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David Monks RAeC Chairman

In life one can expect to face new challenges and the odd curve ball but I think I can speak for most of us
when I say we were not expecting anything quite like COVID 19 in our lifetime. The impact on all of our lives
and lifestyles has been something very few of us have experienced before and these are challenging times
for all of us.
As with many other facets of our lives, recreational general aviation has not escaped the disruption that has
affected everyday life as we continue to fully support and follow the Government guide-lines to tackle this
dreadful disease.
The Government issued guidelines issued by the DfT has presented challenges to all of the member
associations of the RAeC and each is working tirelessly to explore new ways to continue to do business and
service the needs of their members today and to prepare for the future.
Whilst Recreational GA is all but grounded, the formalities associated with aviation continue. The
requirements for licenses, medical revalidation extensions and maintenance to aircraft - all of which the
associations are working with the various government agencies to work towards manageable solutions for
the time ahead. Your associations are actively supporting you their members and they need your continued
support in order to flourish when we return to normality.
In the words of Our Patron, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, from her historic television address titled “We will
succeed and better days will come”, I quote: “We should take comfort that while we still have more to endure,
better days will return”.
This issue of the newsletter is normally brimful of competition information and events being held but instead
has a new direction. Judith, our Newsletter Editor has been gathering reports from the associations; they are
worth a read as there is good advice from the associations on current restrictions and for when the
restrictions are eased. There is even a quiz!
For now I can only hope the social distancing advice continues to keep us and our families safe and we can
return to blue skies soon.

David Monks
Chairman , The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom
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jude@royalaeroclub.uk

FROM YOUR EDITOR

Frustrating brilliant blue skies.
Obviously the air sport competition season has been postponed or even cancelled so this Newsletter
contains more interesting articles from RAeC air sport association members.

Many RAeC member associations have “Stay at Home” videos, articles and competitions on their
websites, which can be found by copy and pasting the website address noted in their section in RAeC
Newsletters.

I thought that if we can’t beat them then we should join them so …….
1.

Can you name this sky diving formation?
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2.

Can you name this glider type?

3.

Can you name these 2 British Air Racing Trophies?

A

B

3.

Who won the RAeS International General Aviation Design Competition 2019?
What is the closing date for this year’s competition?

4.

How many countries are entering the inaugural Air Race E in 2021 at the time of this
Newsletter going to press (1st May 2020), and which countries are they?

5.
Who has been appointed as the first ever General Aviation Champion to help identify a
of UK aerodromes that are most important for non-scheduled flying to flourish?

network

Answers will be published in the Summer issue of the RAeC Newsletter
3

There are 2 RAeC Newsletter formats, the smaller mini version - which your Air Sport association
secretary should be emailing to you, and the full online version available on the RAeC website. If you are
not being emailed the mini version by your organisations Air Sports Association secretary please ask
them to do so. If you do not have internet access please contact RAeC General Secretary Dave Phipps,
at 31 St Andrew’s Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE or secretary@royalaeroclub.co.uk to send you your printed
copy by snail mail.
Please email Newsletter contribution articles, information and jpegs (labelled please) to
jude@royalaeroclub.uk. Also jpegs for future RAeC Newsletter front covers. Where I have used
information from websites and other sources I have taken that, as usual, this will be with your blessing,
with photographs are credited where known.
My thanks to Paul Tallet and Mark at Progression Marketing for setting the front cover of this Spring
2020 issue and to Sophie Mamzailes for permission to use her photo.
Wishing you safe flying, should we be able to take to the skies before the next issue of the RAeC
Newsletter, and continuing blue skies and gentle breezes.

Jude Wordsworth
For further information on any items contained in this Newsletter, please contact the RAeC Office at 31 St Andrew’s
Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE or on 0116 244 0182 or at secretary@royalaeroclub.co.uk

4

http://royalaeroclub.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom (RAeC) is the national co-ordinating body for Air Sport in the
United Kingdom.
Today its principal roles is to co-ordinate, promote and protect all forms of recreational and competitive
air sport in the UK, represent UK air sport internationally and has a major role in setting technical
standards, negotiating with international official bodies and, in consultation with our member
organisations, appoint UK delegates to the various Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI)
Commissions.

RAeC NEWS
SOME RAeC COUNCIL AIR SPORT DELEGATES THOUGHTS:
COVID-19 LOCKDOWN
Don Cameron, BBAC delegate to the RAeC Council and his thoughts on Covid-19 and ballooning: “I
think you can imagine what we are thinking about the crisis. We have had non-flying weather for most of
the winter and as soon as the lockdown has started we have had one beautiful day after another!
The CAA has advised/instructed no sporting flying, but ballooning is more affected than most. When
other aircraft are cleared for operations from airfields, we may find that our landings at random points in
the countryside are unwelcome for a time. And, of course, we retrieve cooped up in vehicles.”
Martin Dilly, BMFA delegate to the RAeC Council and his thoughts on Covid-19 and model flying: “In
common, I’m sure, with most other airsports, the Covid-19 situation has effectively grounded model flying
in the UK. The National Model Flying Centre at Buckminster is closed, which, apart from the
inconvenience to members, will have a serious effect on the income on which the Centre depends but
the BMFA office at Chacksfield House in Leicester is still operating, though several members of the staff
are working from home.
From the point of view of the 800+ model flying clubs in the UK the government advice to avoid
gatherings of more than two people as well as non-essential travel rather puts paid to local club activity
as well. For this to coincide with an unusually flyable patch of April weather is highly frustrating. Let’s
hope the enforced grounding encourages a few more people to design and build the aircraft they’ll be
flying, rather than leaving that to people in the Far East.”
Martin Soulsby, British Skydiving delegate to the RAeC Council and his thoughts on Covid-19 and
skydiving: “We now look back fondly on the time when Skydiving was considered dangerous and
shaking hands was just being polite. As you would expect the Government lockdown has stopped all
Skydiving in the UK.
This has put a huge financial strain on the Parachute training organisations as they are shut down for
unknown period. To support them British Skydiving is offering a £70,000 pot for hardship grants (£5,000
per successful application) and up to £300,000 of interest free loans. The Association is also looking to
give exemptions and extensions to certain rules to allow the sport to restart swiftly once it is safe to do
so. Also on the International scene the FAI and International Skydiving Commission in consultation the
Russian organisers have postponed the 2020 World Championships (Mondial) due to be held in August
in Siberia until August 2021.
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We do believe this shutdown will have serious implication for the development and financial stability of
the sport for many years, however due to sound financial management of many years British Skydiving
has sufficient reserves to ensure they will survive and be able to full function once we are able to enjoy
our sport again.”

AVIATION NATIONAL AND WORLD RECORDS
If you are interested in setting an Aviation Record, when we are able to enter the skies again, be it point
to point (speed), altitude or endurance contact Geoffrey Boot, Record Coordinator for the The 3R’s
(The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association) at geoffreyboot@gmail.com This is open
to RAeC members and non-members alike.

KIDS AT HOME? AN LAA AVIATION ART COMPETITION
The Light Aircraft Association has extended their Aviation Art Competition for bored, aviation-minded,
kids, parents and grandparents, to allow entries to be made online. No rules, no sizes - just fun! Three
age categories, 5-8, 9-12 and 13-15
It became apparent in March to the LAA and Anne Hughes (LAA Aviation Art Competition’s Coordinator)
that they were going to have to think ‘outside the box’ if to encourage children deprived of school for
several months, with parents looking for activities to keep them amused, to enjoy another positive
experience putting pencil crayons and felt tips to paper. With the help of Phil Jackson, the LAA have
created a colourful pdf poster to aid inspiration.
The prizes in each age group will be family tickets for an Old Warden Air Show 2020/21 and entries can
be on any size paper, using any medium including computer, and can be scanned and sent to us by
email as well as by post. Later, they will be judged by experts from the LAA, Shuttleworth Collection and
the Guild of Aviation Artists. Selected entries will be displayed on the LAA’s Facebook page and website
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk in the coming weeks.
Prizes will include tickets for the prize winner and family to visit one of the Shuttleworth Collection’s
spectacular air shows at Old Warden in Bedfordshire.
The competition is sponsored by the Light Aircraft Association, the Shuttleworth Collection and the Guild
of Aviation Artists.
Please see the LAA section in this Newsletter for further details and a poster to print off to give added
inspiration!
Closing date 30th June

