOONING AND AIRSHIP CLUB
https://www.bbac.org

Founded in 1965, the BBAC is a volunteer-based organisation which exists to promote the
safety, enjoyment and advancement of lighter-than-air flight in all its forms, hot-air
ballooning, gas ballooning and airships.
The BBAC Members’ website at https://members.bbac.org includes links to the technical
office libraries; sensitive area database; Pilots’ Circular archive; membership database;
inspector information; instructor and examiner information; members’ forum; personal direct
debit and membership details etc.

NEWS
2018 RICOH LORD MAYOR’S HOT AIR BALLOON REGATTA®
The Lord Mayor’s Hot Air Balloon Regatta® is the official ballooning event of The City of
London and is the aerial extension of the historic Lord Mayor’s Show. This year’s flight
should have launched from Battersea Park for stunning and unforgettable flights over
Buckingham Palace, Houses of Parliament, London Eye and Tower of London on Sunday
June 3, but had to be rescheduled to 22nd July because ’the winds will not be blowing in the
right direction’. Sadly a combination of light winds and wrong direction mean that the
postponed launch on July 22nd too was postponed.
However, the 2018 RICOH Lord Mayor’s Hot Air Balloon Regatta® is planned to now take
place in November or December.
The online pilot application form is available at http://www.balloonregatta.com/pilotapplication

THE LONDON REGION BALLOON CLUB is hosting a programme of talks at their new
venue at 75 Cowcross Street near Farringdon Station.
Wednesday 29th August: "Silver City Airways" by their Chairman Paul Ross
(http://silvercityairways.com )
Thursday 27th September: "A Passion for Speed" by the author Paul Smiddy
(www.paulsmiddy.co.uk)
Wednesday 31st October: AGM - Speaker TBA
Wednesday 28th November: "Cross London and other flights" by Andrew Holly of
Exclusive Ballooning (http://exclusiveballooning.co.uk )
Contact: Giles Samplin giles.camplin@gmail.com for further information
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AIRLANDER update
At the recent Farnborough International Air Show Hybrid Air Vehicles announced its “Rethink
the Skies” campaign as CEO Stephen McGlennan believes that with the Airlander there is a
way to do things better and differently using airships to provide services into the worlds
remote and challenging places and reduce aerospace’s environmental impact.

In addition the new Airlander 10 passenger cabin is perhaps the ultimate in luxury for
expedition tourism and eliminating traditional aviation airports or airfields.

Check out their website https://www.hybridairvehicles.com/aircraft/airlander-10
Hybrid Air Vehicles Limited will also be the Engineering Partner for The Learning
Partnership’s “Navigate to the Line” competition and has long been a keen supporter of a
variety of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) focused educational
activities. This new competition will ask students to design a remote-controlled, micro:bitenabled lighterthan-air aircraft to explore buoyancy and the use of vectored thrust.
Educators who are interested in the competition are encouraged to contact The Learning
Partnership. Aulden Dunipace, Managing Director of TLP says “2018 is our pilot year and
we’re looking for schools who are keen to be the first to try this new competition and a great
way to get Year 8 students excited about STEM.”
For more information about “Navigate to the Line” please visit www.navigatetotheline.co.uk
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THE CAMERON MEETING ROOM
Grant Thornton UK LLP have named their meeting room in their new Bristol offices after
balloonist Don Cameron, to celebrate the success of local achievements. Don presented a
picture of Bristol Belle, the balloon he first flew in 1967.

The Bristol Belle was the first modern hot air balloon in Britain, created from an idea
developed by members of the Bristol Gliding Club in the UK following developments by Ed
Yost in the United States. Bill Malpas, Mark Westwood, Giles Bulmer and Don Cameron
were the four project creators and introduced the sport of hot air ballooning to the UK. They
made the first successful flight in the Bristol Belle from RAF Weston-on-the-Green in Oxford.

OBSERVERS FOR BALLOONING COMPETITIONS
In the UK each pilot has to provide an observer for every competition. Many pilots have their
own regular observer, but some use ‘freelance’ observers who are allocated to their pilot at
the pre-flight briefing. The Observer’s job is to monitor the flight, record and measure where
the markers land and report back to the Director via De-briefers by completing a largely self–
explanatory form.
For further information and details on how to get involved contact: information@bbac.org

FORTHCOMING BALLOON COMPETITIONS
BRITISH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
29 August – 2nd September Thouars, Deux-Sevres, France
th

The British National Hot Air Balloon Championships is the biggest event the BBAC
Competitions Club holds each year. It determines the UK National Champion and the British
Team that will compete in either the European or World Hot Air Balloon Championships the
following year. Contact information@bbac.org for further information
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48th IRISH HOT AIR BALLOON CHAMPIONSHIPS
23 – 28 September Birr, County Offlay, Ireland
The Irish Hot Air Ballooning Championships is usually referred to as 'The Irish Meet' and is the longest
running National ballooning event in the world and by invitation only. Balloonists from the UK, USA,
France, Holland, Belgium, Chile, Germany, and of course Ireland are regular attendees.
The public are actively encouraged to come out and see the balloons as they launch and a fee may be
payable to Birr Castle for castle entry on the day.
For more details: https://irishballooningassociation.com/the-irish-championships
THE GREAT BRITISH LONG JUMP 2018
The competition starts just after midnight on the morning of October 1 and closes at dusk on 31
October and the winner is the pilot who flies the longest straight line distance within the British Isles
during the month of October (this includes the British mainland, Ireland, and every island in British or
Irish Waters). Entry fee is £50.

The winners are announced at the Survivors’ Lunch which will be held on the 26th November. All
jumpers and crews are invited to attend and the superb silver trophy will be presented, as well as the
Frog and Flea trophies.
The Frog Trophy is awarded to the outright winner who flew the longest distance, while the Flea Trophy
is awarded to the pilot who either flew furthest in a small balloon (less than 100,000cu.ft) or who did
exceedingly well in some other fashion.
Last year there were only seven entrants competing for this rather nice piece of silverware.
Email Robin Batchelor for more information: robin@gasballoon.com
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British Gliding Association (BGA) www.gliding.co.uk
The British Gliding Association is the governing body for the sport of gliding in the UK, representing
and providing services to some 8500 UK glider pilots and 80+ clubs that are spread throughout the
UK from the north of Scotland to the SW tip of England. Clubs range from small, member-run clubs
to some of the largest gliding clubs in the world.
Developing and promoting gliding the BGA provides advice and assistance to clubs on a wide range
of topics, including finance, regulation, operations and marketing as well as being responsible for
managing training standards, UK gliding competitions and for the British Gliding Team.

NEWS
Rachel Edwards is the new BGA Marketing Officer. She will be working not only in the BGA HQ but
with UK gliding clubs to promote the whole gliding experience by offering support and her expertise
within marketing, media and communications and with the RAF Charitable Trust. We wish her well
and she is contactable via rachel@gliding.co.uk to assist your club with club marketing and PR
initiatives.

2018 CLUB MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE
The 2018 BGA Club Management Conference will take place on Sunday 28th October at Highgate
House in Northamptonshire. For more information contact office@gliding.co.uk

BGA SAFETY BRIEFINGS
BGA safety briefings provide helpful risk management information for pilots covering hot topics and
presented in an easily absorbed format. https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/safety-briefings

GLIDER AEROBATIC TRAINING WEEKEND 15-16 September
Lasham Gliding Society are hosting a glider aerobatic training weekend 15-16 September. At least
five BGA Advanced Aerobatic instructors will be on hand to give briefings, instruct and help with any
questions you might have. If you are 26 or under and a member of a BGA club and would like to
take part with no charge for the time in the glider, for camping or for temporary membership; a BAeA
associate membership at £20 and course fee of £20.
Checkout https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/getintoaeros

Lasham have kindly agreed to offer aerotows to 4000ft at an approximate 20% discount.

GLIDE BRITAIN
You
can
view
the
existing
Glide
Britain
club
movies
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAsyazUSKdSl3yHjvzH5nag/videos
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on

Youtube.

BGA TURNING POINTS
BGA Turning Points. Tim Newport-Peace has published an update to the BGA Waypoint Database.
http://www.newportpeace.co.uk/waypoints/97al21a.htm

ALEX WARD MEMORIAL FUND AWARD
Our congratulations to Ollie Sleigh from Cambridgeshire the 2018 recipient of the Alex Ward
Memorial Fund Award. This will enable him to undertake some adventurous flying and enter
competitions.

COMPETITION ENTERPRISE 2018

38 gliders took part in Competition Enterprise 2018 and the ground crews, and tug pilots, worked
their magic to get everyone airborne….. 38 in 36 minutes!
Competition tasks included a “string of pearls” where pilots had to fly along the task line and points
awarded for each km flown with bonus points for each turn point turned (each TP could only be
scored once). The maximum distance flown in the “string of pearls” was 360 km. Some pilots flew to
Wales and played on the ridges, some stayed in the flat lands and flew round the midlands.
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Another task was to fly a compass rose flying to a turn point more than 10km from AD in one of the
sectors (NE, NW, SE, or SW), then fly to another one in a different sector, and then fly to a third
sector, with no returning to a previous sector.

There was also a “Visit our friends” which required picking some gliding clubs from the list and going
to visit them.
1st: Trevor Stuart

2nd: Doug Gardner 3rd: Mike Armstrong

Blunt Nails Trophy: Team BBB (John Burrow and friends)
Most Enterprising Flight Award: Team BBB

COULD YOUR CLUB HOST COMPETITION ENTERPRISE 2020?
The location for Competition Enterprise changes each year and is usually based at gliding sites that
might give access to wave and ridge as well as thermal flying. In 2018 it will be based at Aston
Down, 30th June- 7th July, and in 2019 we will be returning to Sutton Bank, 6-17th July.
For 2020 we need an airfield that can cope with 35-40 gliders, has adequate briefing, launching,
catering and camping facilities and is able to accept us for a week commencing on ether 4 th or 11th
July.
Enterprise brings its own team to help with administration, scoring, etc. whilst the host provides the
other facilities necessary. For further information or an informal discussion contact
andrew@clusky.co.uk or 07970 600787

T-61f MOTOR GLIDERS
T-61f motor gliders are being transferred to non-EASA status. For a process update see:
https://members.gliding.co.uk/2018/06/22/t61-national-c-of-a

“AIRBORNE” THE COMING OF AGE FILM DRAMA
Joey Beard, UK Junior Gliding and media producer has been filming at both Britstol & Glos and
Cotswold Gliding Clubs. This coming of age drama about a young girl learning to fly aims to
encourage more young people into the air. The project has been endorsed by the British Gliding
Association, Women Glide and UK Junior Gliding.
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The film stars Alina Foster Flaherty and UKJG’s Freddie Turner. Alina has never flown in a light
aircraft never mind a glider and her initial flight, in one of Aston Down’s K-21’s was not unlike the
infamous DG sequence from “50 Shades of Grey”.
Find out more at http://www.airbornethemovie.co.uk/

BGA’s WOMEN GLIDE COACHING PROJECT
Introduced in 2018 this programme offers coaching to female glider pilots who have their XC
endorsement. The project runs training camps and was inspired by publication of the BGA’s revised
strategy which says “…that by 10-20 years from now we should achieve demographic profile of
membership converging closely with that of UK adult population, particularly in respect of age and
gender.”
Woman Glide UK, co-ordinated by Liz Sparrow, also aims to encourage woman of all ages to
discover gliding.
Email info@womenglide.co.uk or checkout www.womenglide.co.uk

GLIDING HERITAGE CENTRE
The Gliding Heritage Centre at Lasham http://www.glidingheritage.org.uk is opening a second
hangar and Sir John Allison will perform the opening ceremony which will take place on 25th August
at 17.00. The Gliding Heritage Centre is open for visits all year round and run regular tours on
Sunday afternoons. Guided tour visits are at 2pm and take about 45 minutes.

Photo: Colin Simpson

The Centre can also accommodate individuals and organised groups who wish to visit the Gliding
Heritage Centre at any time. Contact: visits@glidingheritage.org.uk
Weather permitting they try to fly some of their gliders on the first Sunday of each month.

