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David Monks RAeC Chairman

I begin by sending the sincere congratulations of The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom to Matthew Bolshaw,
MBE, Chairman of Medals & awards Committee and RAeC Treasurer who has been awarded the MBE in the 2022
New Years Honours List.
The 2020 Medals and Awards Ceremony has been virtually held online and was premiered on January 20th 2022.
There has been a lot of positive feedback from the virtual ceremony. The ceremony will remain online for those who
missed it to view and the link can be found on the Royal Aero Clubs Facebook page or from Dave Phipps. Just as a
reminder, the 2021 Medals and Awards Ceremony will be held at the RAF Club in Piccadilly on 17th May 2022 from
5.30pm. The Medals & Awards Committee met last week and the recipients will soon be notified of the awards.
The 115th FAI General Conference was held in November on Zoom. The business was conducted over three days
and I attended the meeting from FAI offices in Lausanne. I can assure you that we didn’t have an office party at the
time as we remained socially distanced. Rob Hughes has reported on the General Conference to Council, the report
is available. Rob Hughes continues as UK FAI Vice President and UK CASI delegate, congratulations to Rob. I am
very pleased to announce Martin Soulsby has been elected as alternate CASI delegate for the UK.
The Queen’s Cup was awarded to BBAC for 2022. At last week’s Council meeting, it was agreed to reschedule this
to 2023. There will more than likely be more news following in the newsletter.
I understand Judith’s leg is going from strength to strength and I’m sure you will all join me in wishing her well in her
continued recovery back to normal.
As the days get longer, let’s hope for more favourable flying conditions.

David Monks
Chairman
The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom
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jude@royalaeroclub.uk

FROM YOUR EDITOR

Thankfully getting back to being mobile, and now cast/splint free. It’s been a long haul for being nice to a spider!
If your air sport has competitions, get togethers, AGM’s, Webinars or online training etc between February and midMay or you would like to promote your air sport please do forward photos and reports/articles for inclusion in the
2022 Spring issue (copy deadline 15 th April). Please email Newsletter contribution articles, information and jpegs
(labelled please) to me at jude@royalaeroclub.uk Also jpegs for future RAeC Newsletter front covers would be
wonderful to receive.
If you are not being emailed the mini version of the RAeC Newsletters forwarded to your AirSport association by the
RAeC General Secretary please ask your Air Sports Association secretary to do so. If you do not have internet
access to be able to see the larger online issue please ask RAeC General Secretary Dave Phipps to send you your
smaller printed version by snail mail. Where I have used/obtained information from websites and other sources I
have taken that, as usual, this will be with your blessing and photographs are credited where known.
My thanks to Paul Tallet at Progression Marketing for setting the front cover of this Winter 2022 issue and to Clive
Mason for permission to use his photo.

Wishing you all safe and wonderful flying in 2022

Jude Wordsworth

For further information on any items contained in this Newsletter, please contact the RAeC Office at 31 St Andrew’s Road,
Leicester, LE2 8RE or on 0116 244 0182 or at secretary@royalaeroclub.co.uk
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The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom (RAeC) is the national co-ordinating body for Air Sport in the United
Kingdom.
Today its principal role is co-ordinating, promoting and protecting all forms of recreational and competitive air sport
in the UK, represent UK air sport internationally and has a major role in setting technical standards, negotiating with
international official bodies and, in consultation with our member organisations, appoint UK delegates to the various
Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) Commissions.

RAeC NEWS
2020 Online Awards
The 2020 RAeC Awards were held online as a virtual ceremony on YouTube on Thursday 20th January. The video
will remain available to watch at your convenience.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0I0zVD8yhck

2021 Medals & Awards Ceremony

The date has been booked to take place on 17th May 2022 at the RAF Club in Piccadilly, London.
This certainly shows a very positive return to normality for the largest event in the RAeC calendar.

2021 MEDALS & AWARDS WINNERS
THE BRITANNIA TROPHY Presented in 1913 by Horatio Barber for the British aviator or aviators accomplishing the
most meritorious performance in aviation during the preceding year: Travis Ludlow
THE PRINCE OF WALES CUP Presented in 1976 by the then President, HRH The Prince of Wales, for the most
meritorious performance, feat or event by either a team or a group during the preceding year:
UK Paragliding Team
THE PRESIDENT’S BREITLING TROPHY Established in 2010 and awarded annually to a young person or group of
young people between the ages of fourteen and twenty one, for outstanding work, performance or achievement in
connection with any aspect of aerospace activity: JUNIOR BRITISH GLIDING TEAM
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THE CHAIRMAN’S TROPHY Established in 2021 this Trophy is awarded to: Mike Smith
RAeC GOLD, SILVER & BRONZE MEDALS were first awarded in 1908 are awarded annually for outstanding
achievement in aviation.
RAeC GOLD MEDAL: Russell Ogden
RAeC DIPLOMAS Sits between the Gold and Silver medals of the RAeC. Awarded to those who have served the
Royal Aero Club, Sporting Aviation, or Aviation in general by their meritorious endeavours:
Francis Donaldson; Geoffrey Weighell
RAeC SILVER MEDALS For outstanding achievement in aviation during the preceding year, or over a number of
years, principally, but not necessarily, as a pilot:
Jon Arnold; Rob Hughes
RAeC BRONZE MEDALS For outstanding achievement in aviation during the preceding year, or over a number of
years, principally, but not necessarily, as a pilot:
Julie Churchill; Liz Sparrow; Nick Norman; Dave Wilshere; Paul Bardoe; Cliff Lovell; Cathy Silk; David
Cyster; Tony Palmer; Arno Glover
RAeC CERTIFICATE OF MERIT to those who have served the cause of Aviation in general, or Sporting Aviation in
particular, by their work, devotion or initiative:
Paul Fraser-Bennison, Chris Thompson and the LAA Rally Air Ground Radio Team; Ian Scarbrough;
Courtney and Malcolm Chambers; Mike Waldron; Fiona Macaskill; Derek Grimshaw; Glenn Stockton; Jamie
Cole; Richard Pidduck
THE NORTON-GRIFFITHS CHALLENGE TROPHY Established in 2008 is intended to recognise adventurous
endeavours, this trophy is awarded to aviators undertaking outstanding feats of courage, tenacity and imagination
unrelated to traditional sporting events:
Amy Whitewick and Mervyn White
ANNE WELCH MEMORIAL AWARD Established in 2005. It acknowledges people making a major contribution to
flying instruction benefitting the BGA, BMAA, and BHPA :
Mike Chilvers
THE NEXUS AVIATION JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR TROPHY Established in 1997 and awarded annually to the
journalist, producer or author of the outstanding media item on sporting and recreational aviation during the previous
year :
Stephen Slater
THE COWBURN & KAY OLD & BOLD TROPHY Established in 1997 awarded annually to a person aged 65 or
over who flies or only ceased flying during the previous calendar year, and who has been conspicuously involved in
aviation in general and sporting aviation in particular, for their work, initiative, devotion or in other ways:
Ted Barrett

Congratulations to Matthew Bolshaw , RAeCTreasurer and Chairman of the Medals & Awards
Committee

Matthew Bolshaw has been recognised in the 2022 New Years
Honours List with an MBE for services to aviation safety.

4

PHIL DUNNINGTON 10.3.1947 – 30.11.2021

Phil Dunnington passed away suddenly whilst on a ballooning holiday in Amman after contracting Covid-19. Phil was
widely known throughout the ballooning and aviation community as a whole, and as the GA Advocate within the DfT.
There is a moving tribute from Pete Bish in the BB&ASC section of this Newsletter accompanied by some
photos forwarded by Allie Dunnington, his wife.

SPORTING LICENCES 2022
WORLD RECORD AND INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS
We recommend that your application to your air sport association is done at least four weeks before the event in
which you wish to take part AND that you check the FAI Database to make sure your details are registered, and
registered correctly. http://old.fai.org/about-fai/fai-sporting-licences
To check your own licence, please enter the e-mail address stored in the sporting licence to the following field and
press Submit. If you do not know what e-mail address is stored in the database, please contact your NAC. List of
NACs can be found at: http://www.fai.org/members#active_members

THE BRITISH MODEL FLYING ASSOCIATION
2022 UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOLS PAYLOAD CHALLENGES
The flying and presentation element of the BMFA 2022 University and Schools Payload Challenges competition will
take place 14th & 15th June 2022 at the BMFA’s National Centre near Grantham in Lincolnshire.
The BMFA Payload Challenges require students to design, build and fly load-carrying model aircraft. The
competitions have evolved to stretch the abilities of participating students and there is no doubt the development of
a good aircraft requires each team to display design flair, technical knowledge and teamwork. Judging is by a panel
of professional engineers and the competition has attracted very favourable comment from external examiners, the
challenge is partnered by the Royal Aeronautical Society and also enjoys the support of BAE SYSTEMS, Rolls
Royce, RAF Engineering and the Royal Air Force Model Aircraft Association.
The competition benefits from cash prizes awarded to winning team members and their university/school
department.
Register entries by the 1st April 2022 SEE the BMFA section in this Newsletter for more details and how to
enter.
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RAeC ON FACEBOOK
If
you
aren’t
already
following,
and
liked,
our
RAeC
FaceBook
https://www.facebook.com/1129595953719600/posts/2985832231429287?sfns=mo

page

checkout

DON’T FORGET YOUR 5% online discount from Pooleys
If you are ordering any flight equipment from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com use the promotional code YES at
the checkout and you will be helping to support the work that YES (Youth & Education Support) the youth arm of the
LAA is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount off your orders.

OTHER NEWS & INFORMATION
COVID-19
General Aviation can now take place in England without limits following the latest update in Coronavirus guidance
from the government.
However, there are still recommendations for pilots on how to stay safe and help prevent the spread of Covid-19.
In England, there is no longer a legal requirement to wear a face covering. The government suggests that you
continue to wear a face-covering in crowded and enclosed spaces where you may come into contact with other
people you do not normally meet.
USE hand sanitiser or hand-washing facilities when you enter premises. Regular cleaning and disinfecting of the
interior and exterior touched surfaces of aircraft, including headsets. Be formally informed of the risks of Covid19 and all actions being taken to combat the risks. Take Covid-19 tests
All international GA flying and travel should follow the wider rules regarding international travel:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-abroad-from-england-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-to-england-from-another-country-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-people-travelling-to-england
In Scotland https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-route-map/
In Wales https://gov.wales/alert-level-0-guidance-employers-businesses-and-organisations
In Northern Ireland https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-safe-work

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-list-of-countries-and-territories

AIRSPACE: HAVE YOUR SAY
THE CAA is planning an Airspace Modernisation Strategy to cover the period up to 2040, and wants to hear your
views. A CAA statement said the main aim of the strategy is to integrate all airspace users, including drones, aerial
taxis and spacecraft. It also aims for simpler airspace design and supporting regulations, sustainability, lower
emissions and managing noise.
Consultation closes 4th April 2022. See Consultations section in this Newsletter for how to make your views
known.
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CAA GIVES GREEN LIGHT TO STAGE 2 OF AIRSPACE PLAN
The airspace change master plan identifies which UK airspace design changes need to be developed to achieve the
benefits of airspace modernisation and then set out a single coordinated implementation plan to deliver those
benefits. ACOG (Airspace Change Organising Group) is taking a bit-by-bit approach to developing the master plan
with public consultation later this year.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP2312B%20UK%20Airspace%20Change%20Masterplan%20Iteration%202.
pdf

THE ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON GENERAL AVIATION
(APPG-GA) https://generalaviationappg.uk
The APPG’s work is suspended but you can still educate your MP about the benefits and necessity of GA.
https://generalaviationappg.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/GA-Campaign-Pack-final.pdf
Find your MP: https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP

THE NATIONAL TRANSPORT TRUST: APPEAL FOR NOMINATIONS
My thanks to Anne Hughes for bringing this to my attention:
The NTT is looking for aviation nominations for their 2022 awards – Young Preservationist AND others involved in
an aviation project eg a restoration. The National Transport Trust (est. 1965 as Transport Trust) is the national body
which promotes and encourages the preservation and restoration of Britain's transport heritage in all its forms - road,
rail, wings and water. One of the particular aims of the Trust is to encourage the next generation, not just restorers
but volunteers, apprentices and participants in the Heritage Transport movement.
National Transport Trust Awards
They also assist those projects of a high standard which are well advanced but which need a little extra help to cross
the line with their Restoration Awards. The RA’s applications will assessed on the basis of rarity, technical historic
or social significance, quality of workmanship, proportion of work being carried out by applicant, originality of design
and materials. In addition The Trust needs to be satisfied that, after restoration, the item will be seen and enjoyed at
reasonable intervals by the general public and that, as far as is reasonably foreseeable, the item is not destined for
the market place and will be retained by the restoring owner/s. Applicants need to show that some progress has
already been made, that there is a clear and costed future plan and a realistic likelihood of completion within 12
months of the application being made. Infrastructure projects will not be considered for this award scheme.
https://www.nationaltransporttrust.org.uk/award-form/awardform/22_apply-for-a-restoration-award

2021 Light Aircraft recipients Jim Copeman
and Tony Palmer for their project which aims
to restore British Klemm L25c G-ACXE and it's
associated Pobjoy Cataract Ser III engine to
flight.
This is the sole known remaining example of
this British made aircraft type.
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The rebuild of the aircraft woodwork is now complete and painted including fabric covered control surfaces all
applied in house. All metal fittings have been stripped, tested, restored, repaired, and modified as required. The
engine has been rebuilt and the aircraft is now in an almost complete state after work on such parts as prop hub, oil
& fuel tanks.
Young Preservationist of the Year: Each year the Trust seeks out young individuals in particular worthy of
recognition, and one is selected as “Young Preservationist of the Year”. The hunt is on.
The Transport Heritage movement is a huge one and the Trust needs your help to identify candidates and nominate
them. This award recognises the achievements of young people (under the age of 20) in the Heritage Transport
Preservation Movement. The winner receives a financial reward; Michael Allen was awarded Young Preservationist
of the Year 2017. Then a 19 year old trainee aircraft engineer he had been with ATSO Engineering at Sywell
Aerodrome, Brackley for nearly three years and became a key part of the team restoring the prototype Beagle Pup
light aircraft, G-AVDF.
You are invited in to propose nominations for the Young Preservationist of the year, and doing so could not be
easier, just fill in the online nomination:
https://www.nationaltransporttrust.org.uk/award-form/awardform/20_nominate-for-young-preservationist-of-the-year
There are lots and lots of young folk out there following in the footsteps of the older generation.
Let’s get them recognised!!

BRITISH AIRFIELD NEWS
Bicester Motion, the company developing and operating Bicester Airfield, has received a ‘positive
determination’ on 13th January 2022 from the local planning committee for its next stage. Bicester Motion’s
“The Experience Quarter” offers a landmark opportunity for Bicester to become a world-leading destination
for automotive and aviation culture. It includes an active airfield, driving training and handling tracks as well
as walking and cycling trails, all forming part of the wider Bicester Motion master plan.
For more British Airfield news, the good and sadly some bad see Is Your Airfield Under Threat? in this
Newsletter
A CARAVAN OR CAMPER YOU’D BE PREPARED TO LEND?
Do you have a caravan or camper you’d be prepared to lend or hire to a team member at the Women’s Worlds
Gliding Competition 2022 at Hus Bos next August? A number of people are seeking accommodation – caravans
would be needed from around Saturday 6th to Saturday 27th August.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeW_GPJzASN51CK1PZyK9inXakUnFvIVGIoeQoOyNVHP8mVg/viewform

£250,000 Funding Appeal for the “The Ella Roberta Activity Centre”
Many of you have been aware of the activities of the “Get High Volare” Charity (GHV), bringing flying opportunities
and STEM training to a new generation of young aviators.
You may also have been aware of the “Ella Roberta”, a Quantum 912 Flexwing Microlight, which GHV have used to
give hundreds of young people their first taste of flight. The “Ella Roberta” was named after Ella Roberta KissiDebrah, a 9 year old girl, who sadly died of a rare form of Asthma, as the result of exposure to Traffic pollution.
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Ella Roberta Kissi-Debrah

Ella's dream was to become a pilot, but sadly this was not to be the case. Her story moved GHV so much, that they
decided to name their aircraft after her.
However, GHV have always been handicapped, by not having their own airfield to operate from, their own “home”
airfield, where they can build in stone for the long term future. Also they have felt that “Ella Roberta” needs a more
long-term lasting legacy, and so the idea for the “Ella Roberta Activity Centre” was born.
See YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES section in this Newsletter for more information

Proposal to vary aircraft and aircraft (transportable) radio communications licences - Ofcom
Ofcom issues radio communications licences that allow the use of radio equipment on aircraft. OfCom are proposing
to make some changes to aircraft and aircraft (transportable) licences.
The main changes proposed are:
1.

update and align the structure and content in current licences with the style and standard terms and conditions
applicable to other licence types; and

2.

update and simplify the information we hold on aircraft and radio equipment in OfCom’s licensing database.

The proposal would make changes such as aligning aircraft registration details with those held by the Civil Aviation
Authority and other aircraft registries, placing all equipment terms and conditions in the schedule of the licence, and
simplifying the text relating to when licence fees are due. To deliver these improvements, OfCom need to make
administrative and presentational changes to licences. They are not proposing to change the substance of the terms
and conditions or licence fees. This means that if licensees are complying with all the current terms and conditions
of their licence then they will also comply with all the proposed new terms and conditions.
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/230647/general-notice-aircraft-licences.pdf
Ofcom advise that they are not proposing to change the substance of the terms and conditions or licence fees.
The deadline for providing comments on the proposed changes is 20 February 2022

RADIO & TRANSPONDER MANDATORY ZONES
to enable the Airspace Modernisation Strategy, the CAA has reviewed and amended its policies on radio and
transponder mandatory zones (RMZ and TMZ). All below come into effect on 24 March 2022
New acceptable means of compliance and guidance material to SERA.6005 Requirements for Communications and
SSR Transponders http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS9CAADecisionNo10.pdf
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An amended airspace Policy for Radio Mandatory Zones and Transponder Mandatory Zones on the design and
establishment of RMZ and TMZ http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20220113-Policy_for_RMZ_and_TMZ.pdf
And Revisions to the Radiotelephony Manual (CAP 413)
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%20413%20SI%202022-01.pdf
ROBERT PLEMING MEMORIAL AWARD FROM AVIATION HERITAGE UK

(Photos: Allen Churchyard)

David Collings and Anne Hughes were honoured to receive the Robert Pleming Memorial Award from Aviation
Heritage UK on behalf of the Beagle Pup Prototype Club at Cosford in October.
The award is a scale model of the Vulcan made from XH558 and key members of the restoration team, Alan Turney
from ATSO at Turweston, and Mike Maddock, director of Performance Engineered Solutions Ltd, also attended the
presentation which was in recognition of innovation in Aviation Heritage for the restoration of the Beagle Pup
Prototype, G-AVDF.
For those of you interested in vintage aircraft check out the Vintage Aircraft Section in this Newsletter

AIRSPACE CHARITABLE TRUST SUPPORTS GA RECREATIONAL AVIATION
Airspace4All, set up to deliver airspace related programmes, has become two separate entities. A new company,
Airspace4All Services (ASL) Ltd, will continue to offer airspace related consultancy and services on a commercial
basis. A new charity, the Airspace4All Trust (A4A-T) , has been established to receive government grants. The
Trust is chaired by Sir John Allison with Trustees drawn from across the GA and S&RA community.
A4A-T has the objective of improving public safety through improvements to the safety of UK aviation, including by
the efficient and equitable use of airspace for General Aviation users. The Trust will represent the interests of UK
recreational aviation, air sports, private pilots and flight training, primarily but not exclusively into the UK’s Airspace
Modernisation Strategy (AMS) and individual Airspace Change Proposals (ACPs).
aims are to:
Improve the safety and efficiency of aviation for participants by improving procedures, facilities, equipment
and regulatory policies
Promote equitable access to airspace throughout UK FIR into the AMS and where appropriate individual
ACPs;
Reduce environmental impact by promoting the reduction of noise emissions and visual intrusion by all types
of aircraft
Commenting on the award of Grant Funding, Chairman of Trustees, Sir John Allison said “The establishment of the
Trust and the award of initial grant funding will enable the Trust to provide a strong and co-ordinated voice on behalf
of the sector, enhancing safety, enabling collective representation as the UK’s programme for airspace
modernisation moves forward and furthering the government’s stated ambition for the UK to be seen as the best
place for aviation. To further its aims the Trust is open to any project proposals from any source that fulfils its
charitable objectives.”
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Responding to the announcement of the establishment of the Trust, Minister of Aviation, Robert Courts said “Safety
is at the heart of everything we do, and I am proud to support this new trust, improving safety for general aviation
pilots. It will act as an important voice for the sector, particularly on matters of airspace policy and development, and
comes as we build back greener and stronger from the pandemic.”
A4A-T is developing a programme of work to fulfil its aims for the benefit of the sector. A4A-T will do this by
commissioning studies and reports undertaken on its behalf by expert service providers, making representations to
AMS and other policy development and establishing a specialist group to respond to ACPs. The trust will actively
engage with stakeholder organisations to enable it to agree priorities, develop the programme of work, maintain a
regular dialogue and provide reports on progress and outcomes.
https://airspace4all.org/ https://a4atrust.org/

NEW VFR CHARTS DUE SOON
Chart Name

Next Planned Edition

1:500,000 Southern England & Wales

24/03/2022 (Edition: 48)

1:500,000 Northern England & Northern
Ireland

21/04/2022 (Edition: 45)

1:500,000 Scotland

24/02/2022 (Edition: 35)

1:250,000 Sheet 1 Northern Scotland West

08/09/2022 (Edition: 12)

1:250,000 Sheet 2 Northern Scotland East

11/08/2022 (Edition: 12)

1:250,000 Sheet 3 Northern Ireland

07/09/2023 (Edition: 13)

1:250,000 Sheet 4 The Borders

14/07/2022 (Edition: 13)

1:250,000 Sheet 5 Central England & Wales

10/08/2023 (Edition: 15)

1:250,000 Sheet 6 England East

13/07/2023 (Edition: 16)

1:250,000 Sheet 7 The West & South Wales

05/10/2023 (Edition: 14)

1:250,000 Sheet 8 England South

19/05/2022 (Edition: 26)

1:50,000 Helicopter Routes in the London
CTR and the London City CTR

06/10/2022 (Edition: 20)

'VFR Charts' updates: Between annual issues, check VFR Charts within https://www.nats.aero/do-it-online/ais
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POOLEY’S DAWN TO DUSK COMPETITION 2022
The objective of Pooley’s Dawn to Dusk aviation competition is to encourage the most interesting employment of a
Flying Machine, within the limits of competent airmanship, and to demonstrate the capabilities of pilot and machine
in a day’s flying between Dawn and Dusk, whilst undertaking an original and praiseworthy objective.
All that is required is for the competitor to set a challenging goal with a theme and fly it. You then need to write up a
detailed log of your preparations and flight.
From 1964 winning and highly placed entries have been submitted from more than 14 countries including Australia,
New Zealand, Scandinavia, Canada, United States and from across Europe with the hope to win one of Pooley’s
Dawn to Dusk coveted prizes:Trophies and Awards
1st prize: Duke of Edinburgh Trophy (£1000 prize); 2nd prize: Coventry Trophy (£500 prize); 3rd prize: Tiger Club
Trophy (£250 prize); Pooley Sword – Best Presented Report and Log; Helicopter Trophy; Glenisla Trophy – Pilot
and crew each having less than 75 hours in command; Icarus Trophy – Best solo entry; Microlight Trophy; Long
Distance Medal; Bonney Trophy – Awarded to an all-female crew; Family Award and Best Video Award
Your entry can be flown at any time of the year, with submission of your log by 30th September 2022. Entries
received after this date will be entered into the following year’s competition.
Closing date for entries is 30 September 2022
HOW TO ENTER: https://www.pooleys.com/dawn-to-dusk/

“AIRBORNE GHOST” AND “PILOTS PROGRESS”
Fellow BPPA pilot Martin Leusby flys a C172 which he has owned for more than 34 years and has visited more
than 400 airfields and has competed with Team GB in World Rally and Precision Championships.