2019 RAeC MEDALS AND AWARDS CEREMONY
Date for your diary the ceremony for the presentation of 2019 Awards will now take place at the RAF
Club on Tuesday 29th September 2020, subject of course to the advice and/or measures in place for
Coronavirus at that time. The trophies, medals and awards will be presented by Wing Commander
Andrew Keith (Officer Commanding the RAF Red Arrows).
2019 RAeC Award recipients are:
THE PRESIDENT’S BREITLING TROPHY Is awarded annually to a young person or group of young
people between the ages of fourteen and twenty-one, for outstanding work, performance or achievement
in connection with any aspect of aerospace activity is awarded to: Aaron Cole
THE BRITANNIA TROPHY For the British aviator or aviators accomplishing the most meritorious
performance in aviation during the preceding year is awarded to: James Ketchell
PRINCE OF WALES CUP For the most meritorious performance, feat or event by either a team or a
group during the preceding year is awarded to: The British Junior Gliding Team
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THE NORTON-GRIFFITHS CHALLENGE TROPHY Is intended to recognise adventurous endeavours,
this trophy is awarded to aviators undertaking outstanding feats of courage, tenacity and imagination
unrelated to traditional sporting events is awarded to: Phil & Allie Dunnington
THE BREGUET TROPHY Presented to the Royal Aero Club by Sir Richard Fairey, MBE, to
commemorate the French Aviation pioneer, Louis Breguet, to be awarded for the most meritorious
achievement in the field of Rotary Wing Flight is awarded to: Quentin Smith
THE SALOMONS TROPHY Is awarded annually for a special or outstanding performance by a British
aviator in a flying apparatus or device which is designed and built in the United Kingdom. The recipient
of the award may be either the aviator / operator of the aircraft / device or the designer / developer /
manufacturer of the aircraft / device or both to encourage enterprising flights in the widest possible sense
including flights by novel aircraft or devices which may not be manned is awarded to: Ivan Shaw
THE OLD & BOLD TROPHY For a person aged 65 or over who flies or only ceased flying during the
previous calendar year, and who has been conspicuously involved in aviation in general and sporting
aviation in particular, for their work, initiative, devotion or in other ways is awarded to: Gordon ‘Ted’
Barrett
NEXUS AVIATION JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR TROPHY This award is for the journalist, producer or
author of the outstanding media item on sporting and recreational aviation during the preceding year. It
is open to all media, print, film, photography, audio and video, and the aim is to increase public
awareness of the delights, challenges and satisfactions of all branches of air sport is awarded to:
Jeremy Pratt
SPECIAL AWARD FOR 2019, THE SUPERMARINE TROPHY: The Silver Spitfire Team
RAeC MERIT AWARDS: For outstanding achievement in aviation during the preceding year, or over a
number of years, principally, but not necessarily, as a pilot.
SILVER MEDALS Awarded for meritorious achievements in aviation or for those who have served the
Royal Aero Club, its members or a field of aviation for a long period or for pilots who have made a major
record setting flight are awarded to Michael Owen (Aerobility), Elfan Ap Rees (HCGB), Robin Gowler
(BMFA), Vernon Hunt (BMFA), Charles ‘Max’ Hurd (British Skydiving), Arthure WG Ord-Hume
(LAA), Wg Cdr Chris Pote (LAA), Dane Kenny (British Skydiving), Richard Carter (BHPA), Martin
Soulsby (British Skydiving) and Norman Surplus (LAA)
BRONZE MEDALS Awarded for meritorious achievements in aviation or for those who have made a
major contribution to the work of the Royal Aero Club, its members or to a field of aviation are awarded
to: Ben Ashman (BMAA), Jon Cooke (LAA), Cliff Whittaker (BMFA), Brian Parkins (BHPA), Keith
Vinning (LAA), Darren Brown (BHPA), Graham Hallett (BBAC), James Du Pavey (BHPA), Jake
Brattle (BGA), Paul Conran (BAeA), Alan Norris (HCGB) and William Morris (BHPA)
ROYAL AERO CLUB CERTIFICATES OF MERIT Awarded to those who while not eligible for a major
Royal Aero Club Award, have served the causes of Aviation in general or Sporting Aviation in particular,
by their work, devotion or initiative are awarded to: Gordon Moir (LAA), Trevor Reed (LAA), David
Thomson (BHPA), Debbie Carr (BGA), Ian Hooker (BBAC), Lorenzo Labrador (BHPA), Bob Ellis
(RRRA), Rodney Witter (BGA), Tim Macfadyen (BGA), Lucy Wootton (BGA) and Max Kirschner
(BGA)
BREITLING CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION are awarded to Drew Jacobs & Kenny Awere
CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION Recognise the vital help provided to British air sport by those
organisations and individuals who support its member associations via sponsorship and the provision of
facilities for national teams and otherwise are awarded to: Sean Anderson Brown, Brian Kane and
John Michalakis of HeliAir Limited, Humberto Schenk of Scalaria and Rebekah Sherwin (BHPA)
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COMPANION OF THE ROYAL AERO CLUB are awarded to: George Farha and Andrew
Brownsword
Presentations will also be made to:
THE JUBILEE CUP: Jonathan Willis (RRRA)
THE KING’S CUP: David Moorman (RRRA)
THE QUEEN’S CUP: TEAM NFTO (British Skydiving)
THE JIM CROCKER SWORD: Graham Spicer (British Skydiving)
2019 FAI Paul Tissandier Diploma: David Phipps

To book your place at the ceremony download/screenshot, complete and return the form on the next
page:
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JAMES KETCHELL: 2019 RECIPIENT OF THE RAeC BRITANNIA TROPHY
It’s a great honour to receive the prestigious Britannia Trophy. It’s hard to believe that just three years
ago, I didn’t even have a license to fly, let alone find myself in a position to fly around the world!
Whilst I was the only person in the aircraft I receive this award on behalf of not just myself but also the
fantastic team of people who helped me complete my record-breaking journey [Ratified by the FAI
https://fai.org/record/19101 Ed.] Without them, it would undoubtedly not have been possible.
It’s hard to put the experience into words. I remember departing Popham Airfield on March 31 st last year,
which happened to be Mother’s Day, and literally hundreds of people came to wave me off including The
Worshipful Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane Cllr Sean Keating, local and national press and TV
companies.

James with The Worshipful Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, Cllr Sean Keating

I was very anxious: I obviously knew where I was going but everything else was clouded in uncertainty.
“Have I bitten off more than I can chew?” I thought to myself on more than one occasion.

Your Editor (and James’ organiser for enroute schools and colleges speaking venues) and James Ketchell
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This was not the first time I was heading off on my own into the unknown, with no guarantee of the
outcome. Rewind the clock ten years and I was departing from the Canary Islands in a tiny rowing boat,
chasing a dream of rowing solo across the Atlantic Ocean. Move forward two years again and I was
leaving London’s Greenwich Park to cycle around the world. I was no stranger to adventure but this
aviation project was different: it was by far the greatest undertaking I had ever embarked on!

The flying ended up being relatively simple because Magni Gyro had built a fantastic aircraft. The M16
tandem trainer couldn’t really of been any better. For a journey of 24,000 nautical miles, to have only two
slight technical issues, is a testament to the aircraft and the Magni family’s commitment to building the
best gyroplanes.
A snapped brake cable in Moscow, which was fixed by a local mechanic, and a puncture in Warsaw, that
was it… can you believe it. How’s that for reliability! Though I must admit the puncture repair was an
adventure in itself and involved me having to get from Warsaw (to Frankfurt to Milan and back the same
route, 4 commercial flights and various taxis all in 24 hours! Additionally The Rotax 914 engine never
missed a beat, despite running far more AVGAS than I properly should have.

Sunset in Russia
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It was the work on the ground that was the hard part, planning the next day, uploading YouTube videos
after hours of editing, answering emails and staying on top of social media posts, whilst visiting schools.
It was all part of the adventure but added another level of commitment.

Schools talk in Krasnojarsk, Siberia

The work on the ground was very important as it was how I was going to complete my mission of
inspiring a million young people around the world to pursue their own goals and dreams.
I was also raising money for two great charities very close to my heart.
There is no shadow of doubt that flying around the world at 800 feet AGL is by far the best way to do it!
The scenery and wildlife I was fortunate enough to witness was something I will never forget and the
memories that will stay with me forever are the interactions with the people I met along the way. I was
bestowed with kindness and generosity and will be paying favours forward for the rest of my life.

Students at Collège Saint-Exupéry, Alençon

Flying under the famous Golden Gate Bridge…. sorry, I mean over the Golden Gate Bridge, was an
iconic moment of the trip.
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I also remember flying along the Hudson River and circling around the Statue of Liberty.

It all felt very surreal! For someone who had left school without one qualification and spent most of his
early twenties in and out of different jobs with no clear direction, it was a moment where I thought,
“Perhaps I am beginning to make something of myself now!”
Aviation has given me a lot: I have met some wonderful people who have become lifelong friends and it’s
instilled a level of confidence in me that I did not have before. It has opened up many doors of
opportunity.
Hindsight is a wonderful thing, if I had known the things that were on my mind, like complicated radio
work and different airspace procedures in the US, would actually be no problem what so ever. It would
have been far less stressful in the beginning. The easiest flying of the whole trip was the US, they are
geared up so well for general aviation, even flying in and out of the world’s busiest airspace, EAA
Oshkosh Air Show, was a piece of cake.
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G-KTCH on the Magni stand at EAA Oshkosh Air Show

It was a good job as flying through every main land state in the US meant I had to fly some long days,
often around 500nm in order to make it back across the North Atlantic before missing the weather
window, for Greenland and Iceland.

Enroute to Greenland
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I’m often asked, “Which was the best country to fly through?” That’s a tough question because it was all
amazing, so I’d say that no single place was better or worse than another, just different. However, after
much deliberation, Greenland was simply another world! The beautiful, untouched landscape with jagged
mountains, icebergs and fjords, was truly amazing. I was a little concerned about some of the mountain
flying. On reflection it was nothing to be afraid of, as long as you respect them, are aware of the dangers
and always have an exit strategy, they are a pleasure to fly through.

Greenland mountains

For once the weather seemed to be playing ball for my arrival back at Popham, 177days and more than
22,858.729 nm from the start of this world circumnavigation record attempt as having turned decidedly
autumnal on the legs down through Scotland and England.
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You made it back, well done! (James and Popham Airfield Manager & Vice Chairman RAeC Medals and Award
Committee Mike Pearson)

Welcomed home at Popham Airfield by my parents

Looking back I learnt with planning, having the right people around me and taking it one day at a time,
and not letting the scale of the project intermediate me, it was far more possible than I first thought. Also
think the various temperatures that might be experienced along the route….. Siberia was certainly cold!
Very glad of the mountaineering gloves.

Never ending Siberia
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To anyone thinking about undertaking a flying trip of their own, but is worrying about the time, money
and level of skill needed…it can all be overcome! I hope my world circumnavigation is proof of that. The
world is amazing and I would urge anyone to have their own aviation adventure, whatever that may be or
wherever that may take them.

FACEBOOK
If you aren’t already following and liked our RAeC FaceBook page
https://www.facebook.com/1129595953719600/posts/2985832231429287?sfns=mo

checkout

RAeCT
The Trust seeks to expand the Management Board in order to freshen its activities and management
and, ultimately, to appoint additional trustees. RAeC Member and Associate organisations are asked to
give this initiative maximum publicity amongst its members and to encourage members to apply to join
the Trust management board.
WEB MASTER: Are you good at IT? The RAeCT are looking for a Web Master for their website.
See the RAeCT section in this Newsletter for more information.

RAeS INTERNATIONAL GENERAL AVIATION DESIGN COMPETITION 2020
This is the fourth in a series of RAeS design competitions aimed at promoting major innovation in the
general aviation aircraft sector, a vertical take-off electric aircraft, and is being is run in association
with the Light Aircraft Association (LAA).
See the RAeS section in this Newsletter for details and information on what is required and how to
register your interest and submit your design.

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S GARDEN PARTY 19th MAY
The RAeC had been invited to nominate a total of 4 guests to attend a garden party at Buckingham
Palace on Tuesday 19th May 2020, which at going to press is unlikely to be taking place.

In 2017 Mike Pearson had been nominated by The 3R’s to attend with his wife Sandra on behalf of the
RAeC.
My thanks to Mrs Sandra Pearson, wife of Mike Pearson current Vice- Chairman of the RAeC Medals &
Awards Committee and ex-Chairman of The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association
(“The 3Rs”), for reporting her experience as a guest at a garden party of Her Majesty The Queen.
“AN INVITATION TO TEA WITH THE QUEEN”
What a great surprise to receive an invitation to a Buckingham Palace Garden Party. Many people get
this wonderful opportunity but on this occasion it was me and of course in part because my husband
Mike was nominated by the 3Rs on behalf of the Royal Aero Club.
My immediate course of action was to tell a friend, of course this was something truly special and
something to be shared. Which eventually lead to what can I, should I wear?
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The invitation arrived with lots of paperwork including free parking in the Mall so we were definitely
driving in to town. This was a great idea except it was before my knee surgery so the Mall proved quite a
challenge!
Through the gates at 3pm and security and then into the Palace when you realise that tea with the
Queen is a shared experience, perhaps 4,000 others on this bright sunny day. No matter, the splendour
of the Palace is difficult to describe, but we only pass through briefly this onto the rear patio and steps to
the rear garden.
We have the whole garden to explore along with the many guests. You need to be a fan of walking and
standing unless you want to squat on the royal grass. The opportunities for photography and the
inevitable “selfie” are obvious and unavoidable it’s a complete photo-fest.