COMPETITIONS 2018
Congratulations to Joel Hallewell who won the Saltby open glider aerobatics competition. Joel is
heading out to the world glider aerobatics championships in the Czech Republic to compete for
GBR.
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Joel Hallewell

FORTHCOMING COMPETITIONS 2018
OPEN, STANDARD, 15m CLASS NATIONALS: 18-26 August 2018 at Aston Down, Gloucestershire
JUNIOR NATIONALS: 18-26 August 2018 at Lasham, Hampshire
UK MOUNTAIN SOARING CHAMPIONSHIPS: 2-8 September 2018
Scotland

at Aboyne, Aberdeenshire,

AEROBATIC GLIDER NATIONALS: 23-26 August 2018 at Saltby, Leicestershire

Further details of the Nationals and all other competitions in 2018 are on the Competitions page of
the BGA web site at https://members.gliding.co.uk/competitions

Congratulations too to Andy Aveling, Russell Cheetham, Tim Jenkinson, Richard Browne and Garry
Coppin who between them achieved four 1,000km flights at the Husband Bos Nationals on June
21st.

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS
Britain is represented at both Junior and Senior levels with an additional World Championships for
women only. Each year a number of pilots to represent the UK at World and European
Championships are selected. Selection is based on their results at various UK national competitions
across several ‘classes’ of glider: Club, Standard, 15m, 18m, 20m and Open Class.
35th FAI World Gliding Championships Club/Standard/15m
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8/7/18 - 21/7/18

Ostrow Wielkopolski

Team GB tactics meeting

STANDARD

13th: David Bromley

32nd: Howard Jones

15 METRE

11th: Derren Francis 15th: Tim Scott

CLUB

13th: Tim Fletcher

39th: Gerrard Dale

Want to see them in action?
Here’s the link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcgfIMXMrD2P2PCdkurTyeg

35th FAI World Gliding Championships 18M, 20M and Open
35

http://www.bhpa.co.uk

The British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association oversees pilot and instructor training
standards, and provides technical support such as airworthiness standards, and coaching
courses for qualified hang gliding and paragliding pilots; and supports a network of UK hang
gliding and paragliding recreational clubs who are able to offer the supportive flying
environment vital to flying skills safe development.
The
BHPA
also
has
a
disability
initiative
called
Flyability
http://www.bhpa.co.uk/sport/bhpa/flyability/ which reports directly to the BHPA's Executive
Council on disability related matters within the sport. Flyability doesn't simply take people with
disabilities flying it strives to motivate people with disabilities to become involved in the sport of
hang gliding and paragliding and to train as pilots. The Flyability pilot scholarship scheme
recognises that people with disabilities often have lower incomes and higher living costs
compared to the rest of society. With this in mind, Flyability can contribute up to £375 towards a
would-be pilot's ab-initio training costs, and a similar sum towards Club Pilot training. Where
possible, a student with disabilities will train at a BHPA registered school alongside able-bodied
student pilots.

If you could benefit from Flyability's work, email them at contact@Flyability.org.uk To apply for
a Pilot Scholarship contact the BHPA school of your choice and complete the first part of the
application, available from the Flyability website. When completed contact Flyability and tell
them why you simply must fly! Entries (in addition to the form) can be on paper, audio,
videotape, etc. Flyability Scholarships are open to UK residents only.

37

NEWS

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
THE NORTHERN CHALLENGE TROPHY until 30th September
The Northern Challenge Trophy is a new collaborative effort from the six BHPA clubs north of
the M62 and south of Hadrian's Wall. The main tasks are limited to members of the six
northern clubs, but the Hike and Fly is open to all BHPA members.
A growing prize fund is being supported by the clubs and by personal donations.
The NCT will provide a series of 12 main tasks (eight scoring to allow task dropping) and two
subsidiary hike-and-fly tasks to be flown between March 1st and September 30th 2018.
The aim is convenience and flexibility for those involved with an emphasis on instrument use,
navigation and decision-making.
Exploring what is possible will also make for pilot development and coaching activities.
Tasks are hosted on xmap.net which provides easy downloads of task maps and cylinders,
and straightforward uploads with integral scoring.
Downloads cover the NCT's aims and rules, a task list with links into xcmap and task guidance
notes.
Further details can be found on https://www.xcflight.com/northern-challenge-trophy-2018/

NATIONAL COMPETITION RESULTS
‘All Comers’ Open 21st – 27th July, Feltre, Italy
GB pilots flew to produce good results in the top 25 of 100 places: 6th Richard Butterworth; 9th
Grant Oseland; 10th Harry Bloxham, 12th Jack Bailey; 14th Anthony Shepherd; 16th Jake
Herbert; 17th Tim Pentreath; 18th Innes Powell; 20th Thomas James Cole; 21st Chris Bevins;
22nd Andrew McNicol; 23rd Antonio - Catalin Burian; 25th Alex Butler.

Richard Butterworth (Photo: Stuart Hall)

In the Reynolds competition GB pilots filled 4 of the top five positions: 2nd Carl Ellinghaus; 3rd
Kieran Campbell; 4th Emma Casanova; 5th Anthony Blacker
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In the Sports again GB pilots filled the top 5 places: 1st Andrew McNicol; 2nd Simon Twiss; 4th
Carl Ellinghaus; 5th David Smart
Emma Casanova came 2nd in the all-female competition and of the 53 GB pilots competing in
the series the top 3 positions went to Richard Butterworth (1st); Grant Oseland (2nd) and Harry
Bloxham (3rd)
British Open 12 - 17 August 2018, Krushevo, Macedonia
Classic Accuracy Nationals/UK Grand Prix 25-27 August 2018 South Cerney, Gloucester
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION PARAGLIDING RESULTS
Paragliding 2018 World Cup 23-30 June 2018 in Gemona , Italy.
Congratulations to Russell Ogden who came 4th out of 126 pilots and only 19 points behind the
winning pilot. Other Team GB Pilot: Sebastian Ospina (39th)

FORTHCOMING INTERNATIONAL PARAGLIDING COMPETITIONS
Paragliding 2018 World Cup 18-25 August in Bulgaria. Confirmed GB pilots are: Sebastian
Ospina, Theo Warden, Luke Nicol, Richard Butterworth, Alexander Coltman, Craig Morgan,

Guy Anderson
Martin Long and Laurie Noctor. There are several GB pilots on the waiting list to compete.
Good luck everyone.
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2018 Paragliding World Cup 8-15 September in Hasan Mountain, Aksaray, Turkey

PARAGLIDING ACCURACY INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS
EUROPEAN Paragliding Accuracy Championships 16-22 September 2018, Kobarid
Slovenia

PARAGLIDING ACCURACY WORLD CUP (PGAWC)
5 – 7 October, Mont-Saint-Pierre, Canada
2 – 4 November, Sirkot, Napal

HANGGLIDING COMPETITIONS & EVENTS
The 2018 UK Nationals, British Hang Gliding Championships and Chabre Open
26th August – 1st September 2018 are divided into three sections:
The UK Nationals are open only to UK pilots, who must be rated Advanced Pilot. The Chabre
Open is open to pilots of any nationality, with a rating equivalent to Pilot. The Sport Class is
open to any pilot with a rating equivalent to Pilot. The competition will mainly be flown from the
world famous Chabre ridge, which provides excellent opportunities for cross country flying both
for experienced and fledgling pilots.

PARAMOTOR 2018
British Paramotor Open Championship 29 August - 2 September 2018 Crewe, Cheshire
BGD Weightless 2-8 September Tolmin, Slovenia

For
more
information
about
BHPA
competitions
and
http://www.bhpa.co.uk/sport/events/index.php?category=competitions_and_events
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events:

http://www.hcgb.co.uk
The HCGB membership represents almost all of the private helicopter owners and pilots in
the UK and actively encourages social flying and many members regularly participate in the
organised events as well as organising an annual calendar of events ranging from lunch flyins, cross channel weekends, visits to military establishments and breweries and covering
just about anything you can think of doing.

NEWS
HELICOPTER MUSEUM IN WESTON SUPER MARE
The museum is open Wednesday through to Sunday plus all Bank Holidays, November to
March 10.00am to 4.30pm and April to October 10.00am to 5.30pm but closed 24th, 25th &
26th December and News Years Day. Helicopters are welcome to fly into the Museum's 1
acre grass Helipad. Please contact the museum to advise arrival time Tel. 01934-635227
http://www.helicoptermuseum.co.uk

My thanks to Brenda Nicoll for this report on:-

HELI UK EXPO 2018
14 crews from round the world took part in the 2018 Helicopter World Cup and The Heli UK
Expo Challenge Cup and this year’s events certainly had an international feel with crews
from Germany, Poland, Russia and Great Britain with judges from all of the aforementioned
plus France. as well as an ex CAA inspector and club member as our Safety Officer.
We had a one day audit with a very nice CAA inspector to ensure we cut the muster. Sadly,
the paperwork side of the event had taken precedence and David Monks was unable to fly
with his workload as Event Director.
The competition does not fit into any of the CAA categories so a bespoke approach is
required to ensure the unique nature of the event is dealt with appropriately. Unlike an article
86 flying display, a competition doesn't need permission from the CAA to be held, however,
permission is required to hold a competition within 500 feet of the public crowd line.
The post event report from the CAA listed a dozen observations made by the inspector, all of
which were well received as constructive and helpful which is all part of creating the road
map for safety in future events and to create a common standard to work to, this is an
ongoing process to achieve an agreed procedure for the future.
With well over a hundred members and guests expected over the three days, the HCGB
took up residence in a flight line marquee complete with our very own hostess, private
outside seating area and a fridge full of champagne - a good start for any event. This was to
be accompanied by morning pastries, a light lunch and then proper afternoon tea!
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Rob Hughes - commentator extraordinaire

It's the first time we've had the pleasure of welcoming German crews to the UK, so in their
honour, The Heli UK Expo Challenge Cup 2018 was going to be a head to head between
Great Britain and Germany.
The Wycombe leg of the Helicopter World Cup was the 2nd leg of 2018 with one leg already
in the bag after the opener in Russia in May, crews were straight down to business settling
down to showcase some fantastic flying. This year there were two classes with the world cup
- Master Class and General Class. Qualifying soon sorted out who was in what class & in
what order and the flying started. Day one was the slalom event and day two was the fender
event. To start proceedings and qualifying, the reigning world cup champions Yury Yablokov
& Konstantin Podoinitsyn set the bar for with the fastest time of just 79.4 seconds with no
penalty points.
The quarter finals General Class put British newcomers, Alex Furness-Smith & Mat Reid
against the Polish crew, Marcin & Michal Szamborski with the Brits taking an early exit with
the Poles romping home 2 - 0. Martin Eigner & Michael Schauff from Germany were drawn
against Brits Stuart &Chris Rimmer, the heat ended 2-0 in the favour of our German guests.
Next up in general class semi-final was The Szamborski brothers against Eigner & Schauff,
the Polish had upped their game since qualifying and flew with very few penalties handing
them a 2-0 win. The other heat was Poland versus Poland. Maria Mus and Jakub Malec
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faced fellow countrymen and newcomers Bartosz Konczalski & Sebastian Komosa.This was
the first heat to go to three runs, with Mus & Malec bagging victory.
Then the heat for third and fourth places - Eigner & Schauff versus Konczalski & Komosa.
With both teams taking the cautious route of flying steady, this heat went to the best of three
handing third place in the event to Eigner & Schauff, close but well deserved. The battle for
first and second place was an all Polish affair with the Szamborskis against Mus & Malec
with victory going to the Szamborskis in General Class Slalom.

The Master Class Slalom quarter final was next. The qualifier had seen an all-Russian
opener with Maxim Sotnikov & Aleh Puajukas against Andrey Orekhov & Vadim Sazonov.
With virtually fault free flying and between 80 and 82 seconds on the clock, it was a very fast
best of three handed to Sotnikov & Puajukas 2-1.
The second heat saw Maria Mus & Kuba Malec earning a slot in both classes with excellent
qualifying times. They were drawn against Russian powerhouse crew Elena Zhuperina &
Nikolay Rodionov. The Polish pair bagged the first run but the Russians soon stepped up
the pace and took runs 2 and 3 handing them victory. This left an all-Russian field to battle it
out for first place with the promise of some excellent flying ahead to get those all-important
world cup points.
First up in the semi-final was Sotnikov & Puajukas against Zhuperina & Rodinov. All flights
were fast with few penalties being gathered. Sotnikov won the first run then Zhuperina flew a
77.5 second run handing her the second run. Then Zhuperina picked up two penalties on the
last run and victory went to Sotnikov & Puajukas. The second heat saw last year’s World
Cup winners Yury Yablokov & Konstantin Podoinitsyn against Alexander Zhuperin & Nikolay
Burov. The reigning champions flew fault free and the fastest time of the day a fault free 75.9
seconds.
The battle for third place was now on Elena Zhuperina & Nikolay Rodionov against
Alexander Zhuperin & Nikolay Burov. It went to three runs with Elena Zupherina now having
credit for the fastest run of the day at 75 seconds but victory going to Zhuperin & Burov.
The final was last year’s winners and current series leaders Yury Yablokov & Konstantin
Podoinitsyn against Maxim Sotnikov & Aleh Puajukas. Yablokov made short work of the first
run with yet another record low run speed of 73.8 seconds handing him run one. As nerves
were beginning to show, Sotnikov took the second run with both crews earning themselves
penalties en route. All down to the last run of the day when Yablokov held his nerve and
claimed victory. A superb day of flying !
Day 2 was the fender event, with all 14 crews going through qualifying rounds to secure their
places in both classes. General Class saw GBRs Paul Andrews & Andy McCulloch against
the Szamborski brothers. Despite some steady flying from Paul & Andy, the Polish secured
victory in the first quarter final.
The second quarter final was another all Polish affair and a repeat of the slalom with Maria
Mus & Kuba Malec yet again facing fellow countrymen Bartosz Konczalski & Sebastian
Komosa. The result was also a repeat with best of three going to Mus & Malec. And the luck
of the draw put yet another Poland versus Poland round for the semi-finals - Mus & Malec
against the Szamborskis and the other semi-final was Stuart & Chris Rimmer against Eigner
& Schauff of Germany. Victors emerged from each heat as Mus & Malec and The Rimmers.
The 3rd place play off resulted in a Polish victory for Mus & Malec.
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The final saw the first British crew to appear in any final and turned out to be a family affair The Rimmers against the Szamborskis.