His novelette “The Airborne Ghost” is a story of General Aviation drug smuggling through Europe set in the
immediate post-Covid era and is entertainingly and is a thoroughly good read. Both place names, and indeed
many of the characters are real, some of whom may be familiar to many GA aviators.
His “Pilots Progress- the highs and lows of a single engine flyer”, for which I was given strict instructions not
to search out my name and to start at the beginning, records his love of aviation, follows Martin’s trials and

12

tribulations progressing from a novice to an experienced aviator and his strivings to improve both his skills and
his trusted aircraft and tells of adventures and fun along the way. He has flown for his country [we both competed
with Team GB, though in different aircraft, in the 2018 FAI WRFC) and Martin recently became one of the first
Community Policing Volunteers (Aviation) – a new role in UK.
If you haven’t read either, or both, yet and you either have Amazon Prime or Kindle Unlimited you can download
the books completely FREE! Or if not, they are ridiculously cheap in digital form (if you don’t have a Kindle or Fire
Tablet download the Kindle app – free again – and use your tablet or computer).
Hard copies of “Airborne Ghost” (£5 plus £1.50 postage) and/or “Pilots Progress” (£7.50 plus £1.50 postage)
or both for £12.50 + £2 postage are available direct from Martin via MartinLeusby@outlook.com

FORMULA FLIGHT
The Royal Aeronautical Society’s Human Powered Flight Group has launched Formula Flight, a new competition
for teams to build an aircraft. Aircraft that fly for more than five seconds will qualify for the prize. The competition is
judged by flight duration and so the team with the longest flight each year will clinch the prize. There is of course a
catch; the aircraft must be powered entirely by their pilot.
The RAeS is a sister organisation of the RAeC.
The Formula Flight competition’s rules state that the aircraft have to be powered solely by the pilot and energy
storage devices are not allowed unless only powering avionics. Competitors must also fly below 5m and wear a
helmet to reduce risk. competing for Formula Flight puts you on track for the much more lucrative Kremer prizes,
the CO2 emissions from flying an HPA are negligible compared to conventional aircraft and building one will give
you a brilliant understanding of aircraft design.
The competition launched at the Icarus Cup and has already received one entrant so far, SUHPA achieved the
qualifying time of five seconds. They are a completely student-led group from Southampton University with no
previous aircraft building experience. The Icarus Cup (inaugurated by the RAeS’s Human Powered Flight Group)
allows more established HPAs to compete for the pilot and team prizes.
The competition is open to any group who can enter with a substantially new aircraft. At the end of the year the
aircraft with the longest flight duration will be awarded the £1,000 prize. Complete rules and advice can be found by
contacting the Royal Aeronautical Society’s Human Powered Flight Group: www.aerosociety.com/getinvolved/specialist-groups/business-general-aviation/human-powered-flight/

THE UK YOUTH ROCKETRY CHALLENGE
The UK Youth Rocketry Challenge (UKROC) is a great way to engage the next generation of engineers with
practical experience of building and executing complex missions.
This is an exciting way to learn more about maths and science, with the UK winners getting the chance to compete
against teams from France, USA and Japan at the International Finals.
Please note that all dates are reliant on weather so there is possibility of change.





25 February – Deadline for entries https://www.ukroc.com/registration
April/May (dates & location tbc) – Regional finals
29 June – National Final, Buckminster
22 July – International Final at Farnborough Airshow 2022
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RESTRICTED AIRSPACE (PERMANENT) WINDSOR CASTLE FROM 27 JANUARY 2022
Restriction of Flying Regulations for Windsor Castle (EG R156) came into force 27th January 2022 and includes all
drones.

NEW AND UPDATED SAFETY SENSE LEAFLET: WINTER FLYING
The latest new and updated Safety Sense Leaflet on Winter Flying has been launched. This form part of the popular
General Aviation (GA) Safety Sense Leaflets series which the CAA is currently updating.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/SafetySense03-WinterFlying.pdf

EUROPEAN AIRSPORTS
For those wishing to keep abreast with European Air Sports this is their latest Newsetter https://www.europe-airsports.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/EAS-Newsletter-November-2021.pdf

The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale - The FAI
https://new.fai.org
The World Air Sports Federation, the FAI, was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit making
international organisation with the basic aim of furthering aeronautical and astronautical activities worldwide, ratifying
world and continental records and coordinating the organisation of international competitions. It is recognised by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC). The FAI is now an organisation of more than 100 member-organisations,
forming a strong network linking all those who participate in air sports worldwide.

FAI UK Awards 2021
We warmly congratulate the following who were (virtually) presented on 9 th November 2021 with their FAI awards for
2021. The FAI Awards ceremony is available to view at https://www.fai.org/gc2021-awards
FAI GOLD ROTORCRAFT MEDAL: David MONKS for his major accomplishments as a pilot and for his dedication
to the promotion of fairness and integrity in air sport competition.
LEON BIANCOTTO AEROBATICS DIPLOMA: Alan CASSIDY for his outstanding promotion of aerobatics through
his sporting achievements, his devotion to instruction and his contribution to championship events.
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ALPHONSE PENAUD AEROMODELLING DIPLOMA: Matthew HOYLAND (United Kingdom) pilot and his
commitment to the promotion and organisation of national and world cup events.
PAUL TISSANDIER DIPLOMA: Matthew BOLSHAW

A LITTLE SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE

Reproduced with kind permission from Gary Clark
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Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT)
Charity Commission No.1068451
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org

Through active and ongoing involvement in fund raising and the preparation of grant applications, the Trust prime
focus is improving the public accessibility of the Royal Aero Club Collection and increasing the availability of
bursaries to help young people improve their flying skills.
The Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT) has 2 main objectives:
1. The Trust's main aim is to enable young people to achieve their full physical, intellectual, social and spiritual
potential through participation in air sports and recreation. To offset financial constraints, the Flying for Youth
Scheme offers initial bursaries to young people aged between 14 and 21 years to enhance existing qualifications.
The Advanced bursaries assist more experienced air sports persons up to 24 years of age reach the very highest
level of achievement such as gaining an instructor qualification or to compete in international or national
competitions.
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries
2. The Trust through its connection with The Royal Aero Club is concerned to maintain and enhance the
presentation of over one hundred years of aviation history represented by artefacts, memorabilia and archive
documents originally owned by the Club and now owned by the Trust. These are primarily house with the RAF
Museums but also available through the Trust’s “Collections” website (www.royalaeroclubcollection.org).

NEWS
My thanks to David Bills for his report:The Trust’s objectives remain unchanged:
The promotion of air sports to young people between the ages of 14 and 24 years through the Trust Flying for Youth
scheme. The purpose of the scheme is to provide bursaries to enable applicants to progress in their chosen air
sports despite a lack of opportunity or financial constraints in order to develop their full potential.
The Royal Aero Club’s memorabilia is housed in the RAF Museum. The Trust has an ongoing programme of
restoring and cataloguing the Collection. The Collection is available to historians and others to view and for research
and is published on a bespoke website.
Both the Flying for Youth scheme and the Collections website provide a useful public service for researchers and
today’s youth.
In addition, the Trust has recently made a donation to The Spirit of Vectis Project for School children on the Isle of
Wight. The aim of the Project, which involves building an aircraft, is to enhance social and welfare opportunities for
youngsters in deprived areas by engaging in a challenging and worthwhile activity.
On the conservation front the RAF Museum, where the Royal Aero Club memorabilia is housed, is now open to
visitors. Consequently, the Trust volunteers are able to resume their research work. The memorabilia, including the
art work, is available to the public on the Collections website and through the Heritage website. Specific enquiries,
for example concerning certain aviators, have remained steady at about 2 a week. The enquiries also include image
rights and for TV documentaries.
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Turning now to the Flying for Youth
scheme, due to the pandemic, the
trustees had agreed that 2020
bursary offers could be carried
over to 2021. This involved offers
to 22 youngsters out of the original
33 bursary recipients. In the event,
15 youngsters offered bursary
extensions
have
successfully
gained their target qualifications to
join the 10 who successfully
claimed their bursaries in 2020.
(Left) Carl Cox
Thus, the 2020 cohort include
young air sport boys and girls who
have qualified as Skydiving
instructors and coaches, gained a PPL, and been awarded an impressive array of air sport qualifications. Although
international competitions for juniors did not take place in 2020, some of the 2020 bursary recipients entered 2021
national competitions and achieved commendable results.
27 bursaries were awarded in 2021. The
vast majority achieved their target goals
despite the uncertainties caused by the
pandemic. This is a hugely impressive
result and reflects well on both the
individual and the Clubs. Only 3
youngsters failed to complete training
and 1 skydiver has been allowed to
carry forward her bursary offer to 2022
due to injury. The achievements of the
2021 cohort include gaining a Tailwheel
qualification to increase the pool of
qualified pilots available to her gliding
club and another pilot gained a light
aircraft Night Rating.
(photo Right: Kiera Wong)

Rebecca Church

Rachel Calvert
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Amongst the achievements of the Glider pilots 1 youngster gained his aerobics badge and another pilot was
awarded a BGA Silver badge. Skydivers gained a range of BSA qualifications including B and C badges whilst a
paragliding pilot managed to advance to Club pilot.

Ethan Williams

The aero model flyer was granted funds to upgrade equipment in preparation for FAI competitions when they
restart. A couple of the 2021 cohort were successful in national competitions including the BAA British National
Power Aerobatics and the BSA UK 4 Way championships.
Application forms and Terms & Conditions for 2022 bursaries are available on the Trust website with a closing date
for applications of 31 March 2022.
Finally, the Trust would welcome volunteers to join the Management Committee. There are exciting opportunities for
new members to get involved in all aspects of the Trust’s activities such as the Flying for Youth scheme,
Fundraising, the Royal Aero Club memorabilia, Communications (PR), IT including social media, and general
administrations. If you are interested in any of these roles contact the Trust chairman, David Bills
(bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org)
Application forms and terms and conditions are now published on the Trust website with a closing date of
31st March 2022.

To contact the Bursary Administrator David Bills Bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org
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BURSARY SPONSORSHIPS
The Trust is immensely grateful to all sponsors for their generous financial support vital to enable the Trust to
achieve its goals of encouraging air sport youngsters in their chosen air sport and for the preservation of the Trust’s
aviation memorabilia.
For example, the newly donated Pooley Bursary, announced earlier in the year, and awarded to light aircraft pilot
Benjamin Gilmore training for his PPL at the Shropshire Aero Club has been successfully claimed despite pandemic
restrictions.
The Trust is very grateful to its sponsors who generously provide the funds for bursaries. If you, or your
organisation, would like to assist young people in this way by becoming a Trust sponsor, please make contact with
the Trust or click on “Donations” on the Trust website, www.royalaeroclubtrust.org

ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Want to give something back to air sports? Interested in the management and future development of the Trust?
Then why not apply to become a Trust volunteer?
The Royal Aero Club Trust currently seeks volunteers to further strengthen the Trust Management Team and assist
the Trust in its development in the coming decade.
If you have a keen interest in air sports generally or you have particular skills, interest or experience in aviation
heritage, fundraising and grant making, IT, or communications (PR), why not contact the Trust to discuss
volunteering opportunities and the possibility of eventually being appointed to the Trust Management Committee.
If this opportunity excites you then email your interest to the Chairman of Trustees, David Bills
(bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org)
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SOME NEW UK REGULATORY MATTERS
Please note that following EU-exit, the law that applies to aviation rights and obligations is now all UK law and
includes the retained EU Regulations, as amended by an increasing amount of UK law. The CAA adopted the
version of Acceptable Means of Compliance (AMC), Guidance Material (GM), Certification Specifications (CS)
adopted by EASA up to 31 December 2020, but has since adopted amendments to that AMC, GM and CS.
In other words, care is needed as Government and CAA are introducing changes to law and those can occur without
consultation or informing those who are regulated.

New AMC & GM – UK Reg (EU) No 923/2012 SERA
The CAA has published a revised package of acceptable means of compliance (AMC) and guidance material (GM)
to UK Reg (EU) No 923/2012 the Standardised European Rules of the Air (SERA). The AMC and GM package can
be found on the UK Regulations website and incorporates the recent amendment to the AMC and GM to
SERA.6001 (see ORS9 CAA Decision No 9 published on 18 October 21) alongside an amendment to section 1.1.11
of Appendix 1 to AMC1 SERA.14001 which incorporates RT phraseology relating to movement area surface
condition reporting to support the UK’s implementation of the ICAO Global Reporting Format
(GRF).https://info.caa.co.uk/uk-regulations/sera-standardised-european-rules-of-the-air/

Upcoming changes to Flight Crew Licensing rating application forms
The PDF (paper) versions of the following Flight Crew Licensing rating application forms (SRG1119A; SRG1119B;
SRG1119C; SRG1119E; SRG1173 and SRG1161) will be withdrawn on 13 January 2022 and replaced with a single
online form. The old PDF (paper) forms will not be accepted. The online application form SRG3108 is now live and
can be used for class, type and instrument rating applications, including ratings for microlights and airships.
https://applications.caa.co.uk/CAAPortal/servlet/SmartForm.html?formCode=PTR
The following course / landing completion certificates are also updated: SRG1107; SRG1112 and SRG5011.
The Aviation Safety (Amendment) (No. 3) Regulations 2021, SI 2021 No. 1203
This makes amendments to retained EU regulations. A table setting out the various dates upon which the amendments made by
this SI will come into force can be found at https://www.caa.co.uk/Safety-initiatives-and-resources/How-we-regulate/Statesafety-programme/Policy-and-resources/The-Aviation-Safety-Amendment-No-3-Regulations-2021

UNITS OF MEASUREMENTS IN CIVIL AVIATION CAP 2264
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%202264%20Units%20of%20Measurement.pdf

VFR ‘MOVING MAP’ DEVICES
The use of VFR ‘Moving Map’ devices is now commonplace in General Aviation. Supported by the Global
Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS), these devices have considerably enhanced the process of flight planning and
execution for GA pilots. Moving Maps encompass a range of electronic navigation solutions, including portable VFR
GNSS devices and applications running on smart phones or tablets. Viewing the aircraft’s position in real time
mitigates a variety of risks compared to the sole use of traditional VFR navigation techniques. However, like any
technology or device, additional hazards may be generated if they are not used correctly. There are too many
different devices and applications available for the CAA to offer detailed advice on individual platforms so the
purpose of their Safety Sense Leaflet (10 pages!) is to identify minimum levels of proficiency you should have when
operating Moving Map devices and advise on some of the associated risks and issues.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/SafetySense%20VFR-Moving-Map-Devices.pdf
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CONSULTATION ON COST SHARING REGULATIONS FOR PRIVATE PILOTS
The CAA launched a consultation on proposed changes to the current cost sharing regulations for private pilots. The
‘cost-share’ element refers to the costs of the specific flight which can be shared between the pilot and others on
board the aircraft. These costs are the ‘direct costs’ which are directly incurred in relation to a specific flight such
as fuel, airfield charges, or aircraft rental fees. This consultation, closed on 12.1.22, focuses on CAA proposals to
update the regulations.

Potential Interference Risk to Radio Altimeters from 5G Mobile Technology
SN-2021/017 Guidance and information http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/SafetyNotice2021017.pdf

REMOVAL OF REFERENCES TO GROUND BASED NAVIGATION AIDS FOR VRPS
A number of aerodromes currently publish a list of Visual Reference Points (VRPs) in their AD 2.22 sections of the
UK AIP. Over half also publish references to ground based navigation aids such as DVORs, DMEs & NDBs. Often
this information is provided “For the benefit of pilots of VFR flights who prefer to determine their position by
reference to radio navigation aids rather than by visual pin-points” or words to that effect but the very nature of VRPs
means they are reference points to pilots flying in Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC). The CAA expect
effective from 16 June 2022. The removal of references to ground based navigation aids along with the increased
use of electronic 'moving maps' does not remove the pilot's responsibilities for flying in accordance with VMC.
https://nats-uk.ead-it.com/cms-nats/export/sites/default/en/Publications/Aeronautical-Information-CircularsAICs/EG_Circ_2021_W_100_en.pdf?mc_cid=54035412fc&mc_eid=caaaf4ba61

Operation of non-Part 21 UK registered aircraft in France
The French Civil Aviation Authority (DGAC) has agreed that UK-registered non-Part 21 aircraft (e.g. microlights,
amateur built, historic) may be flown VFR in French airspace, for periods not exceeding 28 consecutive days, by
pilots holding valid UK-issued licences which include such privileges. This includes pilots holding a valid Pilot
Medical Declaration. This agreement does not include operation of UK-registered Part 21 aircraft in France, for
which a PPL with a valid Class 2 medical remains the minimum requirement.
RESTRICTED AIRSPACE (PERMANENT) WINDSOR CASTLE FROM 27 JANUARY 2022
Restrictions also apply to the operation of all drones as well as GA.

New AMC & GM – UK Reg (EU) No 923/2012 SERA
The CAA has published a revised package of acceptable means of compliance (AMC) and guidance material (GM)
to UK Reg (EU) No 923/2012 the Standardised European Rules of the Air (SERA).
The AMC and GM package can be found on the UK Regulations website and incorporates the recent amendment to
the AMC and GM to SERA.6001 (see ORS9 CAA Decision No 9 published on 18 October 21) alongside an
amendment to section 1.1.11 of Appendix 1 to AMC1 SERA.14001 which incorporates RT phraseology relating to
movement area surface condition reporting to support the UK’s implementation of the ICAO Global Reporting
Format (GRF).
https://info.caa.co.uk/uk-regulations/sera-standardised-european-rules-of-the-air/

AVIATION SAFETY (AMENDMENT) (NO. 3) REGULATIONS 2021
The Aviation Safety (Amendment) (No. 3) Regulations 2021, SI 2021 No. 1203 have been published, making
amendments to retained EU regulations. A table setting out the various dates upon which the amendments made by
this SI will come into force can be found here https://www.caa.co.uk/Safety-initiatives-and-resources/How-weregulate/State-safety-programme/Policy-and-resources/The-Aviation-Safety-Amendment-No-3-Regulations-2021/

AIS Airspace Upgrades/Restrictions
Freephone: 08085 354802 (+44 1489 887515)
NOTAMS: https://www.nats.aero/do-it-online/ais
Quite how good this unofficial site is I’ve no idea but it might be useful https://www.notaminfo.com/ukmap
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UK Pilot Medical Declarations (PMD) UK FCL licences flying G-reg Part21 aircraft
PMD with the 5700kg MAUM limit can be used in Part 21 G-reg aircraft in UK airspace without relying on
exemptions. Exemptions ORS4 1486 or 1487 allow PMD use with a MUCH lighter medical history for UK national
licences or UK FCL licences if aircraft does not exceed 2000kg MAUM. The exemptions can be found at
www.caa.co.uk/ors4
CAP1902 gives the latest information about all aviation medicals and how to get them www.caa.co.uk/cap1902.
MUST now be used for both PMD or prior to booking a Class 2 medical examination with an AME.
Flying G-reg aircraft outside UK using a UK PPL or Medical mentioning ‘EASA’: Print out AND carry CAP2086.
This CAA document confirms that UK law has made your pre-2021 EASA PPL and/or EASA medical legal as a UK
ICAO equivalent: www.caa.co.uk/cap2086

EUROPEAN (EASA) AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/general-aviation

SIGN UP FOR THE EUROPEAN AIR SPORTS (EAS) NEWSLETTER
UK GA aviators can also keep up to date on European developments, which will still be applicable to us by
subscribing (at no cost) to the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to your inbox via the Europe Air
Sports website which can be found at www.europe-air-sports.org
There is a wealth of information in their Newsletters and well worth receiving issues of the EAS Newsletter direct to
your inbox, which is completely free of charge. http://www.europe-air-sports.org
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IS YOUR AERODROME UNDER THREAT?
NOT GOOD NEWS: COVENTRY AIRPORT: The decision of the Planning Committee on the 11 th
January 2022 for the West Midlands Gigafactory to have been given the green light came as a
tremendous blow in preserving Coventry Airport as a centre for aviation. Work had been going on for
almost a year to raise awareness about the need for Coventry, and the many flaws in the plans which
the action committee addressed to the Planning Committee on.
GOOD NEWS: Farway Common Airfield in Devon is to reopen under James Hartrop’s new
ownership. The airfield is located 9nm east of Exeter.