The gardens are beautifully manicured and the main lawn has a VIP marquee for the Queen and guests
and a larger marquee providing the refectory for tea. Walking round the lakes it’s hard to believe you are
in the centre of London, tranquil, save for the overhead Heathrow traffic.
All eyes were on the patio when the National anthem announces the arrival of Her Majesty The Queen
and her party.
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She made her way to the Royal Tent stopping to speak to guests on the way. Wearing a stunning yellow
dress, she was easily spotted throughout the day.
On to the food, which of course was special served in the marquee in the company of beautifully crafted
sandwiches and desserts which included Marshfield Farm ice cream, wow, something sold at Popham
but here by appointment to HM the Queen.

Lots of friendly people to talk to, from all walks of life, and every one on them had a story to tell. You
genuinely had the feeling of being amongst some extraordinary people which made me feel privileged as
well to be sharing in the occasion. If you have ever been networking then this was one amazing place to
meet people.
The Queen finished her tea bang on time at 17:40 making her way back through the crowd, back to the
Palace in no hurry in the low evening sunshine. At 6 o’clock on the dot the national anthem marks the
end of three hours of pure English fantasy.
A truly memorable afternoon, with lots of photographs to refresh the memory.
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LAA ADVICE FOR AIRCRAFT DURING AND AFTER LOCKDOWN
For advice on aircraft storage and planning the eventual the return to service of aircraft from storage.
See the LAA section in this Newsletter

FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2020
“Flying Yesterday and Tomorrow” was the theme for the FAI’s Aviation Art Contest 2019. The Light
Aircraft Association facilitated the UK competition in association with the Royal Aero Club, Pilot
magazine and the Guild of Aviation Artists.
See the LAA section in this Newsletter for details of the winners.

THE LAA SUPPORT TO AIR RACE E : ELECTRIC AIRPLANE RACING
There is a superb interview featuring LAA CEO and Director Steve Slater. For those that do not know a
lot about him the interview is an eye opener. Did you know, amongst many other things, Steve was for
15 years ‘the voice of Formula One’ in the Far East, working as commentator with the Singapore-based
Star Sports TV channel and was also part of the team which created the Singapore Grand Prix, Formula
One’s first-ever night race.
You can read this fascinating interview https://airracee.com/spotlight-on-steve-slater-ceo-of-light-aircraftassociation

GET HIGH VOLARE!
The kids flying charity urgently needs Flexwing pilots with sufficient experience to fly the kids.
Experienced pilots with over 200 hours will suffice, but could also do with a few Instructor Trainees or
newly qualified instructors to help them.
For further information and contact details see the BMAA and YOUTH sections in this Newsletter

OTHER NEWS & INFORMATION
For Information, at the time of going to press, regarding restrictions for GA flying; GA pilot
licencing; extensions to ratings and GA maintenance check flights during COVID-19 see UK &
EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter
CREDITING OF FLYING HOURS
Hours flown on single engine piston aeroplanes below the mass thresholds of (e) [ie microlights] in
Annex I can be used to validate an EASA FCL based PPL A or LAPL A and its ratings.
see UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter

COVID-19: CHANGES TO MET FORECASTS
The Met Office is currently prioritising activities so that it can continue to carry out urgent governmental
work. To support the Met Office and in light of current restrictions on General Aviation, the CAA has
sanctioned changes including:


A suspension of GAMETs, Gatwick Take Off Forecasts, and aerodrome warnings for General
Aviation airfields, and



9 hour TAFs produced every 6 hours instead of every 3 hours.
19

CAA will keep these temporary changes under review and will advise the Met Office when to resume
normal services. Changes took effect midday on 23 April 2020 until further notice.
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/services/transport/aviation/regulated?mc_cid=00f639582f&mc_eid=0f9182
d756

GA SURVEY
EASA has asked Europe Air Sports to promote a survey, run by the General Aviation Manufacturers
Association (GAMA) and the International Council of Aircraft Owners and Pilots Associations (IAOPA).
They aim to reach as many aircraft owners and operators as possible in the 32 EASA Member States.
They are looking for accurate and representative estimates to be made about General Aviation aircraft
operation in Europe, to support safety and economic analysis of the sector. This will enable us all to
argue the case for appropriate and proportional regulation of GA activities. Please take part if you can.
The survey is at https://survey.sogosurvey.com/survey.aspx?k=SsQVTTWQsQsPsPsP

AVGAS 100LL
The European body and its UK counterpart known as REACH have decided to recommend that from
31st December 2020 TEL (tetraethyllead) is banned from use, but with an 18 month transition period.
This will more likely be an issue for turbo or high performance engines as the vast majority of
aeronautical piston engines can run on unleaded fuel. There are usually extra additives to put into the oil
to make up for the lack of TEL.
If passed a total lack of AVGAS 100LL, as we know it, would not likely happen till June 2022, so there
should be time to find a suitable additive to replace TEL.

GET HIGH VOLARE!
Given that we are a nation in crisis, and that crisis extends to preventing Get High Volare! from fulfilling
their primary mission they have completely re-tasked, by throwing all of their resources into doing what
needs to be done to assist their area of the country through the current pandemic.
To read what there have done and are doing see The Youth Aviation Activities and Opportunities
section in this Newsletter

2020 FLYING DISPLAY SEASON
An update on the Regulatory and Administrative arrangements to support 2020 Flying Display Season,
should we manage to get up in the air during the rest of 2020. For event organisers and display pilots
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Displays,-events-and-activities/Flying-displays-and-specialevents/?mc_cid=bf7536816c&mc_eid=0f9182d756 and
CAP 1724 https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1724_E2_Feb2020.pdf

NATS: AIRSPACE USER PORTAL TO BE SUSPENDED
From 30 April 2020, drone users, General Aviation pilots and those submitting Non-Standard Flight
(NSF) applications are no longer able to be submitted via the Airspace User Portal (AUP). General
Aviation pilots and users requesting Non-Standard Flights (NSFs) in Controlled Airspace should revert to
instructions contained within AIP ENR 1.1 section 4.1 and on the NATS website www.nats.co.uk/nsf
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More details on the process for drone pilots and other airspace users will follow. NATS will continue to
ensure that ALL airspace user needs are met.
The decision to suspend the AUP is part of NATS’ response to the dramatic impact on the wider aviation
industry of the COVID-19 outbreak. Demand from GA users and drone operators for the AUP has fallen
and is expected to fall further as the COVID-19 restrictions continues.
Juliet Kennedy, NATS’ Operations Director, said: “During this uncertain time, NATS’ priority is to protect
the critical operation on which the country depends so we must make other cutbacks where we can. With
significantly reduced demand at this time, the end of the AUP’s evaluation period is a natural point to
suspend it. NATS remains committed to supporting UTM and the full integration of drone flights into UK
airspace.”

ARE YOU STRUGGLING TO FIND NEW ACTIVITIES
DURING THE COVID-19 LOCKDOWN?

AN RAeS MEMBER?

Then get creative and enter the RAeS video competition...
With many of their Branch lectures cancelled around the world due to COVID-19, the RAeS are
challenging you to show off your creative skills and share your aviation knowledge during the lockdown.
See the RAeS section in this Newsletter for more details

THE ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON GENERAL AVIATION
(APPG-GA) https://generalaviationappg.uk
The UK's General Aviation All-Party Parliamentary Group believes that a network of General Aviation
airfields must be protected and enhanced by the government. It will be more important now then ever to
lobby and educate your MP to protect your airfield.
Get your MP education pack
https://generalaviationappg.uk/new-lobby-pack
The APPG-GA has written to the Civil Aviation Authority complaining about the way important
regulatory exemptions during the Covid-19 pandemic have been communicated to the public and
leaving many GA pilots confused by the documents which used “ turgid and over technical” language.
Lord Davies (APPGA-GA Co-Chairman) stated “In our opinion, if pilots are left unsure of what they can
and cannot do, then the CAA has failed in its mission to promote safety. Members of the APPG are
concerned that this is not the first time that the CAA has poorly communicated rule changes to the GA
community. Our latest letter calls on the CAA to do better next time.”
To read the letter in full: https://generalaviationappg.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CAA-Covid-19response-letter-1.pdf

ANOTHER SOMETHING FOR THE CHILDREN
A PHOENIX STYLE NOVEL FOR CHILDREN ABOUT A YOUNG AVIATION ENTHUSIAST
“Stranded” is a Flight of the Phoenix style novel for children about a young aviation enthusiast who
finds himself stranded in the Canadian wilderness with a crashed plane which he needs to repair and
pilot out. Author Julie Timlin’s daughter, ‘wannabe Captain Talitha,’ was the inspiration for the novel and
her husband, ‘actual Captain Richard,’ provided technical aviation knowledge. A portion of the proceeds
from the sale of the novel will be donated to organisations that encourage young people into the aviation
field.
Her website https://www.jetimlin.com has lots of aviation facts for children and free quizzes for them to
complete to help keep them occupied during lockdown
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DON’T FORGET YOUR 5% discount from Pooleys
If you are ordering any flight equipment from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com use the promotional
code YES at the online checkout and you will be helping to support the work that YES (Youth &
Education Support) is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount off your orders.

IS YOUR AERODROME UNDER THREAT?
Manston Airport: The decision by the Secretary of State over the development consent order to create
a cargo hub at the Manston airport site is now due to be announced on May 18.
Maypole Airfield: Fancy owning your own airfield operation?
For more information about UK airfields see IS YOUR AERODROME UNDER THREAT? in this
Newsletter

RAeS CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2020
Are you studying for an MEng or PhD in an aero-related course? If so you may be eligible to apply for
the Centennial Scholarship Fund. The 2020 deadline for applications is 31 May 2020; for more
information on eligibility requirements and how to apply see the Bursaries, Scholarships and Funds
section in this Newsletter

UK AVIATION, THE CAA AND BREXIT
Following the country’s exit from the EU on 31 January 2020, the UK is entering a transition period, until
31st December 2020, during which EU law will continue to apply and the UK. The UK’s aviation sector
will continue to participate in the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) system while the future UKEU relationship on aviation is determined.
See the UK & EASA Regulatory Mattersin this Newsletter for more information

AIRCREW REGULATIONS AMENDMENTS
See the UK & EASA Regulatory Mattersin this Newsletter for more information

REGULATIONS UNMANNED AIRCRAFT – CAP1789
As a result of COVID-19 related disruption, the CAA announced their intention to delay the introduction
of the EU regulations for unmanned aircraft which were scheduled to come into effect on the 1st July but
have already incorporated several amendments to the EU UAS Implementing Regulation into an
updated edition of CAP 1789 ‘The EU UAS Regulation Package – Outline’. This provides updated
guidance based on revised information and policy developments since its original publication in June
2019. See the UK & EASA Regulatory Matters in this Newsletter for more information

CAA CONSULTATIONS
See CAA Consultation section in this Newsletter For responses and CAA action taken on recent
closed consultations see https://consultations.caa.co.uk/we_asked_you_said/
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THE WORLD GAMES IN BIRMINGHAM, USA, POSTPONED TO 2022
The International World Games Association (IWGA) and the Birmingham Organising Committee (BOC)
have announced that the next edition of the World Games, which includes drone racing and
parachuting canopy piloting, has been moved to 2022 (7-17 July).