The Rimmers- father and son combo

After fast and fault free flying the Szamborskis secured 1st place after their fastest fault free
run 43.4 seconds.

The Rimmers; the Szamborskis and Mus & Malec
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The Master Class quarter finals saw one all Russian heat - Yablokov & Podoinitsyn against
Andrey Orehkov & Vadim Sazonov. The other heat saw the only Brits to appear due to their
excellent qualifying round - The Rimmers against Elena Zhuperina & Nikolay Rodionov with
the Russians taking victory 2-0 with no penalties on their scoresheet.

Zhuperina & Rodionov

The semi-finals put Russia versus Russia - Yablokov & Podoinitsyn against Zhuperina &
Rodionov. Wasting no time both helicopters were neck and neck but Zhuperina gained one
penalty handing the first run to her fellow Russians. Showing she meant business Zhuperina
stepped up and flew a fault free fender in a world record time of 32 seconds levelling the
score in a performance worthy of any final. Not to be outdone Yablokov reasserted his
authority and broke the new record replacing it with a 32 second fender and grabbing his
place in the final at the same time.
The second semi-final was Mus & Malec against Sotnikov & Puajukas. It was apparent
Sotnikov wanted a place in the final and they flew penalty free to fly against Yablokov &
Podoinitsyn. Battle for third place was won by Zhuperina & Rodionov.
The final was the Master Class was Yablokov & Podoinitsyn against Sotnikov & Puajukas.
As it was clearly a day for breaking records, Sotnikov's 1st fender was flown in a brand new
world record time of 31.6 seconds showing he had his sights on the gold medal. He also
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won the second leg but at a more sedate pace of 32.9 seconds handing him and his crew a
gold medal as well as those all important points!
The Heli UK Expo Challenge Cup was also flown within the event and this year with its
special twist in honour of the Germans who hadn't participated in UK competition before.
The winning crew were Martin Eigner & Michael Schauff with The Rimmers coming second.
Third place went to competition newbies Alex Furness-Smith and Mat Reid.

Alex Furness-Smith and Mat Reid

To sum it all up - a record amount of crews attending a world class event, superb and highly
entertaining flying.
See you next year!
RESULTS
SLALOM
General class
1. Marcin & Michal Szamborski – Poland

2. Maria Mus & Jakub Malec - Poland

3. Martin Eigner & Michael Schauff - Germany
Master Class
1. Yury Yablokov & Konstantin Podoinitsyn - Russia
2. Maxim Sotnikov & Aleh Puajukas - Russia
3. Alexandr Zhuperin & Nikolay Burov - Russia
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Our congratulations to Jeremy James on being awarded the FAI Gold Rotorcraft Medal

Jeremy James
THE ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY’S ROTORCRAFT GROUP
Did you know the RAeS Rotorcraft Group serves as the focus within the RAeS for all matters
related to helicopters and other rotary wing aircraft and is a multi-disciplinary group with
broad interests, including research and development of new technology, manufacture,
operations (both military and civil) and regulation.
The Rotorcraft Group also organises one major conference each year and two annual
named lectures to commemorate the contributions made by Juan de la Cierva and Alan
Bristow to the art, science and operation of rotorcraft. https://www.aerosociety.com/getinvolved/specialist-groups/engineering-design/rotorcraft/
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http://www.bmaa.org
The British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) looks after the interests of microlight pilots
and enthusiasts in the UK. It is an organisation approved by the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) and aims to further the sport of microlight aviation, keep flying costs down to a
minimum for its members and to represent them in national and international matters relating
to microlight sport aviation.

NEWS
BURSARY WINNERS
2018 BMAA bursary winners were Mason Smith and Tom Martin.

MICROLIGHTER AWARDED MBE IN QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
Flight Lieutenant Kat Janes has been recognised for her endeavours voluntary and sporting,
including planning and leadership of air experience flights for individuals and their carers.

She has combined her career in the RAF an Aerospace Battle Manager, based at RAF
Boulmer with a wide range of voluntary and sporting activities. In 2015 she flew a flexiwing
microlight, a modified Quik GTR, for the first time as part of an initiative called Flying for
Freedom flying 2,000-mile journey around the British coastline and raising £25,000 for the
charity. Kat says “If you don’t try these things you never know what you can do … when I
was airborne, open to the elements, it’s unbelievable. The freedom you have up there is
incredible.”
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Flying for Freedom https://twitter.com/fly2pole is hoping to mount a daring expedition to fly to
the South Pole in flex-wing microlights piloted by wounded, injured and sick service
personnel who have learnt to fly at the Flying for Freedom based at Kemble Flying School at
Costwold Airport. Flying for Freedom was set up by John Laity in partnership with Help the
Heroes to teach injured and sick service personnel to learn to fly and assisting in boosting
their self-confidence and recovery
JIM GREENSHIELDS SETS NEW GUINNESS WORLD RECORD
Jim Greenshields managed to just beat the record of 43 by 2, so a new record of 45 fixedwing aircraft flown in one day to a height of 2000ft and back down by one person solo on
Saturday 4th August. Our congratulations to him ☺

He started at 05.30 but had to wait until 08.00 for his first take off due to fog and finished just
a few minutes before the 30min after sunset limit.
An amazing range of aircraft turned out for the event from a Harvard to a Clutton Fred and
everything in between.
Jim says he cannot thank the team of around ten ground crew and camera crew enough.
They spent 18 hours on site to ensure a faultless event and to gather evidence for the
Guinness world records.
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This feat was not only to set a Guinness World Record but to also raise money for Make-AWish Foundation UK, the charity that grants wishes for children with life threatening
conditions https://www.make-a-wish.org.uk/ Donations are still rolling in and we will keep you
updated on the final amount Jim raised for this very worthwhile cause.
He also says he has big plans for next year so watch this space !!!!
Jim Greenshields
BMAA STRIP SKILLS DIPLOMA
2018 sees the development of new BMAA flying skills courses the first of these being a
BMAA Strip Skills Diploma which has been designed to revise and strengthen knowledge
and skills for small strip landings and take-offs.
Other courses in the pipeline are Flying Abroad; Water Crossings and Mountain Flying and
all the courses will be delivered through a network of BMAA Instructors.

THE BMAA HORIZONS PROJECT
The Horizon Project is a build-a-plane scheme for schools and provides a school with a
comprehensive kit of parts to build a two seat microlight aircraft. On completion the aircraft is
test flown by a fully qualified Test Pilot. After the test flight the aircraft will be sold to provide
funds for another New Horizons build-a- plane project.
The BMAA appoints an experienced builder, as a mentor, who can also help with the more
complex parts of the build, but the main construction will be completed by the students.
For more information: https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/new-horizons
My thanks to Kelly Thacker for the following reports

SCHOOLGIRLS FLY IN MICROLIGHT THEY BUILT THEMSELVES
Girls at Benenden School on Sunday 1 July flew in a light aircraft they built themselves
having been constructing the microlight one evening each week. Now, after 18 months’ work
they have taken to the skies in the aircraft, G-GRLS.
This engineering project has been run with the British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA)
as part of the organisation’s New Horizons scheme. The BMAA funds the project and the
school is responsible for building the aircraft.
Fresh from passing its official BMAA safety tests, the microlight was launched at Headcorn
Aerodrome in Kent. It was flown by a team of different instructors on a number of separate
flights – one for each of the girls involved and one extra for the Headmistress, who was keen
to experience the girls’ handiwork for herself!
Headmistress Samantha Price said: “At Benenden we are developing the engineers of the
future. Engineering skills are invaluable in today’s workplace and are only going to become
more important as technology develops further.
“I am so pleased to see how the girls have embraced this project. Also, they have inspired
girls in the younger years who I am sure will be looking forward to taking on their own
engineering projects in the future.”
In September 2016, a team of 28 Benenden girls began work on the microlight, devoting two
hours to the project every Thursday evening. Over more than 50 weekly sessions, the entire
aircraft was built by the girls themselves, under the stewardship of four staff members. All
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the girls who began the project have continued until its completion, although eight of the
older girls from the original group have finished Benenden to go to university.
The girls have put their own stamp on the microlight in places: for example, it is decorated in
Benenden’s colours and the registration mark is G-GRLS.

Zara Hussain, 18, is one of those pupils who has been working on the microlight. She said:
“I thoroughly enjoyed working in a team towards a common goal and learning new skills,
especially for such a physically large, yet intricate project. This developed my passion in
engineering further, which I am going to study at Oxford next year.”
Matt Commander, Benenden’s Deputy Head for Staff and Co-Curricular, has overseen
the project. He said: “This is a great example of girls getting involved in engineering. We’re
really keen to promote STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) activities and
for the girls to do something practical in this area – what better way than to build an aircraft?’
“This isn’t a project where the pupils are watching as the adults do all the work. The girls
have done it all themselves – every nut and bolt has been their work. They have developed
so many skills and attributes throughout this project: Hard work, commitment, patience,
teamwork and listening to expert advice; these will all stay with them for life.”
The BMAA owns the microlight and will now sell it, with proceeds going back into the New
Horizons scheme. The BMAA New Horizons project is available to all schools and colleges,
independent or state.
Ben Syson, the BMAA’s chief engineer, said: “The girls at Benenden School have done a
great job and should feel suitably proud of their achievement. We’re really pleased that
they’ve gained so much from the experience – and had the opportunity to fly in their own
creation.”

BMAA SSDR Rally
The BMAA SSDR Rally event is a microlight and member’s day and fun activity was held at
Enstone Airfield, hosted by Enstone Flying Club, over the Friday to Sunday 13th to 15th July
and was run by the BMAA staff and sponsored by Skydrive, Sprite Aviation, SD Planes,
Flylight and Pooleys.
On Saturday 14th speakers gave interesting and informative seminars and included Geoff
Weighell (BMAA update); John Teasdale (Safety); Martin Ingleton (Replica WW2 fighter he
is re building); Adrian Jones (Discussion on electric Conversion of SSDR) and Bill Brooks
(New Flycycle design)
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53 aircraft attended the event and many were not single seat aircraft. Visitors also arrived by
road.

Bill Brooks and his New Flycycle design

The BMAA are already planning to hold the next event in July 2019 (date to be confirmed) as
this 2018 was such a success.
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BMAA PILOT’S WINGS SCHEME
The BMAA Pilot’s Wings Scheme will include a range of ground based courses which will be
run in conjunction with in the air flying skills. As well as giving challenges and goals pilots
completing these four levels and gaining a BMAA Bronze, Silver, Gold or Diamond award of
the Scheme it is intended that they will also gain the CAA recognised qualification, Pilot
Recognition for Operational Up-Skilling & Development (PROUD), which can then be used
to assist other BMAA members.
Full details will be published by the BMAA shortly. Keep a look-out on their website
http://www.bmaa.org
NEW NPPL (M) MICROLIGHT SYLLABUS
Members of the BMAA Training Committee have carried out a review of the existing NPPL
(M) Syllabus and have produced a revised and much more applicable one taking into
account modern microlight aircraft and the airspace we now fly in. This has been submitted
to the CAA for approval.