My thanks to John Walker for his latest UK Airfields update:
Aerodrome
Bourn

Cambridge

Chalgrove

Coventry

Deenethorpe

Dunsfold

Elvington

Fairoaks

Current Status
Site earmarked for some 3,500 homes in 2031 Local Plan adopted by South Cambridgeshire
District Council on 27 September 2018. The Council approved a planning application for the
development on 19 February 2021 subject to the completion of prior conditions.
Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group will be vacating the aerodrome by 2030 and have
signed an option to lease land at Cranfield. A final decision on a new location has not been
made but it is expected that a planning application for the new facility will be submitted in
autumn 2022. The aerodrome site has been put forward for a major housing development in
the First Proposals for the new Greater Cambridge Local Plan issued for public consultation
that ended on 13 December 2021.
Site included in South Oxfordshire District Council 2034 Local Plan adopted on 10 December
2020 for a 3,000-home development with a new runway for Martin-Baker Aircraft (MBA)
operations for which development a planning application was submitted by Homes England
(HE) the land owner. The application was withdrawn on 21 May 21 pending a review of the
plans after the CAA recommended that the proposed development be discontinued as it was
incompatible with MBA’s current site operations. HE has stated that they will use their CPO
powers if negotiations about the development with MBA (their tenant) are unsuccessful.
Outline planning applications for an electric vehicle battery Gigafactory on the aerodrome site
were approved by Warwick District Council on 11 January 2022 and Coventry City Council on
13 January 2022. The proposed development will result in the closure of the aerodrome.
Central Government has accepted the site for development as a 1,500 home Garden Village.
East Northamptonshire Council (now part of the new North Northamptonshire Council)
approved the site masterplan on 15 October 2018. A planning application for the
development is awaited.
Planning application for mixed use development with 1,800 homes on site approved by
Waverley Borough Council on 14 December 2016 but called in for a Public Inquiry the result of
which was Central Government approval for the application on 29 March 2018. Protest
groups appealed these decisions in the High Court but the Court rejected these challenges on
5 November 2018. The development has now been granted Government Garden Village
status. A public consultation on a draft Supplementary Planning Document for the
development ended on 20 December 2021.
York City Council draft Local Plan submitted for Public Examination on 25 May 2018 with
public hearings commencing on 10 December 2019 includes a development of up to 3,330
homes occupying the middle section of the runway. Public consultation on major
modifications to the Local Plan ended on 7 July 2021 and additional public hearings are
scheduled for February to June 2022.
Land owner of part of the site has given notices to vacant by February 2022 to some hangar
and aerodrome building tenants which action does not affect the operation of the taxiways
and runway which are in separate ownership. Public consultation ended on 30 July 2018 on
Surrey Heath Borough Council’s draft Local Plan options document which states that for
Chobham “Employment and Retail - Sets out that development at Fairoaks Airport should be
guided by a development brief / masterplan.”
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Aerodrome
Fenland
Halfpenny Green
(Wolverhampton
Business Airport)

Langar
Long Marston

Manston

Nottingham City
(Tollerton)
Panshanger

Peterborough /
Sibson
Plymouth

Popham

Redhill

Retford / Gamston

Current Status
Due to the landowner’s impending retirement and moving abroad, the aerodrome is up for
sale.
In September 2018 South Staffordshire Council approved a Site Allocation Document
expanding on the previously adopted Core Strategy within the Local Plan which states that
the aerodrome is allocated and protected for employment purposes. A planning application
has been submitted for the construction by MCR Property Group, the site owner, of 112
homes on south-west corner of site and aerodrome improvements, including construction of
3 new hangars.
Aerodrome currently occupied and operated by British Parachute Schools sold in January
2019 to the owner of Nottingham City (Tollerton) aerodrome (see entry on page 3).
Aerodrome is designated in Stratford-on-Avon District Council Local Plan adopted Core
Strategy for housing and has Government Garden Village approval for which a planning
application has been submitted. Developer is Cala Homes in conjunction with site owner. See
entry for Wellesbourne Mountford on page 3.
On 9 July 2020, the Secretary of State (SoS) granted a Development Consent Order (DCO) for
the aerodrome as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project. A Judicial Review application
resulted in the High Court quashing the DCO on 15 February 2021. As part of a review of the
decision to grant the DCO, the SoS requested an independent report on the need for the
development. The draft report was published on 21 October 2021 and endorsed a Planning
Inspector’s previous view that the need had not been established. A public consultation on
the review ended on 3 December 2021. On 9 July 2020 Thanet District Council adopted its
2031 Local Plan that safeguards the aerodrome.
With the support of the land owner, site and adjoining land earmarked for up to
4,000 homes in Local Plan adopted by Rushcliffe Borough Council on 8 October 2019.
A planning application for development proposals to the north and east of the
aerodrome has been submitted.
HE has bought the aerodrome site from Mariposa Investments. A public consultation by
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council ended on 1 May 2020 into providing additional housing
sites for the Local Plan which schemes preclude a realigned grass runway to the north of
previous runway 11/29 proposed in the current draft Local Plan. Latest public hearings on
the Local Plan ended on 17 March 2021. An outline planning application to re-open the
aerodrome has been submitted.
Huntingdonshire District Council submitted an unsuccessful bid for a 2,500 home Garden
Village on site. The Council subsequently withdrew their support for the proposal but the site
is still listed in the Council’s Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment.
FlyPlymouth, a local social enterprise aerodrome support group, plans to reopen the
aerodrome and start regional airline services. Sutton Harbour Group, the site lease holder,
have proposed a mixed-use development although the adopted Plymouth City / South-West
Devon Joint Local Plan retains the site for aviation use at least until the first 5-year review of
the adopted Plan.
Site land owner has submitted the site for a 3,000-home development in the Strategic
Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) and the site is provisionally
shortlisted for development as part of the Local Plan review by Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council.
Tandridge District Council public consultation on four potential Garden Village sites including
Redhill ended on 9 October 2017. The draft 2033 Local Plan submitted for Public Examination
on 18 January 2019 with hearings ending on 28 November 2019 has ruled out the site for a
Garden Village and allocated it protected status as an Important Employment Site. Part of the
site is within the boundary of Reigate and Banstead Borough Council whose adopted Local
Plan makes no mention of the aerodrome.

Full planning permission granted by Bassetlaw District Council on 25 October 2021 to convert
hangars 6 to 11 into a vehicle testing facility and for dual use of the runway for autonomous
vehicle testing and aircraft.
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Aerodrome
Thurrock

Wellesbourne
Mountford

Wycombe Air Park

MoD Sites
Abingdon
Aerodrome
2024/25
Brawdy
2028

Colerne
2029
Dishforth
2031
Halton Aerodrome
2022
Henlow
2023
North Luffenham
2026
Scampton
2022
Spitalgate
2028
Swanton Morley
2029
Tern Hill
2029

Current Status
Thurrock Council have issued to the landowner’s agent a Scoping Opinion on an
Environmental Impact Assessment for development of 750 houses, a medical centre and
employment units on aerodrome site.
Stratford-on-Avon District Council Core Strategy stated policy is to “Retain and support the
enhancement of the established flying functions and aviation related facilities at
Wellesbourne Airfield”. The Council have rescinded the owner’s permitted development
rights and have initiated negotiations for an agreed purchase of the site whilst also taking CPO
action to acquire the site. £1 million remains in the Council’s budget to fund the CPO action.
Under a MoU dated 30 August 2019 between the Council and the site owners, the CPO action
has been suspended for up to a year (which period has now been extended) to allow the
owners to propose limited development of the site whilst retaining the aviation facilities with
some of the tenants being offered continued occupancy of the site to cover the period of the
MoU.
Site lease holder has agreed new leases with the land owner, Wycombe District Council (now
part of the new Buckinghamshire Council). The Council’s adopted 2033 Local Plan provides
for an industrial / warehousing complex on south-western part of the site requiring
shortening of runway 35 and relocation of gliding activities to the north, for which changes a
planning application for a new glider track was approved on 8 December 2021.

The following MoD aerodrome sites are planned for disposal in the years indicated:
Site earmarked for Garden Village style development with 1,200 homes in Vale of White
Horse District Council 2031 Local Plan Part 2 adopted by the Council on 9 October 2019.
Under the Plan, the development area is restricted to the south of the old runway 08/26.
Cawdor Barracks. Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) have submitted site for mixed
use development for the review of 2033 Local Development Plan 2 by Pembrokeshire Council
but this is not included in the draft Plan issued for public consultation ending on 18 March
2020.
Aerodrome was originally expected to be sold in 2018. Local business interest in maintaining
the aerodrome for aviation purposes.
Aerodrome site being disposed of but not included for development in the 2035 Harrogate
Borough Council Local Plan adopted by the Council on 4 March 2020 but site is expected to be
considered during first review of the adopted Plan.
The DIO future vision document for RAF Halton & the Aylesbury Vale District Council (now
part of the new Buckinghamshire Council) 2033 Local Plan adopted by the Council on 15
September 2021, exclude development of the aerodrome site.
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE. The Central
Bedfordshire Council 2035 Local Plan was adopted by the Council on 22 July 2021 expects the
site to be redeveloped for alternative, non-military uses with due regard for the on-site
heritage assets including the airfield.
Rutland County Council have withdrawn the draft Local Plan which included a 2,215-home
community for the site, from public examination and are drafting a new Plan. The community
development had been accepted under the Government Garden Village programme.
The resident Red Arrows display team will relocate to RAF Waddington with the airspace
above Scampton expected to be retained for team practice and training until 2023.
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks. Future of the site being progressed by a partnership
between the DIO and HE. Site earmarked for a Garden Village style settlement in South
Kesteven District Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the Council on 30 January 2020.
Robertson Barracks. There is no reference to the closure of the Barracks in the definitive
Breckland Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the Council on 28 November 2019.
Clive Barracks. Shropshire Council submitted its draft 2038 Local Plan for public examination
on 3 September 2021 which includes a 750-home mixed use development of the Barracks site
leaving the airfield intact.
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Topcliffe
2031
Wethersfield
2025
Wyton Aerodrome
2022
North Denes

Alanbrooke Barracks. Due to close under the Future Soldier army restructuring programme.

Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE with new
prisons and housing being considered.
DIO in partnership with property developer Crest Nicholson has proposed a 4,500-home
development on site which is not included in the adopted 2036 Huntingdonshire District
Council Local Plan.
The aerodrome (Yarmouth Heliport) with two grass runways is for sale having been disused
since 2015 on the cessation of North Sea helicopter operations.
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BURSARIES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FUNDS
These pages are a compilation of RAeC Member Organisations bursaries, scholarships and Funds together with
others that may be of interest.

ROYAL AERO CLUB BURSARIES
2022 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
•

Aged between 14 years and 21 years; or for a follow-on bursary 24 years?

•

Have a basic air sport qualification?

•

Wish to advance your air sport qualifications but lack the funds?

•

Would up to £1,000 help you realise your air sport ambitions?

The Royal Aero Club Trust is delighted to announce its bursary scheme for young people for the 2022 season. The
bursaries include The Patron’s Scholarships (2 bursaries each worth up to £750); the Lord Peter Cruddas
Foundation Scholarship worth up to £1,000; the Breitling Bursary, worth up to £500; the Bramson Bursary, worth up
to £500; the George Farha Bursary; the John Downer Bursary; the Andrew Brownsword Bursary, and a number of
additional bursaries, including one kindly provided by the Crocker family in memory of the late Jim Crocker, and one
kindly provided by Pooley Flight Equipment Ltd. These latter bursaries are worth up to £500 each. These awards
are open to anyone between 14 and 21 years of age (or 24 years for a follow-on bursary) wishing to develop their
interest in either air sports or aviation.
THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 31 MARCH 2022
Bursary application forms and terms and conditions are available for download on the Royal Aero Club Trust
website (www.royalaeroclubtrust.org)
Air sports youngsters aged from 14 to 21 years (24 years in the case of Advanced Bursaries) are encouraged to
submit applications; this includes light aircraft pilots, glider pilots, skydivers, model aircraft and drone flyers,
paraglide and hang-glide and microlight pilots, balloon pilots, and flight simulator pilots.
Full details and the rules of the recently changed scheme, as well as the relevant application forms, are available on
the Royal Aero Club Trust web site, www.royalaeroclubtrust.org

FLYING FOR THE DISABLED 2022 SCHOLARSHIPS
A scholarship includes 35 hours flight tuition and associated ground school which means that most will have flown
solo and some, at their own expense, have gone on to achieve their PPL. Scholarships commence with a scholar’s
seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are introduced to their instructors and scholar training
partner(s).
Flying training is undertaken at flying schools in the UK between May and October and will be of three or four-weeks
duration in either a PA-28 or a Microlight aircraft.
To apply for a scholarship complete the online enquiry form and a full application form will then be sent to you.
https://www.fsdp.co.uk/apply/#masthead

BMAA YOUNG PERSONS BURSARIES
BMAA Young Persons Bursary applications are open until 31st March 2022. Anyone wishing to apply should follow
this link: https://www.bmaa.org/try-microlighting/young-person-s-flying-bursary
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RAF CHARITABLE TRUST
The RAF Charitable Trust is developing a number of Scholarships and Awards open to serving airman, cadets and
members of the wider RAF family. These range from Scholarships for Disabled People to Air Cadets and 6th Form
Scholars with potential follow on into University to glider flying training.
https://www.airtattoo.com/the-trust/scholarships-and-awards

LAUNCHPOINT BURSARIES / AWARDS
Launchpoint is a registered British charity that supports gliding and aims to provide opportunities to experience
gliding and to help participants, of all ages, to develop with the sport. It does this through the Caroline Trust Awards
and the Ted Lys Awards.
The Caroline Trust Award application form can be found here https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pwmflp/caroline-trust-application-form/
The Ted Lys Award application form can be found here https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/ted-lys-awardapplication-form/
For further information and details: https://members.gliding.co.uk/launchpoint/
Launchpoint is also the BGA’s adopted charity and provides Launchpoint’s website at no cost.

THE HONOURABLE COMPANY OF AIR PILOTS incorporating Air Navigators
SCHOLARSHIPS
In addition to flying scholarships funded directly by the Company, or one of its Charitable Trusts, each year they are
also able to fund sponsored flying scholarships which are administered by the Company. Application criteria and
information
https://www.airpilots.org/scholarships-career-and-aviation/flying-scholarships/flying-scholarships-2022
These include:
'The Air BP Sterling Scholarship': for one PPL (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Grayburn Scholarship' for one PPL (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Cadogan Scholarship' for one PPL (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Farnborough Airport Flying Scholarship' for one PPL (fixed-wing) scholarship
Air Pilots Benevolent Fund - funding for several PPL (fixed-wing) scholarships
'The Foyle Scholarship' for one FI(R) (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Swire Scholarship' for one FI(R) (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Donaldson Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
'The Squadron Leader Brian Letchford Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
'The Wrigley Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
'The Lane-Burslem Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
'The Signature Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
Application forms are available via this page during January and February for PPL(A), FIC(A),and the Gliding
Scholarships (all subject to availability in a given year); interviews (where applicable) will be at the end of April/early
May and will be held in London. Applications are invited from international scholars, but applicants should be aware
that interviews take place on the arranged date in London (in person) and training must take place in a UK training
organisation. Training in each instance MUST be completed by the first week of October in the year of award;
candidates should be aware that this demands a very high level of commitment during the summer months and if
offered a scholarship, the Company will expect the recipient to meet this commitment.
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Private Pilot Licence Scholarships cover all aspects of training up to licence issue for a candidate who is
prepared to dedicate a considerable part of the summer to gaining their PPL. Providing up to 45 hours of flying
training, these scholarships can take a candidate with little or no experience to completion of their flying licence
during the course of the summer; alternatively they can "finish off" someone who is already partially trained. The
scholarships are awarded entirely on merit as evidenced on the completed application form and as assessed by a
selection committee appointed by the Company. Candidates must be 17 or over on 1 June of the year of application
and the course must be completed by the beginning of October.
Flight Instructor Certificate Scholarships cover all direct training and examination costs for the successful candidate
as they achieve their Fixed Wing Flying Instructor Certificate. Training must be completed during the summer
before the first week of October.
THE PHILIP WILLS MEMORIAL FUND (for GLIDING CLUBS)
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund supports UK gliding by lending money to gliding clubs for capital projects e.g.
purchasing land or equipment, with the Trustees having a broad brief to enable them to provide a diversity of
financial assistance to both clubs and individuals.
The Fund lends at (very) low rates of interest, usually over periods less than 10 years. Typical loans would be up to
c £60k. The application process is simple with the Fund’s trustees generally only looking to see that there is a good
business case for the expenditure and (in order to protect the Fund) that the club has the ability to make monthly
repayments.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/club-development/pwmf

AIR CADET GLIDING FUNDING
If you are an Air Cadet you can apply for gliding funding via the Post GS initiative. See www.juniorgliding.co.uk
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https://www.aerobatics.org.uk

NEWS
LATEST SPITFIRE FLIGHT RAFFLE WINNER
Paul Trethowan of Uxbridge is off to Biggin Hill to visit our friends at Fly a Spitfire do just that - fly the two-seat
Spitfire!
His winning ticket #150 will see him take to the skies in the iconic WWII fighter, accompanied by 4 family members
or friends in the escorting Airvan, giving them a great chance to see Paul's experience close up and to film and
photograph Paul in the Spitfire.

AVIATION PRINTS FOR SALE
To raise funds there are two wonderful prints for sale from the Guild of Aviation Artists' Simon Cattlin - one of a Pitts
Special playing in the clouds and the second of an modern Extra 330 ghosted by Neil Williams Pitts S1. Both are
available in a variety of finishes.

Please visit Simon's excellent website https://www.simoncattlin.com for the chance to purchase these and other
excellent aviation art.
Advanced Training Scheme
Building on the fundraising initiative, David Cowden has now launched our search for candidates who we can help
accelerate their ambition to compete at Unlimited level in either glider or power disciplines. Applicants will need to
demonstrate a serious commitment to developing the skills required and a track record of quality aerobatic training.
A
copy
of
the
press
release
launching
the
scheme
is
available
to
review
at
https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/news/view/new-grant-scheme-takes-off and the application form and terms and
conditions can be found at https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/publications
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COMPETITION 2022 CALENDAR
British Aerobatics are delighted to announce that the Contest and Events calendar for this year is now published
https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/events
Some highlights include our Senior Nationals at Sleap 14th to 17th July and Junior Nationals at Conington 2nd to
4th September. Details of this year's international events are also published. https://www.civanews.com/
We are still waiting to confirm some glider events for the year. In the meantime glider competitors can get their
entries in early for the Dan Smith season opener on 9th-10th April at London GC, Dunstable.

2022 FREE KNOWN FIGURE SETS
GLIDERS
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POWER
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RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
There is a single category of membership (Member) and due on 1 st January each year and open to all ie competing
pilots, judges, officials and aerobatic enthusiasts are all welcome and encouraged to join and support British
Aerobatics.

All are welcome and encouraged to join and support British Aerobatics so please encourage anyone you know who
wants to support aerobatics to do so as well.
https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/membership
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BRITISH BALLOONING AND AIRSHIP CLUB
https://www.bbac.org

Founded in 1965, the BBAC is a volunteer-based organisation which exists to promote the safety, enjoyment and
advancement of lighter-than-air flight in all its forms, hot-air ballooning, gas ballooning and airships.
The BBAC Members’ website at https://members.bbac.org includes links to the technical office libraries; sensitive
area database; Pilots’ Circular archive; membership database; inspector information; instructor and examiner
information; members’ forum; personal direct debit and membership details etc.

PHIL DUNNINGTON 10.3.1947 – 30.11.2021
My thanks to Pete Bish for this beautifully written obituary for Phil Dunnington.
Phil was certainly a ‘doer’, an adventurer who worked tirelessly and with great dedication to make projects happen
and is a hard act to follow… He certainly packed more than most into his lifetime.
Phil was born in Scarborough, Yorkshire and educated locally until 1956 when the family moved south to Windsor,
his father John having been appointed as Deputy Headmaster of The Royal Free School. Phil was a pupil here
along with like plane spotter (and later balloonist) Mike Drye, before passing his 11+ and moving to Windsor
Grammar School where Ian Culley, Bill Teasdale and I joined the gang. Trips to airfields followed, initially by bicycle
and bus/train, gradually expanding our area of interest, Phil leading our group to the Paris Airshow in 1963 flying by
Air France Caravelle. Phil was the first of our number to learn to drive and have use of father’s car. By 1966 he had
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left school and was studying at Bristol University. The summer holiday enabled us to drive to Perth, Scotland and
back via 37 airfields and aviation locations !
We both had our first balloon flights on Easter Saturday, April 1971, significantly Phil with Don Cameron in ‘Golden
Eagle’ G-AYAM. Phil was so immediately ‘sold’ on the idea of forming a syndicate that by December 5th of the same
year we had found another nine like-minded individuals, formed the Dante Balloon Group and taken delivery of
Cameron O-65 G-AZIP with a bit of help from BOAC. He gained his PPL(B) in 1972 and had been flying ever since,
including a ‘once a month’ (at least) flight routine from April 1981 to November 2021 with just one gap in April 2020
during the first ‘lockdown’ so 468 consecutive months ( = 39 years !) before the break.
He became a CofA inspector, then one of the first ‘approved instructors’, a CPL (B) when introduced in the UK in
1989, gained a hot-air airship rating and became an examiner and over time sat on the BBAC Main Committee,
chaired the Flying Committee and Panel of Examiners. At a local level Phil was Chairman of the BBAC Western
Region for 10 years, President for the past 24 and on the Bristol Fiesta organising committee.
Along with Paul Spellward and others Phil spent a lot of time
in recent years trying to ‘water down’ EASA licensing
requirements, thwarted by ever changing goalposts, Brexit
and the UK’s departure from EASA. He was instrumental in
organising many balloon meets. The Dante ‘Icicle Meet’ at
Marsh Benham, Berkshire was both his idea and name,
which he organised for the first two years until his BA work
took him overseas. He was also the driving force in the
organisation of the 1973/4 Air-Britain Meets at Cirencester
Park, Glos. The idea of a special meet for one-man balloons
was his too, organising the first such meets at Culham,
Oxon and Churchill, Somerset in the latter half of the
eighties, then further afield most years until 2014 when John
Tyrrell and Wendy took over.
Phil was not a competition type, preferring to expand his experience by flying in new venues. These included
teaching wildlife photographer Alan Root to fly in the early 1970s in Kenya, then re-enacting some of the flights to
make the film ‘Safari by Balloon’ a few years later. In 2000 with David Hempleman-Adams he flew a 120 over the
North-West Passage in Arctic Canada, an 85 mile flight taking over 5 hours, but after landing on the ice discovered
the retrieve aircraft could not land, so they set up a tent on the ice before being rescued the next morning. Before
the trip David had asked ‘please will you look after me in the air ? – I’ll look after you on the ice’ ! - and so it worked
out, with no requirement to use the gun, carried ‘just in case’.
The only time I can recall Phil being involved in an accident is whilst on an instructional flight in the ex-Zanussi hotair airship at the 1994 Icicle Meet, when the ship would not turn – or climb as expected and ended up wedged high
in a beech tree, sadly for him in front of a sizeable audience ! The occupants managed to vacate the car and cling to
a fork, high up in the tree but had to wait nearly two hours for the fire brigade to rescue them and the much
damaged airship. This was not missed at the briefing the next morning when Phil was greeted by ‘The Move’ record
‘Fire Brigade’ played over the PA ! A re-enactment of this accident was featured as one of the ‘999’ series on BBC
TV.
After leaving University with a BA in Geography he became a ‘Senior Trainee’ at BOAC with half a dozen overseas
postings including Georgetown (Guyana) and Tehran, BOAC being absorbed into British Airways during this
period. I have often described Phil as ‘one step ahead’ – exemplified when he left this stable ‘job for life’ and moved
to Shorts in Belfast, a time of conflict in Northern Ireland, as part of the sales team selling the Skyvan utility
aeroplane and SD.3-30 commuter airliner. It was here in 1976 Phil organised an enthusiasts’ charter of a Belfastbuilt Short Sandringham flying boat from Belfast Lough during Captain Charles Blair’s UK and Eire tour. Phil’s next
move was to ITEL-Air Corp., an American airliner finance/leasing company as VP-Sales at their London Office. This
stressful position lasted 18 months until a re-organisation and a good payoff, which saw him back at Shorts, but now
at their London office. The company was by now building the larger SD.3-60. He was head-hunted from Shorts to
set up a European marketing office for SAAB-Fairchild International a joint Swedish/USA company to sell the
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SF.340 Commuter Airliner, which he did back in Windsor. After a couple of ‘full-on’ years he was caught in the
middle of a disagreement between the American and Swedish companies, so in 1986 returned to Bristol and took a
marketing job with Cameron Balloons.
All the previous jobs had involved a lot of international travel, but now was the chance to combine such travel with
ballooning. Invitations to balloon meets at Camerons to unexplored countries were seized to add ‘new ballooning
countries’ to an already impressive list gained previously either privately or through the many trips which came
Dante’s way through operating the BA balloons on promotional work.
Phil married Jane Cater in December 1976, a cabin crew member at BA and after the Belfast period they set up
home in Benson, Oxfordshire. Nicholas was born in 1982, followed over the next 6 years by daughters Hannah,
Fiona and Pippa. Keeping aviation in the family, Nick of course is now a commercial balloonist in Bristol and Hannah
works for Airbus at Brize Norton. A move to nearby Sunningwell, Oxon was made as the family expanded, then to
Churchill whilst at Camerons.
At age 55 he officially left Camerons concentrating on other balloon related projects, under the name Gone-with-theWind Ltd, a company registered by Phil some years previously.
One major early project involved the
setting up of commercial ballooning
operations in Burma/Myanmar.
His pragmatic, British-based views on
how things should operate, proper
liaison with the authorities and
selection of pilots formed the basis of
several competing operators at the
same time pointing these new
operators Camerons way for their
hardware.
The safety record there speaks for
itself. It is also where he met his
second wife, Allie.
Phil & Allie met in Myanmar in 2002.