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS: COVID-19
A central resource of advice for international competition is being maintained by FAI at
https://www.fai.org/news/fai-statement-coronavirus-covid-19-situation

PRESIDENT BOB HENDERSON’S MUSINGS
After the initial burst of work with the onset of the Covid-19 problems, the FAI have now gained some
time to reflect on the future.
I appreciate that many NACs will be working hard to figure out how to support air sport and recreational
flying activities in their countries in the immediate future. There is, it seems to me, an opportunity now to
think carefully about how we might all conduct our activities and focus our energies to ensure a positive
future for air sports. I suggest that we will be unlikely to return to “business as it was”. We need to be
innovative, to embrace new technologies, to create new ways of thinking about flying sports, to explore
opportunities to be environmentally friendly, and reach out to potential members. We need to help each
other by sharing with each other our thoughts and ideas to support the efforts of everyone.
The staff numbers in the office have been rationalised, partly because of the changed workload and
partly because of the success of the creation of our virtual office. In mid-2019 we had some 8.6 full time
equivalent staff; we now have 4.5 full time equivalent staff. And we are now looking at the virtual office
as the potential future way of conducting business and continuing the 2-weekly zoom meetings for the
executive board rather than periodic and expensive face-to-face meetings.
The Air Sport Commission Presidents have, to a large extent, completed the replanning of their Cat 1
Championships. The latest change was the decision to move the ISC Mondial to 2021.
For the General Conference, we are watching carefully what other major sports organisations are
planning. Even a quick calculation of the risk factors shows that our large, indoor meetings, combined
with the demographics of our attendees places us in the high-risk category.
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NEW SECRETARY GENERAL
The FAI Executive Board has named Markus Haggeney as the new Secretary General of FAI, the World
Air Sports Federation. In his role as FAI Sports & Events Director, he successfully and continuously
drove air sports forward. He also strove to cultivate ties with all the Federation stakeholders, while
building new bridges with the sports world and beyond.
Markus Haggeney said: “I am delighted to be given the opportunity to take up this new challenge. With
the FAI Office, and in collaboration with all the FAI community, the objective is now to ensure that FAI
gets stronger and stronger as an organisation. Stabilisation and consolidation are the key words for the
times ahead.”
Markus Haggeney’s dedication to sport dates back to his childhood and led him to a lifelong commitment
to air sports. After competing internationally in several ballooning championships, he decided to step
through the looking glass and became the event organiser, official and contest director of numerous
competitions and events. Willing to take an even more active role in the sports community and to
participate in the rule-making and organisation of the sport, he represented Germany in ballooning for 15
years, before joining the FAI Office in Lausanne in 2014.

A seasoned pilot and official, Markus has also developed extensive corporate activities within and away
from the air sports world, which gives him the insight into the business world that is vital for International
Federations nowadays. He is currently training to become a paragliding pilot.

EUROPEAN GA COMMUNITY
This platform is for GA enthusiasts to meet and share their passion. Keep yourself updated and share
the latest news & events.
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/ga

EUROPEAN AIR SPORTS (EAS) http://www.europe-air-sports.org
The UK is applying to host the EAS 2021 conference. RAeC Council Member Patrick Naegeli (as RAeC
Delegate to EAS) had registered an interest with EAS for hosting the 2021 Conference which had been
positively received. This needs to be approved at the 2020 EAS Conference. Watch this space!
UK GA aviators can keep up to date on European Air Sport developments by subscribing (at no cost) to
the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to your inbox. Details on the Europe Air Sports
website www.europe-air-sports.org There is a wealth of information in their bi-monthly Newsletters
compiled by their UK Editor Diana King.
My thanks to Diana for allowing précis of EAS Newsletter information published this RAeC Newsletter.

24

WHAT WE ARE WAITING FOR

Reproduced with kind permission from Gary Clark
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Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT)
Charity Commission No.1068451
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org

Through active and ongoing involvement in fund raising and the preparation of grant applications, the
Trust prime focus is improving the public accessibility of the Royal Aero Club Collection and increasing
the availability of bursaries to help young people improve their flying skills.
The Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT) has 2 main objectives:
1.
The Trust's main aim is to enable young people to achieve their full physical, intellectual, social
and spiritual potential through participation in air sports and recreation. To offset financial constraints, the
Flying for Youth Scheme offers initial bursaries to young people aged between 14 and 21 years to
enhance existing qualifications. The Advanced bursaries assist more experienced air sports persons up
to 24 years of age reach the very highest level of achievement such as gaining an instructor qualification
or to compete in international or national competitions.
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries
2.
The Trust through its connection with The Royal Aero Club is concerned to maintain and enhance
the presentation of over one hundred years of aviation history represented by artefacts, memorabilia and
archive documents originally owned by the Club and now owned by the Trust. These are primarily house
with the RAF Museums but also available through the Trust’s “Collections” website
(www.royalaeroclubcollection.org).

NEWS
ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
Air sports youngsters, who hold British Citizenship and be permanently resident in UK and aged between
14 to 21 years (24 years in the case of Advanced Bursaries), were encouraged to submit RAeCT
Bursary applications. This included light aircraft pilots, glider pilots, skydivers, the designing, building and
flying model aeroplanes (including multi-rotary wing - eg drones), drone pilots, paraglide and hang-glide
and microlight pilots, balloon pilots and flight simulator pilots. Previous recipients of bursaries have gone
on to represent the UK internationally and become air sport world champions. Others have qualified as
instructors and coaches.
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2020 FLYING FOR YOUTH: ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
Bursaries normally must be claimed, following successful award of target qualifications by the end of the
year in which they are offered. However, because of the current Pandemic Crisis, the trustees have
decided to extend the offer of 2020 Bursaries to the end of 2021. This means that Bursary recipients
who have been unable to complete training in 2020 because of Covid-19 are invited to apply to the
Bursary Manager to extend the bursary offer to 31 December 2021.
Given the pandemic crisis, there was a good response for the call for bursary applicants and 33 air
sport bursaries have been offered. All credit to the young air sport applicants and their Clubs who
were determined to advance their air sport qualifications once the crisis was over.
To mark the highly commendable commitment to their air sport shown by applicants (and to support the
Clubs), the Trust will allow bursary offers to be carried forward to the end of 2021. Many bursary
recipients have commented that the offer of a bursary has “lifted their spirits” during the crisis and given
them hope and something to look forward to once the crisis was over.
The 2020 recipients are:
1.
Flying Bursaries/Grants for those wishing to advance from one recognised level of air
sport to the next higher level and wish to upgrade their existing qualifications;

Benjamin Gilmore from Wales is an ATC cadet Flight Sergeant and graduate of the Air Cadet Pilot
scheme, and the bursary will help him progress towards his PPL
Other winners in this category are: Harry Reed-Waller from Oxfordshire, Bradley Lefley-Kemp from
Lincolnshire, James Summers from Derbyshire,
To work towards their BGA Bronze are Lucy Cotton from Hertfordshire, Jacob Tully from Surrey,
Benjamin Briscoe from Wiltshire, Jared Chohan from the West Midlands and Sebastian Taylor from
North Yorkshire. Max Gould from Wiltshire, Katie Stokes from Hampshire, Ewan Hogg from Surrey.
To work towards Sky Diving qualifications Bursary recipients are: Archie Glazebrook, Jasmine
Manders, Hillary Sotheran, Edward Mellor, Nicholas Geere, Frances Pearson, Ruby Watkins, Alex
Johnson, Katherine Balmer, Rebecca Mitchell, Emmett McKeown and

27

Hillary Sotheran from Bristol is Vice-President of her University Club and encourages other females into
the sport. She hopes to eventually to form an all-female Freeflying team
2.
Flight Simulator Bursaries/Grants for Computer Flight Simulation enthusiasts wishing to
gain practical experience of flying or an air sport.

Amina Waheed from Essex has been an aviation enthusiast from a young age. She progressed from a
free Flight Simulator to full motion simulators at the University where she is Secretary of the University’s
Pilots’ Club
3.
Aeromodelling Bursaries to enable flyers upgrade equipment or to gain further qualifications
are awarded to:
Basel Hammond and George Isaacs from High Wycombe.
4.
Advanced Bursaries to enable well qualified air sports persons enter international or
national competitions or other prestigious events or to advance their existing qualifications to a higher
level to the benefit of the sport (eg to gain an instructor qualification) to:
Daniel Weston, Amber Padfield, Alice Gomm, Charles Thacker, Eloy Fisher, Timothy Johnson and
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Shayan Hassanbigi from Surrey who wants to qualify as a gliding instructor

ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Are you good at IT? Happy to run a website? The RAeCT is looking for someone to look after the
RAeCT website. Contact David Bills at bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org
Want to give something back to air sports?
Interested in the management and future development of the Trust?
The Royal Aero Club Trust currently seeks volunteers on the Trust Management Team and assist the
Trust in its development in the coming decade.
If you have a keen interest in air sports generally or you have particular skills, interest or experience in
aviation heritage, fundraising and grant making why not contact the Trust to discuss volunteering
opportunities and the possibility of eventually being appointed to the Trust Management Committee.
If this opportunity excites you then email your interest to the Chairman of Trustees, David Bills
(bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org)

ROYAL AERO CLUB MEMORABILIA
The RAeCT’s collection of Royal Aero Club memorabilia is all housed at the RAF Museum. The
Museum, a long term supporter of the Trust, has been updated with new exhibits to celebrate the
Centenary of the Royal Air Force and the place of Hendon in the history of British aviation. The Trust
has contributed a number of items to the exhibition.