MICROLIGHT FLY-INS AND EVENTS
For details of microlight fly-ins and events https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/events
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https://bmfa.org
The British Model Flying Association (BMFA) is the body elected by the Royal Aero Club to be
responsible for all aspects of flying model aircraft in the UK.
With over 850 clubs and approximately 36,000 members the whole of the UK is administered
from the Head Office. Locally there are 14 "Area" committees which meet periodically and are
attended by club delegates who can, through various channels open to the "Areas", propose
changes or additions to the running of the sport which are then voted upon at Council meetings
held at the Head Office. If passed, the changes will be incorporated in the guidelines produced by
the organisation and published in the "BMFA Handbook".

NEWS
THE GREAT UK YOUTH ROCKETRY CHALLENGE 2018
Now in its 12th year, the Rocketry Challenge is designed to encourage innovation, collaboration
and creativity amongst students aged 11 – 18. This is an international competition is to build,
launch and safely land a rocket and UKRoc is a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths) competition.
Teams placed in the National Finals at the BMFA National Centre were:1st Place – Rocketon (Tonbridge School)
2nd place - The Canary Wharf Project (Sweyne Park School)
3rd place - Altran JEP Propelled (Abbeyfield School)
4th place - Ticking Time Bomb (2442 Squadron Air Training corp)
5th place - BEAST 2 (Boreatton Explorer Unit)
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Rocketon from Tonbridge School competed on Futures Day (20th July), at the Farnborough 2018
International Air Show, against teams from France, Japan and America.

The rocket must reach 800 feet with specific target flight duration of 41-43 seconds. Rules
governing the competition are altered every year to ensure designs cannot be repeated.
European Space Agency Astronaut, Tim Peake, officially opened Futures Day 2018 and
announced that the name of the new European ExoMars rover going to Mars in 2020 would be
opened up to a public competition – this competition will be overseen by an expert panel and
also, as part of the Government’s Year of Engineering, he announced the Holiday Makers
campaign, an initiative for encouraging children to get making and inventing over the summer
holidays.
The international finals asked the teams to design, build and launch a model rocket, with a fragile
cargo on board. This Challenge was just one example of how industry supports and encourages
young people into future careers in aerospace and space. Rocketon was placed 4th in the final
competition.
UKRoC is organised by ADS Group, UK trade organisation for space and aerospace industries,
supported by the Royal Aeronautical Society and sponsored by Lockheed Martin and Thales
Alenia Space.

FREE FLIGHT FORUM 2018
Papers on any free flight topic are urgently being sought for this coming Free Flight Forum in
November. These can cover anything from FF scale to FAI duration, theoretical or practical,
building or flying techniques.
If there are not any papers submitted then there is the possibility of the Forum not happening.
Contact Martin Dilly: martindilly20@gmail.com; or Mike Evatt: mikeevatt@hotmail.com before 1st
October.
ILLEGAL TO OPERATE ANY UNMANNED AIRCRAFT ABOVE 400FT?
Amendments to the Air Navigation Order came into effect on the 30th July making it illegal to
operate any unmanned aircraft (including model aircraft) above 400ft. However, the CAA issued
the BMFA with a joint ‘Permission’ to allow members to continue operating ‘conventional’ model
aircraft (excluding multi-rotors) weighing less than 7Kg at heights in excess of 400ft.
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See exemption at:
https://www.bmfa.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?Command=Core_Down
load&EntryId=2643&language=en-GB&PortalId=0&TabId=1506
The CAA has also issued an ‘Exemption’ to allow our members to operate ‘conventional’ model
aircraft (excluding multi-rotors) weighing less than 3.5Kg at heights up to 1000ft using First
Person View.
See exemption at:
https://www.bmfa.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?Command=Core_Down
load&EntryId=2644&language=en-GB&PortalId=0&TabId=1506

RAF VETERAN??
Information about the RAF Model Aircraft Association can be found at www.rafmaa.co.uk or
from Alex Woods, RAFMAA Secretary: secretary@rafmaa.co.uk

2018 QUEEN'S CUP AWARDED TO THE BRITISH MINIATURE PYLON
RACING ASSOCIATION (BMPRA).
The BMPRA is hosting the Queen’s Cup at the BMFA National Championships at RAF
Barkston Heath over the 2018 August Bank Holiday weekend and contested in the new FAI
F3T racing class. F3T racing is model aircraft Semi Scale Pylon Racing and where four
semi-scale race models start from a platform, for a race over 10 laps, on a race course of
180x40 meters, one lap having a nominal distance of 400 meters.

The Queen’s Cup

Contest entry, camping and spectator forms available at: http://bmfa-nats.org/powernationals
Also over the weekend are the RC, Scale & Control Line Nationals and Silent Flight Nationals

THE BMFA NATIONAL CENTRE
Since its opening the National Visitor Centre and Model Flying Site of the British Model Flying
Association (BMFA) at Buckminster, on the Leicestershire/Lincolnshire border occupies 43 acres
of open and largely unobstructed countryside set within a traditional farming estate and presents
an ideal location for the sport of model flying to take place.
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BMFA HQ, National Visitor Centre and Model Flying Site, Buckminster, Leicestershire

The National Centre Representing an important facility for many of the model flying disciplines in
the UK and hosting a huge programme of events and competitions as well as the opportunity to
just turn up and fly the National Centre also provides facilities for education through model aircraft
and the opportunity for those who are thinking of trying model flying to participate in a “trial lesson
experience”.

For further details and enquires: Tel 0116 2441091 (Direct Line) or 0116 2440028 (Leicester
Office).

CAA EXEMPTION FOR THE BMFA NATIONAL CENTRE
BMFA Buckminster now benefits from a long term exemption (until 31/12/18) to the Air Navigation
Order which permits operation of model aircraft over 20kg above 400 feet and generates a
permanent NOTAM (Notices to Airmen) which will assist in keeping full size aviation activity clear
of the site. The exemption is up to 1,500 feet and represents a cylinder of 1 km diameter centred
on the mid-point of the main runway.
Having the exemption in place is a really positive move for the National Centre as it means we can
accommodate a huge range of model flying types and sizes as part of the standard activity. It is
also a precursor to a permanent symbol on the UK air charts.

57

NEW BMFA ACHIEVEMENTS WEBSITE http://achievements.bmfa.org/
The aim of the RC Achievement Scheme is to encourage RC model flyers to improve their
standard of flying and safety, and to raise awareness of the legal controls relating to model aircraft
flying and to prove that standard and awareness to an Examiner. The scheme is run by the BMFA
as a National Scheme and it is open to all RC model flyers, including non-members.
The Achievement Scheme Review Committee (ASRC) will be running Achievement Scheme
Roadshows at Buckminster during 2018. These will be open to any BMFA member who wishes to
attend and will be an all-day event with tea/coffee and lunch provided. The programme for the day
will include the following topics:- The ethos and administration of the Achievement Scheme;
Running Examiner/Instructor Workshops; New Achievement Scheme materials (BPC’s FPV
Extension etc.); Screening the First Draft of the Multi-rotor examiners guidance video; The
Mandatory and supplementary questions; Q&A Session.
Contact Duncan McClure for more information RCPAS@bmfa.org

ACHIEVEMENT SCHEME ROADSHOW DATES
For further details contact: RCPAS@bmfa.org or checkout out the BMFA website at
https://bmfa.org/

BRITISH FPV RACING ASSOCIATION (BFPVRA) They race drones!
The British FPV Racing Association is a not for profit organisation. Run by FPV pilots, the BFPVRA
has been formed to promote the sport of FPV racing and multi rotors in general. Their aim is to
develop the sport and give FPV pilots a voice within the model aircraft world as a specialist
organisation under the BMFA.
My thanks to Richard Bloxam for this FPV report
The summer has been a scorcher, not only have we had record temperatures in much of the UK,
we have also had a record number of Drone Races. The temperature didn’t put anyone off from
attending and the UK drone racing scene is still growing rapidly.

Alfie Mitchell from Weston Park (photo: Julian Whitfield)
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June saw the biggest drone event of the year at Weston Park model air show. 66 pilots battled it
out over the weekend with the top 3 pilots winning a paid trip to Korea to compete in the DSI
International Drone Sports Championships in September.
Congratulations to Alfie Mitchell, Harry Plested and Chris Knight and good luck in Korea
representing team GB.
July was a packed month with 3 British Championship qualifiers up and down the country as well
as InsideFPV running their annual charity event, raising £1000 for the local children’s charity. It is
great to see the team and pilots putting their love of drone racing to good use.
With the final British Championship qualifier on August 12th, all eyes are looking forward to
September where the top 60 pilots from the UK will be back at BMFA Buckminster for the British
Championship alongside the 3D Helicopter Championship.
FPV are eagerly awaiting the FAI to release the rules for the forthcoming FIA 1st World Drone
Racing Championships which will be held in Shenzhen, China in November and over the season
pilots will be competing for Team GB places to compete in this 1st World Championships, following
National qualifying events.
For further details and information about the British FPV Racing Association checkout their website
http://bfpvra.org/

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BFPVRA/

Email info@bfpvra.org or contact the BFPVRA secretary Karl Eze: secretary@bfpvra.org

MODEL FLYING CLUBS
WITH VACANCIES FOR NEW MEMBERS
Oswestry & District M.A.S: tarmac runway with unrestricted flying hours.
Contact: davejohnroberts1@tiscali.co.uk
Ivinghoe Soaring Association: Slopes for most wind directions www.ivinghoe.org.uk
Download an application form: ‘Join the ISA’ http://www.ivinghoe.org.uk/ISA_signup.pdf
Shropshire Model Flying Club: tarmac & grass runways, club house with power.
Contact: peter.farrington123@btinternet.com
Calderdale& Kirklees Model Aircraft Club welcome both fixed-wing and rotary on their 100m
grass strip.
Contact: m.chambers730@btinternet.com

FORTHCOMING CONTESTS & EVENTS
For the BMFA Events Calendar check out https://bmfa.org/Contests-Events/Contest-andEvent-Calendar where you can find details of your local affiliated club and when they meet and
what you can fly there, be it as a complete novice or an advanced flyer.

SAM 35 FREE FLIGHT COMPETITIONS http://sam35.org.uk
MODEL HELICOPTERS COMPETITIONS: http://www.3dchampionship.co.uk
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BRITISH PARACHUTING ASSOCIATION
http://www.bpa.org.uk
BPA controls all aspects of skydiving on behalf of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). Prior to 1984,
parachuting from an aircraft in flight was prohibited in the United Kingdom (other than in an
emergency) and could be conducted only under the terms of exemptions from the Air Navigation
Order. With the Air Navigation (Second Amendment) Order 1983, effective from 31 January 1984,
parachuting became a permitted activity, subject to the grant by the CAA of a written permission, and
in accordance with appropriate conditions specified in such CAA permission documents. A
comprehensive parachuting manual as required, incorporating various provisions relating to aircraft
and operational safety procedures was first produced by the BPA in 1996 and is updated to meet
requirements.

NEWS
Independent scrutineers Mi-Voice provided the result of the BPA membership survey about choice
of visual identity for their new trading name of British Skydiving on 4th July and the Council will be
considering the result at its next meeting on Tuesday 7 August.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018
GP Canopy Formation 23-24 June 2018
Senior: 1st Waffle Stack; 2nd Veloci Wraptors
Intermediate: 1st Crewsing for a Bruising; 2nd Cark Corner; 3rd Cark Crw
Rookie: 1st Crazy Crew; 2nd Cark Sliders
UKSL FS 4-way 4-7 July 2018:
AAA: 1st Rock Go Track; 2nd Pajama Pumas; 3rd Enthusiastic Contrafibularities
AA: 1st RAF 100; 2nd Vertigo: 3rd Nexus
A: 1st Cloudbusters; 2nd Flying Fossils; 3rd Nebula
Rookie: 1st Jersey Beans; 2nd Funnel the Tunnel; 3rd Sky Monkeys

Jersey Beans
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Angry Birds (Photos: Martin Martinez)

Wingsuit Performance and Acrobatics 13-15 July 2018
Performance:
Advanced: 1st Antastasis Polykarpou; 2nd Mike Williams; 3rd Chris Berte
Intermediate: 1st Richard Holder; 2nd Gary McGuiness; 3rd David Francis
Rookie: 1st Giuseppe Damian; 2nd Martin Rhodes; 3rd Dinesh Pall
Aerobatics: 1st Tutti Frutti; 2nd Angry Birds

Wing Suiters ((Photos: Martin Martinez)

FORTHCOMING NATIONAL COMPETITIONS
Formation Skydiving 4-way & Vertical Formation Skydiving: 24-27 August at Target Skysports,
Hibaldstow
Artistic, FS 8-way & Speed Skydiving: 1-3 September Venue: TBA
Canopy Formation: 3-5 September at Skydive Buzz, Dunkeswell
Canopy Piloting: 7-9 September at Skydive Buzz, Dunkeswell

INTERNATIONAL
3rd FAI INDOOR SKYDIVING WORLD CUP 25-28 October, Bahrain
35th FAI WORLD FREEFALL STYLE AND ACCURACY LANDING CHAMPIONSHIPS
24-31 August 2018, Erden, Montana, Bulgaria
2nd FAI World Wingsuit Flying Championship 26-31 August, Prostejov, Czech Republic
FAI World Parachuting Championships 2018 in FS, Artistics, Speed, CF 4-13 October 2018, Gold
Coast, Queensland, Australia
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BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION (BCPA)

The BCPA is a volunteer-run, non-profit organisation, set up for the purpose of promoting skydiving at
a collegiate level with the aim to provide a community where several hundred university skydivers
(from over 30 affiliated university clubs) can find like-minded people - with whom they can jump,
compete and most importantly socialise!
The BCPA co-ordinates annual inter-university leagues for competitions (3-way, freefly and accuracy)
as well as club achievements (eg Cat-8 or FS1) culminating in an awards ceremony at the summer
BCPA Nationals.
Checkout Member Profile section in this Newsletter to read about Jake John, BCPA Vice-Chair.