In 2015 he fulfilled a dream of purchasing an aeroplane that could carry him and Allie and a small balloon to some of
the countries not yet in his logbook.

(Photo: Jorge R Solano )

Beech 18 G-BKGM took us to Metz the same year before the ‘big trip’ for him, Allie and a hired pilot (Phil had no
fixed wing licence) , spread over two summers to The Caribbean and Central America, which included landing – and
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ballooning in Cuba ! In recognition of this project the Royal Aero Club (on the recommendation of the BBAC)
awarded them with The Norton-Griffiths Challenge Trophy in 2019.
The citation, so apt for Phil, read ‘Intended to recognise adventurous endeavours, the Norton-Griffiths Challenge
Trophy is awarded to aviators undertaking outstanding feats of courage, tenacity and imagination unrelated to
traditional sporting events’’.
His final ‘tally’ of countries in which he made a free flight is a record breaking 127 out of a generally agreed total of
196 in the world. Paul Spellward, Chris Davies and I made sure that the list did not include dependencies, disputed
territories or double counting…! His log-book closed at a shade over 2600 hrs P1 in over 700 different balloons –
and 27 hot-air airships !
One trait I admired Phil for was coming up with clever names when required. His balloons have included ‘Etcetera’
(reg G-BETC) at the same time as he and Jane sold ballooning memorabilia under the name ‘Balloons Etcetera’, GBMPD ‘Daylight Again’ (bought following his high pressure aircraft selling days) G-BPGD ‘Silver Lining’ (colour
scheme and another financial reference). I still credit him with the suggestion of ‘Dante’ for our Group in 1971 and
naming our BBAC Region ‘3/4/40’ based on the motorways which covered Oxford to Winchester. Phil and Allie have
hosted many folk music gigs at their house in Bristol, but have recently sponsored some at ‘The Grainbarge’ in
Bristol under the name ‘Sound Investment’ to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Care. Even the patio shelter used
during Covid lockdowns was named ‘The Good Intent’ !

Over the years Phil built up a substantial list of contacts around the World, including British Ambassadors,
government officials and balloonists, so always seemed to have someone to email when planning his next
adventure. Similarly at home he was loyal to his personal pals before hitting ‘Google’ for any need – be it an
accountant, sign writer, solicitor, photographer or his next wine purchase !
In more recent times Phil also sat on various general aviation committees including the General Aviation Alliance,
presenting ballooning’s views on airspace, legislation, licensing etc. These, along with his broad aviation interests
resulted in him being selected in 2019 as the General Aviation Advocate for The Department for Transport, a part
time position requiring weekly meetings in London pre-Covid and more regular ‘Zoom’ meetings up to the time of his
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death. These include direct contact with the Chairman and CEO of the CAA, Minister for Aviation and The Secretary
of State for Transport, Grant Shapps to furthering the UK Government’s ambition to develop the aviation industry.

Phil was diagnosed with a rare form of Leukaemia quite a few years ago, although he kept this ‘low profile’, but
thanks to modern medicine and specialist chemo pills his forecast life expectancy was more than tripled… He
continued to travel and socialise as well as conduct his Government work at his usual pace.
In November 2021 he was with Allie in Jordan combining a holiday with Allie’s quest for Jordan in her logbook. They
had both flown an Ultramagic N-355 registered RASJC-003 at Wadi Rum with local operator and balloon pilot
Capt.Khalid. A few days later, with what he thought was bronchitis, having had a negative PCR test, he was rushed
to an Amman hospital, where both he and Allie tested positive with Phil dying on 30.11.21. Allie had the grim job of
nursing Phil during his last days whilst suffering from Covid herself and then, once recovered, organising paperwork
and Phil’s burial at the Christian Cemetery in Amman with just herself and Capt. Khalid in attendance, before Allie
returned to London the next day.

Our sincere condolences to Allie, Phil’s children Nick, Hannah, Fiona and Pippa and their mother Jane.
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British Gliding Association (BGA) www.gliding.co.uk
The British Gliding Association is the governing body for the sport of gliding in the UK, representing and providing
services to some 8500 UK glider pilots and 80+ clubs that are spread throughout the UK from the north of Scotland
to the SW tip of England. Clubs range from small, member-run clubs to some of the largest gliding clubs in the
world.
Developing and promoting gliding the BGA provides advice and assistance to clubs on a wide range of topics,
including finance, regulation, operations and marketing as well as being responsible for managing training
standards, UK gliding competitions and for the British Gliding Team.

NEWS
BGA CONFERENCE 2022

There will be something for everyone at the ‘Fit for the Future’ BGA Sporting Conference on Saturday 12th of
February 2022!
A great programme of presentations is being developed, including by Paul Bonhomme, 6 x winner of the Red Bull
Air race, on how he has transitioned from power pilot to glider pilot and loving it!
The main conference programme will begin at 10.30 am with the exhibition and trade stands being open from 9 am.
In between some great conference presentations, browse and treat yourself to the most modern and up to date
essentials, add-ons, nice to haves, and electronic gadgetry available from our trade stands. You can even place an
order for that new glider! Keep informed on a whole bunch of technical issues with the ‘Fast and Curious’
presentations hosted by Navboys. And of course spend time catching up with friends whilst relaxing in the hotel
surroundings.
The BGA awards will be presented in the evening during a formal dinner which is open to anyone in gliding.
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BGA TROPHY RULES UPDATED
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/bga/bga-trophy-rules/

USE OF SPECIFIED NON TRANSPONDER AREAS ABOVE FL100
In 2012 the BGA negotiated a number of specified non-transponder areas above FL100. These are detailed as
exceptions in the UK AIP under ENR 1.1 and 5.2.
Following expiry of a related exemption regarding transponder equipage and use above FL100, the CAA has
advised the BGA that no exemption or permission is required for non-transponder high altitude glider flights in these
ongoing specified areas published as exceptions in the AIP, based on the current rules and notified airspace.
All pilots who utilise these specified, published non-transponder areas must ensure that they are familiar with the
detail of the exceptions, familiar with local airspace use agreements, and understand the need for the pilot in
command to obtain the permission of the appropriate air traffic control unit to fly within airspace notified as Class C
or D airspace and complies with any instructions given by the air traffic control unit.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/airspace/

11TH WOMEN’S WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIP 13th to 27th August 2022
The UK team for the 11th Women’s World Gliding Championship which will take place at The Gliding Centre,
Husbands Bosworth. The team representing the UK will be:
Club Class: Alison Mulder, Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club, Claudia Hill, London Gliding Club, Carol
Marshall, Dorset Gliding Club
Standard Class: Francesca Roberts, The Gliding Centre, Ayala Truelove, Lasham Gliding Society, Sally Walker,
London Gliding Club
18m Class: Jane Nash, Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club Reserve: Kelly Teagle, Yorkshire Gliding Club
If you are wondering how to qualify for Women’s World Gliding Championships, why not have a look at
www.womengliding.co.uk and apply to join the Women Gliding Squad.
Do you have a caravan or camper you’d be prepared to lend or hire to a team member at the Women’s
Worlds at Hus Bos next August? A number of people are seeking accommodation – caravans would be needed
from around Saturday 6th to Saturday 27th August.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeW_GPJzASN51CK1PZyK9inXakUnFvIVGIoeQoOyNVHP8mVg/viewform

Fancy having a go at gliding? Fixed wing pilot looking to convert to non-powered
flying? https://www.gliding.co.uk/club-finder/
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http://www.bhpa.co.uk
From its head office in Leicester the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) supports a countrywide network of recreational clubs and registered schools, and provides the infrastructure within which hang gliding
and paragliding in the United Kingdom (UK) thrive.

NEWS
My thanks to Joe Schofield for his report:
The second half of 2021 saw more competitions cancelled, not least the World Paramotor Championships in Brazil
and the World Hang Gliding Championships in North Macedonia in July. The British Sports Class Paragliding
Championships in Italy, and the British Hang Gliding Championships and rescheduled British Paragliding
Championships in France in August were also cancelled.

PARAGLIDING
One competition that survived was the relocated World Paragliding Championships at Loma Bola in Argentina in
November. Britain fielded a strong team: Russell Ogden, Theo Warden, Seb Ospina, Idris Birch and Martin Long,
led by master tactician Jocky Sanderson.
In a tense final task Russ held off the 2015 World Champion, Frenchman Honorin Hamard, to secure the individual
Gold medal. Strong backup from the British team saw Seb Ospina in 6th overall, Theo Warden 15th and Martin Long
54th, securing team Gold over the Swiss and Czechs. This was no pushover; there were some very strong teams
and individual pilots present.

Paragliding World Champions: (L-R) Russ Ogden, Seb Ospina, Theo Warden, Idris Birch and Martin Long
(Photo: Jocky Sanderson)
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The French and the German teams started well but suffered heavy setbacks on Task 5 and could not recover. Russ
and the British team, in contention all along, were ahead from that point and did not let up, every member
contributing to the overall team score.
Britain currently has the European Champion, the World Champion and the world’s best team. Their goal now is to
build on their success and develop talent in GB’s young and women pilots.
PARAMOTORING
The British Open Paramotor Championships took place in July at the excellent
new venue of Wingland airfield in Lincolnshire. Ric Womersley flew well to
become British Champion, ahead of Mike Page and Dan Jones. Nigel CosbieRoss won the Discovery class.
Just three weeks earlier, and marking only his second year in the sport, Dan had
flown from John O’Groats, to Land’s End in eight days and 35 hours in the air.
His flight, which was supported by his father, raised more than £9,000 for
Alzheimer’s Research UK.
Photo: Ric Womersley

HANG GLIDING
Although the British Championships were cancelled, two rounds of the British Open Series were held, in the
Yorkshire Dales in June and the Welsh Borders in August.

British Open Champion Gordon Rigg (Photo: Michael Zupanc)

The first round, billed as the British Open, saw Gordon Rigg secure yet another trophy ahead of Dave Matthews and
Stephen Penfold, with Mike Armstrong leading the rigid wings (Class 5).
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Grant Crossingham: BOS series Champion (Photo: Katy Cole)

BOS 2 saw Grant Crossingham take yet another win from Justin Needham and Dave Matthews, with Stewart Reid
winning the rigid wing class and Christo Tracey the Club Class. This gave Grant the overall BOS series win and
Stewart the Class 5 crown.

ACCURACY
The Classic Accuracy Nationals at South Cerney in August saw Richard Bissett become individual Champion
(squares) and Katie Sykes win her first National Championship on paragliders. The team award went to Parachuting
Upwards. The Paragliding Accuracy Nationals were held in Norfolk in September. Simon Sykes was individual
champion and Scout Rebels took the team award.

Team award winners (L-R) Richard Bissett, Leslie Carroll and Dave Crowhurst (Photo: Jonathan Parkinson)

Finally, at the FAI World Championships in October, the British team could do no better than 14th place. South
Korea tool both individual and team wins.
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HUMAN POWER
The annual Icarus Cup was flown at Lasham in the early mornings and late evening over a week in July. Team
Aerocycle, led by Lewis Rawlinson, secured the RAeS team prize and Kit Buchanan won the piloting prize aboard
Aerocycle 302.

Lazarus prepares to launch at the Icarus Cup (Photo: Barney Harle)

The Jacobson Figure of Eight prize was attempted, without success, by both Lewis and Kit. Niall Paterson remains
the only person in the UK to have completed the challenge (Aerocycle 3: 2018). Team Lazarus, led by Niall, also
performed well.
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http://www.bmaa.org
The British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) looks after the interests of microlight pilots and enthusiasts in the
UK. It is an organisation approved by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and aims to further the sport of microlight
aviation, keep flying costs down to a minimum for its members and to represent them in national and international
matters relating to microlight sport aviation.

NEWS
BMAA YOUNG PERSONS BURSARIES
BMAA Young Persons Bursary applications are open until 31st March 2022. Anyone wishing to apply should follow
this link: https://www.bmaa.org/try-microlighting/young-person-s-flying-bursary

YOUNGEST WOMAN TO SOLO CIRCUMNAVIGATE THE GLOBE IN A MICROLIGHT

Our congratulations go to 19 year old Zara Rutherford becomes the youngest woman to circumnavigate the globe
solo in a small aircraft, a Shark Aero, one of the fastest ultralight aircraft in the world (up to 300 km/h), designed in
the Czech Republic and manufactured in Slovakia.
Zara, dual British and Belgium nationality, was educated at St.Swithun’s School, Winchester and learnt to fly at
Popham Airfield’s Airbourne Aviation and she has already been influential in encouraging 52 girls from the school to
sign up for flying lessons with Airbourne Aviation. Zara holds a UK PPL as well as FAA private, Slovakian microlight
and French microlight licences.
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Supported by Prepare2go, the same team behind the VintageAirRally and Air Trophy and also an aircraft ferry
company delivering small aircraft around the globe Zara funded the successful attempt with the help of sponsors.
At Kortrijk-Wevelgem airfield on the 20th January 2022 Zara Rutherford completed her mission and became the
youngest woman in history to fly solo around the world in a small aircraft. Her journey lasted 155 days or 5 months
and 3 days. With her flight Zara wants to encourage young women to pursue their dreams and reduce the gender
gap in aviation as well as in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).

Zara with Mike Pearson (Popham Airfield Manager & RAeC Medals and Awards Committee Vice Chair)

The Press launch for Zara’s world record attempt was held at Popham Airield on the 26 th July 2021 and Zara set off
from Kortrijk-Wevelgem, Belgium on the 18th August before heading West across the Atlantic. She stopped in
Iceland and Greenland, flew through Canada, the USA and the Caribbean to Colombia. Then she continued NorthWest, crossed the Bering Strait from Alaska into Russia and flew further to South Korea, Indonesia, India, the Middle
East and back home to Kortrijk in Belgium.

Zara at the Shark.aero factory with her custom made Shark U

47

Her journey took twice as long as expected. In Alaska and Russia she waited several weeks in freezing
temperatures for good weather conditions. She had to take a long detour over the sea to avoid North Korean
airspace. In the Philippines she had to escape the super-typhoon Rai, in India she avoided thick smog which
significantly reduced visibility. In California she faced wild-fires, in Dubai – heavy winds, and in Mexico - an
earthquake. But everywhere she met extremely friendly people eager to help and encourage her to continue her
inspiring mission.
Having completed her circumnavigation, Zara can now claim two Guinness World Records (GWR). The youngest
female to solo circumnavigate the globe in an aircraft (19 years 199 days) AND the youngest person to solo
circumnavigate the globe in a microlight.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Total distance: 52,080.3 km (28,121 nautical miles)
Total time in the air: approx. 260 hours
Takeoffs and landings: 71 (69 stops, including 10 diversions to an airfield other than planned; 2
returns to the same airfield)
Longest flight: 2000 km (1080 nautical miles)
Longest flight over water: 1861 km (1005 nautical miles)
Highest altitude: 4200 meters (13,800 ft), over Greenland
Continents visited: 5
Countries visited: 31
Highest temperature: +36 (Colombia)
Lowest temperature: -34 (Magadan, Russia)

You can check out Zara’s journey on https://www.facebook.com/FlyZolo and on https://flyzolo.com/

2022 MICOLIGHT TRADE SHOW AT POPHAM AIRFIELD
Dates to put in your diary is weekend of the 30 th April and 1st May at Popham Airfield for the Microlight Trade Fair
(incorporating the BMAA AGM).

WANTED: BMAA FLIGHT TRAINING LIAISON & SAFETY OFFICER
Following the recent retirement of our Flight Training Liaison and Safety Officer the BMAA is recruiting for a
replacement.
Flight safety: this position can only be filled by someone with significant experience in microlight flight training
and an ambition to raise standards.
To effectively improve flight safety the appointed person will have to:
 be able to collect and analyse data so that the resources available can be used most effectively,
 develop strategies for deployment of information,
 work with the training industry to raise safety awareness, and
 work with other aviation industry organisations to coordinate with national safety improvement policies.
Wings Scheme: The appointed person will take the lead in developing the scheme to offer more options and
encourage members to take part.
The person: The successful applicant:
 will be able to work on their own initiative
 will have significant experience in the field of microlight flight instruction
 will have extremely good organisation, communication and presentation skills
Hours, place of work and remuneration: this as a part time job, probably averaging one and a half days a
week. There will be some weekend working and, because working with other organisations will mean attending
meetings on dates largely outside of our control, there will have to be a degree of flexibility on working days.
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The position is office based at Deddington, although home working has now become the norm.
The remuneration package is likely to be in the region of £24,000 per annum paid pro-rata for contracted hours.
Apply: please complete the application form https://www.bmaa.org/files/liac_AP1-FTLSO.pdf and return it to the
Chief Executive (Rob Hughes) at the BMAA. In addition to the application form, you should separately give details of
relevant experience and an outline of how you see the role and how you would go about making it work.

BMAA Instructor Seminar 2022
The BMAA Instructor Seminar 2022 will take place on 7/8 March 2022 at a hotel conference suite in Kenilworth.
The Seminar is reserved for Instructors & Examiners. If you are not yet an instructor or thinking about becoming an
instructor and would like to attend, contact Kelly at kelly@bmaa.org
It’s short notice but please register your attendance via https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/pilot-licensing/pilotlicensing---instructors-and-examiners/instructor-seminar-2022-attendance-form
To view seminar information https://www.bmaa.org/files/Instructor_Seminar_2022.pdf

THINK YOU’RE TOO OLD TO BE A FLEXIWING INSTRUCTOR?
If you fancied qualifying as a flexiwing instructor or instructress once we’re out of lockdown, and are over the age of
35, well you now can AND you can also apply for a bursary from the BMAA to do so. Now that can’t be bad news!
Under a new trial scheme the BMAA will fund a portion of the cost of an FI course to a successful bursary applicant.
To get onto a course you must be recommended by a flying school who is also willing to take you on, and supervise
you, as a newly qualified FI(R).
Contact geoff.weighell@bmaa.org for more details

FAI Colibri Scheme
The Colibri Award Scheme is specially designed for microlight pilots by the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale
(FAI) and the Commission Internationale de Micro-Aviation (CIMA). The FAI Colibri Badges are international
standards of achievement and proficiency in microlight aviation. They encourage pilots to continue to acquire
experience after having gained their pilot’s licence by, for instance, participating in longer distance flights, increasing
the total number of hours flown or competing in FAI competitions.
There are four levels of Colibri; Bronze, Silver, Gold and Diamond. The prestigious Diamond Colibri is awarded by
the FAI Microlight Commission itself for holders of the Silver Colibri badge or higher for an outstanding flying
achievement in the sport of microlight flying. https://www.bmaa.org/the-bmaa/bmaa-awards/colibri-awards

BMAA SOCIAL MEDIA FACEBOOK GROUP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMAA1 is for current BMAA members to share thoughts and ideas with each
other and the BMAA office staff. Members can also ask questions or ask for advice.
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VOLUNTEERS AND ROLES
Like any membership organisation the BMAA relies upon the help of volunteers to run the association as well
as it can for the benefit of the members.
The BMAA Council members are all volunteers and they are helped in the management of the BMAA by other
people who in some cases are co-opted onto a sub-committee.
https://www.bmaa.org/the-bmaa/volunteers-and-roles
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https://bmfa.org
The British Model Flying Association (BMFA) is the body elected by the Royal Aero Club to be responsible for all
aspects of flying model aircraft in the UK.
With over 850 clubs and approximately 36,000 members the whole of the UK is administered from the Head Office.
Locally there are 14 "Area" committees which meet periodically and are attended by club delegates who can,
through various channels open to the "Areas", propose changes or additions to the running of the sport which are
then voted upon at Council meetings held at the Head Office. If passed, the changes will be incorporated in the
guidelines produced by the organisation and published in the "BMFA Handbook".

NEWS
My thanks to Danny Williamson, BMFA National Centre Manager, for the following report:
BMFA NATIONAL CENTRE
It’s that time of year when we take the opportunity to look back at the last years activity at the National Centre and
also of course to look forward to the coming year.