EARLY ROYAL AERO CLUB FLYING RECORDS ARE ONLINE
‘Royal Aero Club Aviators’ Certificates’ collection (1910-1950) reveals the names and faces of Britain’s
magnificent men (and women) and their flying machines via https://www.ancestry.co.uk/ and contains
over 28,000 records and 13,000 photographs (across 34 albums; the majority of these photographs will
never before have been available to the public) of men and women who qualified as pilots in the golden
age of British aviation, as powered flight went from science fiction to reality.
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The Royal Aero Club Aviators’ Certificates, 1910-1950 collection is available to Ancestry members and
through a 14-Day Free Trial.
For more information: http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/raec-collection/collectionpr
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https://www.aerobatics.org.uk

NEWS
WHO WON A SPITFIRE FLIGHT IN THE MARCH 2020 DRAW?

British Aerobatics once more joined forces with the Boultbee Flight Academy for a 4th lottery draw to
win a flight in a two-seat Spitfire and an overnight stay and dinner for two at Goodwood Hotel.
Steve Todd, British Aerobatics Chairman, and David Cowden went to Aerobility at Blackbushe on March
11th,to oversee this latest Spitfire draw. Chris Gazzard, airport manager at Blackbushe, did the honours.

The lucky ticket was drawn (0322) and the winner was David Catt, a PPL from Oxfordshire.
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A truly special experience awaits you David !
Proceeds from the lottery will go towards the British Aerobatic Team training and support fund in
preparation for World and European Championships and a donation was also made to Aerobility, which
facilitates a range of flying training and flying experiences for disabled people.
My thanks to Adrian Willis, who runs the British Aerobatic Academy and has some 6,000+ hours flying
Extras, is a aerobatic and formation display pilot, teaches Flying Instructors, is a flight examiner and
instructs Adv UPRT Instructors.
My thanks to Adrian Willis for the following article:

WHY EVERY PRIVATE PILOT SHOULD HAVE A GO AT AEROBATICS
I gained my PPL while attached to the Army Air Corp from the Parachute Regiment. Our Chief Instructor
came in and said “Who wants a PPL” I put my hand up and was told “it will cost £50, fill these forms” and
a week or so later my PPL arrived.
Soon after found myself in the RAF and didn’t really use my PPL at all. After leaving the RAF I set up an
IT company and didn’t have enough time or money to consider flying privately. This changed and joined
Anglian Flight Centre, the club at Earls Colne, to renew my PPL. I bought a Piper Tomahawk (and later
sold it to Neville Duke) and really enjoyed the training.
I remember turning up one day in 600 foot cloud base and being really surprised that we couldn’t do low
level circuits or climb above to do General Handling, so far removed from GA was RAF flying! Eventually
I flew with John the examiner who pronounced me safe. I was overjoyed. I flew the Little Tomahawk
everywhere on business but felt regaining my PPL an anti-climax.
The aspect of flying that I enjoyed most was training. I decided I needed a more exciting aircraft so
bought a YAK 18T, a magnificent beast with 150 hours total time, a big 400hp radial a beautiful 9 foot, 3
bladed propeller. It had been westernised with a one-piece canopy, Connelly Leather and Wilton carpet,
American avionics, 4 seats, retractable, a fast and very capable machine and “modestly” aerobatic!
I flew everywhere in it and started to enjoy aerobatics. I took my wife flying and after some gentle aeros,
an avalanche, a few rolls, loops etc. was rather surprised to learn that she no longer wanted to fly with
me and from her point of view, I should sell the YAK. Of course, I was disappointed and being meek and
humble sold the family YAK and replaced it with a fantastic Sukhoi 29 [1998 Sukhoi Su-29 C/N N000132

01] with just 100 hours on the clock. A true thoroughbred, much better for aerobatics! There was no
pretence of it being a family aircraft, I was free to focus on my new passion, aerobatics!

I really enjoyed owning the fantastic machine, it was challenging, VP prop, 400hp, retractable
undercarriage, air systems for starting, pneumatic flaps and undercarriage, engine gills etc. and I could
explore aerobatics. Spinning the great beast was amazing. Rolls were demanding as the nose needed
to be so high. Whenever the nose dropped, the speed would increase very rapidly and as the aircraft
approached VNE, the fabric outer wing covering would bulge upwards and look as if it would burst! In
retrospect, it was only really semi-aerobatic, but it was still a lot better than me! The Sukhoi of course
was magnificent.
The same 400hp radial, the same huge 3 bladed MT prop and similar cooling gills and the massive
control surfaces giving it a breath-taking rate of roll even at low airspeed. I found that I never got bored.
There was so much to learn on every flight. I decided I would enjoy teaching aerobatics so sold the
Sukhoi and bought an Extra 200. At the time the Sukhoi had to be flown on a Hungarian registration and
it was illegal to teach on a foreign registered aircraft. The comparison with the Sukhoi was huge. It was
like stepping down from a Honda Fireblade to a CBR 600, still a very high-performance aircraft but much
easier to master properly. If, you were to flick the Sukhoi and keep the pro-flick controls in, it would
continue flicking at a very fast rate forever, but with the Extra the rotation would decay very quickly.

Spinning was similar, if you held outside aileron in on a Sukhoi, then recovery would at best be very
significantly delayed, probably aided by terra-firma but the Extra was a pussycat and provided you put
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roughly the right controls in, it would stop immediately. Of course, from the pure thrill point of view this
was bad but from the safe learning standpoint it was much better and confidence inspiring. I was
amazed by how simple the Extra was by comparison. The Sukhoi was a masterpiece of manufacturing
but the Extra with clever design managed to achieve almost the same but with very basic materials.
Gone were the titanium forged undercarriage and locking solid titanium tailwheel strut instead having a
simple glass fibre undercarriage bow and glass fibre tailwheel strut. A smaller aircraft with a lighter
structure and much cheaper to manufacture. I didn’t miss the 45 minute walk round or the 5 litre per
sortie oil consumption, actually not consumption as it didn’t use the oil, it just simply threw it all over the
place!
I have described the beginnings of my civilian flying career to paint the picture that led to my conclusion
that learning was the element gave most enjoyment. The challenge was the most rewarding aspect. I
believe this is true throughout aviation.
What’s the point of Aerobatics? Does the flying skill gained from aerobatics have any real benefit
outside the sport?
Picture this scene, a disenchanted 12 year old walking home from school with a ton of homework with a
spotty face revolting the opposite sex, a grumpy single parent coming home from work and then this not
quite teenager looking up in the sky to see an aircraft flying the most remarkable figures imaginable.
Amazing rate of roll, huge, long vertical lines, perfect loops and all accompanied by an orchestra playing
6 pots of a 9,500 cc Lycoming at 2,400rpm. Can anybody say this would not be inspirational? A greater
incentive to do Maths and Physics homework perhaps than an accountancy advert on the side of the bus
shelter?
Air displays are the second biggest spectator event in the UK, without aerobatics this would not be true.
Aerobatic competitions give enormous enjoyment and cater for all abilities and all ages. I remember well
an 84-year-old competitor, a tremendous character. He had only learnt to fly 5 years earlier and he
described his discovery of aerobatic competitions as a revelation that kept him alive.

We, at the British Aerobatic Academy, have several 15-year-old students who compete and gain great
focus from the sport. Last year I was fortunate enough to represent Great Britain at the World
Intermediate Championships, which in my early 60’s is not bad going! If my sport was marathon running
that would not be possible.
For many years the contribution aerobatics makes to the art of flying has been under appreciated.
Spinning has been removed from the PPL syllabus because many training aircraft we not suitably
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certified and the value was underappreciated. Airline pilots were focussed on managing computer
systems and spent very little time handling the controls and then only within strict limits, Stick and rudder
skills were disappearing fast. The industry started seeing more and more disasters caused by this move
away from core flying skills. Air France 447 being perhaps the high profile one that caused the industry
to re-examine its roots and mandate Advanced UPRT for all new pilots before their first type rating.

Performing a Top Loop

This Upset Prevention and Recovery Training is designed to give the pilots experience flying well outside
their normal envelope and practices them at recovering from very unusual attitudes. Part of the aim of
this training is to build resilience because it has been proven the startle and surprise element, the
psychological and the physiological effects of an inflight upset, are dramatically reduced if some
experience is gained beforehand. Of course what is true for the Airbus or Boeing pilot is also true for the
GA pilot but perhaps more so.

Performing in Bahrain with their sponsors DHL

I remember being sent on my first solo in a glider when I was about 12. The excitement was huge. On
my second solo I remember thinking “am I actually enjoying this”. I was still “frightened fartless” and
actually only really started to enjoy it after many more solo flights and my confidence grew. Aerobatics is
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like UPRT training on steroids. It gives pilots the opportunity to explore and get very familiar with every
aspect of the aircraft and at any and all angles. This builds confidence.

2012 Nationals (Adrian far right)

I regularly see lots of pilots who fly very few hours each year, drinking coffee in their clubhouse and
talking themselves out of going flying and I have a suspicion that their caution has allowed their personal
envelope to shrink so much that they no longer feel very comfortable flying at all. We see lots of people
giving up flying each year and I feel this aspect is a contributing factor. Aerobatics builds justifiable selfconfidence but bad judgement, reckless behaviour and an irresponsible lack of care for their own safety
causes accidents.

Aerobatics is quite humbling. Aerobatic Competitions expose you to critique by your peers. Not
everybody can cope with every fault being discovered by a panel of judges and delicate egos get bashed
into submission and show-offs quickly change.
Aerobatics develops great general handling skills. We spend such a lot of time at very high angles of
attack, very close to stalling, so stalls are no longer a surprise as you develop the ability to feel how
much angle of attack is being pulled. More importantly, it becomes instinctive to reduce the angle of
attack to prevent the aircraft stalling at very low airspeed. When flying at extreme attitudes, the aerobatic
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pilot will be looking in the correct place to see the horizon and therefore completely understand what the
aircraft is doing, the orientation, attitude and energy.
Pilots less familiar may find themselves staring into oblivion gaining no orientation clues from a
featureless blue sky. Timing is important and spatial awareness, energy appreciation and feel for the
angle of attack allows the optimal and timely control inputs to be made. There are many subtle skills
gained from aerobatics, but if these combined with the reduction in psychological and physiological
stress caused by in-flight upsets, are sufficient in to commend aerobatics to the whole aviation world.
Undoubtedly the commercial aviation world has been improved with the mandating of Advanced UPRT
prior to first type rating and in a similar way I suggest every PPL holder at some stage in their flying
career should do 5 hours of aerobatics and gain their Aerobatic rating.

Team GB (Bronze) at the RAI Intermediate World Aerobatic Championships 2019 in Breclav, Czech Republic
(Team GB: David Farley, Tony Walsh, Trevor Dugan, Adrian Willis, Graeme Fudge and Simon Wood)

AEROBATIC COMPETITION SEQUENCES FOR 2020
For non-British Aerobatic readers who are dipping into this section in the Newsletter on the next page is
one of this year’s power and glider known aerobatic sequences.
Download or screenshot and print it off and try walking it round your garden or in the park during as part
of your Covid-19 outdoor exercise –
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This one is for the Sports Known Power aircraft

How did you do?