BCPA 2018 EVENTS AND COMPETITIONS
BCPA Freshers 2018 will be held in December 2018.
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http://www.precisionflying.co.uk
Responsible for the promotion and day-to-day running of Rally and Precision Flying
competitions within the UK and the selection of pilots and crew to represent Great Britain at
international competitions organised under the auspices of the Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale (FAI).
VFR navigation skills developed during the Private Pilots Licence (PPL) course are all too
quickly forgotten as reliance is placed on GPS systems. Check out our video
https://vimeo.com/57272236
Rally and Precision flying doesn’t just hone your navigation, as no GPS flight
planning/routing equipment is allowed, and flying skills. It’s fun and a great place to meet
new pilots and navigators, make friends, fly to new airfields and provide new challenges.
New
members,
flying
and
non-flying,
are
http://www.precisionflying.co.uk for further information.

always

welcome.

Contact

NEWS
2018 DOMESTIC COMPETITIONS
5th May:

Precision

First place: Chris Barnes

The Guernsey Rally (16th & 17th June), while not a BBPA event The Guernsey Rally is
used by some BPPA members for competition practice. The 2018 Guernsey Rally was won
by BBPA Chairman Roddy Blois.

22nd & 23rd July

Precision

Cuckoo Tye strip
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2018 INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS
Friendlies in France
19th - 21st May:
Precision and Rally
Precision: Rodney Blois

Chauvigny, France

1st - 3rd June:
Precision and Rally Vannes, France
Rally (Elite): 5th Roddy Blois & Jude Wordsworth
Precision (Elte): 6th Roddy Blois
7th Paul Smiddy
8th - 10th June:
Precision and Rally Langres, France
Rally: (Elite) 3rd Roddy Blois & Alain Dambre
Precision (Elite): 5th Rodney Blois
22nd - 24th June:
Precision and Rally
th
Precision (Elite): 12 Roddy Blois

Etampes, France

FAI 21ST WORLD AIR RALLY CHAMPIONSHIPS 5th – 11th August
Dubnica, Slovakia
Team GB: Pilot – Roddy Blois, Navigator-Philip Crewe
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http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (affectionately known as “The
3Rs”) is mandated to oversee British handicap air racing, British and World aviation records
and formal air rallies.
Aircraft with Rotax 912 engines are now able to compete and the 3Rs are looking forward to
opening out the membership of this exciting AirSport.
http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/rotax-912.html
My thanks to 3Rs Chairman Tim Wassell for the following air-racing weekend reports:
SANDOWN ISLE of WIGHT
Wow, what an absolute cracker!

12TH - 13TH MAY

Whoever said air racing was boring?

Last weekend saw the 3R’s racing once again at Sandown IOW, the first time since the
airfield came under new management. Our host Dan Subhani totally embraced our activities
and saw the island aerodrome buzzing all weekend. The revised course took in much of the
southern parts of the island proved popular with pilots and spectators alike.
However, not everything went to plan. The weather once again played a part. Having
completed practice, the first race looked to be on for a mid-afternoon start until last minute
low cloud and rain eventually led to cancellation.
Not to be deterred, the committee elected to run two shorter races the next day. An early
Sunday start saw all nine racers raring to go in the bright sunshine. First up was the
prestigious Grosvenor Challenge Trophy. Great racing eventually saw Andrew and James
Friday (Race 3) cross the line in first place. A well-deserved victory, Andrew flew a ‘blinder’
of a race with superb accuracy, achieving the least excess distance. Second place went to
Simon Tilling and Emma Taylor (race 9) in their Bulldog with Jonathon Willis (Race 23)
taking the last of the podium positions. Bad luck to Dominic Crossan (Race 47) who
unfortunately had to retire due to technical problems (we’ve all had them!)
A lunchtime start saw the second of the races’ underway, The Battle of Britain Trophy. With
Dominic still side lined this left eight planes lined up on Sandown’s 23 runway. Some forty
minutes and four laps later we had one of the closest finishes for a long time with Simon
Tilling being the victor. Second place went to Ian Harding in his most successful event to
date and yet again “Mr. Consistent” Jonathan Willis third in his RV6.
The super 305 Trophy was awarded by Guy Hook in memory of his father and brother for
best performance of the weekend with Simon Tilling once again getting the honours. Runner
up was Jonathan Willis and third place Ian Harding.
Well done everybody.
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HAVERFORDWEST

23RD - 24TH JUNE

What a scorcher!
After race weekends of marginal weather, last weekends’ race meeting
was flown in glorious sunshine, soaring temperatures with endless visibility. About time!
The venue, this time was the popular Haverfordwest Airport in the beautiful rolling
countryside of Pembrokeshire.
The entry a healthy twelve aircraft and the largest this season saw the return of some
seasoned racers, Geoffrey Book with wife Suzie flew in from Ronaldsway (the Isle of Man
Parliament must be in crisis!), Gordon Bellerby and wife Caroline from Yorkshire as well as
Alan Turner and Rex Levi - the grandees of air racing in their Grumman AA1 from
Essex. Committee member Matt Summers flew his RV8 with ‘serial navigator’ Seren Farrar
and John Kelsall made a ‘guest appearance’ in his RV7.
With practice and the mandatory briefings out the way, racing commenced Saturday midafternoon for The Gower Cup.
4 laps and some 98 miles later saw Simon Tilling flying solo in his Bulldog cross the line in
convincing style and even with a time penalty was confirmed the winner. Once again ‘Mr
Consistent’ Jon Willis, (Race 23) RV6 was ‘first of the losers’ in a very creditable second
place. Last of the podium positions went to Gordon Bellerby with wife Caroline tasked with
nav duties in their diesel powered Robin DR400.

Simon Tilling (Photo: Chris Hall)

Less than 24 hours later pilots were lining up on Haverford’s runway 21 for the prestigious
SBAC Trophy. With Erik Andersen (Race 69) side lined the field was down to eleven
aircraft. Once again after a mere 45 minutes Simon Tilling was first across the line. How
does that man do it? Close behind was Matt Summers (Race 26) in his RV8. Navigator
Seren obviously thrilled judging by the smile on her face. Once again Mr and Mrs Bellerby
made it two third places in one weekend.
What a weekend, great flying and a truly amazing atmosphere. Air race weekends don’t get
much better than this.

SHERBURN IN ELMET

14TH - 15TH JULY

Sherburn sunshine. With the biggest entry so far this season the Sherburn Air Races were
bound to be a spectacle. However the thirteen aircraft entered soon became eleven as Erik
Andersen (Race 69) and Cliff Hawkins (Race 200) withdrew.
Saturday’s race, The Ginger Lacey Trophy named after the famous Battle of Britain Pilot got
underway from Sherburn’s runway 28 bang on 3.30. First man away or should I say first
man and woman away were Hamish Mitchell66
(Race 17) and Christine Carlin, making a first

time appearance this season in their Cessna Float Plane. Less than an hour later and
having covered almost a hundred miles over 4 laps, Gordon Bellerby (Race 82) and Dave
Lee were first across the line. In second place was Matt Summers (Race 26) with navigator
Sean in their super- fast RV8. Jonathan Willis (Race 23), they don’t call him ‘Mr Consistent’
for nothing, came a creditable third.
Alas, all was not to be as all the results got turned upside down. Our strict racing code saw
most of the finishers eliminated due to flying infringements. Gordon lost his ‘win’ Jonathan
was promoted to second and Dan Pangbourne with son Oscar (Race 8) came third.
Sunday’s race, The Merlin Trophy saw some closer racing on yet another gloriously hot day.
With the entry down to ten aircraft, four laps later of flying picturesque Yorkshire countryside
Hamish and Christine took a convincing win in the Cessna. Simon Tilling (Race 9) returned
another great performance getting the runner up spot. Ian Harding (Race 44) took a strong
third place.
So that was Sherburn, another very successful air race weekend. Our grateful thanks to
SAC Chairman Adrian White for presenting the prizes and mega thanks to Richard Maxted,
together with his team of volunteers, who worked tirelessly over the whole weekend.

Next up, Shobdon over the weekend of 11-12 August. Just in case you have forgotten it’s
the Kings Cup, air racings’ greatest prize.
See you there
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
The Light Aircraft Association (LAA) was established just after the end of World War Two with
the aim of ensuring that recreational aviation was affordably available to the man in the street.
Pre-war it had predominantly been the preserve of the better off.
Nearly seventy years later, the Association remains true to that ethos, demonstrating its
commitment to affordability with its Permit to Fly airworthiness regime, and with its work in
advocacy ensuring that the needs and freedoms of the recreational pilot are duly considered.

NEWS
International Rally Friday 31st August - Sunday 2nd September 2018
at Sywell Aerodrome
Members and Non Members by AIR: £10 for all 3 days N.B. If flying in you will need to book a
slot. One landing fee of £10 covers admission for all on board for three days and camping by
your aircraft. PLEASE NOTE ANY FURTHER LANDINGS WILL BE CHARGED.
Members (LAA, BMAA and BRA members) by ROAD: £6 for all 3 days - INCLUDES AIRSIDE
ACCESS. Please bring your valid membership card with you.
Non Members by ROAD: £12 for all 3 days - DOES NOT INCLUDE AIRSIDE ACCESS
AIRSIDE ACCESS: Members: Free Non Members : £10 per day (Passes for sale at the LAA
Tent)

LAA AGM
The LAA AGM will be held at Sywell Aerodrome on 21st October
For more information: http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/AGM/2018/agm_2018.html

PERMIT AIRCRAFT FOR SELF-FLY HIRE and POST PPL TRAINING
Revision to the Air Navigation Order now enable post PPL training and self-fly permit aircraft
hire. This will increase the potential for flying clubs to use aircraft on Permit from vintage aircraft
to newer sports aircraft. The aircraft owner needs to have a Certificate for Renumerated Use
and an appropriate Pilots Operating Handbook as well as an agreed Maintenance Programme.
The registration process details are available on the LAA website (Technical Leaflet TL 2.09)
The LAA is also in discussion with the UK CAA to extend Permit aircraft to be used by nonowners for ab-initio flying training.

2018 LAA TRAINING COURSES
LAA Courses are held in their workshops and lecture theatre facilities at the Turweston HQ,
unless otherwise stated.
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To book a place contact: Sheila or Penny 01280 846786 (press 2 when asked) or visit the LAA
website www.laa.uk.com
If you wish to be added to the LAA waiting list for any of their above courses listed on their
website www.laa.uk.com please email your details to office@laa.uk.com with course(s)
interested in so they can see if they can provide additional dates.

FAI YOUNG AVIATION ARTISTS (6-17yrs) COMPETITION 2018
Eight UK winners were selected at the Light Aircraft Association’s Turweston headquarters on
21st February following a year’s publicity to gain more entrants than in the past. The UK
competition was sponsored by the LAA, the Royal Aero Club, Pilot magazine and the Guild of
Aviation Artists.