2021 has been another challenging year nationally and also for model flying, however I am pleased to say that the
National Centre has weathered the storm of Covid and in actual fact once restrictions were lifted we experienced our
busiest year to date.
As has now become the norm for the Centre every weekend from March through to November was booked or
allocated to an event with a good mix of model flying activity represented and also a very positive amount of
midweek usage.
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READY FOR WINTER
Work at the Centre never really stops and even when there is very little flying through the winter months there is
always plenty to do and where possible the Volunteer Team continue to meet right through the winter in order to
progress the various projects.
One of the primary tasks for the Volunteer Team at this time of year is preparing the site for winter.
This consists of a range of tasks from final hedge trimming to the last grass cutting of the season and most
importantly the end of season servicing for all the equipment and machinery to ensure it is ready for the spring.
We also decommission the outside facilities to protect against frost damage plus get all the benches and model
stands away and under cover and have a general tidy up.
We also always plan a range of winter projects as it often represents an opportunity to tackle the larger jobs that we
don’t have the time for during the summer months when the schedule is very full and grounds maintenance
requirements at their height.
CHANGING TIMES FOR THE BMFA
Now that the Centre has become an established and successful facility the decision has been taken by the BMFA
Council (the board of directors) to relocate the primary office function and staffing from Chacksfield House in
Leicester to the National Centre (located near Melton Mowbray on the Lincolnshire/Leicester border.
This provides a number of benefits in
terms of operating the Centre and
cost savings to the Society as a
whole.
It is likely that the process will
commence over the winter months
with the aim of an increased staff
presence at the Centre by the spring,
but it will take a while for the full
move to be effected.
Of course, it is a significant step for
the Association and one of the
primary
considerations
is
arrangements for the existing staff
who are largely Leicester based.
(Left) In the beginning where it all started

Like many organisations the BMFA has evolved considerably in terms of working practices over the last few years
and the recent measures implemented during lockdown have already demonstrated the potential for effective
working away from the Leicester office, so the move to the Centre is really the next step in this process.
Overall, the net result should be more effective staffing of the Centre and a better work/life balance and working
environment for the whole team.

THE NATIONAL CENTRE ON TV
Some of you may be familiar with the Susan Calman Grand Day Out programmes that have been on TV over the
last two or three years.
During the course of each programme Susan travels the country in a small camper van (which curiously is named
Helen Mirren….) and visits interesting places and tries new activities.
In the previous series Susan visited a model boat club in the Lake District which clearly got our Volunteer Richard
Phillips thinking (he is also a bit of a model boat enthusiast as well as a lifelong aeromodeller).
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Richard wrote to the series producers with an offer of visiting the National Centre so Susan could try model flying.
Following this the producer and director visited the Centre to do a recce and discuss how it might work from a filming
and flying point of view and it was very clear from the initial meeting that they liked what they saw and were keen to
include model flying as one of the activities.
Within a few days they had come back to us with a proposed schedule and a date for filming which we were able to
accommodate.
Once all the paperwork was done Richard led the project and was to be Susan’s instructor for the session using a
“buddy- box” system and one of our electric training aircraft.
The day of filming dawned appropriately sunny and the crew turned up late afternoon to await Susan’s arrival……..in
Helen Mirren…..
One of the aims of the piece was to show some general model flying taking place so the Volunteer Team were
recruited as “extras” to do some flying, it didn’t take much persuasion and it was Volunteer Thursday anyway, so it
worked well.
Richard did a fantastic job and despite some slightly dubious editing here and there the piece came over very well
and portrayed model flying and the National Centre in a very positive light which can be a difficult task when working
with TV.
THE COMING YEAR
2022 is a significant year marking the Centenary of the Society.
As well as a number of club-based events and activities there will of course be some celebratory activity taking place
at the Centre.
There will be a Centenary display portraying the highlights from 100 years of model flying located in the main
Hangar for around six weeks which should make an interesting additional attraction. There is also a Centenary
“Camp and Fly” holiday week as well as a garden party and flying display.
To check out the full calendar of events for the coming year take a look at the National Centre website calendar.
https://events.bmfa.uk/
OPERATIONAL
The National Centre is active for model flying 7 days a week whenever the weather is suitable, the site now features
in the Air Information Publication which will ultimately lead to a symbol on the VFR Charts, until it appears on the
Charts the location benefits from an ongoing permission and NOTAM to warn other air users of intense model flying
to 1500 feet (agl) with aircraft over 25kg.
For the latest National Centre
https://nationalcentre.bmfa.org
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My thanks to Ashley Hoyland for his report:GREAT BRITAIN RADIO CONTROL AEROBATIC ASSOCIATION
To follow my comments from the last issue concerning developments in radio control model aircraft, I need to go
back to the early days when valves and high voltage batteries were the only technology available to control our
models.
In the 1950s although there were many pursuing the ultimate in radio controlled model flying, many who were
interested in radio control chose boats to prove and demonstrate their knowledge and systems. Crashing a model
aircraft was to be expected, but an engine stopping or the radio failing in the middle of a pond did not destroy your
equipment, at worst you got your feet wet.
Single channel carrier wave valve transmitters and receivers with a wound rubber band attached through an actuator
and angled rod to the rudder was all we had to control the direction of flight on a model trimmed to fly. One press n
the transmitter button should make the rudder operate one way and the next press operate in the opposite direction.
I could never remember which would come next and if the vibration took over it was anyone’s guess.
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The turbine engine developed in 1937 by Donald Fisher

The British made Fisher Redshift 10cc aerobatic engine 1979

Hats off to those who had successful flying in those days. We progressed though sequential actuators, some
clockwork, to motor driven servos. The next step forward was 27MHz crystal controlled transmitters, then tuned reed
equipment where we had bi-simultaneous control surface operation but it still only gave full deflection of the control
surface on each command.
There was an early ‘near proportional system’ called Galloping Ghost which biased a continually oscillating control
surface in the direction you wanted to go, it worked well but the tail of the aircraft did a lot of wagging in flight. Then
when we had been using full proportional control for a while and with a huge amount of work from the BMFA we
were able to go from 27 MHz to 35 MHz and ultimately to 2,4 GHz which has made everything so much more
reliable.
Along with the development of radio control came refinement in internal combustion engines. Small diesel engines of
around 1cc to 3.5 cc in the earlier days (and before my time large petrol engines with low power output were used)
but with more reliable radio systems up to 10cc capacity engines were used by more and more modellers, but
without silencers in these days. In the 1962 F3A World Championships, mentioned last time, the top two models
were using glow plug engines of 8cc and 10cc capacity and tuned reed radio equipment.
It was in late 1970s that Richard Fisher a fellow club member decided to produce a 10cc engine specifically for
aerobatics with use on a tuned pipe. This was extremely successful being as powerful as anything else available in
the World and I was involved in distributing them to many parts of the World. They were very successful in
competitions here in the UK. Richard was a talented model pilot but gained his PPL after flying a MIcrolight for
some time the engine of which was modified to use the same innovative fuel system that he designed for the
Redshift which delivered fuel to the engine in relation to the exhaust pressure no matter what attitude the aircraft
was in. He renovated a full size Skybolt with which he entered many aerobatic competitions but unfortunately came
to grief teaching a friend aerobatics. I often wonder what Richard would have developed in these modern times as
he had experimented with many configurations of engines following in his Father’s footsteps who designed and
made in 1937 what he called a turbine engine (very similar to a Wankle engine) which has been displayed at the
Yorkshire Air Park.
In 1996 the F3A FAI rules for maximum engine capacity
changed from 10cc maximum and opened the door to use
larger four stoke engines in our two metre models that now
have a maximum weight of 5 Kgs.The YS company in Japan
has dominated the supply of engines for aerobatics which are
now around 34cc and turn 22 x 10 propellers using a spark
plug instead of the glow plug for ignition, supercharged and
running on nitromethane/methanol/oil fuel with a direct
injection fuel system which makes the whole package the one
to use.
Photo: The YS four stroke
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However, then came lithium batteries that made it feasible to use electric power and many competitors have
converted. Limited by the FAI rules we use 10 cell lithium cells of about 5 amp capacity to power our models and
some pilots use contra rotating propellers to eliminate the one direction propeller swirl down the fuselage and to
induce drag in the downlines. The electric motors pull around 75 amps during the uplines and the battery lasts one
flight, enough to complete the eight minutes allowed for the schedule of manoeuvres with just that bit extra for
safety. Any extra capacity would make the battery and the model too heavy.
The main advantage of electric power is the reduction in vibration which can harm the servos accuracy and no
matter how careful you are with the fuel management not having to wipe down the model and your hands after flying
is a bonus.

The latest Electric Contra-Drive

With all these developments, competition pilots have some choices to make but in the end it is the skill of the pilot on
the transmitter sticks that counts and the skill levels increase with practice and with electric power being easier than
the IC engine to operate reliably, most pilots are able to practice more and the world standard has risen accordingly.

Impromptu competition at the New Pilots Open Day
1st Place: Marc Osbourne

2nd Place Joe Moulton

3rd Place Brian Ball
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Today in the UK most pilots are using electric powered aircraft whilst on the continent there is still probably 15% of
pilots, including the World Champion, using the YS four stroke.
In line with the reliability of power units, members of the GBRCAA are very aware that there are many club flyers on
the edge of seeking help to control their aircraft in a safe and precise way, so we run introduction to aerobatic days
and new pilots open days and provide competition schedules so any pilot can compete at their own level.

A group of pilots wishing to improve their flying at a New Pilots Open Day

Graham Gooch who has been a Club Chairman of Norwich Model Aircraft Club for 35 years has been flying
competitions a few years now, ran such an event last July of potential new competitors at former RAF Coltishall and
the photographs say it all.
If you want further information, please visit the GBRCAA web site at www.htpps://gbrcaa.org or email Ashley
Hoyland at pro@gbrcaa.org
GBRCAA membership form: https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/Ue21EB50ycjVlH5

CONTROL LINE COURSE UP AND RUNNING AT BMFA HQ
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THE BRITISH MODEL FLYING ASSOCIATION
2022 UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOLS PAYLOAD CHALLENGES
The flying and presentation element of the BMFA 2022 University and Schools Payload Challenges competition will
take place 14th & 15th June 2022 at the BMFA’s National Centre near Grantham in Lincolnshire.
The BMFA Payload Challenges require students to design, build and fly load-carrying model aircraft. The
competitions have evolved to stretch the abilities of participating students and there is no doubt the development of
a good aircraft requires each team to display design flair, technical knowledge and teamwork. Judging is by a panel
of professional engineers and the competition has attracted very favourable comment from external examiners, the
challenge is partnered by the Royal Aeronautical Society and also enjoys the support of BAE SYSTEMS, Rolls
Royce, RAF Engineering and the Royal Air Force Model Aircraft Association.
The competition benefits from cash prizes awarded to winning team members and their university/school
department.
To enter your team complete the entry form on the final page of the appropriate brochure and post or Email to
Manny Williamson (Challenge Co-ordinator) British Model Flying Association, Chacksfield House, 31 St Andrews
Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE along with the appropriate payment to register your entry(s) by the 1st April 2022, due to
the continually increasing interest in this competition this year will see a limit on the number of entries accepted in
order to maintain a viable schedule, be sure to submit your entries as early as possible in order to avoid
disappointment.
An entry fee of £125.00 per team (£75.00 for challenge 1 and 2) is payable on submission of entry form. Forms and
Rules can be downloaded at https://payloadchallenge.bmfa.uk/downloads

REWARDS
If you didn’t select the optional membership card when you took out your membership it is not too late to take
advantage of this scheme. Simply log in to your membership profile at https://bmfa.azolve.com click on ‘Member
Details’ and then ‘Membership Cards’ to order your card and start making some great savings.
From high street shopping, eating out, holidays, cinema tickets, weekly food shops, motoring and so much more.
Wherever you spend your money, save it too!
With hundreds of offers and discounts available and more being added every month, don't miss out on making some
serious savings from Argos to ASOS, Currys PC World to Costa, John Lewis, HelloFresh to Expedia and so many
more.
Once your card arrives, please visit www.BDF-Rewards.co.uk and log in using your email address and the password
that was sent with the card.

FORTHCOMING 2022 CONTESTS & EVENTS
For the BMFA Events Calendar check out https://bmfa.org/Contests-Events/Contest-and-Event-Calendar where
you can find details of your local affiliated club and when they meet and what you can fly there, be it as a complete
novice or an advanced flyer.
SAM 35 FREE FLIGHT COMPETITIONS http://sam35.org.uk
MODEL HELICOPTER COMPETITIONS: http://www.3dchampionship.co.uk

BMFA WEBSITE https://bmfa.org
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BRITISH DRONE FLYERS ASSOCIATION

https://britishdroneflyers.org/
The BMFA has established the BDF as a 'drone targeted' BMFA Membership, to try and appeal to the large number
of recreational drone users out there for whom the 'standard' BMFA membership doesn't feel relevant (for instance,
they perhaps don't want to receive a magazine about model aircraft, so they'll instead receive a 'drone' related
electronic newsletter).
The CAA has over 210K people registered with them as operators of unmanned aircraft, of which only 30K are
BMFA members. The aim of the BDF is to attract some of the other 180K by providing them with excellent (and
developing) membership benefits.
The BDF’s objectives are the promotion, protection, organisation and encouragement of safe and lawful
recreational drone flying and development in all its aspects in the United Kingdom, through the medium of clubs and
individual members; assistance and guidance to clubs or individuals; collaboration between members and cooperation on behalf of members with the Civil Aviation Authority or other government departments and any other
bodies and organisations in the United Kingdom and overseas.

REWARDS
If you didn’t select the optional membership card when you took out your membership it is not too late to take
advantage of this scheme. Simply log in to your membership profile at https://bmfa.azolve.com click on ‘Member
Details’ and then ‘Membership Cards’ to order your card and start making some great savings.

Once your card arrives, please visit www.BDF-Rewards.co.uk and log in using your email address
and the password that was sent with the card.

THE WOBBLY GIMBAL
Did you know that British Drone Flyers Membership entitles
you to FREE entry at their virtual pub, the Wobbly Gimbal?
It's a bit swanky, do you like what we did with the decor?
It's a place where drone pilots can come together, share
stories and experiences over a virtual drink and packet of
salted peanuts once a month.
Would you like to meet the Landlord and Drone Support
Officer, Chris Bradbury? Would you like to have all of your
drone questions answered? Would you like to be crowned
champion of the Wobbly Gimbal pub quiz?
You would? Great! Best get the link below filled in asap!
https://britishdroneflyers.org/events/meet-the-bdfteam?fbclid=IwAR1wAO5vcL9wJE5LBRkLSpQsJr0OvIksZvaDkNWvUnYd8mUwnWLjutsM-to
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BRITISH SKYDIVING
www.britishskydiving.org
The British Skydiving and controls all aspects of skydiving on behalf of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). They are a
democratic, not-for-profit organisation of individuals whose purpose is to organise, govern and further the
advancement of Skydiving in the UK.
Skydiving is one of today's most exciting sports. Dynamic and colourful, it offers mastery of the air and the freedom
to make the skies your own! Enjoyment, exhilaration and limitless challenge are available even to the absolute
beginner. And at its highest level, skydiving is an intensely competitive sport which requires finely tuned skills,
intimate knowledge of the air and perfect body control. Many of their teams and individuals compete at international
level and have received numerous medals and world records.

NEWS
COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2022
At the close of nominations at 12 noon Monday 1 November 2021, three nominations had been received for the four
seats available on Council, three of which will became vacant at the AGM as Council Members retire in rotation, and
the forth to fill the casual vacancy of two years.
Those elected took their seats at the inaugural Council Meeting after the AGM in Nottingham on Sat 29 January
2022.
Mark Bayada started skydiving 28 years ago, initially as a member of the Red Devils
parachute display team, in his early skydiving career mark competed in FS 4-way, FS 8way and Canopy Piloting winning a gold medal in the 4-way intermediate category at the
1992 British Nationals that were held at Weston-on-the-Green. Mark then concentrated
on gaining his instructor ratings and becoming a category system, AFF and tandem
instructor before eventually working up to the rating of advanced instructor. A full and
varied career has seen Mark hold the position of Chief Instructor at Bad Lippspringe,
Cypress and Netheravon, he is now a rigger and pilot at APA Netheravon.
A Council member since 2017, Mark is the Chair of the Member Development Committee (MDC) and currently
chairs the Canopy Working Group that created the CH and CP system. As an instructor examiner for the past 17
years, he assists at British Skydiving instructor courses and is involved with many inquiries and working groups. In
his spare time, Mark likes to keep active by taking part in many outdoor pursuits including climbing, bowls, hiking
and walking Hector the black Labrador.
Adrian Bond has over 17 years in the sport, with 14 years having been
spent on Council previously and contributing to the overall strategy and
governance of the organisation. Having a commercial background in
developing and growing several successful SME businesses has enabled
him to bring these skills and expertise to the benefit of our Association. After
a year away, 2022 sees the return of Adrian to Council.
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Natasha ‘Tash’ Higman started skydiving in 1997 to celebrate qualifying as a
Chartered Certified Accountant. Since then she co-set belly big-way world records,
learned to freefly and competed in Canopy Formation and Formation Skydiving.
She holds international judge ratings issued on behalf of the FAI in Canopy
Formation, Formation Skydiving and Speed Skydiving.
Tash has been on the board since 2016, initially serving on the Competitions
Committee including as the Judges’ Coordinator. In 2019 she moved to the
Development and Communication Committees broadening her understanding of
the organisation.
She was elected as Treasurer in 2020. Outside the sport, Tash is a freelance management consultant, translator
and finance professional.

Rob Hartley is to continue to serve as an Independent Non-Executive
Director for 3 years. Rob joined the board last year on a one-year casual
vacancy, at the AGM in January his appointment was confirmed for a further
3-year term.
Rob is Senior Operations Manager within Sport England’s Special Projects
Unit, supporting professional sport survive the effects of Covid through a
£600m funding package from the UK Government. He works closely with
Government departments and other major partners, and leads on internal
processes, procurements and governance.
Before joining Sport England, Rob worked in major events, holding positions such as Head of Events and
Competitions at the British Judo Association, and helped to deliver events including the World Taekwondo
Championships, World Para-Athletics Championships and the World Triathlon Series Leeds.
Knowledgeable in sport policy, Rob wrote his Master’s degree dissertation on the UK Government’s Sporting Future
strategy. He is an avid sports fan, playing rugby, lacrosse and badminton and volunteers within major events.

Membership Renewal 2022/23
Online renewal is available from 1 March 2022 https://britishskydiving.org/membership/
The full member subscription for the new membership year from April 1 2022 to March 31 2023 is £114.61. For joint
members, the subscription is £208.32. The current insurance indemnity limit also remains the same at £10m.
Full and Joint Members can renew online by login into your member account. Online renewal for the new
membership year will be available from March 1 2022. Please do not try to renew online before then!
The PIMS online membership facility is available for: Full members; Joint Members; Ratings’ include Instructors,
Riggers, packers, pilots and any other rating that must be ‘signed off’ can also be done online. To reduce our carbon
footprint, renewal reminders are sent via email.

REVIEW OF THE YEAR 2021
The British Skydiving Review of the Year 2021 has now been published. Craig Poxon,
Chair of Council provides an overview of 2021 highlighting the many achievements made
by the association in the last year. The Review of the Year includes updates from Chief
Operating Officer, Tony Butler, and a Safety and Training overview from Safety &
Technical Officer, Jeff Montgomery. Elite Performance, Member Development and
Finance are also covered by the Chairs of their committees along with an overview of the
year from Communications Manager Angel Fernandez.
View online and/or download a pdf: https://britishskydiving.org/news/review-of-the-year2021/

60

COMPETITION DATES 2022

National Championships:
30-31 Jul – Wingsuit Nationals: Skydive Langar
10-14 Aug – Canopy Piloting: Skydive Pink Klatovy
19-21 Aug – Canopy Formation: Skydive Langar
26-28 Aug – 4-way Formation Skydiving: Skydive Hibaldstow
16–18 Sep – 8-way Formation Skydiving: Skydiving at SkyHigh
16–18 Sep – Speed: Skydiving at SkyHigh
24-25 Sep - Artistics: Skydive Langar
UKSL:
30 Apr- 1 May: UK Parachuting - Sibson Airfield
4-5 Jun: Skydive Langar
2-3 Jul: Skydiving at SkyHigh
Accuracy Grand Prix::

18-19 Jun: Skydive Headcorn

Canopy Formation Grand Prix: 18-19 Jun: Skydive Langar

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION (BCPA)
https://www.bcpa.org.uk

The BCPA is a volunteer-run, non-profit organisation, set up for the purpose of promoting skydiving at a collegiate
level. The committee is voted in every year at the AGM, held on the weekend of BCPA Nationals, and positions
include Chair, Vice Chair, Events Coordinator, Tour Organiser and Club Liaison. Want to get involved? Email
mail@bcpa.org.uk to find out more.
There are over 30 affiliated university clubs where like-minded people can jump, compete and most importantly
socialise with! Members range from "freshers" who have only recently done their first jump to graduates with
hundreds of jumps who help film, coach and organise at BCPA events. The BCPA co-ordinates annual interuniversity leagues to allow clubs to compete against each other both in competition (3-way, freefly and accuracy) as
well as club achievements (such as obtaining Cat-8 or FS1). This culminates in an awards ceremony at the BCPA
Nationals in the summer. Many clubs find that success here can help to convince their university to allocate them
more funding for the subsequent year!
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https://www.fsdp.co.uk
The aim of the Charity is to help disabled people discover their true potential through the mental and physical
stimulation of learning to fly a light aircraft. The challenges they face and overcome help them to find new
confidence and self-esteem in rising above their own personal life difficulties, and help them to view their future with
greater self-assurance.
Since the scheme began nearly 400 disabled people have benefited from learning to fly.