For more power sequences and for the glider sequences see https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/sequences
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RENEW YOUR 2020 MEMBERSHIP
From this year membership is £25 for everyone. Pilots wishing to compete will pay fees for each
competition they enter. Membership is not just about being a competitor, but about supporting British
Aerobatics so includes judges, officials and aerobatic enthusiasts.
All are welcome and encouraged to join and support British Aerobatics so please encourage anyone you
know who wants to support aerobatics to do so as well.
https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/membership

CONTEST & EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2020
Events and competitions have so far been postponed for May. But checkout the British Aerobatics
website for news of the National competitions https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/events
and for International Aerobatic competitions.
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BRITISH BALLOONING AND AIRSHIP CLUB
https://www.bbac.org

Founded in 1965, the BBAC is a volunteer-based organisation which exists to promote the safety,
enjoyment and advancement of lighter-than-air flight in all its forms, hot-air ballooning, gas ballooning
and airships.
The BBAC Members’ website at https://members.bbac.org includes links to the technical office libraries;
sensitive area database; Pilots’ Circular archive; membership database; inspector information; instructor
and examiner information; members’ forum; personal direct debit and membership details etc.

NEWS
Don Cameron, BBAC delegate to the RAeC Council and his thoughts on Covid-19 and ballooning are
on the main RAeC News and Information section of this Newsletter.
Paul Spellward, BBAC Chair, has said that it should not be necessary to re-iterate that no recreational
(free) flying is permitted at present, but that there have been several cases of pilots inflating (not flying)
balloons "for their amusement", which has led to attention from the public and authorities. Whilst there
has been no actual infringement of the current restriction on (free) flying, it is definitely not in the
interests of the public profile of ballooning for such activities to take place.
Please can all pilots take note that they are strongly discouraged from inflating balloons, even on private
land, until the current restriction is lifted.
The one basis permitted (by published CAA guidance) for inflating a balloon is for maintenance, i.e. an
annual inspection or similar. Clearly this would only take place in a private location, with an inspector
present and would need special consideration to cover social distancing and hygiene. Many inspectors
and maintenance organisations will not feel able to engage in such activities at this time.

BBAC MAIN COMMITTEE ELECTED
Fiona Waite, Paul Spellward, Steph Bareford, Angela Jones and Graham Gordon were elected to the
main BBAC committee last month.

REVISION OF BALLOON LICENSING REQUIREMENTS (PART-FCL)
Implementing Regulation on basic instruments rating (Part BIR) and
Implementing Regulations on FCL for balloons (Part B-FCL)
These rules apply from 8 April 2020 with a transition period of 12 months to full compliance by all
Member States on 8 April 2021. These regulations include provisions for the transfer of existing national
licences and medicals, credits for training started under the old rules and for training organisations.
Part-BFCL has been developed to introduce a simple and more proportionate regulatory framework for
balloon flight crew licensing and to replace the so far existing requirements for this domain in Annex I
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(Part-FCL) to Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011. In this context, AMC and GM to Part-BFCL have been
developed, mainly by revising and adjusting existing AMC and GM to Part-FCL for balloons in order to fit
with the new Part-BFCL requirements.
The balloon-specific AMC and GM to Part-FCL will be deleted with a separate Decision.
Together with Part-BFCL, the AMC and GM to Part-BFCL are expected to maintain safety while reducing
the regulatory burden for both balloon pilots and balloon training organisations as well as competent
authorities.
Requirements for balloon flight crew licensing
https://www.easa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/dfu/Annex%20I%20—
%20AMC%20%26%20GM%20to%20Part-BFCL%20—%20Issue%201.pdf
Acceptable Means of Compliance and Guidance Material to Annex III (Part-BFCL) to Regulation (EU)
2018/395
https://www.easa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/dfu/Explanatory%20Note%20to%20ED%20Decision%202
020-003-R.pdf
and
https://www.easa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/dfu/Annex%20II%20—
%20AMC%20%26%20GM%20to%20Part-BOP%20—%20Issue%201%2C%20Amendment%201.pdf

NEW WOMENS WORLD ALTITUDE RECORD SET
Alicia Hemplema-Adams (eldest daughter of RAeCT Trustee Sir David Hemplema-Adams, renowned
British adventurer and himself holder of 47 balloon world records including altitude, duration and
distance) will set a new hot air balloon woman’s world altitude record of 4604m (15104.9869 feet) in the
AX4 hot air balloon class once ratified by the FAI. The balloon was built last year in Barcelona from a
new type of sustainable double-layered material and Calgary was chosen for its low ground temperature,
around -20 degrees Celsius which helps the balloon operate more efficiently, and for its flat prairies
which are ideal for take-off and landing.
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Alicia is a fashion consultant from Bath and was forced to endure temperatures of up to -30°C as she
flew her hot air balloon for a "frightening" hour and 46 minutes in Calgary, Canada on Saturday, 8
February.

BALLOOM SPOTTERS
A lot of balloon pilots began as balloon spotters, perhaps photographing the balloons before progressing
to crewing and then flight training. Attending balloon festivals is obviously one way of feeding this
engrossing hobby.

Hot Air Balloons taking to the sky at Mondial Air Balloons (photo:Nienke Bos)

If you’re even the slightest bit ‘geeky’ about technical data, you’ll probably relish the chance to collect
pertinent information on the balloons you spot – much in the way a plane spotting enthusiasts at airfields
and airports collect photograph and collect aircraft specifications.
All balloons bear a registration mark issued by the aviation authority in their country of origin and like car
number plates, some balloon registrations are personalised.
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Balloons are also described in a code determined by their respective manufacturer, invariably based on
their shape and their volume. A balloon’s roundness is determined by the number of vertical fabric
‘gores’ used in its circumference.
Therefore, the bulbous ‘Viva’ shape has fewer gores than the smoothly rounded ’N’ or ‘O’ types. A V-77,
for example, is a Viva shape of 77,000 cubic feet capacity; a giant N-500 envelope has a capacity of
500,000 cubic feet.
Many balloons bear colourful artwork, either the personal design of the owner, or an advertising banner
on a sponsored balloon. Sponsored balloons are often made in various sizes carrying the same
advertising. These make ideal subjects for a collection.

There’s nothing quite as eye-catching in the air as a special shape balloon, and the only limits appear to
be the designers’ imaginations. The places to see these extravagant creations are the bigger balloon
festivals, where they tether, or take to the skies, to the delight of admiring onlookers.
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Animal Balloons at Longleat (Photo: Exclusive Ballooning)

A useful guide for balloon spotters for balloons registered in the UK is the UK-Eire Balloon Register
which is published annually by Balloon Meet Support Services. This data lists the registration mark,
manufacturer, balloon type, serial number, date registered and current owner, for all new balloons,
restored balloons, and those aircraft that have been de-registered and withdrawn from flying (although it
is still possible for many ‘antique’ envelopes to be inflated for display purposes at festivals). £10 plus
£2.25 postage enquiries to peter@bmss.biz
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British Gliding Association (BGA) www.gliding.co.uk
The British Gliding Association is the governing body for the sport of gliding in the UK, representing and
providing services to some 8500 UK glider pilots and 80+ clubs that are spread throughout the UK from
the north of Scotland to the SW tip of England. Clubs range from small, member-run clubs to some of the
largest gliding clubs in the world.
Developing and promoting gliding the BGA provides advice and assistance to clubs on a wide range of
topics, including finance, regulation, operations and marketing as well as being responsible for managing
training standards, UK gliding competitions and for the British Gliding Team.

NEWS
DURING COVID-19
During the Covid-19 lockdown the BGA is promoting webinars, online learning and other interesting and
useful pointer on their Face Book page
https://www.facebook.com/BritishGlidingAssociation
The BGA are hoping to have a mix of interesting talks about some adventurous flying as well as gliding
basics.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/2020-onlinelearning/?fbclid=IwAR36_Uwwd_ij0uB_sBmr0ZCMDscQWcKvevtHx-wR2CHlEt2DsmXKmUaynBY
Links to recordings in March and April sessions are also available

BGA RADIO TELEPHONY COURSE
The BGA radio telephony course is now online. It is intended for both glider pilots who want to gain an
FRTOL (Flight Radio Telephony Operator’s License) and those who already have one but want a
refresher.
They’re teaching radio usage from a gliding point of view, rather than from a powered GA point of view –
so it will be directly useful for glider pilots who fly cross country.
The course is a set of slides and video presentations which use the example of a flight in a glider to
teach the content of a full FRTOL.
Whilst it would be entirely possible to learn the material purely by self-study, they plan to run one or more
online courses (depending on the numbers interested) using videoconferencing to allow for discussion,
questions, practice and coaching.
There is no charge.
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BGA OFFICE MANAGER, DEBBIE CARR
The awesome and much loved BGA office manager, Debbie Carr, has passed a significant milestone

during the Covid-19 lockdown. She has completed her first thirty years of service to the BGA!

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION’S SPORTING CONFERENCE AND 90 th AGM
The 90th anniversary celebrations took place at The Belfry Hotel in Nottingham on Saturday 29 th
February with approximately 430 glider pilots, young and older, were joned by representatives from the
CAA (GA Unit and Air Space) and the DfT.
The Right Honourable Grant Shapps MP highlighted the importance of gliding, especially as a starting
point for many professional aviators, his recent gliding experience at Lasham and went on to
congratulate the BGA on its 90th anniversary.
BGA Awards and Diplomas were then presented. The Saundby Sword, gifted to the BGA by Dr Peter
Saundby in 2019 in memory of his late father Air Marshal Sir Robert Saundby,
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recognised club contributions to gliding safety and was presented jointly to the Kent Gliding Club and
Stratford Gliding Club.
After lunch the formal AGM business was conducted by BGA Company Secretary Anthony Smith with
new Executive Committee Members approved. These were Peter Hibbard, Nick Garland and Matt Page.
A 10 year BGA plan was presented by Pete Stratten. He highlighted that regulatory changes in both the
UK and EASA have result in almost a risk-based approach to GA and that changes to UK airspace, the
CAA has been directed to minimise controlled airspace, are coming. A4A, initially developed to ensure
the needs of VFR in lower airspace is no longer receiving financial support from airspace modernisation
funds.
Interesting and informative afternoon presentations and updates followed before 250 people attended
the formal dinner. A superb 90th BGA anniversary cake was presented to the BGA Vice-Presidents; BGA
trophies were presented by CAA GA Unit’s Rachel Gardener-Poole. as well as some new trophies.
The fun continued with a disco into the early hours of Sunday morning and a new month for the 91 st year
of the BGA.