Chairman Andrew Latham with Sywell Air Scouts Alex Hodgson and William Hains at the Mall Galleries GAvA
Exhibition

The judges were Philip Whiteman, editor of Pilot magazine; Rhody Sims, photographer;
Chairman of the Guild of Aviation Artists, Michael Turner and LAA CEO Steve Slater.
Sadly none of the UK entrants made it to the FAI winners podium. The FAI 2018 winners,
each of whom has been award with FAI Young Artists medals and diplomas, were
Juniors (ages 6-9)

Aryav Sheth (USA), Ariana Lee (USA), Emilija Krusaite (LTU)

Intermediate (ages 10-13) Molly Wu (USA), Anna Shramuk (BLR), Tiia Huotari (FIN)
Seniors (ages 14-17)

Ge Shi (CHN), James Tseng (USA), Anastasia Alferova (RUS)

To see their works of art click on this link
https://www.flickr.com/photos/airsports_fai/sets/72157694528495901

FAI YOUNG AVIATION ARTISTS (6-17yrs) COMPETITION 2019
The FAI Young Aviation Artists contest offers young people between the ages of six to
seventeen years of age to draw or paint their visions of “My Dream to Fly” and the LAA is once
again facilitating the UK competition in association with the Royal Aero Club, Pilot magazine
and the Guild of Aviation Artists.
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https://www.fai.org/fai-young-artists-contest There is no entry fee.
Entries will be judged in three categories:
• Junior Category (date of birth between 1 January 2009 and 31 December 2012)
• Intermediate Category (date of birth between 1 January 2005 and 31 December 2006)
• Senior Category (date of birth between 1 January 2001 and 31 December 2004)
All artwork must be done by hand or, in the case of handicapped children, by foot or mouth. The
required format is A3 (297 x 420 mm or 11 3/4 X 16 ½ inches). For the media permitted:
https://www.fai.org/fai-young-artists-contest
UK drawing and painting entries should be submitted via the LAA HQ at Turweston
Aerodrome, Nr Brackley, Northamptonshire, NN13 5YD by 31st January 2019. The UK winning
entries will be submitted to the FAI in Lausanne in March 2019.
Check out the LLA website for entry instructions http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/art
Why not get local youngsters interested by inviting groups of them to your airfield and
providing some art materials, eg pens, pencils, paints, crayons and paper and get them to
draw/paint what they see…… could be your aircraft; airfield scenes etc. Contact Anne Hughes
at the LAA for advice, support, posters, flyers (the paper one that can be distributed ☺ ) and
competition entry forms. art@laa.uk.com

Youth & Education Support (YES)
Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, and
more commonly abbreviated to YES, works together with LAA Clubs, leading industry
companies, local education authorities, schools and universities and many others to educate,
encourage and inspire young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with aviation.
Checkout the Youth section in this Newsletter to see the latest YES news

MEET THE LAA DAYS
Old Buckenham: 29-30 September 2018

LAA STRUT MEETINGS
Some LAA Strut meetings make a small charge for non-members but all are welcome to attend.
Strut meetings are an excellent source of advice and help, whether building, buying, training or
simply wanting to be involved in the local aviation scene. Checkout the LAA website for
details of your local STRUT http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
LAA Strut meetings are an excellent source of advice and help whether building, buying, training
or simply wanting to be involved in the local aviation scene and are dotted around the UK
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?ll=54.24363487961207%2C1.5878390000000308&spn=6.880984%2C5.498148&t=h&vpsrc=0&msa=0&source=embed&ie=
UTF8&mid=1urgqDmOoewO2rfciox0b2XOj0d8&z=6

FOR LAA FRIENDLY AIRFIELDS
CHECKOUT http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Airfields/airfield_listing.html
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https://www.aerosociety.com
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) was founded in 1866 with the objectives “for the
advancement of Aerial Navigation and for Observations in Aerology connected therewith”.
Major conferences, lectures and events are held at the RAeS headquarters in central London at
4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ with lectures and conferences normally open to interested
non-members. The RAeS also encompasses a variety of special interest groups and local
branches in the UK, and overseas, who too organise programmes of lectures and events.

THE RAeS GENERAL AVIATION GROUP
The RAeS General Aviation Group (GAG) is concerned with the technical development of
general aviation aircraft including aeroplanes, gliders, microlights and paragliders. Its special
interests lie in good new design and construction, and rationalisation of airworthiness regulation.
https://www.aerosociety.com/get-involved/specialist-groups/business-general-aviation/generalaviation
RAeS GA DESIGN COMPETITION
Entries for the Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) GA Design Competition, which includes
aircraft and aircraft systems, closed on 30th June. Watch this space as winners will be
announced at the RAeS GA Group’s Design Conference in November 2018, just in time for our
Autumn Newsletter.

BOEING, ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY AND AEROBILITY LAUNCHES A
NEW STEM BUILD CHALLENGE, FALCON 2, TO INCREASE ACCESSIBILITY TO
FLYING FOR DISABLED PEOPLE
Applications open now for schools to apply to take part so if you know a school who would
like to take part in this challenge Contact: careers@aerosociety.com or 020 7670 4325
The challenge is to invent a working flight simulator adapted for the needs of disabled people.
From creating the flight simulator software and hardware, to developing accessibility aids to
meet different user needs such as physical, hearing, visual or learning impairments, as well as
looking at ways to transport the completed flight simulator to events and schools around the UK,
schools can compete to design all or some parts of the simulator which will be subsequently
used by the charity Aerobility in their outreach activities.

NEW UK AEROSPACE AND AVIATION TELEVISION PROGRAMME
InFocus Broadcasting is delighted to have partnered with the Royal Aeronautical Society to
produce a sector-specific television programme that will explore and celebrate the role that UK
aerospace and aviation play around the world.
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a trailer that sets the scene for the whole programme, featuring Royal Aeronautical Society
2016-17 President, Sir Stephen Dalton FRAeS, is available on the InFocus Broadcasting
website: http://infocusbroadcasting.com/RAeS/

THE RAeS HISTORICAL GROUP
The Historical Group exists to provide a focus within the RAeS for the study and discussion of
aerospace history, and to contribute on behalf of the Society to wider activities in this field, both
in the UK and internationally and organises several lectures and discussion evenings at RAeS
Headquarters each year which everyone is welcome to attend.

RAeS LECTURES
All RAeS Lectures are free to attend for RAeS members. To reserve your place send your name
and contact details to conference@aerosociety.com or click on 'book now' for the RAeS Event
https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar you wish to attend and log in to your profile or
create a user account.
September lectures include: Tupolev post World War II Airliner Projects (5th at No 4
Hamilton Place, London, W1J 7BQ 18:00 - 19:00); The Last Day of Lancaster DV 403 (19th at
Personnel and Conference Centre, BAE Systems, Warton Aerodrome, Preston PR4 1AX
speaker: Prof Trevor Kerry). Other September lectures: https://www.aerosociety.com/eventscalendar/?keywords=&location=&eventType=&day=&month=9&year=2018&view=month&page
Size=100&pageNumber=1
October lectures include: Cierva Named Lecture 2018 presented by Igor Cherepinsky,
Director of Autonomy Programs, Sikorsky Aircraft, a Lockheed Martin Company (9th at No 4
Hamilton Place, London, W1J 7BQ 18:00 - 19:00); Queen Elizabeth Class Aircraft Carriers –
Flagships for the Future (16th at Room U020, Brockington Building, Loughborough University
LE11 3TU 19.30); Tony Lucking Debate 2018 (25th at No 4 Hamilton Place, London, W1J 7BQ
Other October lectures:
https://www.aerosociety.com/eventscalendar/?keywords=&location=&eventType=&day=&month
=10&year=2018&view=month&pageSize=100&pageNumber=1
November lectures include: ‘Gone: Fishing’ – Making of the Lost Trawlermen Memorial,
Hull (14th at Brough Branch, Cottingham Parks Golf Club, HU16 5SW 19.30); C17 Aeromed
Operations (20th at The Magdalen Centre, Oxford Science Park, Oxford 19.00)
Other November lectures:
https://www.aerosociety.com/eventscalendar/?keywords=&location=&eventType=&day=&month
=11&year=2018&view=month&pageSize=100&pageNumber=1

You can also catch-up on past lectures and events via the RAeS Video and Audio
Archive https://www.aerosociety.com/events/catch-up-on-events/video-audio-archive/
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https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk

The Royal Air Force Museum takes an innovative approach while keeping with tradition and is
Britain’s only national museum dedicated wholly to aviation.
The London museum is situated on what used to be RAF Hendon and holds over 95 aircraft in
four themed aircraft halls. The museum at Cosford, acknowledged as one of the leading public
attractions in the Midlands, displays over 70 aircraft and is home to the National Cold War
Exhibition. This exhibition focuses on the Cold War story from national, international, cultural
and social/political perspectives.
CENTENARY OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE
The award-winning RAF Museum will celebrate and commemorate this anniversary through a
major transformation of our visitor experience sharing the RAF story on site and online
throughout 2018.
The new multi-million-pound transformation of the RAF Museum’s London home, which I had
the privilege of being invited to the Press day, welcomes visitors to discover a new green heart
of the community in Colindale, reflecting the historic RAF Hendon airfield.
For more information about the RAF Museum’s RAF Centenary Programme and their
calendar of events visit www.rafmuseum.org

MUSEUM NEWS
RAF MUSEUM COSFORD
The RAF Museum at Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP, is open daily from 10am and
entry is free of charge. For more information visit: www.rafmuseum.org/cosford 01902 376200

COSFORD NEWS
RAF MUSEUM COSFORD 2018 EVENTS DIARY
Admission charges apply for some events and activities. Events may be subject to change and
additional events may be added during the year, please visit the Museum website
www.rafmuseum.org/cosford for more details or call For further information on RAF COSFORD
MUSEUMs 2018 events, please visit the Museum’s website www.rafmuseum.org/cosford or
call 01902 376200.

RECREATING HISTORY IN MINECRAFT
Timings: Morning session 9:00am - 12:00pm, Full day 9:00am - 4:00pm
Cost: £20.00 per morning, £30.00 for the full day (50p booking fee applies)
Maximum capacity: 30 participants. This workshop is suitable for children aged 8 to 15
years.
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CAR RALLIES
The RAF Museum Cosford is a popular venue for car clubs and can cater for rallies with up to
150 vehicles.
26th August:

Capri World

If you are interested in holding a car rally at Cosford, please contact groupscosford@rafmuseum.org check availability and for bookings.

DATE
11 -12 August
15 August
22 August
15th & 29 August
2 September
15 September
21 - 22 September
27 October - 2 November
11 November
12 - 18 November
7 December

EVENT
Vintage and Handmade Festival
Summer of Spies Workshops
Summer of Spies Workshops
Summer of Spies Workshops
Spitfire 10K and Spitfire Family Run
100 Cockpits and Cabs
Outdoor Cinema
Airfix Make and Take
Remembrance Service
MBCC Open Week
100 Cockpits and Cabs

GUILD OF AVIATION ARTISTS EXHIBITION
Until 31 December 2018
The paintings on display in the Art Gallery have been specially selected to demonstrate the
variety and scope of Guild of Aviation Artists members’ work and display are all for sale and the
RAF Museum receives a commission from sales. The paintings represent 100 years of the Royal
Air Force in its centenary year.

NIMROD TOURS 2018
On board tours of the Nimrod are available to learn about its intelligence gathering role in the
Royal Air Force; to gain an insight into the history of the aircraft; hear about the crews on board
and get to see some of its sophisticated surveillance equipment.
Cost: Nimrod Tours cost £5.00 per person (booking fee applies of 50p per person). Tours last
15 minutes (max 6 people per tour) and morning time slots can be pre-booked in advance to
guarantee availability. Afternoon Tours may be available on the day on a first come first served
basis.
To book: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/whats-going-on/events/nimrod-tours-2018/
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RAF MUSEUM HENDON
The RAF Museum at Hendon, Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL is open daily from 10am
and entry is free of charge. For more information visit: london@rafmuseum.org 0208 205 2266

HENDON NEWS
I was lucky enough to be invited to the Press day for the new exhibition hangars at the RAF
Museum, Hendon.
Two new, innovative galleries explore the first 100 years of the RAF, its roles today and invite
visitors to imagine its future contribution and technology.

A third new exhibition will focus on the story of the RAF from the Falklands Conflict of the early
80’s to current operations.
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Each exhibition will represent the diversity and inclusivity of the Royal Air Force and focus on
the people behind the blue uniforms as part of the wider calendar of RAF 100 events
celebrating and commemorating the RAF’s Centenary across the country.