My thanks to Lotty Hart for her report on her experience learning to fly as a FSDP Scholar.
I went to RIAT in July 2019. I was on a mobility scooter and FSDP people targeted me with leaflets and stickers,
saying ‘YOU CAN LEARN HOW TO FLY’. I spoke with my husband and friends throughout the amazing air show.
They were all encouraging me to apply. So, I thought about it……I loved going up in a small aircraft when I was a
13, with my friends’ dad. I wasn’t scared, I loved it.
I did a sky dive in 2010 to raise money for the MS Trust. Loved that too!! So, I thought, yes I’m going to apply. My
husband has encouraged me throughout and made it financially possible for me to take unpaid leave from work.
He’s a keen flyer, having had flying experience since a young age. He knows how incredible it is and wanted me to
experience it. So, I applied in 2019, having contacted my GP who I had seen regularly that year, so he knew me
well. He was happy to fill out the forms.
In 2020 I had been contacted by FSDP to say that I had reached the selection process, which meant gong to
Cranwell. I was excited and nervous but felt reassured after speaking with my amazing mentor Kerry, who answered
all my questions, and she told me all about the process.
But COVID 19 struck!!!
The flying scholarship for 2020 was cancelled. I was so disappointed.
Some time passed, and then I received an email to say that I could re-apply for 2021. Life was very different due to
Covid, everything had moved online. We were Zooming a lot!!
I was fortunate to reach the selection process and I met all the other candidates and some other mentors on Zoom.
Now for the Interviews. They were on zoom, but it worked really well. I used zoom with friends and family most
weekends, and I wasn’t aware of the breakout room functionality.
I was glad the 20 people watching weren’t visible, that would have made me more nervous for sure. The interviews
went well, they all made me feel very comfortable. I’m glad it was split over two days and that we were notified on
the Monday. I was convinced I hadn’t got a scholarship, but I was extremely pleased that I was wrong.
Next step was 2 assessment days in Kemble. It went well, and it was so nice to finally meet everyone in person.
Listening to people’s stories, meet the Trustees, Mentors and of course the other scholars that I had seen on screen
via Zoom. I found out on the Monday that I had been successful. I was so happy…and shocked. What an amazing
feeling to have been chosen for this incredible experience.
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I was informed that my scholarship was at Gryphon Aero Club based on the old RAF Kemble Airfield, near
Cirencester, which would be held during the first 3 weeks of July. Yvonne was my paired scholar, who I was really
looking forward to getting to know.
Driving down to the hotel was what I was most anxious about. My husband always does the long-distance driving,
pushing me very quickly in a wheelchair to get to the disabled toilet at Service Stations when I need. My bladder and
bowel cause me issues (It’s an MS thing). These two things caused me daily anxiety during the scholarship, but
there were no issues, thankfully.
Leaving the hotel Yvonne and I hit the road to drive to the airfield, where we met the Chief Flying Instructor at
Gryphon Aero Club - John Griffin, the Deputy Chief Flying Instructor Pete Shawe and Flying Instructor Paul Finch,
along with club members Jan Wojciechowski and Brod Pincott.
On Day 1 of the scholarship, we spent the first couple of hours at ground school where we learnt about Power Attitude - Trim combined with Straight and Level.
Then within a couple of hours I was up in the air in Yankee
Lima (PA-28 Cherokee) with John Griffin.
I never expected to be up in the air on day 1.
It was incredible.
During the first week, we took it in turns to fly. One would stay
back at the Club House at Ground School, whilst the other
flew. This meant a lot of hanging around for one of us.
For the rest of the first week, we flew over the gorgeous Cotswolds countryside and villages and well-known
landmarks. I was able to fly over my in-laws village Marshfield; over Frome where my sister in law lives; beautiful
Bath and also over Bristol.
Our hotel was about 41 miles away from the Airfield, not ideal adding more time to our very busy day, but Yvonne
and I shared the driving and it worked out well. In the first week, I did all the driving as I needed my car which has a
hoist for my eFoldi scooter. My scooter has 3 wheels and I have previously fallen off numerous times. The guys at s
Gryphon Aero Club eemed nervous watching me on it on the uneven terrain at the airfield. They then came up with
a great idea. They had a tug (a 4 wheeled scooter) in the Hanger which they had bought for helping get the aircraft
out of the hanger. This worked well for me getting around the airfield safely. Jan would get it out for me each
morning and drive it to my car, so that I could get on it as soon as we arrived. Jan was so helpful regarding this and
providing cold drinks during the hot spell. They were all very helpful with regards to helping me get around on the
scooter, opening doors even turning the tug around for me in small corridors.
For the second week, we decided that we would both go up in the aircraft, one would fly, the other as a passenger.
Both learning whilst listening on the intercom. We flew to an Airfield, had coffee and cake and the other would fly
back. This worked well. It also meant we got to visit the other airfields taking part on the scholarship. One of our final
trips was to Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire in Wales. It was stunning!!
It just so happens that I went to
Pembrokeshire for a week in August. It was nice to go to the beach and remember that I few over it a few weeks
previously. Great memories!!
The third week it got a bit more serious. We were doing circuits. This is where you fly a circuit pattern, where you
take off, climb, turn, descent and land. This was tricky, but so rewarding. I landed the aircraft 4 times during the
circuit process, which was something I thought I would never be able to do.
During the final week Yankee Lima had an issue with its nose, so we got to experience flying Ghost Bravo (The
Arrow). It was interesting to feel the differences in the two Aircrafts. The Arrow was a faster and a heavier aircraft.
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The Scholarship was without doubt, the best experience of my life. I’ve met lots of amazing people and now I can
fly!!
My friends Dad is a flying instructor, so I plan to go flying with him in 2022. Also, as my in-laws live in Marshfied,
which isn’t that far from Kemble, when I’m next down that way, I plan to visit the guys at the Club House and hope to
go flying. I now know exactly what you mean when you say FSDP Family.
I’m certainly more confident since doing the FSDP Scholarship. I won’t shy away from journeys and getting my
scooter out of the car, on my own. I’m also going gliding next summer, as my friends son, has just qualified as an
instructor.
Not long after returning home I went up in a friends RV4 aerobatics aircraft and completed a few barrel rolls, which
was great fun. I hate Rolla coasters, but I thoroughly enjoyed it, and will definitely do it again.

As I said earlier, my husband is a very keen flyer, so due to me not being able to fly solo due to m edication, I am
encouraging him to do his PPL then we can fly together. For now, we can continue to use the Xbox Flying Simulator.
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http://formulaairracing.com
FARA (The Formula Air Racing Association) is the recognised official governing body and sanctioning authority
for Formula Air Racing disciplines. It is the governing body in the UK for the sport known as formula one air racing
and, in cooperation with the American IF1 and French APAF associations it sanctions those air races around the
world in the official Air Race 1 World Cup series. FARA is also the international sanctioning body for the new electric
air racing formula, Air Race E.
The series is run by Air Race Events and led by world-leading air racing promoter Jeff Zaltman, the man behind the
globally successful Air Race 1 series (the gasoline-powered equivalent) and is open to any team with the necessary
qualifications according to the rules of the sport and Formula Air Racing Association (FARA) will work closely with
registered teams to ensure competing pilots are certified to race as part of the future qualification process.
AIR RACE E ACHIEVES WORLD’S FIRST FLIGHT OF A PILOTED ELECTRIC RACE PLANE
Air Race E has made history with the completion of the first-ever flight of a piloted all-electric racing airplane,
representing a significant breakthrough in air racing and the wider aviation industry.
The Nordic Air Racing team achieved the honour of carrying out the inaugural test flight in Norway, having emerged
out front in a production race between competing squads to perfect the cutting-edge technology and which
represented a significant breakthrough in air racing. The flight was the result of months of intensive development
and will act as a platform for the launch of the world’s first electric air race series, Air Race E, which is scheduled to
get underway in 2023.

“This is an historic moment and a milestone achievement in the aviation industry,” said Air Race E CEO Jeff
Zaltman. “This is super exciting and a really proud achievement for us. It’s an important day in history, not just for
the team and for Air Race E, but we’ve hit a really major milestone in completing the first flight for an electric air race
plane. There are very few electric aeroplanes flying in the world today, so for us to get an electric air race plane in
the air, a really high-performance electric aircraft, this is just momentous – we’re elated.”
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The first flight of the race plane was the result of months of intensive development and will act as a platform for the
launch of the world’s first electric air race series, Air Race E, which is scheduled to get underway in 2023.
The ten-minute test flight took place
at Tønsberg Airport and was operated
under the supervision of the Civil
Aviation Authority of Norway. Air
Race E stands out from other air
competitions with its commitment to
piloted electric flight, and Nordic Air
Racing Team pilot Rein Inge Hoff
became the first aviator to get behind
the controls of an Air Race Especification
aircraft
when
he
completed four circuits of the airfield
at 2000ft during the historic run. Hoff
carried out some slow flight and
control tests to ensure the aircraft
behaved as predicted, testing with
90kW of power and working up to 140kts as planned, around 50-60% of the plane's eventual potential in full race
trim.
Tomas Brødreskift, Team Principal, Mechanical
Integration and Project Manager of Nordic Air Racing,
said:
"Words cannot describe how proud and happy we are
after this first flight! It's taken months of hard labour,
working day and night, facing difficult setbacks on the
way and even dealing with moments of doubt, but here
we are!
We are delighted that it went so well. No matter how
well prepared you are, and how confident you are after
ground tests, seeing a test pilot take to the skies for the
first time in an aircraft you designed is always a nailbiting moment… It's time to celebrate now!"
Air Race E will see the world’s top pilots go head-to-head at a number of high-profile events around the world, with
aircraft racing just metres above the ground at speeds of over 400km/h (250mph).
The Nordic Air Racing Team is one of 17 teams that took up the challenge to join the series. As well as the Open
class, Air Race E is also set to run two other categories – a partly-standardised Performance class and an eVTOL
class.
The maiden test put the Norwegian team’s electric aircraft – a specifically converted Cassutt IIIM formula race plan –
through its paces with a focus on procedural operations and safety while further trials over subsequent weeks will
fine-tune the high-performance aspects of the aircraft.

Kasaero in partnership
Kasaero is committed to working alongside Air Race E in the designing and building of a fleet of eight cutting-edge
all-electric racing aircraft which will form the foundation of the championship’s one-make Performance Class.
Jeff Zaltman, CEO of Air Race E, said: “Kasaero is a leading light in the aerospace design and manufacturing sector
and we are thrilled to welcome the company into the Air Race E family. The development of new racing aircraft is in
full swing and Kasaero will be a huge asset in this regard – it will be exciting to see how their expertise will further
enhance our ever-growing pool of technological talent. This collaboration is an important and exciting step in our
series’ development.”
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The German company will utilise its extensive experience in producing high-performance aircraft and aircraft
components to create a versatile basis which competing teams can then develop and optimise. Unlike Air Race E’s
Open Class, the Performance Class will feature planes powered by a standard electric powertrain producing 100kw
output – meaning competitors will focus on extracting maximum potential from a powertrain and optimizing subsystems.
Some modifications and enhancements will be allowed in this category to continue Air Race E’s mission of
accelerating innovation and showcasing new technologies in aerospace electrification, playing into Kasaero’s
strengths as an industry leader.
The Stuttgart-based company, founded in 2008 by Karl Käser, is widely respected for its design and manufacturing
expertise while it has already established an impressive portfolio of innovative electric aviation projects. Kasaero,
which draws top talent from the prestigious University of Stuttgart Institute of Aircraft Design (IFB) and has already
been involved in projects like the e-Genius, will initially focus on conceptualising and designing the Performance
Class aircraft before moving on to prefabrication in due course.

CEO JEFF ZALTMAN ATTENDS THE DUBAI AIRSHOW
The Dubai Airshow was the largest aerospace trade event to be held globally since the COVID-19 pandemic.
Aviation industry experts gathered for the five-day event to reconnect with each other and move towards a more
sustainable future, so it was only right that the world's first all-electric air racing championship was in attendance!

FARA are delighted to say the Nordic Air Racing Team has passed the important milestone of receiving the permit
to fly...

Early next year is looking good for an historical first flight... watch this space!
For more information about FARA go to https://airracee.com
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http://www.hcgb.co.uk
The HCGB membership represents almost all of the private helicopter owners and pilots in the UK and actively
encourages social flying and many members regularly participate in the organised events as well as organising an
annual calendar of events ranging from lunch fly-ins, cross channel weekends, visits to military establishments and
breweries and covering just about anything you can think of doing. The HCGB was founded in 1966 to promote the
sporting and social use of helicopters but in recent years the HCGB has come to the fore in defending freedom to fly
from new restrictions and expensive & unnecessary equipment requirements.
Members of the HCGB form the British Helicopter Team and compete nationally and internationally in the World
Helicopter Championship and the Helicopter World Cup both at home and overseas. Annually the HCGB holds its
own UK competition event.
RAeC Chairman David Monks is also Chairman of the HCGB and President of the FAI.

HCGB AGM SUNDAY 6TH MARCH 2022
This year’s AGM is being hosted by HQ Aviation Limited at their hangar at Denham Aerodrome from 10.30am, with
tea and coffee on arrival. Lunch is going to take an international twist and will be provided by HQs guest Thai chef
which promises an authentic delicious lunch after the meeting.
Lt Cdr John Broughton is the guest speaker, a retired naval helicopter pilot who served in the South Atlantic during
one of Britain’s most notable contemporary conflicts.
Forty years ago, in the spring of 1982, part of UK sovereign territory namely the Falkland Islands, was
invaded by Argentina. It prompted an episode of unparalleled personal experience for our speaker today.
In those days, the 25 year old John became part of 825 Naval Air Squadron, a crucial element in a
hastily assembled Task Force of naval, army and air force servicemen and women.
One of the most memorable days of his colourful life must surely be the 8th June 1982. His crews
tasking that morning was to unload two naval support vessels at Bluff Cove on East Falkland. Flying with
an underslung load, at 90 knots and an altitude of 50 feet, he found himself sharing the sky with several
Argentinian jets en route to attack RFA vessels, Sir Galahad and Sir Tristram.
Almost immediately fire engulfed one of the vessels. Survivors, both injured and able bodied, were
hurriedly ferried in life rafts away from the blaze. Television images of Wessex and Sea King helicopters
rescuing military personnel, perilously close to the inferno, now form part of broadcasting history
John Broughton’s contribution is one which earned him the Queen’s Gallantry Medal and is captured in
his riveting account of life in the South Atlantic in 1982.
During the latter part of his Naval career John served with the United States Navy as a Helicopter
Standards Pilot and was a Flight Commander at the Central Flying School (CFS H) before embarking on
a successful commercial career as a Director of Westland Helicopters, Vickers Defence Systems, RRTM
and Rolls-Royce Defence Aerospace - during which time he was elected as a Fellow of the Royal
Aeronautical Society.

PPR is required to land at Denham. There is also local hotel accommodation if anyone wants to arrive night prior.

Please RSVP for the meeting AND lunch to make sure you are catered for to jeremy@ryelands.net
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MIKE SMITH IS AWARDED A NEW RAeC TROPHY

HCGB member Mike Smith has spent his whole life in Aviation and helicopters in Particular and has been awarded
the RAeC Chairman’s Trophy. This is a new trophy and rather nice as you can see.
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
The Light Aircraft Association (LAA) was established just after the end of World War Two with the aim of ensuring
that recreational aviation was affordably available to the man in the street. Pre-war it had predominantly been the
preserve of the better off.

NEWS
My thanks to Steve Slater for the following report:
The LAA and its members are looking ahead to 2022 with rather more optimism than this time last year. Last year,
the doubts and uncertainty surrounding lockdowns saw some older members electing to ‘hang up their headsets’
and our membership levels dipped to a low of 7,683 during the lockdown period at the start of 2021. These numbers
have recovered, to a total of 7,837 at the end of the 2021, reverting to pre-Covid, levels. Equally good news is that
this recent increase was driven by record recruitment, with more than 650 new members joining the Association in
past year.
The same applies to aircraft use. While the lockdowns meant around about a 10% reduction in hours flow compared
with pre-Covid level, the number of aircraft with active LAA Permits, a barometer of aviation activity, which fell from
2,785 in 2019 to 2,729 in 2020, was back up to 2,831 at the end of 2021. This included 81 new aircraft which gained
their first permit to fly in 2021.
And, of course, we enjoyed a highly successful LAA Rally at Sywell in September with around 4,000 pilots and
enthusiasts able to safely meet up, many for the first time since the start of the epidemic. Another a significant
milestone in 2021 was the CAA enabling LAA engineering oversight of the biggest aircraft on our fleet yet. The
transition of two 1930s de Havilland DH 84 Dragon aircraft from CAA Certificates of Airworthiness to LAA Permits to
Fly represents the first time we have become responsible for vintage airliners, albeit not for use on commercial
operations.
While modern types account for around new 70 home-built and kit-built aircraft built by their owners each year, our
system also supports the restoration and operation of vintage and classic aircraft, factory-built aircraft for which
demised manufacturers can no longer provide approval of replacement parts or repair schemes. They include
Jodels and Austers, other de Havilland types such as the DH82A Tiger Moth and DHC-1 Chipmunk, and
Shuttleworth Collection aircraft including the iconic DH-88 Comet, Mew Gull and Hawk Speed Six racers as well as
their WW-1 aircraft and the famed ‘Edwardians’. More esoteric are the sole Pilatus P3 Swiss military trainer, Reid
and Sigrist Desford, and Soko Kraguj ground attack aircraft. Chinese Nanchang CJ-6s and Russian radial-engined
YAKs are also supported, often requiring some head-scratching by the LAA Engineers!
Looking ahead to the longer term, the big question is where will our
next generation of members come from? How about starting them
young?
I was proud to see the LAA involvement in an event we supported
between Christmas and New Year, when “The Plane Guy” André
Faehndrich assembled a record 59 pedal planes and several dozen
youngsters at Old Warden.
We entered into the spirit of things with our ‘Build A Pedal Plane’
assembly model and Kid’s Aviation Art drawing area, as well as
assisting budding pilots with the ‘pedal past’.
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Impressively, our Facebook page highlighting the day attracted over 11,000 viewers, the most ever for an LAA
event, so the interest is definitely out there!

See more about Andre Faehndrich and the Pedal Planes in the YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES
section in this Newsletter.

72

ERYL SMITH BECOMES LAA CHAIRMAN
Eryl Smith has become the Chairman of the Light Aircraft Association, succeeding Tim Hardy who after three years
in the role has stepped aside to further his other interests in recreational aviation; in airspace advocacy and as the
UK importer of the Sling range of kit-built aircraft. Tim will continue to serve as an LAA Director.
Eryl is a long-time member and supporter of the Association, having been an
active member of the LAA Andover Strut for over 15 years and Strut Treasurer
as well as a member of the LAA Board since 2018. Eryl has previously served
as Association Secretary and a member of the Marketing Sub Committee. Most
recently he led the team organising the very successful 2021 LAA Rally.
Eryl stated: “I have been fortunate to combine a professional career in civil
aviation airport management with a passion for recreational flying, initially
gaining a CCF flying scholarship, which I undertook at Perth before gaining my
PPL in 1996. I have shares in an Aeronca Champ and a Cessna 177.
The LAA is faced with many exciting opportunities and challenges as it continues to grow and evolve. I’m looking
forward to drawing upon my wide professional experience whilst ensuring the LAA remains true to and connected
with its grass roots membership.”

LAA HQ
The LAA offices are closed to visitors, other than by appointment, dropping off documentation or picking up
merchandise. Permit renewals etc will continue to be processed, but as many staff are home-working it is
recommend that you contact LAA by email: office office@laa.uk.com or engineering engineering@laa.uk.com

Join YES (Youth & Education Support) It’s Free!
Did you know that joining YES is not only a great idea, but it’s also free.
YES the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, working together with LAA Clubs, leading industry
companies, local education authorities, schools and universities and many others to –educate, encourage and
inspire young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with aviation. There are more changes afoot!
Watch this space for news on what is happing at YES.
Just down load the membership form and send it to the YES Secretary and you will become part of the Youth
Education branch of the LAA, delivering education, inspiration and most of all fun to the Youth of today.
https://yesflyers.org.uk/join-yes-its-free
My thanks to Graham Wiley for the following report about his experience at EAA AirVenture 2019.

Working at the MOOCOW
In 2019 YES (Youth Education & Support) gave me the opportunity to be a volunteer at Oshkosh. I wasn’t really
sure what I was volunteering for except that I would be helping the Explorer Scouts during their annual EAA
AirVenture aviation camp. Volunteers were told they would be assigned duties on arrival. I was happy to do anything
for this chance to spend 15 days immersed in aviation however. Stewart Luck and I flew to Chicago and rented a
car. Instead of going direct to Oshkosh we visited friends at EAA Chapter 838 in Racine. They had invited us to join
them on a visit to see Harley Davidsons corporate jet facility at Milwaukee Airport. That was a fascinating insight into
how they operated their fleet, and we all had a good look over the Gulfstream G450 that was based there. A great
start to our adventure.
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Next day we set off for Oshkosh and on arrival helped set up the Scouts camp site. Then I was assigned my duties. I
was told I had a two hour shift each day at the MOOCOW. I thought “Oh heck, they want me to milk cows” Later I
found out the MOOCOW stood for MObile Operations / COmmunications Workstations. These are mobile control
towers parked next to runways. The controllers operating them are responsible for clearing departures and
coordinating with the tower controllers who are managing inbound traffic.
My responsibility was
to
record
each
aircraft type and tail
number. It turned out
to be an intense job
with an average of
127 movements per
hour. A fantastic
experience though.
Being so close to a
mind-boggling array
of aircraft from home
builds and warbirds,
to fast jets, Ford
Trimotors, 747s and
Galaxy C5s.

Listening to the RT was also amazing. How the controllers kept their sense of humor under that intense pressure of
the busiest tower in the world is astonishing. Managing arrivals on multiple runways.
A typical identification call was “blue high wing over Fisk rock your wings” This would be followed by landing
instructions which may be” Runway 36 land on the green dot” On one occasion the UPS Boeing 747 was inbound,
clearly identifiable in the stream of smaller types, but the controller still said “747 rock your wings” This cracked
everyone up. I was still chuckling as he touched down just feet away from me.

Sleeping under canvas on the airfield was rather uncomfortable at times, 32C and no aircon. The storm on first night
nearly destroyed the camp. 70 mph winds and a terrific thunderstorm wrecked tents and flooded the place.
Many had to take shelter in the EAAs museum. We all survived though and soon had the camp cleared up next
morning.
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The days were long, usually starting at 6am with
a wakeup call from a flight of T6 (Harvards)
snarling into the air. There was so much to do
and see, after a full week dawn to late at night, I
still hadn’t seen everything. Once the show was
over we helped clear the site. It was strange
seeing the airfield almost deserted after 640000
people and more than 10000 aircraft had been
there.

After all that I was exhausted and ready to go home, but If I was asked to do it again, I would jump at the chance.

FOR LAA FRIENDLY AIRFIELDS
CHECKOUT http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Airfields/airfield_listing.html
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My thanks to Pete White of Bodmin Airfield for this nugget for the RAeC Newsletter
30 years ago...My first flight in IVOR, after buying it from John Greenslade, was from Eggesford at 13.00 on Friday
13th December 1991...30 years ago. After a few more flights, again from Eggesford, the weather allowed the
delivery flight to Bodmin Airfield on 18th January 1992, taking off at 14.20 with Mike King riding shotgun. (See
attached the set of 4 photos taken just before we delivered it to Bodmin from Eggesford).