APPEAL TO FAI REQUESTING A REVIEW OF THE JUDGEMENT BY THE
FAI/IGC JURY WWGC 2019
The UK’s Royal Aero Club (RAeC), advised by the BGA, and the German Deutscher Aero Club (DAeC),
advised by its gliding section, have made a joint appeal to FAI requesting a review of the judgement by
the FAI/IGC Jury on a protest submitted by them during the WWGC 2019 at Lake Keepit. The decision to
appeal was made to ensure that the FAI tribunal were presented with all the facts related to the use of
live tracking during the WWGC.
The RAeC and DAeC remain concerned for the integrity of gliding and fair play in competition. Our joint
appeal asks the FAI to uphold the international sporting principle that competing sportspeople are held
responsible for the actions of their team and impose the correct and appropriate penalty.
A response from the FAI is awaited

GUIDANCE PART-SFCL HOLDERS
Pilots of EASA sailplanes including powered sailplanes including TMGs may continue to use BGA
certificates and national licences until 8 April 2021.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2016/08/Guidance-for-SPL-holders-.pdf

COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE
The BGA Competitions and Awards Committee is always keen to recruit new committee members. If you
are interested in learning more about the Competition and Awards Committee, or more generally about
competitions and awards, please email compscommittee@gliding.co.uk
THE GLIDING HERITAGE CENTRE’s TRISH WILLIAMS WORKSHOP
The Gliding Centre at Lasham Airfield at Alton in Hampshire has been in existence for 8 years now and
is all about preserving the British gliding heritage and make it accessible to the public. It is an
educational resource where visitors can learn about the history of gliding and the more general aspects
of gliding as a sport. Have a look at their Google virtual tour showing their hangar and some of the GHC
collection. While it is no substitute it might well get the taste buds going to go and see “the real thing”
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once Covid-19 restrictions are lifted
http://www.glidingheritage.org.uk/Tour.htm

and

we

can

all

go

out

and

about

again.

Although currently closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic the Centre is usually open for tours 2pm every
Sunday throughout the year, and can accommodate other times and days by special arrangement.

Amongst the GHC collection is an airworthy Primary Glider, a basic glider that was many pilots first
introduction to gliding in the old days, but nowadays is both a source of excitement and trepidation to
modern pilots.

Primary Glider

Willow Wren

All started by donations, the first a bequest by the late Chris Wills, all the donations and a recent very
generous bequest by Trish Williams has meant that the building work can start shortly on the Centre’s
new workshop. Trish had been a Lasham member for the best part of 20 years and at RAE GC
Farnborough for many years before.
This workshop, to be named The Trish Williams Workshop, will enable the GHC to renovate and
maintain the collection, keep alive the knowledge and skills involved in working on vintage gliders and
demonstrate the techniques to visitors.
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Lowthers have been chosen to construct the shell of the building, the same company who built both of
their hangars. Despite the appallingly wet winter at Lasham quite a lot of preparation groundwork has
already been done by a small team led by Gary Pullen and Richard Moyse.
At the start of April the foundation pits for the vertical supports were filled with concrete and the base
plates positioned. All the steelwork has been manufactured and is at Lowthers factory. After that
equipping the workshop is a very substantial operation. The thought before coronavirus the workshop
might be operational by late Autumn. That’s now looking rather optimistic, but with an insulated shell in
place work on finishing the project, despite what Winter 2020/21 might throw, can go ahead.
After construction of the Work shop plans don’t stop there as the Centre already plans to extend one of
its 2 hangars and a Museum building on the GHC meadow that will host displays and lectures, and also
house their archives.

See https://members.gliding.co.uk/news-notices to read latest BGA news.

49

http://www.bhpa.co.uk
From its head office in Leicester the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) supports a
country-wide network of recreational clubs and registered schools, and provides the infrastructure within
which hang gliding and paragliding in the United Kingdom (UK) thrive.

NEWS
My thanks to Joe Schofield for the following reports:

BRITISH WINTER OPEN
There’s a reason why many of the top British paragliding tour guides go to Roldanillo in Colombia – it’s
because everything is on and South American sun and friendly welcomes are a massive draw in
January. Our form of flight always demands respect, but if ever there was a dream place to fly it's Rolda.
The British Winter Open is a newly-created event attracting many top-level pilots, with a burgeoning
section which welcomes female pilots and Sports Classers.

(L-R): Ollie Bear Clothier, Chris Bevins, Alex Coltman, Craig Morgan, Guy Anderson, Martin Long, Andy McNichol
and Remi Pickett (kneeling)

After four tasks the Best British Sports Class went to Stan Radzikowski (Gin Bonanza) followed by
Andrew Smart (BGD Cure) and Jonathon Rhodes (Triple 7 Queen). Best British Female was Emma
Casanova (Zeno) followed by Harriet Short (Ozone Alpina) and Magdalena Kozlowska (BGD Riot).
Full results: https://airtribune.com/boc2020/results
50

BRIGHT AND CORRYONG OPENS
The Australian competition scene is arranged around three venues, with the annual Bright and Corryong
rounds often held back to back in February. These become like home sites for the Aussies and are
frequently the practice ground for their Worlds team.
Both sites had been affected by the recent fires, which threatened to cancel the competitions until some
long overdue rains arrived. These damped the fires, but strong winds followed the rain and canned the
first three days. Finally, in what seemed like a Biblical-scale conspiracy, concern about the Corona virus
caused a good number of the Asian pilots not to travel.

Hard amid the fires at Corryong

Richard Perkes flew out to compete and reported, 'Bright was a fantastic comp. Tasks seemed to be set
as much in hope as in expectation, yet all bar one were completed. Some great racing and no injuries.
On one task at Corryong I finished a couple of minutes behind task winner Richard Binstead to take 4th
place overall.'

Bright Open
1
2
3
14

Peter Slade
Gareth Carter
Kari Ellis
Richard Perkes

Australia
Australia
Australia
GB Zeno

Gin Boomerang 11 2,487
Ozone Enzo 3 2,461
Ozone Enzo 3 2,447
Ozone 2,021

Australia
Australia
Australia
GB

Ozone Enzo 3 3,223
Gin Leopard 3,220
Ozone Enzo 3 3,216
Ozone Zeno 3,042

Corryong Open
1
2
3
4

Gareth Carter
Daniel Arcidiacono
Kari Ellis
Richard Perkes

Full results: http://xc.highcloud.net
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HANG GLIDING
Forbes Flatlands
Steve Blackler teamed up with the French Canadian team to fly at Forbes, Australia, in January.
Although strong winds were forecast all week a task was set on Day 4. After three more excellent tasks
Attila Bertok finally won his first Forbes comp, Josh Woods came second and Johnny Durance got his
first third place after seven wins since 2007.

Steve Blackler

'By the end of the comp I was left wanting more' reported Steve, who finished 13th. 'It was a challenging
year for the organisers – by far the worst on record with regards to conditions and number of tasks.
However for me it was a good comp that provided a perfect reprieve from the British winter. It stretched
my comfort zone and provided some great lessons.'
Full results: www.forbesflatlands.com/results

ACCURACY
Airways League
This was decided on UK pilot’s best three Category 2 competitions over the calendar year.
Congratulations go to William Lawrence for winning the League for the first time, a just reward for his
excellent flying this year.
1
2
3
4
5
6

William Lawrence
Andy Shaw
Matthew Bignell
Billy Elliston
Andy Webster
Mick Collins

UP Ascent 4
UP Ascent 4
UP Ascent 4
UP Ascent 4
UP Ascent 4
UP Ascent 4

18 points
17
14
13
13
11

Full results: www.accuracy-bhpa.org.uk

LITHUANIAN OPEN
54 pilots from 8mcountries attended the annual Lithuanian Open in mid February as part of the Baltic
Brilliantfoot series.
6 UK pilots attended including John Lawrence – who announced his retirement from overseas
paragliding competitions four years ago at this very same competition!
Liz Lawrence was also in attendance to bolster the judging team headed by Chief Judge Inga
Polennikova.
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Katie Lawrence, top woman and British pilot at the Lithuanian Open

After four rounds Katie Sykes maintained her top lady position with impressive control on a swinging
glider to get a pad score that also moved her into top Brit position, while a DC, from brother William, was
gratefully received by his teammates who retained second position.
1
2
3
4

Yauheni Vikhor
Aliaksei Vikhor
Ivan Zvezdin
Vilnis Gailums Latvia

Belarus
Belarus
Russian Fed.
Skywalk

Advance Alpha 5
Advance Alpha 4
BGD Adam
Mescal 5

0.05m
0.13m
0.14m
0.21m

11
12
16
19
25
37

Katie Sykes
Andy Webster
Andy Shaw
Simon Sykes
William Lawrence
John Lawrence

GB
GB
GB
GB
GB
GB

UP Ascent 3
UP Ascent 4
UP Ascent 4
UP Ascent 3
UP Ascent 4
UP Ascent 2

1.15m
1.26m
2.39m
5.10m
6.40m
10.76m

PARAMOTOR CHAMPS ON HOLD
THE 11th FAI World Paramotor Championships in Brazil has been postponed to next year because of
Coronavirus.The event had been planned for 24 June to 4 July in Linhares. The event will now be held
from 16 to 20 June 2021.
“We understand the virus expansion cycle takes three months to reach its apex. It just started to spread
around in our country, and it is unpredictable how it will behave from now on,” said Wolfgang Lintl of
CIMA, the microlight wing of the FAI. “Also, it seems that most of the countries are taking actions to
prevent against the contamination and limiting travelling. I feel personally very sorry for Ricardo Maciel’s
team, because they put a lot of work, money, ideas and effort into this project. I am sure that we will
have a successful event next year.”
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http://www.bmaa.org
The British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) looks after the interests of microlight pilots and
enthusiasts in the UK. It is an organisation approved by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and aims to
further the sport of microlight aviation, keep flying costs down to a minimum for its members and to
represent them in national and international matters relating to microlight sport aviation.