The Museum has also launched RAF Stories - an online digital project to inspire participants
to share accounts of the Royal Air Force.
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SPITFIRE 10K AND FAMILY FUN RUN 2nd September 2018
Time: Family Run 9.15am / Spitfire 10K 10am

Location: RAF Museum, London NW9

Cost: Standard entry £22.50 per person (15+ years); £5 each for fun run
(Armed Forces Personnel and members of UK Athletics affiliated clubs are eligible for the
discounted entry fee of £20.50 per person).
This year RAF Museum Hendon are offering 800 runners the opportunity to run a 10K on their
historic airfield site in North West London. At the end of the race you will be awarded with an
exclusive Spitfire 10K medal, which will be extra special for 2018 as this year will be the
centenary of the Royal Air Force.

Entry to the Museum is free of charge and runners, spectators and supporters are encouraged
to explore the site on race day.
SPITFIRE FAMILY RUN
For 2018 RAF Museum Hendon is also holding a NEW Spitfire Family Run, a gentle run with
each registered runner will receive a special medal upon completion. The race is suitable for all
ages, but children under 16 years must be accompanied by an adult. Standard entry (all
ages): £5 (this includes a medal). Please note that only paying participants will be awarded a
medal.
If you’re aged 15 and over why not give it a go? For further details and to register for the event
london@rafmuseum.org
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/event/2959216?catID=12124

OPEN COCKPITS AND CABS
The exclusive Open Cockpits and Cabs events are an opportunity to raise vital funds for the
RAF100 Appeal, which is a joint venture between the Royal Air Force and the four major RAF
charities; the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, the Royal Air Forces Association, the Royal Air
Force Charitable Trust and the Royal Air Force Museum. The aim of the Appeal is to raise
money for the RAF family and to create a lasting legacy celebrating 100 years of the Royal Air
Force.
Cost: £13.50 per person (plus a 50p booking fee), £10.00 for Museum Members.
Minimum height restrictions of 1.07 metres will apply.
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To help young visitors those who have autism prepare for and get maximum enjoyment from
their visit to RAF Hendon they have prepared an autism friendly aircraft trail which may be
downloaded free of charge from their website https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/documents/ALDLondon/aircraft_checklist_2017.pdf

EXHIBITIONS
“FIRST WORLD WAR IN THE AIR”
Until 31st December 2018
Eleven years after the first powered flight, aviation emerged as a force capable of changing the
face of battle. In 1914 the Royal Flying Corps numbered just 1,500 people. By 1918, when the
Royal Air Force was created, this had grown to more than 205,000.

The full strategic value of air power had become all too evident - both on the battlefield and on
the Home Front. The compelling story of the First World War in the Air is revealed in an awardwinning exhibition in the Claude Grahame-White Hangar

RAF INSPIRED : THE FURNITURE MAKERS
Until 30 SEPTEMBER 2018
Rycotewood Furniture Centre students are currently working with the Royal Air Force Museum
to develop a series of public seating as part of the Museum's Historic Hendon Project for this
year’s RAF Centenary.
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The main aspect of their brief was to find something within the Museum that inspired them,
whether it was the aircraft itself, the people behind the RAF the grounds and local area
Daily from 10.00am in the Museum's Art Gallery
THE COLD WAR EXPERIENCE
Until 27th November 2018 the Cold War Experience runs the last Tuesday of every month at
the RAF Museum London and offers the rare chance to explore some of the most significant
Cold War aircraft in RAF Museum Hendon’s collection.
The Avro Vulcan B.2, McDonnell Douglas Phantom FGR.2 and the BAC Lightning F.6 tell a
story of uncertainty and tension that loomed over the world for decades.
You can also visit the 'Bomb Bay' television underneath the gigantic Vulcan Bomber and
discover the amazing heroes, heroines and trailblazers who have contributed so much to the
development of flight and the RAF.
“Cold War” tickets are £49.50 with access to the exhibition on the last Tuesday of every month
at the RAF Museum London. For more information about the Cold War Experience email:
whatsonlondon@rafmuseum.org

RAF Hendon’s Sunderland Hall
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THREE PILOTS – ONE WAR EXHIBITION

until 9 December 2018

10.00 till closing Cost: Free
The exhibition was inspired by the experiences of three pilots during the First World War who
each wrote frequent letters home.

Bernard Rice from England

Peter Falkenstein from Germany, Jean Chaput from France and Bernard Rice from England.

THE MARK 16 SPITFIRE EXPERIENCE

UNTIL 31 DECEMBER 2018

11.00 - 16.00 daily in the Historic Hangars
Climb inside the Spitfire MK16 and take the pilot’s seat, learn about the aircraft and see what it
would have been like to fly a Spitfire.
Cost: £10 per person
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CONSULTATIONS

NEW CLASS D CONTROLLED AIRSPACE (CAS) PROPOSAL:
LONDON OXFORD AIRPORT AND RAF BRIZE NORTON
LONDON OXFORD
Full
details
can
be
found
at:
http://www.oxfordairport.co.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2017/12/171213-70893_017_loa_acp_consultation_document_issue_1.pdf
Responses can be given via an online form http://www.oxfordairport.co.uk/the-airport/publicconsultation or can be sent via email to consultation@londonoxfordairport.com

NEW CLASS D CONTROLLED AIRSPACE (CAS) CONSULTATIONS:
RAF BRIZE NORTON
RAF Brize Norton wishes to make changes to the dimensions of the Class D airspace
surrounding the aerodrome in order to contain their aircraft within the CAS when arriving at
or departing from the airfield. The consultation seeks to present details of the proposed
changes and gain views on any resulting positive and negative impacts with new airspace
arrangements aiming to enhance efficiency and improve flight safety for all stakeholders.
•

During public meetings see https://www.raf.mod.uk/rafbrizenorton

Full details can be found at:
https://www.raf.mod.uk/rafbrizenorton/rafcms/mediafiles/8259A688_E36F_447D_738273767
0965DA4.pdf

EXETER AIRPORT
Exeter Airspace Change Proposal.
The proposal has been turned down under the grounds of
You can view the publication at https://www.exeter-airport.co.uk/content/uploads/70998021-Exeter-Airport-ACP-DocumentIssue-1_CAA-submission.pdf
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IS YOUR AIRFIELD UNDER THREAT?
We will endeavour to keep you updated in subsequent RAeC Newsletters about threatened
airfields and how you can help to keep them open for the benefit of all aviators.
Do download the “All-Party Parliamentary Group on General Aviation” Education Pack,
contact your local MP and add your voice to the campaign to keep your airfield open and
thriving www.generalaviationappg.uk and register for notification of GAAC news updates at
http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress/
The General Aviation Awareness Council (GAAC) is the most representative UK body in
General Aviation and is recognised by Government, the CAA and others to be the
organisation that speaks for General Aviation on planning and environmental issues. They
intend to widen their ‘awareness’ campaign to other issues where there is consensus.

PROJECT PHEONIX AND PANSHANGAR AERODROME
Project Phoenix has stated a petition to persuade Welwyn Hatfield Council to keeps its
promise to include an airfield in its Draft Local Plan.
Sign the petition: www.change.org/p/chief-planning-officer
phoenix.org.uk

and checkout www.project-

THE GOOD NEWS
Cotswold Airport (Kemble): The proposal to build a 2,000-home sustainable village as an
alternative to the Cotswold District Local plan proposal near Cirencester has been through
Public Examination. The Planning Inspector’s report endorsing continued aviation use of the
site was issued on 5 June 2018.
Old Sarum: Planning application for housing development and 10 additional hangars
amongst other work, objected to by various parties as being detrimental to the site’s heritage
and potentially limiting use of the aerodrome. An appeal made by Old Sarum’s land owner
to the Planning Inspectorate. The Council subsequently rejected the planning application.
Sibson: An unsuccessful bid for a 2,500 home Garden Village on site. The Council
subsequently withdrew their support for the proposal but the site is still listed in the Council’s
Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment.
Plymouth: FlyPlymouth plans to reopen the aerodrome and start regional airline services.
Sutton Harbour Holdings, the site lease holder, have proposed a mixed use development
although the definitive Plymouth City / South-West Devon Joint Local Plan retains the site for
aviation.
Redhill: Consultation on the definitive Local Plan is on-going but has ruled out the site for a
Garden Village and allocated it protective status as an Important Employment Site. The
current draft Local Plan earmarks the aerodrome for employment purposes and notes that
the site is within the Green Belt with a high risk of surface water flooding.
Wycombe Air Park: Site lease holder (Helicopter Aircraft Holdings Ltd) has agreed new
leases with the land owner, Wycombe District Council. See Wycombe Air Park below
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THE NOT SO GOOD NEWS
Dunsfold: Planning application for mixed use development with 1,800 homes on site got
Central Government approval for the application on 29 March 2018.
Long Marston: Designated in Stratford-on-Avon Local Plan adopted Core Strategy for
housing and has Government Garden Village approval with an adopted Supplementary
Planning Document. Developer is Cala Homes in conjunction with site owner. See
Wellesbourne below
My thanks to the GAAC for allowing the use of their data showing the current status of
airfields known to be under threat, in this RAeC Newsletter. If you know of any GA airfields
under threat do let the GAAC know http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress/ or contact them at
General Aviation Awareness Council, Bicester Airfield, Skimmingdish Lane, Bicester,
Oxfordshire, OX26 5HA.

Aerodrome

Current Status

Andrewsfield

Braintree, Colchester and Tendring Councils are jointly developing a Local Plan for
North-East Essex with an area including Andrewsfield aerodrome earmarked for a
garden community with ultimately 10,000 homes. The definitive Local Plan is the
subject of Public Examination with the Planning Inspector raising serious concerns
about the viability of the proposal.
Aylesbury/Thame Resident Upward Bound Trust Gliding Club given notice to quit; technical site
(Haddenham)
adjoining landing / take-off area earmarked in Aylesbury Vale District Council
definitive Local Plan for development.
Bourn
Site earmarked for 3,200 homes in definitive Local Plan by South Cambridgeshire
District Council. The Plan has been the subject of Public Examination with specific
hearings on the proposals for Bourne aerodrome held on 4 April 2017.
Chalgrove
Aerodrome has been transferred from the MoD to Homes England (HE) and is
occupied / operated by Martin-Baker Aircraft (MBA). Site included in South
Oxfordshire District Council initial 2033 Local Plan for a 3,000-home development
with a new runway for MBA operations but Plan being reassessed as concerns raised
over infrastructure issues and availability of site within the Plan period. HE has stated
that they will use their CPO powers if current negotiations about the development with
MBA, who wish to protect and expand their on-site operations, are unsuccessful.
Deenethorpe
Site accepted under the Government’s Garden Village scheme for development with up
to 1,500 homes which development is supported by the Brudenell Estate, the site
owner. Public consultations on a proposed site masterplan commenced in March 2018
prior to a planning application expected to be made in Summer 2018.
Dunsfold
Planning application for mixed use development with 1,800 homes on site approved by
Waverley Borough Council on 14 December 2016 but called in for a Public Inquiry the
result of which was Central Government approval for the application on 29 March
2018.
Elvington
York City Council definitive Local Plan submitted for Public Examination on 25 May
2018 includes a development of up to 3,330 homes occupying the middle section of the
aerodrome runway.
Fairoaks
Surrey Heath Borough Council made a confidential, unsuccessful bid to establish a
Garden Village on site with public consultations starting in February 2017. A local
opposition group presented in January 2018 an alternative scheme (“Fairoaks 2020”)
that retains the aerodrome. Public consultation started on 4 June 2018 on Council’s
draft Local Plan options document which states that for Chobham “Employment and
Retail - Sets out that development at Fairoaks Airport should be guided by a
development brief / masterplan.” Outline planning application made on 12 July 2018
for a Garden Village on site with 1,000 homes.
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Aerodrome
Halfpenny Green
(Wolverhampton
Business Airport)
Hullavington
Langar
Long Marston