The Group was initiated in July 1991 and after viewing many aircraft and mustering keen group members SWAG
(The South Western Aeronca Group) was born to operate G-IVOR Aeronca 11AC Chief. Thirty years on and the
wonderful little Aeronca has taken us on many adventures in France, Ireland and the UK and after its rebuild in
2003, IVOR proudly won us several awards for the ‘new look’ masterminded by our long time inspector Dave
Silsbury. The group members over the years have never wavered in their enthusiasm, patience and hard work to
keep this aeronautical icon where she/he was designed to be, in the air.

LAA STRUT MEETINGS
Some LAA Strut meetings make a small charge for non-members but all are welcome to attend and meetings are an
excellent source of advice and help, whether building, buying, training or simply wanting to be involved in the local
aviation scene.
STRUT’s arrange a number of flying and social events throughout the year and most hold monthly meetings and
maybe an interesting aviation related talk. Meetings are an excellent source of advice and help whether building,
buying, training or simply wanting to be involved in the local aviation scene and are dotted around the UK.

FLYBOX AVIONICS 10% LAA DISCOUNT
Another addition to the LAA Members Benefits scheme. Just go to LAA website home page www.laa.uk.com - go to
Member Area – Member Benefits – click on the company you wish to oder from. Other companies offering LAA
members a discount are Adams Aviation, Airbox, Air Courtage Assurances, Air Team Images, Pooleys Flight
Equipment, Varley Red Top Batteries and Airpart.

Checkout the LAA website for details of your local STRUT on an interactive map
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/struts/struts.html

OTHER CLUBS ASSOCIATED TO THE LAA
There are also a number of other Clubs associated to the LAA that are dedicated to a specific aircraft manufacturer
or model. The Vintage Aircraft Club, Europa Club, European Luscombe Club etc., can offer social activities and
useful technical support for owners or those interested in that particular type.
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http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
https://www.britishairracing.org/
The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (also known as “The 3Rs”) is mandated to oversee
British handicap air racing, British and World aviation records and formal air rallies.
The 3R’s have delegated authority from the FAI (Fédération Aéronautique Internationale) www.fai.org to oversee
National and World Record attempts by UK licenced pilots and citizens. If you are interested in setting an Aviation
Record, be it point to point (speed), altitude or endurance then contact Geoffrey Boot, 3Rs Record Coordinator at
geoffreyboot@gmail.com
Handicap air racing is both an exciting sport for pilots and a spectacle for spectators. Raced as a 100 mile race,
over a 25 mile course, starting and finishing at the aerodrome, with flying no less than 500 feet above ground level!
Race pilots flying solo, or with a Navigator, compete for some of the most magnificent aviation competition trophies
and fly many different types of fixed wing aircraft from several variation of Vans RV, Robins, Bulldogs, Pups,
Grummans, Monsuns, Cessnas – including a C172 floatplane, Pipers and a SIAI Marchetti.
The 3R’s have been looking at aircraft with Rotax 912 engines to able to compete and opening out the membership
of this exciting AirSport http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/rotax-912.html
And who knows maybe even electric race aircraft in the future too!

NEWS
The 2022 Committee comprises:
Chairman & Pilot Representative:
Vice-Chairman & Aviation Secretary:
Treasurer:
3Rs Representative on the RAeC Council:
Chief Handicapper:
Chief Steward:
Chief Marshall:
Clerks of the Course:
Records Co-ordinator:
Social Secretary

Simon Tilling
Dave Moorman
Cliff Hawkins
Dave Moorman
Matthew Summers
John Tansley
Ian Scarbrough
Sean Roberson & John Kelsall
Geoffrey Boot
Julie Scott

The 3Rs are doing a survey to help shape the future of the association. Can you help them out? It will only take 5
minutes.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAANAAS_NUqlU
RTMySjhWTFkzVUdLVDhYTlRTQ0JJVTMwNC4u
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INTERESTED IN AIR RACING?
Air racing in the UK is as old as aviation itself and the magnificent trophies we race for each year carry the names of
some of those early pioneers. Handicap air racing is an amateur sport pitting your flying skills against other pilots
racing the same course, at the same time.
Membership of the Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (3R’s) is open to anyone with an interest
in aviation.
If you are looking for a new challenge in your flying then handicapped air racing could be for you. Visit the “Become
and Air Racer” http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/becoming-a-racer.html
To become a 3Rs air racing pilot you need at least 100 hours P1 experience and a valid FAI Competitor’s Licence.
Currently you also need a piston-driven aircraft that can exceed 100mph (in level flight) and check-ride with a Race
Check Pilot who will familiarise you with race techniques, accurate flying and turning.
You can also participate as a Navigator assisting with look-out, turn roll-out coordination, and generally staying on
the best race line and being an extra pair of eyes and hands. Navigators do not have to be associated with a pilot
The 3Rs, as entirely run by volunteers, are always looking out for more volunteers to help on the ground with the
myriad of organisational requirements and technical tasks. Whether it’s hands on, at a race, or behind the scenes.
If you can spare a little time and would like to get involved and become part of this incredible and friendly team,
please contact the Acting Aviation Secretary, Dave Moorman secretary@royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk

2022 SEASON
The 3Rs will be making plans for the 2022 season of air racing. Next year is also the centenary of the King’s Cup Air
Race which originally started from Croydon Airport, up to Glasgow, overnight and then return to Croydon.
Dates and locations for the 2022 season are:Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep

24/25
22/23
26/27
24/25
21/22
25/26

Leeds East
Beccles
Haverford West
Sandown, Isle of Wight
Llanbedr
Leicester

In addition to the race dates the 3Rs are also planning a race school training weekend at Popham Airfield in
Hampshire 23-24 April 2022.

They’d love to hear from you or via their website http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
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https://www.aerosociety.com
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) holds major conferences, lectures and events at its headquarters in central
London at 4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ. Lectures and conferences normally open to interested nonmembers. The RAeS also encompasses a variety of special interest groups and local branches in the UK, and
overseas, who too organise programmes of lectures and events and is the sister organisation of the Royal Aero
Club (RAeC).

NEWS
FUELLING AVIATION SUSTAINABILITY
There is a very interesting article by Alan Dron Who is producing what, and how?
“It is generally agreed that popular sentiment has reached a tipping point and national populations are now fully
seized by the need to cut fossil fuel use to minimise the growth of global warming.
The public interest in November’s COP26 conference in Glasgow, together with the increasing frequency of extreme
weather events, shows that even seemingly small increases in average global temperatures above pre-industrial era
levels can have major effects. These include the melting of the polar ice caps and subsequent rising sea levels, plus
both abnormal rainfall and summer temperatures. Parts of the Persian Gulf, for example, are experiencing
increasingly common summer temperatures of 50°, close to what is bearable for humans.
Aviation is reckoned to account for around 2.5% of global CO2 emissions but the rise in global air transport means
this figure is expected to rise to at least 4% in coming years if no mitigating measures are taken. Sustainable
aviation fuels (SAF) are regarded as the essential way forward, although SAFs made from feedstocks other than
fossil fuels are themselves increasingly regarded as a stopgap measure until alternative power sources, such as
hydrogen fuel cells are developed in the mid-to-late 2030s.
There are multiple technical routes to producing SAFs. “To date, there are seven SAF production technologies
approved by the American Society for Testing and Materials, which is the organisation that drafts and produces
international technical standards, including for aviation fuels,” said Joël Navaron, president, Aviation, TotalEnergies.
“Among these technologies, some have a higher level of industrial maturity, already making it possible to
manufacture biofuels that can be incorporated up to 50% into conventional aviation fuel.”
Some of the methods are:
- HEFA (hydroprocessed esters and
fatty acids): This is the only method
currently at the commercial stage. The
raw material comes from materials,
such as used cooking oils.
- ATJ (alcohol to jet): This technology
could offer flexibility on raw materials,
such
as
industrial
gases
or
lignocellulose (vegetable waste), used
to produce ethanol.
- FT (Fisher Tropsch): This production
route is based on so-called advanced
raw materials, such as agricultural and
forestry residues or municipal waste.
This
path
requires
very high
investments for large-scale commercialisation.
To read more of Alan Dron’s article https://www.aerosociety.com/news/fuelling-aviation-sustainability/
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FALCON 2

SCHOOLS STEM CHALLENGE TO BUILD ACCESSIBLE FLIGHT SIMULATOR
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) has today launched a new competition, Falcon2, aimed at young people
aged 6-19 to design and build an accessible mobile flight simulator.
The Falcon2 challenge builds on the success of the previous RAeS build-a-plane challenge which was designed to
enable young people to develop and demonstrate key skills which future employers and training providers look for
and to learn more about opportunities in STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) and aviation.
Alongside the Royal Aeronautical Society the partners in Falcon2 are Boeing, the disabled flying charity, Aerobility,
and Middlesex University. We are today inviting young people aged 6-19 to use their science and engineering skills
to design, develop and build a real-life mobile flight simulator which will travel to Special Educational Needs and
Disability (SEND) schools and public events around the UK to introduce people from all backgrounds to the wonder
of flight. For many people, the opportunity to fly a plane may seem impossible, particularly to those with disabilities.
However, Aerobility has developed a range of programmes and aircraft adaptations that allow many disabled people
to do just that – learning to fly an aircraft and gain their pilot’s licence, providing the ultimate feeling of freedom, pride
and independence.
The challenge is split into two phases: PHASE 1 – The Design Brainstorm Challenge A poster competition to
present design and technology ideas for an accessible flight simulator, with the chance to win prizes for school or
youth groups. Prizes include fully funded educational visits and vouchers for schools and groups. There are two age
categories for Phase 1 – one for primary ages 6-11 and one for secondary ages 11-19.
PHASE 2 – The Big Build The winning build teams will take on one or more fully funded work packages for the flight
simulator, culminating in the final assembly FlightSimCamp at Blackbushe Airport in Hampshire in summer 2023
where teams will integrate the different components which they have worked on into the flight simulator. This phase
is open to secondary ages only, and we particularly welcome entries where mainstream schools, colleges or youth
groups along with industry representatives team up with SEND schools whether virtually or face-to-face.
There are ten work package which break down the flight simulator build into key engineering and technology
projects which schools or youth groups can bid for, for example creating accessible seating for the motion platform,
visual displays, flight controls or leading the build of a roadworthy trailer to safely transport the simulator around the
UK once it is complete.
David Edwards FRAeS, Chief Executive of the Royal Aeronautical Society, said, “Falcon2 is a great opportunity for
schools and industry to get involved in a really unusual, but incredibly interesting project. Not only will young people
be able to work on and possibly even build a mobile flight simulator, but they will be helping to encourage disabled
people to get involved in aviation and change lives.”
https://www.careersinaerospace.com/news/the-falcon-2-accessible-simulator-stem-challenge/
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EVENTS
In these challenging times of COVID-19 the RAeS have transformed how they deliver many of their events and
Lectures to ensure they continue to provide value to their membership and beyond. They look forward to ensuring
audiences receive the same high quality content but in a new and engaging way, plus it will be accessible to
everyone wherever you are in the world.
General Aviation Lecture: https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar/raes-webinar-general-aviation-lecture/
Some RAeS activities may be being held but please check before attending and many others are online:
FEBRUARY:
17th: How to become a professionally registered engineer with the RAeS. Webinar 3pm - 3:30pm GMT. Free
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1474644523738504203
22nd: Electric Flight: Dr Guy Gratton, CEng, FRAeS, Associate Professor, Cranfield University. Venue: Room U020
(Brockington Building), Loughborough University, Epinal Way, Loughborough LE11 3TU. Online live via MS Teams
for which a joining link will be available on the Programme page of the Branch website www.lougboroughraes.org.uk
MARCH:
16th: RAeS Preston Branch: The FRANK ROE Lecture: 21st Century Approaches to Complex Combat Air Design in
an International Venture. Virtual
Lecture. Herman Claesen - BAE Systems Air, Managing Director - Combat Air Systems. Non-Branch Members,
including guests, must advise Alan Matthews of their intention to attend and register your interest via
preston@aerosociety.com.
22ndt: Remanufacturing Processes: Implementing circular economy for engineered components. The Manufacturing
Technology Centre, Coventry. Discount for RAeS members: simply book at the Supporting Organisation rate online
or email eventenquiries@imeche.org and mention your membership to save on your place.
APRIL:
5th: RAeS Boscombe Down Branch Webinar: Lion Air Flight JT610/Boeing 737 Max 8 - A Loss of Control in Flight
Accident Case Study. Dr Mike Bromfield, CEng, CErg/HF, PhD, FRAeS, SFTE(M) Associate Professor/Flight Safety
Researcher/Deputy Aerospace Programme Director, University of Birmingham & Captain Nils Jamieson, CEng,
MEng, ACGI, MRAeS 737-800 Fleet Technical Pilot, Jet2.com and Regional Safety Officer, GASCo.
https://boscombedownraes.org/
20th: Hatfield: Reaction Engines. Virtual lecture. 18:30 - 20:30. Further details from Hatfield@Aerosociety.com

MAY:
5th: the Royal Aeronautical Society Annual Banquet. InterContinental London, Park Lane. attending the event or
would like further details, please contact events@aerosociety.com.
11th: Preston Branch: Williams F1. Virtual: 19:00hrs. Non-Branch Members, including guests, must advise Alan
Matthews of their intention to attend and register your interest via preston@aerosociety.com
19th: RAeS BWC May 2022 Lecture - Vulcan B2 survivability in the Cold War (Circa 1963 - 1975): Julian Grenfell.
RAF Museum Cosford Lecture Theatre, RAF Museum Cosford, Shifnal, TF11 8UP
RAeS BLOGS:
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/electrifying-general-aviation-the-revolution-continues
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/solo-flight-the-uks-brexit-deal-for-aerospace-assessed
RAeS PODCAST:
https://www.aerosociety.com/events/catch-up-on-events/video-audio-archive/
The RAeS have also have released National Aerospace Library YouTube channels which contains over 30
videos. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvOINKE_4cR6oBMKv_8wNKA/videos
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https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk

The RAF London museum is situated on what used to be RAF Hendon and holds over 95 aircraft in
four themed aircraft halls.
The Museum at Cosford, acknowledged as one of the leading public attractions in the Midlands,
displays over 70 aircraft and is home to the National Cold War Exhibition.

MUSEUM NEWS

Get moving to keep us flying!
After the incredible success of the Hurricane 80K and the Lancaster Challenge, the RAF Museum is delighted to
announce that we will be kicking off 2022 with the Vulcan Challenge.
Choose your distance and soar your way to 100km, 250km or 500km. Entries will open on the 14 January, so get
the date in your diary and be ready to go. You will have 3 months to complete your chosen distance, as the
Challenge closes on the 14 April.
Whether you decide to run, walk, cycle or swim your way to the virtual finish line we will be there to cheer you on.
The best thing is, its virtual so you can take part anywhere in the world.
How does a virtual challenge work? Once you have signed up to complete the Vulcan Challenge, we will send
you a Distance Logbook so you can keep track of your distances. After you have completed the distance, you
just need to submit your final distance. We will post you an exclusive Vulcan Challenge medal, and any
merchandise purchased, after the end of the challenge. We will send more information on how to take part on the
13 January.
Enter the Vulcan Challenge https://jointoperations.digitickets.co.uk/tickets

FREE Lecture: The RAF and the Evolution of Global Health

24 March 2022

Dr Gemma Bowsher (Kings College London) will contextualise the role of the RAF within global health through
the history of the RAF Institute of Pathology and Tropical Medicine. This lecture, hosted live at the Royal
Aeronautical Society at 6PM 24 March, can be attended in person or virtually.
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/eventtickets/38532?branches.branchID=2042&_ga=2.22986809.306208953.1643210588-102817372.1643210588
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SIGN UP FOR THE RAF MUSEUMS NEWSLETTERS
https://30229adb.sibforms.com/serve/MUIEAOX1m05LLb7YSUV6RxULgDKeTM_iKMNTGg-JnBjVfI1qsJ2NsVpGKeGnGMCTnkdPyISSc71t5A5ZHFMbK_SAd536j8nsV6lDDWZ26PvwOWV9eM9FImOU
HPPxEaJsuxO38InIpXmYcGJ-m7nSXZc2eGKlChMTQ2N2IJ0Py0CblJ0oPElcT7PdktdgQp3bMQLo1s2bBYF_Iu

RAF MUSEUM COSFORD
The RAF Museum at Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP, is open daily from 10am and entry is free of
charge, but parking charges apply. For more information visit: www.rafmuseum.org/cosford 01902 376200
Opening hours:
10.00am – 4.00pm November – end February last entry 3:00pm
10.00am – 5.00pm applies March – end October last entry 4:00pm
Admission charges apply for some events and activities. There is a charge for parking.

MODEL MANIA LANDS AT THE RAF MUSEUM COSFORD
Date: 27 February 2022 / Time: 10.00am – 4.00pm / Cost: Free entry
Airfix Make and Take: £5.00 per Airfix Kit
Weathering Workshop: £40.00 per person
Discover the exciting world of model aircraft at the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford’s Model Mania
event on Sunday 27 February.
Hangars will be filled with large model aircraft displays nestled amongst the real aircraft, and visitors will be
treated to a day packed full of hands-on Airfix model making activities for families. Modellers who want to fine
tune their skills can pick up tips from an expert in an exclusive workshop, and a collection of traders will be selling
all the model kits and equipment you could ever wish for.
The Museum has partnered with the Large Model Association to showcase almost 100 large model
aircraft throughout the Museum hangars, many alongside their full-size counterparts. Some of these ‘not so mini’
models have a wingspan of more than 20ft including a replica Vulcan. Other displays include stunning large-scale
model versions of Spitfires, a Wellington, examples of a Lancaster and a host of aircraft drawn from the history of
aviation. From high-tech jets to First World War bi planes, all models have been exquisitely created and
engineered with absolute precision to mirror the original aircraft.
This family friendly model making activity will offer children aged 8+ the opportunity to build and paint their own
aircraft model. You don’t have to be a skilled modeller to take part as helpers are there to lend a hand. If building
an Airfix kit is too fiddly, the little ones can assemble and decorate a personalised glider. Participation in the
activity is £5.00 per Airfix Kit.

WEATHERING WORKSHOP: If you’re an avid modeller and want to take your models to the next level,
the Introduction to Weathering your Scale Model workshop is perfect for you. While some scale models look
amazing with a clean coat of paint, others benefit greatly from a more aged, authentic look, but weathering your
model can be daunting. During this hands-on four-hour workshop attendees will learn the fundamentals of
weathering techniques in a step-by-step guide, from planning your work, choosing your materials, and how to
apply them, to produce authentic and realistic results. The workshop begins at 11.00am and will cover a variety
of techniques from general wear and tear effects to creating and applying rust and realistic colouring. Tickets cost
£40.00 per person and places are limited to 15 people.
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Aviation Reenactment Photography Workshop

2nd April

The RAF Museum has teamed up with Chappers Photography and ‘Up an’ at Em! History’ to offer this hands-on
Aviation Reenactment Photography Workshop that will give you the chance to learn, plan, execute and develop
as a historical reenactment aviation photographer.
During this full-day practical course, participants will receive tuition on how best to capture reenactors and aircraft
together and will be able to explore how to set up their shots and create an authentic historical scene. Attendees
can expect to learn more about the subtle aspects of portrait, location and aviation photography.
Course content: The workshop will start at 11.00am with informative photography theory focusing on how to
capture people and aircraft in a shot. Participants will then test out some of this knowledge using the incredible
collection of aircraft and exhibits.
After the lunch break, the reenactors will recreate a historical scene of the most daring of all pilots – the 1950s
test pilot in the Test Flight Hangar. At the end of the day, photographers will be provided exclusive access to the
National Cold War exhibition between 5.00pm and 5:45pm with unique photo shoot opportunities around our
Cold War aircraft including the iconic V-bombers. Our reenactors will once again be on hand with appropriate
gear.
Tickets: £85.00 per person (including lunch and parking).
Places are limited to 20 per day and tickets must be purchased in advance.
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/category/31326?branches.branchID=2048&_ga=2.55512233.30620
8953.1643210588-102817372.1643210588

RAF MUSEUM HENDON
The RAF Museum at Hendon, Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL is open daily from 10am and entry is free
of charge but there are parking charges. For more information visit: london@rafmuseum.org 0208 205 2266
Opening Hours: February to end March10:00am - 6:00pm
April to November: 10:00am - 5:00pm

last entry 5:30pm
last entry 4:30pm

Admission charges apply for some events and activities. There is a charge for parking.
Aviation Photography Workshop: Beginners

19 March 2022

We have teamed up with Chappers Photography to offer a unique, hands-on beginners course in aviation
photography. In this small workshop, you can expect to learn the theory behind aviation photography, pick up
some tips and tricks and try out your newly learned skills in a range of settings, scenarios and cameos in and
around the RAF Museum.
The course will start at 11.00am, your day will begin with some informative photography theory. You will then
test out some of this knowledge using the incredible collection of aircraft and exhibits as your subjects. You will
then spend some time learning how to photograph some of our iconic aircraft in our collection, including our
Battle of Britain fighter four and Lancaster. It will include the chance to step across the barrier and take up-close
shots. You will have exclusive access to walk on board one of the larger aircraft in our collection for a private
viewing and internal photoshoot. For a grand finale, you will be allowed access to our First World War Exhibition
after hours between 5.00pm and 6.00pm.
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Tickets cost £75.00 per person (including lunch). Places are
limited to 20 per day and tickets must be purchased in
advance.

https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/eventtickets/26690?branches.branchID=2042&_ga=2.86437658.3
06208953.1643210588-102817372.1643210588
Aviation Photography Workshop: Advanced Cold War Edition

20 March 2022

In this advanced photography workshop, you will look to further enhance your photography skills in a practically
led course. Attendees can expect to learn more about the subtle aspects of setting up their cameras including
focusing modes, white balance, bracketing and long exposures.
The course will also introduce attendees to HDR photography and discuss how to approach home-editing to
enhance their images. Attendees should have a basic grasp of how to operate the main settings on their cameras
and have an awareness of shutter speed, aperture and ISO. The workshop will start at 11.00am, your day will
begin with informative photography theory. You will then test out some of this knowledge using the incredible
collection of aircraft and exhibits as your subjects.
You will then spend some time learning
how to photograph some of our iconic
aircraft in our Hangar 345 collection,
starting towards the end of the Second
World War with our Battle of Britain
Fighter Four and Lancaster. It will
include the chance to step across the
barrier and take up-close shots. You will
then have photo shoot opportunity of
our Cold War aircraft before you go up
close for a private and internal viewing
of our Avro Vulcan aircraft.
For a grand finale, you will be allowed
exclusive afterhours access between
5.00pm and 6.00pm to our Hangar 6,
The RAF in an Age of Uncertainty 1980. Here the aircraft will be lit up with unique lighting. This will be your
chance to challenge your newly-refined photography skills with some rewarding low-light photography. Expert a
chance to capture some unusual clean shots away from the public.
Tickets cost £75.00 per person (including lunch). Places are limited to 20 per day and tickets must be purchased
in advance.
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/eventtickets/38046?branches.branchID=2042&_ga=2.51711915.306208953.1643210588-102817372.1643210588
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The Vulcan and Cold War Experience - 29 November 2022
Ticket holders will have the chance to explore two of the Cold War’s most iconic aircraft; the Avro Vulcan B2. and
the McDonnell Douglas Phantom FGR2, which between them tell a story of uncertainty and tension that loomed
over the world for decades. You will gain special access to both these mighty warriors, and allow you to climb in
to and take a seat in the cockpit of the Vulcan and the pilot’s seat of the Phantom. This is a rare opportunity to
experience what it was like to fly these great aircraft.

Ticket holders will also be given a full ground tour, with
the chance to get up and close to other significant Cold
War aircraft, including the BAC Lightning F6, the Handley
Page Victor K2, and the English Electric Canberra PR3,
and hear fascinating real-life stories of the people who
flew the aircraft.
Please arrive at the Museum 15 minutes before your
chosen time, this will give you time to make your way to
the Vulcan, located in the far corner of Hangar 5.
Our team of Aircraft Access Volunteers will take you
through your experience. Each session will last between
one hour to one hour and fifteen minutes.

TICKETS: £5 https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/eventtickets/24926?branches.branchID=2042&_ga=2.23440312.306208953.1643210588-102817372.1643210588
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http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

The Vintage Aircraft Club may be of interest to RAeC members who fly older aircraft types and aim of the Vintage
Aircraft Club is to provide a focal body for owners, pilots and enthusiasts of vintage and classic light aircraft by
arranging fly-ins and other events as well as publishing a magazine called “Vintage and Classic”. VAC has 350
members from all walks of life. Some are airline captains, Air Traffic Controllers or Airfield Managers, some work
for the NHS and others are engineers, designers, photographers, aviation historians and writers, enthusiasts and
amateur aircraft builders. Many are also PPL’s.

NEWS
My thanks to Anne Hughes, Chair of VAC for her report
It was back to normal for our Halloween fly-in and AGM at Turweston on 31st October. Spookily a freak storm
passed through the area in the hour before the AGM was due to start, hampering the efforts of car drivers to arrive
as roads were strewn with branches and unidentified flying objects. It was remarkable that 20 members arrived,
some having used saws to clear fallen trees, and that we proceeded with our planned AGM. Needless to say there
was no opportunity for aircraft to deliberately take to the air! Committee members were re-elected with two new
additions, Wendy Hinchcliffe as our Membership Officer and Stuart MacConnacher as VAC Trophy Steward.
Wendy replaced Steph Giles who has retired owing to health issues, and Stuart replaced Rob Stobo who has
served on the committee for more years than anyone can remember!
We celebrated our 2021 Award Winners at our Dinner and Awards Evening at Shuttleworth House at Old Warden
in November.

(Photo: Anne Hughes)

Maj.Bacon & Peter Greenyer(Photo: Jane Jarvis)

This was a splendid occasion and well attended and we were pleased to enjoy an after-dinner speech by our
guest, Maj. George Bacon MBE who later presented the trophies.
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Recipients were:Allen Clewley Trophy – John Broad
Dennis Fry Cup – Charles Sunter
John Blake Rosebowl – Chris Rees – G-BAET
Ernie Lingard Trophy – Rob Stobo
Graham England Trophy – David Curtis
George Davison Cup – Francis Donaldson
Mo Thompson Trophy – Stu Blanchard
John Edwards Trophy – Chris Thompson
Liz Inwood Trophy – Sir John Allison
Pietenpol Prop – Mark Miller
Tony Harold Memorial Trophy – Phil Jackson
VAC Photographic Shield- Nigel Hitchman
Desmond Penrose Silver Salver – Shipping and Airline’s Civilian Coupe

The following day a group enjoyed a planned workshop with Roger ‘Dodge’ Bailey around the Collection’s earliest
aircraft.

(Photos: Anne Hughes)

We have continued our programme of Zoom presentations for members over the winter months. Our first was ‘How
Green is my Airfield?’ which was presented by Jay Gates and Pete White from Bodmin who shared the story of the
discovery that Bodmin Airfield has a unique bio-diversity structure and is an area of special scientific interest, with
thanks to the careful management of the airfield. This presentation was followed by Rod Arnold’s illustrated talk on
the British Antarctic Survey. Rod is Head of the Air Unit for BAS and gave us an insight into the practical issues
regarding keeping the aircraft flying and life in Antarctica. Biggin Hill’s Shipping and Airlines also shared a
presentation where we heard the life story of their unique Civilian Coupe G-ABNT who celebrated her 90th birthday
in 2021.
We have a full programme of activities for 2022 and look forward to meeting up with members across the country
throughout the year. Our membership continues to grow and our programme is regularly updated on our website
www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk
All updates and news of VAC events can be viewed on the VAC website.
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http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES
RAeCT BURSARIES
2022 Bursary application forms and terms and conditions are available for download on the Royal Aero Club Trust
website (www.royalaeroclubtrust.org)
Air sports youngsters aged from 14 to 21 years (24 years in the case of Advanced Bursaries) are encouraged to
submit applications; this includes light aircraft pilots, glider pilots, skydivers, model aircraft and drone flyers,
paraglide and hang-glide and microlight pilots, balloon pilots, and flight simulator pilots.
The closing date for applications extended to 31st March 2022.

YES
Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, and more
commonly abbreviated to YES, works together with LAA Clubs, leading industry companies, local education
authorities, schools and universities and many others to educate, encourage and inspire young people to take part
in all sorts of activities connected with aviation, through: Aircraft building projects (YES Build-a-Plane)
 Training in meteorology, navigation and airmanship
 Exhibits and activities for young people at aviation shows
 Arranging talks and practical activity sessions for schools and youth groups
 Arranging aviation activity days for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers, Girl Guides and others
 Production and demonstration of training equipment for navigation and radio communications
 Maintaining an independent web-based aviation information centre for youngsters, and
 Providing guidance on a future career in the varied world of aviation.
YES are a group of aviation enthusiasts and pilots who organise and support events to help youngsters develop an
interest in flying and get them into the air.

My thanks to Stewart Luck for the following YES information:YES and The Shuttleworth Trust will be working together again this year at the major Airshows that are held at Old
Warden. YES are going to be part of the Discovery Zone and LAA/YES will be positioned together providing advice
to Young Artists and future Aerospace people.

YES has also become aware of some events which might be of interest to groups of youngsters living within an hour
or so of Old Warden. The events are free to attend but registration is required by e mailing......
Learning@Shuttleworth.org
For Scout groups who wish study for the Scouts Aviation Badge Stage 2, two events are programmed in 2022.
These are on Tuesday May 31st and Tuesday October 25th 2022.
For Year 6 School students there are two Schools Days organised. These will both cover STEM and other
subjects. The dates for these are Thursday 26th May and Thursday 20th October 2022.
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GET HIGH VOLARE!

www.gethighvolare.org

My thanks to Tim Wiltshire for his report on GET HIGH VOLARE! ...

£250,000 Funding Appeal for the The “Ella Roberta” Activity Centre

Many of you have been aware of the activities of the “Get High Volare” Charity (GHV), bringing flying opportunities
and STEM training to a new generation of young aviators.
You may also have been aware of the “Ella Roberta”, a Quantum 912 Flexwing Microlight, which GHV have used to
give hundreds of young people their first taste of flight. The “Ella Roberta” was named after Ella Roberta KissiDebrah, a 9 year old girl, who sadly died of a rare form of Asthma, as the result of exposure to Traffic pollution.
Ella's dream was to become a pilot, but sadly this was not to be the case. Her story moved us so much, that we
decided to name our aircraft after her.
However, GHV have always been handicapped, by not having their own airfield to operate from, their own “home”
airfield, where they can build in stone for the long term future. Also they have felt that “Ella Roberta” needs a more
long-term. lasting legacy, and so the idea for the “Ella Roberta Activity Centre” was born.
Well, we have found the ideal place, a beautiful field in a beautiful place in the fresh air of rural South Wales (looking
for all the world like “TellyTubby land”), where we can build something that generations of young people, can use,
and enjoy, and be proud of.
All we need to do is to pay for it... Therefore, we are now launching an appeal to everybody involved in Aviation to
help us achieve this goal. This really will be Bach's “School for perfection” he talked about in “A gift of wings”, a
place where young people need only ambition and enthusiasm to achieve their dream (in much the way we all did in
the very beginning).
We are calling on all
Pilots, and Aviation
professionals to help
us achieve this. It is
not
a
huge
undertaking, it is only
a 16 acre field that
will permit a 300
metre runway, but it
will be fine for our
needs, and thus this
is “chump change” to
a large company it is
not going to break
anybody's bank. For
those that contribute
this will be their
lasting legacy too,
knowing that they
have
contributed
towards helping the
next generation up
the first rungs of the
ladder.
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Could you please talk to all your Managers, Directors, Airline owners, Maintenance organisations, and even
celebrities and pop stars who charter your aircraft regularly, from wherever you are in the world (British pilots are of
course sought the world over), and ask them to make a respectable contribution to this most worthy cause. Also,
club pilots could organise a fundraising dinner or BBQ, to put a few pounds in a hat for us. If everybody reading this
just does something to help we will soon reach our goal.

Ella Roberta Kissi-Debrah
The children we teach to fly today will become the pilots and engineers of tomorrow, but we need a “home” airfield,
that Ella herself would have been proud to be a part of. Plus of course the upside is, that an airfield owned outright
by a Charity, will always be an airfield, and we have precious few of them left now.
This will be called the “Ella Roberta Activity Centre”, and as well as teaching flying skills and aviation related
STEM, it will also give children from all backgrounds a wide range of other opportunities that are not available in an
urban environment. The tragedy of this keen little girls passing, will create a lasting legacy for generations of children
to come.
We only need to raise about £250,000 for the project, but we can secure the field for significantly less. Every penny
you can either contribute yourself or persuade your employers or “well heeled” associates to contribute, will bring
GHV that much closer to our goal. We want to build in stone, and we want every brick we lay to be “our brick” and
there forever, not just until a lease expires. We are building something for posterity, not for some short term initiative.
Can you help GHV?
Contact Tim Wiltshire for Get High Volare! bank details. info@gethighvolare.org rincewindsluggage@hotmail.co.uk
or ring him on 07752 257277

YOUTH IN AVIATION
Youth in Aviation is a collaboration of the non-profit, charitable and educational organisations involved in enabling
young people from all backgrounds to experience aviation and aerospace inspiring the next generation.
There are 16 organisations involved including YES, RAF Cadets, Scouts; the Air League, Young Air Pilots, the
BGA, RAF Museums, the RAeS, Brooklands Museum all working together aiming to further the opportunities and
access to aviation and aerospace activities and providing over £300,000 of scholarships and bursaries each year.
The General Aviation Awareness Council have educational information for schools and many of their members
offer special facilities from visits to local airfields and pleasure flights to arranging for helicopter visits to school
sports field.
See http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress
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My thanks to Andre Faehndrich for the following reports:

PEDAL PLANE EVENT
UK PEDAL PLANE GATHERING SETS NEW WORLD RECORD

What a line up - The beautiful Westland Lysander with her 59 chicks (Andre Faehndrich & Ron Shell)

Wednesday 29th December saw Shuttleworth play host to the UK world record attempt for the biggest gathering of
pedal planes – which was duly beaten with a total of 59 in attendance.
The event, run in conjunction with The Plane Guy, The Joystick Club and YES, bettered the previous record of 53,
which had been set at Oshkosh in the USA back in July 2019.
Andre Faehndrich (The Plane Guy) was the organiser once again behind the event, said: “It was time to restart the
friendly Trans-Atlantic competition between the UK and USA, so Covid did us a favour, by enabling us to spread the
UK and USA gatherings evenly apart at six months, rather than the previous odd time frames”.

History of the Event
The record was first set back on 15 September 2015, when Andre, then part of YES, gathered 15 pedal planes
together with the Joystick Club at the Brooklands Museum Aviation Day.
Following a year off due to a lottery grant application by Brooklands (subsequently successful), on 15 October 2017,
Andre and YES once more upped the ante with a total of 24 pedal planes. It was then that Andre’s partner in crime,
Ron Shell discovered the “Pedal Plane” Facebook page, then with a mere 850 members. They joined and declared
the “UK sets World record pedal plane Gathering at Brooklands Museum.
After a few private posts between Andre and some Pedal Plane enthusiasts in the USA, it was agreed to start a
friendly trans-Atlantic challenge between the UK and USA.
So in July 2018 when the USA pedal plane enthusiasts first got involved, they gathered 28 pedal planes at Oshkosh
on 25 July 2018. Andre attempted to get a dismantlable Pietenpol (now owned by the LAA) to that event, but only
made it Dublin, Ireland, as all flights to Chicago were booked solid for days.

YES then followed this up with 31 pedal planes on 16 September 2108 at Brooklands Museum Aviation Day.
For a video taken at the event, check out
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koyajEvV314&ab_channel=GrahamCoyoteWiley
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Feed Me - the Oshkosh pedal plane parade on 2018 in from of the Lockheed C-5M Galaxy

2018 Brooklands Museum world pedal plane record (Photo:Andre Faehndrich)

The pedal plane enthusiasts in the USA on 24 July 2019 attempted to go for a Guinness World Record, and
managed to gather 53 together – but alas due to some technicalities Guinness did not verify this as a record, but
Andre agreed with his US colleagues that their record would remain, but would be hard to beat. In the meantime a
Gee Bee video was posted on the Pedal Plane Facebook page, which went viral via the USAF and membership
jumped to 8,900 members. Andre then only gathered together 19 at Brooklands Museum Aviation Day in September
2019, but was determined to win back the record, but we all had to wait awhile.
COVID forced all efforts in 2020 to be postponed, but there was a virtual Pedal Plane Parade organised by the USA
on 25 July 2020, which drew together 27 pedal planes from all around the world, including two UK entries, and these
cameo’d
Andre’s
border
collie
Barney,
at
the
end
of
both
UK
videos
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=299827354590716
(Barney appears at all the Old Warden Air Shows, with The Plane Guy and his static RANs S6 Coyote aircraft,
which is also used in schools for STEM, alongside a 1/3 size Hawker Hurricane).

The current record
In 2021, the USA were unable to pull together a gathering at Oshkosh in July 2021, and a proposed gathering (albeit
smaller than the UK & USA) at the Australian International Air show in Avalon Airport initially in July and then
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postponed to November, was also cancelled due to Covid. So Andre saw the ideal time to move the UK gathering to
late in the year, and once more pulled together with The Joystick Club and YES, his Belgian customer and several
individuals, with 1, 2, 3 or 4 pedal planes, to make the record gathering seen at Old Warden on 29 December 2021,
and thus beating the current USA record.
The following groups and individuals must be thanked for helping in one way or another;
Fellow organisers - Carol de Solla for her promotion of the event and Ron Shell, who in particular was a background
star, who not only designed the stickers for the event, but also the pedal plane layout, and he stitched together the
record photograph, in dare I say it, “record time”, and was a superb left-hand man, as usual.
The Joystick Club, White Waltham – Mike Clews, David & Mary Oswald, John Baker and Lottie, Dave Scott, Tony
Phillips, John Porter, Robert Gibson, The Wood Store Barton Ltd, Kempston, Bedford - Lily Clark, Finley Harris,
Tommy Dwyer and Daniel Baxter; The BMAA - Terry Viner; The LAA - Steve Slater (CEO), Anne Hughes, and Sue
Stowe, YES - Stewart Luck and last but not least Prepare2Go - Sam Rutherford, based in Brussels, Belgium, for
letting us use his yet to be delivered pedal planes (Sam’s daughter Zara has set an around the world record attempt
to become the youngest woman to fly a small airplane solo around the world (see https://flyzolo.com )
Andy Daws (and Anon), Brackley, Northants. Jim Crawford, Oxford; John O'Connell, Ely; Alan Twigg, Bicester; Ellie
Doak, 1st Sywell Air Scouts, Northants; Peter Kobrin, Ernesford Grange Primary School, Coventry; Tim Crockett,
Farnborough; Alan Davies, Barton-le-Clay; Andy “Woody” Woodruff; Chris Bradford; Malcolm & Mary Lampard and
Mark Adams.
It was also a great pleasure to see so many youngsters come to the event with their parents and grandparents and
enjoy themselves so much, while pedalling the pedal planes after the record shot, and hopefully we have inspired a
few more young aviators of the future
Also providing much entertainment on the day were the following additional activities, organised by Shuttleworth
themselves;
Airfix Make ‘n’ Paint with IPMS Brampton.

Awesome Aviation Art activity with the LAA.

Stupendous Stomp Rockets with YES.

Wicked Whirlybirds from the Shuttleworth Discovery Team.

Sensational Realflight Simulators (with OWMAC).
The pressure is now on the US team to try and beat 59 at Oshkosh 2022 in July, and we’re already working on
the next UK record attempt, scheduled for December 2022 at Shuttleworth.
These are the groups and individuals who provided the 59 pedal planes;
Owner
Alan Davies
Alan Twigg
Andy Daws & Anon
David Oswald (JSC)
Ernesford Grange School
Jim Crawford
John Baker (JSC)
John O'Connell
LAA
Prepare2Go

Based
Barton-Le-Clay
Bicester
Brackley
Beaconsfield
Coventry
Oxford
Maidenhead
Ely
Turweston
Brussels, Belgium

Robert Gibson (JSC)
Ron Shell
The Joystick Club
The Plane Guy
The Shuttleworth Trust
Tim Crockett
YES (Stewart Luck)
YES (The Plane Guy)

Maidenhead
Swindon
White Waltham
Barton-le-Clay
Old Warden
Farnborough
Audley End
Kempston, Bedford

Type
Christen Eagle
Gee Bee
Gee Bee & P-51
DC-3 & P-51
Tiger Moth
Tiger Moth
Spitfire
Harvard
Pietenpol
Piper Cub (6), P-51 (1), Spitfire (2),
Stampe (6) & Tiger Moth (4)
PA-22
P-51 (2)/Tiger Moth (1)
Various
Tiger Moth
Various
Harvard
Tiger Moth & Spitfire
Tiger Moth & Spitfire

Number
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
19
1
3
11
1
7
1
2
2
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1st Sywell Air Scouts

Sywell

Tiger Moth
TOTAL

1
59

On the ground, visitors were not only able to pedal some of the aircraft, but were also treated to a variety of other
activities such as;


Airfix Make ‘n’ Paint (with IPMS Brampton);



Awesome Aviation Art activity (with the LAA);



Stupendous Stomp Rockets (with YES);



Wicked Whirlybirds from the Shuttleworth Discovery Team; and



Sensational Realflight Simulators (with OWMAC)

“What a superb day, with a new World Record of 59 and framed by the wonderful Lysander, the record photograph
made a truly iconic record of this first pedal plane gathering at Shuttleworth. Thanks a million to all at Shuttleworth,
as well as all the many groups and individuals who brough their pride and joys along to the gathering” said Andre,
reflecting on a superb event.
Now the next gathering should be at Oshkosh in July 2022, so let’s see what the USA pedal plane enthusiasts can
gather together.
Plans are already being drawn up to go bigger and better at Shuttleworth in December 2022. See you there!.

Commemorative Mug

A commemorative mug has been produced especially for the event and if you want your own personal mug, these
can be ordered via the Plane Guy web-site - www.theplaneguy.com/pedal-plane-gatherings send an e-mail to Andre
Faehndrich, and he’ll take details and send you a mug or two or three!!.
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The Wood Store Barton Ltd - based in a workshop in Kempston, Bedford, are now making pedal planes of all types,
colours and varieties. If you would like to own one of these magnificent pedal planes, The Wood Store Barton Ltd
are now taking orders for delivery in the next 3 to 4 months. www.theplaneguy.com/the-wood-store
For any orders taken between now and the end of February
2022, a 10% discount is being offered off the basic price of a
pedal plane (but not The Optional Extras). If you want to buy a
pedal plane please surf on over and click on
www.theplaneguy.com/the-wood-store
When you have selected the Pedal Plane type to want to buy
please contact andre.faehndrich@ntlworld.com and quote
“RAeC2022A” to get your 10% discount.
We will then take payment and The Optional Extras details and
then you can join us at Shuttleworth in December 2022, and
help us set a new World Pedal Plane Gathering record.

UK JUNIOR GLIDING
https://members.gliding.co.uk/junior-gliding/
The 'mission statement' of UK Junior Gliding is:


To promote, encourage and develop Junior Gliding within the UK, and remove barriers to
participation at all levels.



To ensure British gliding continues to grow from grass roots, and that young pilots are retained
within the sport.

If you are new to the juniors scene, there is a network of mentors who can help you get involved with the other
pilots, events like the Junior Nationals / Winter Series and also be able to answer any questions you have about
gliding. They’ve all got a fair bit of experience and will help push you to develop and become the next generation of
glider pilot.
As well as being great fun, gliding is a serious sport (for some). The annual UK Junior Nationals attracts pilots from
across the country while the British Junior Gliding Team competes all over the world
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CADET SCHEMES
There are many opportunities and the majority of gliding clubs in the UK offer cadet schemes. These schemes offer
lower flying rates and sometime FREE flying in return for assisting with daily club operations. Contact your nearest
gliding club for details
If you are an Air Cadet additional funding is also available to you via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk for details.

JUNIOR GLIDING CENTRES (JGCS)
The British Gliding Association has set up a network of Junior Gliding Centres (JGCs) to help you get what you want
out of the sport. Each centre is part of a leading BGA affiliated club and is just the place to meet up with other young
pilots, develop your gliding skills and have a great time. Everything is set up so that you’ll feel part of the gang from
day one and can get straight down (or up!) to flying and having fun.
Subject to completing the required training, you can fly a glider solo at age 14. And there is no upper age limit.
https://www.gliding.co.uk/juniorgliding

YOUNG PERSON'S MICROLIGHT FLYING BURSARY
The BMAA fund each year selected candidates aged between 15 and 20 (on the date of the award) for a flight
training bursary.
In order to qualify these candidates must show some history of an interest in microlighting and will be selected by an
appointed panel. There will be some additional flying and ground based assessments to ensure the BMAA get
exactly the right people.
If you would like to be considered please complete and submit the form found at https://www.bmaa.org/informationlibrary/bursary-application-form
Application for 2022 will likely close 31th March 2022.
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