Manston

North Denes
(Yarmouth
Heliport)
Nottingham City
(Tollerton)
Panshanger

Wellesbourne
Mountford

Wycombe Air
Park

Current Status
Aerodrome sold to MCR Property Group an investment and development company
focused on commercial and residential real estate. The Group expected to complete an
initial study by Autumn 2017 of future aerodrome income and investment that
reportedly excludes housing on the site. A tenant has written to MCR inviting them to
consider a consortium to run the aerodrome.
The former RAF Hullavington aerodrome site has been sold to Dyson Ltd who
obtained planning consent to renovate two existing Type D hangars as research centres.
An outline planning application with a site wide masterplan is expected later in 2018.
Aerodrome put up for sale – currently occupied / operated by British Parachute
Schools.
Aerodrome is designated in Stratford-on-Avon Local Plan adopted Core Strategy for
housing and has Government Garden Village approval with an adopted Supplementary
Planning Document. Developer is Cala Homes in conjunction with site owner. See
entry for Wellesbourne Mountford on page 3.
Resubmitted application by River Oak Strategic Partners made on 16 July 2018 for a
Development Consent Order to retain the aerodrome as a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project. Site owners have submitted a revised planning application for
mixed use retaining 1,199 metres of the existing runway for limited use by heritage
aircraft. Thanet District Council has rejected the definitive Local Plan submission that
included mixed use development of the site with the result that Central Government
have intervened to complete the Local Plan process.
The aerodrome with two grass runways is for sale having been disused since 2015 on
the cessation of North Sea helicopter operations.
With the support of the land owner, site earmarked for up to 4,000 homes in Local Plan
Core Strategy adopted by Rushcliffe Borough Council.
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council definitive Local Plan provides for a realigned grass
runway to the north of previous runway 11/29. Definitive Local Plan subject to Public
Examination with specific hearings on the aerodrome taking place on 20 February and
27 June 2018. An outline planning application to re-open the aerodrome has been
submitted and another party has submitted two separate applications to establish a
replacement aerodrome at either Hatfield or Cromer Hyde.
Gladman Developments in conjunction with the site owner have proposed a
development of 1,600 homes on the site although the Stratford-on-Avon District
Council Local Plan adopted Core Strategy has earmarked Long Marston aerodrome
(see page 1) as a preferred housing development site. A Core Strategy stated policy is
to “Retain and support the enhancement of the established flying functions and aviation
related facilities at Wellesbourne Airfield”. Tenants notified by owner that flying
activities would cease in December 2016 but action deferred pending tenant’s legal
action to obtain new leases. The Court judgement handed down on 25 June 2018 has
ruled against the tenants who are expected to appeal the decision by the deadline of 16
October 2018. The Council have formally rescinded the owner’s permitted
development rights to prevent building demolition work and have initiated proceedings
to negotiate an agreed purchase of the site or, failing that, to acquire the site by a CPO.
Site lease holder (Helicopter Aircraft Holdings Ltd) has agreed new leases with the
land owner, Wycombe District Council. Definitive Local Plan submitted for Public
Examination provides for an industrial / warehousing complex on south-eastern part of
the site resulting in loss of a runway and relocation of gliding activities. Public
Examination hearings started on 16 July 2018.

For MOD Site statuses see
http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/AERODROMES-UPDATE11JUL18.pdf
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GASCo
www.gasco.org.uk
The General Aviation Safety Committee was formed as a result of a meeting of the Conference
of General Aviation Organisations held on 4th September 1964, under the Chairmanship of the
late Air Chief Marshal, the Earl of Bandon GBE, CB, CVO, DSO.
GASCo’s 2018’s safety presentation is “Aware Today, Alive Tomorrow” and addresses
maintaining situational awareness, the use of threat and error management to prevent loss of
control accidents, mid-air collisions and airspace infringements. This is an excellent informative
evening for all GA aviators.
GASCo SEMINARS 2018
The first GASCo seminar for 2018, “Weather Decision Making for GA”, has been confirmed for
the 26th September and will be held at The Met Office’s premises in Exeter. For further details:
www.gasco.org.uk
FLIGHT SAFETY EXTRA
Flight Safety Extra complements GASCo's magazine Flight Safety and is another channel by
which GASCo hopes to get flight safety information to you in a convenient way and contains
many valuable sources of flight safety information.
To receive GASCo’s free Flight Safety extra e-newsletter each month contact the GASCo Office
01634 200203 or email penny.gould@gen-av-safety.demon.co.uk

FORTHCOMING GASCo SAFETY PRESENTATION EVENINGS
Booking requests are now being taken for the 2018/19 Season which starts on 1st October. If
you or your club would like to host an evening (or afternoon) between 1st October 2018 and
30th April 2019 telephone 01634 200203 or e-mail Penny at penny.gould@gen-avsafety.demon.co.uk

7 February 2019: 18.00 The St. Botolph Building, 138 Houndsditch, London, EC3A 7AW. To
pre-register for a ticket contact dtucker@haywards.net
18th March 2019: 19.30 Cambridge Aero Club, Cambridge Airport. Contact Megan Hollow,
01223 373717 or Reception@Cambridgeaeroclub.com

Please see GASCo’s website for up to date information: www.gasco.org.uk
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https://www.fai.org

2018 RECORDS SET BY BRITISH AVIATIORS
Our congratulations to David James Monks (for setting a speed over a recognised course of
65.04 km/hr on the 14th May 2018 over a recognised course and on 15th May 2018 with Russell
“Rusty” Waughman for setting a 2 speed records over a recognised course one of 21.15
km/hr and the second of 19.41 km/hr in a rotary aircraft.

David Monks

And keeping fingers crossed for FAI ratification for David Broome for a flight on 15th June 2018
of 34,544 km in a straight line without engine power; for Angus Macaskill for a flight on 3rd
April 2018 with an internal combustion engine for a speed of 192.4 km/hr over a recognised
course and for Fiona Macaskill for a flight on 24th March 2018 with an internal combustion
engine for a speed of 199.3 km/hr over a recognised course.

Fiona & Angus Macaskill
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http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

The VAC may be of interest to RAeC members who fly older aircraft types and aim of the
Vintage Aircraft Club is to provide a focal body for owners, pilots and enthusiasts of vintage
and classic light aircraft by arranging fly-ins and other events as well as publishing a
magazine called “Vintage and Classic”.

(photo: Anne Hughes)

My thanks to VAC Chairman Anne Hughes for the following reports
VAC Nostalgia at Turweston
Fortunately we always plan a ground event to support our fly-ins and the theme of the event
at Turweston in April was VAC Nostalgia. With thanks to the LAA at Turweston we were able
to use the members’ facilities to display memorabilia of over 50 years of the club, including
films of the early days at Finmere. So absorbed were the thirty or so VAC members who
arrived by road, most of us forgot that this was planned as a fly-in so the fact that rain and
mist enveloped the airfield for the whole day was much less of a disappointment! We are
grateful to members who rummaged through lofts and cupboards to share some original
photos, magazines, films and Jo Jurd cartoons with us. This was also an opportunity to
present Vron Tanner with the VAC’s Allen Clewley Trophy for support at events. We will be
spending more time going down ‘memory lane’ next year as we celebrate our fifty-fifth
birthday.

IWM Duxford – a superb location for a fly-in…
Always one of the highlights of the VAC calendar, the annual members’ Bonus Day at
Duxford at the beginning of June proved a little tricky for would-be arrivals, with early

88

morning mist delaying flights for some. However, early arrivals from other airfields made
themselves comfortable in the Pilots’ Lounge in the control tower and were rewarded with
the sight and sound of a Merlin engine as Classic Wing’s spitfire was located immediately
below us. Our spotters were rewarded with the sight of some beautiful VAC aircraft which
arrived later, including the magnificent Dragonfly from Biggin Hill. Members who arrived by
road also found a warm welcome and more than enough to enjoy around the museum.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER
Saturday 8th: Autumn Fly-In, Turweston
Saturday 1st September – Invite to Old Sarum for Boscombe Down Aviation Collection FlyIn.
Saturday 8th September – Autumn Fly-In, Turweston Aerodrome with VAC ground event.
Sunday 9th September – VAC invited to Rougham Airfield for RCTAM 26th Anniversary.
Saturday 13th October – VAC AGM at Wellesbourne. Themed aircraft to celebrate RAF
100 – VAC aircraft in military colours will feature as part of the event.
Sunday 28th October – VAC All Hallows Fly-In Turweston with Ground Event – Spooky
Stories– Flying Superstitions and Airfield Ghostly Encounters 1pm-2pm
Details at www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES
YOUTH IN AVIATION
Youth in Aviation is a collaboration of the non-profit, charitable and educational
organisations involved in enabling young people from all backgrounds to experience aviation
and aerospace inspiring the next generation. There are 16 organisations involved including
YES, RAF Cadets, Scouts; the Air League, Young Air Pilots, the BGA, RAF Museums,
the RAeS, Brooklands Museum all working together aiming to further the opportunities and
access to aviation and aerospace activities and providing over £300,000 of scholarships and
bursaries each year.

The General Aviation Awareness Council have educational information for school and
many of their members offer special facilities from visits to local airfields and pleasure flights
to arranging for helicopter visits to school sports field.
See http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress

BMAA HORIZONS PROJECT
The Horizon Project is a build-a-plane scheme for schools and provides a school with a
comprehensive kit of parts to build a two seat microlight aircraft. On completion the aircraft is
test flown by a fully qualified Test Pilot.
After the test flight the aircraft will be sold to provide funds for another New Horizons build-aplane project.
The BMAA appoints an experienced builder, as a mentor, who can also help with the more
complex parts of the build, but the main construction will be completed by the students.
For more information: https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/new-horizons

THE GREAT UK YOUTH ROCKETRY CHALLENGE
See BMFA Section in this Newsletter

YES

http://yesflyers.org.uk/

My thanks to Stewart Luck for the following YES report
The Youth & Education Support (YES) team have been out and about again and last
weekend (14th & 15th July) teamed up with volunteers from Stow Maries WW1 museum to
exhibit at Goodwood FOS.
It was 4 long days from 7am until 7pm where we met the public and engaged them with talk
about aviation. The pedal planes were the big attraction and drew in the crowds who we
were then able to talk to about other things such as learning to fly, supporting their local
airfield, choosing a career or even getting them to admit they belonged to aviation
organisations such as the BGA, LAA, BADA, HAA, BMAA, The Guild of Aviation Artists, Air
Britain, to name a few.
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We British are so backward in coming forward or slow to pick up on good things when they
come our way.

So would you please make mention of the work that is going on all over the UK by
Volunteers are spending a lot of time EDUCATING the public about AVIATION in all its
forms as Working Together does make a difference! However more volunteers are needed
to get the tasks done....…. do it once and see the smiles it brings to peoples faces.
The 2019 YES Education Conference now in its 12th year is on Sat 9th March at Brooklands
Museum. Please save the date in your diaries.

Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft
Association, and more commonly abbreviated to YES, works together with LAA Clubs,
leading industry companies, local education authorities, schools and universities and many
others to educate, encourage and inspire young people to take part in all sorts of activities
connected with aviation, through:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aircraft building projects (YES Build-a-Plane)
Training in meteorology, navigation and airmanship
Exhibits and activities for young people at aviation shows
Arranging talks and practical activity sessions for schools and youth groups
Arranging aviation activity days for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers, Girl
Guides and others
Production and demonstration of training equipment for navigation and radio
communications
Maintaining an independent web-based aviation information centre for youngsters,
and
Providing guidance on a future career in the varied world of aviation.

They are a group of aviation enthusiasts and pilots who organise and support events to help
youngsters develop an interest in flying and get them into the air.
My thanks to Andre for the following information
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The full summary of the 34x known Youth Build-a-Planes can be found at
http://yesflyers.org.uk/build-a-plane-projects-map/
Also please let youngsters know that the 2018 UK Pilot Scholarships, Sponsorships and
Bursaries are available to download at http://yesflyers.org.uk/scholarships/
The only Youth Build-a-Plane project, is currently being built by a Primary School, a ¾ size
Fokker Eindecker SSDR (Single Seat De-Regulated) being built by Saint Ronan’s School, in
Hawkhurst Kent. This was displayed at North Weald and Old Warden recently and on the
LAA stand at Farnborough International on Friday to Sunday, 20th to 22nd July.
The 13th Annual Young Aviators event will be held on Saturday 15h September 2018,
and we will be flying out 1,000th youngster at the same event, next year on Sat 14/09/19.
Finally Chris Jefferson has a magnificent 1/3 Size Hurricane

which he uses to provide some excellent STEM sessions and can be contacted on www.scihi.education
CADET SCHEMES
There are many opportunities and the majority of gliding clubs in the UK offer cadet
schemes. These schemes offer lower flying rates and sometime FREE flying in return for
assisting with daily club operations. Contact your nearest gliding club for details
If you are an Air Cadet additional funding is also available to you via the Post GS initiative.
See www.juniorgliding.co.uk for details.

THE AIR LEAGUE
The Air League has an App for young people to find out more about careers in aviation
http://www.airleague.co.uk/youthinaviation
New: a 12-hour powered flying scholarship sponsored by SkyDemon.
The intention of this award is to enable a young person to go solo and enjoy the
responsibility and achievement of solo flight. The scholar will be encouraged to undertake
their training on a residential basis over the course of week at one of three approved training
providers to ensure consistency in their learning. The first successful SkyDemon sponsored
scholar will complete their training in Summer 2018.
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