NEWS
Because of the current health situation preventing flying the BMAA’s usual busy period starting in the
Spring for Permit renewals and NPPL applications is being moved into the future by probably three
months.
They have already noticed that these applications have almost stopped. As a result, the income from
these two sources won’t come in to help support the infrastructure of the BMAA until later in the year.
Because of this they have decided to furlough some BMAA staff for an initial period till the end of April.
This will ensure the BMAA’s financial position for when life gets back to normal.
The BMAA is very much still open for business; representation, answering questions, supporting
members in other areas and of course keeping in touch through Microlight Flying magazine, Facebook
and the BMAA Forum.
Karen Judd will be managing the office, taking in the post, renewing memberships and managing email
enquiries. Geoff Weighell will be on hand to talk with members and handle email enquiries and of
course keep your interests in the forefront of representation.
The BMAA council is very active in making sure that the BMAA keeps running during this period and
council members are happy to communicate with members. The easiest way to reach them if you don’t
have direct email or phone details is to send an email to general@bmaa.org with your question and a
telephone number and they will call you back. They are keeping a close watch on the Covid-19 situation
and hope resume normal service is resumed as soon as possible.
During this Covid-19 lockdown the BMAA are trying to make sure that members get to know everything
that happens as soon as it happens but please keep an eye on the news on the BMAA website
http://www.bmaa.org
and
the
BMAA
Facebook
pages
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMAA1/?ref=bookmarks. They also use Twitter BMAAUK
https://twitter.com/BMAAUK and the BMAA Forum linked from the BMAA website
https://forums.bmaa.org/forum
Don’t forget Microlight Flying magazine and the electronic newsletter eMF.
You can sign up for and to receive the eMF https://www.bmaa.org/publications

AGM
The AGM has also been the subject of much discussion once the planned event at Popham had to be
cancelled, with other times and places reviewed. Ahead of the AGM, it’s usual to publish an Annual
Report. This was a casualty of the sudden exodus from Deddington but a Treasurer’s report will be
published soon
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BMAA COUNCIL
The BMAA Council met twice in April using a web-based conference meeting tool. Significant topics
discussed included the effect of coronavirus on the BMAA’s financial position and ways of reducing costs
where possible without impacting our ability to provide a good service to members. This is ongoing,
helped by the March financial reports that showed we were on course before the coronavirus hiatus to
break even this financial year as planned. This is good news.
The election for places on the BMAA Council closes at 1200 hours on the 30th April, just before this
Newsletter is due for publication.

BMAA SSDR/FREEDOM RALLY
The BMAA SSDR/Freedom Rally at Enstone, planned for the end of July, is another which might not
take place. Obviously, everything is fluid at the moment and the BMAA will update as things evolve.

ANDY FELL HELPS DEVELOP VENTILATORS FOR COVID-19 VICTIMS
Pilot Andy Fell, who flies a QUIK, is part of the team who have worked around the clock with Dyson to
design ventilators for Covid-19 victims. The call to action meant an instant change from Andy’s normal
work at The Technology Partnership, developing satellite broadband.

Andy Fell (Photo by Paul Kiddell)

Designed from scratch in 10 days, the CoVent is a bed-mounted portable ventilator which draws on the
company’s existing expertise in producing air purifiers and can run from battery power in field hospital
conditions. Dyson is seeking regulatory approval in the UK for the rapidly designed device, but it’s
already received an initial order from the UK Government for 10,000 ventilators.
Working under a grant from the UK Government, with oversight from the NHS and MHRA, the Medicines
and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency, Dyson produced 10,000 ventilators at its Little Rissington
airfield plant for the UK and another 5000 for donation. 1000 of those will go to the UK and the remaining
4000 will go to other countries.
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Andy says “This is going so fast I’m struggling to keep up. There are literally hundreds of people working
on this 15 hours a day. I normally work on satellite comms systems, for example to provide high-speed
broadband access for billions living beyond the reach of fibre and cellular networks. But for 2020, it’s
medical devices.”
Andy says he’s been living on tea and biccies, so maybe after this he might need to pay attention to
weights and balances!
Many thanks from all of us Andy

YOUNG PERSON'S MICROLIGHT FLYING BURSARY
The BMAA fund each year selected candidates aged between 15 and 20 (on the date of the award) for a
flight training bursary. In order to qualify these candidates must show some history of an interest in
microlighting and will be selected by an appointed panel. There will be some additional flying and ground
based assessments to ensure the BMAA get exactly the right people.
The recipients for 2020 haven’t been announced as the BMAA haven't quite made their decision and
with lock down it's likely to be late summer.

600kg
The BMAA have been encouraging the CAA to complete the work in order to make recommendations to
the DfT to allow changes that will enable an increase in microlight weight limits. This week I understand
that the CAA has held internal meetings prior to going to DfT and that will happen fairly soon. The
working group that we are part of will then meet to see what the outcome of the consultation has been
and what the recommendations are.

TRAINING IN AMATEUR BUILT MICROLIGHTS
This consultation and response are at a similar stage to the 600kg one and expect it will be another few
weeks before any further detail is known.

HOURS ON MICROLIGHTS CREDITED TOWARDS SEP PPL(A) & LAPL
REVALIDATION
Hours flown on single engine piston aeroplanes below the mass thresholds of (e) [ie microlights] in
Annex I can be used to validate an EASA FCL based PPL A or LAPL A and its ratings.
See the UK & EASA Regulatory Matters in this Newsletter for more information
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GET HIGH VOLARE!
The kids flying charity urgently needs Flexwing pilots with sufficient experience to fly the kids.
Experienced pilots with over 200 hours will suffice, but could also do with a few Instructor Trainees or
newly qualified instructors to help them. Formal instruction is not in their remit, as that is the domain of
the Flight schools, but they do aim to provide “Air Experience Flying” that fundamentally covers all the
same topics.
Interested..? Then give them a call on:- 07517 545046

MICROLIGHT FLY-INS AND EVENTS
POP-UP POPHAM
Whilst Covid-19 and the Governments social distancing policy has curtailed fly-ins and events the annual
Microlight Trade Fair at Popham is being planned jointly by the BMAA and Popham Airfield (GA Airfield
and home of The Spitfire Club) for what they hope will be an event that will kick start UK GA after the
current all-consuming Covid-19 lock-down.
Mike Pearson, Popham’s Airfield Manager, says “We recently were forced to cancel the incredibly
popular Popham Microlight Trade Fair following government guidelines. This ever popular event was
much in demand and many of our regular exhibitors wanted to know if a postponement was an option.
This seemed impossible with no sight of any release from lockdown. However, we have considered how
we might plan an event without a confirmed date.
We hope that you will see our idea is a “novel” approach to event management which can work in our
favour and we can have an event. Popham will flag up the date to everyone participating and the show
date will be 4 weeks after the government flags up a release from Lockdown. We intend to provide the
usual facilities and our suppliers are making parallel agreements to be there, ensuring a good quality
event.
Obviously we don’t have a date yet, but our suppliers are all lined up to enable us to host the event in the
style to which everyone has become accustomed to. We will be asking exhibitors to commit too so that
we can put on a show and fly-in which will help to re-launch UK general aviation and put aviation back in
the air!
Once flying restrictions have been ended and government guidance indicates that the event will be
feasible, the flag will be dropped and the date will be announced with a four-week lead-time. When all
this is over it will be time to breathe life back in to GA. We’ve aimed to set a challenging but achievable
objective for the event, so that we can put the aviation show back on the road!
So Popham is down but certainly not out, and when it does happen, here are the exhibitors who plan to
be at it. See you there!”
For more information contact Mike Pearson at pophamairfield@btconnect.com Please put MLTF.v2
in the subject field.

NEW WINGS COURSES
The BMAA have been preparing two new Wings courses for members.
AERODROMES AND HOW TO USE THEM covers the basics of ground and flight operations around an
aerodrome. The apparent lack of understanding of some basic procedures demonstrated by pilots of all
types has prompted the course covering basics in what should just be a refresher. The course lasts a
half day with both a ground briefing and flight practice. Details of the schools which offer the course will
be published soon on the BMAA website.
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The RT REFRESHER COURSE is aimed at pilots who have an RT licence and feel that a refreshment of
basics would be beneficial. This is a ground course which will count as a BMAA Wings Education
Achievement towards any of the stages through the Wings awards.

BMAA SOCIAL MEDIA FACEBOOK GROUP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMAA1 is for current BMAA members to share thoughts and ideas
with each other and the BMAA office staff. Members can also ask questions or ask for advice.

THINK YOU’RE TOO OLD TO BE A FLEXIWING INSTRUCTOR?
If you fancied qualifying as a flexiwing instructor or instructress once restrictions are lifted, and are over
the age of 35, well you now can AND you can also apply for a bursary from the BMAA to do so. Now that
can’t be bad news!
Under a new trial scheme the BMAA will fund a portion of the cost of an FI course to a successful
bursary applicant. To get onto a course after the Covid-19 lockdown ends you must be recommended by
a flying school who is also willing to take you on, and supervise you, as a newly qualified FI(R).
Contact Geoff.weighell@bmaa.org for more details
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https://bmfa.org
The British Model Flying Association (BMFA) is the body elected by the Royal Aero Club to be
responsible for all aspects of flying model aircraft in the UK.
With over 850 clubs and approximately 36,000 members the whole of the UK is administered from the
Head Office. Locally there are 14 "Area" committees which meet periodically and are attended by club
delegates who can, through various channels open to the "Areas", propose changes or additions to the
running of the sport which are then voted upon at Council meetings held at the Head Office. If passed,
the changes will be incorporated in the guidelines produced by the organisation and published in the
"BMFA Handbook".

NEWS
MODEL FLYING GROUNDED
My thanks to Martin Dilly, BMFA representative on the RAeC Council for his report:
In common, I’m sure, with most other airsports, the Covid-19 situation has effectively grounded model
flying in the UK. The BMFA has advised that all contests and events should be cancelled till the end of
June. That has meant that the Free Flight Nationals at Barkston Heath is lost, along with the Indoor
Scale Nationals, but the Radio-Control and Control-Line Nats in late August is still under review.
The National Model Flying Centre at Buckminster is closed, which, apart from the inconvenience to
members, will have a serious effect on the income on which the Centre depends. The University and
Schools Payload Challenge, which is held there and usually has entries from Chinese universities, will
thus also vanish for this year.

Model aircraft from University of South Wales, one of the more unusual entries in 2019

All British teams for World and European Championships have been withdrawn and the selection
processes for 2021 teams, which are usually run in the preceding year, are being considered. The FAI’s
model flying commission, CIAM, has cancelled all World Cup contests for the year, which includes the
eleven run by the BMFA in various disciplines.
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The BMFA office at Chacksfield House in Leicester is still operating, though several members of the staff
are working from home. The main peak of membership renewals occurred earlier in the year which while
helpful for the Association, must be irking a lot of British model flyers, all paid up but with nowhere to fly.
From the point of view of the 800+ model flying clubs in the UK the government advice to avoid
gatherings of more than two people as well as non-essential travel rather puts paid to local club activity
as well. For this to coincide with an unusually flyable patch of April weather is highly frustrating. Let’s
hope the enforced grounding encourages a few more people to design and build the aircraft they’ll be
flying, rather than leaving that to people in the Far East.

Summer Fisher, who was awarded an RAeC Trust bursary in 2019, flying her Goblin 500 Sport.

FREE FLIGHT
The FFTC have been discussing and planning a way forward. We have included in our deliberations
input from the community. What we know for certain:

e have no airfields available until after 1st July at the earliest.

IAM have cancelled all Championships and World Cup competitions in 2020.

W
C

The plan to fit the current situation:

ontests for the rest of the year to be as per the calendar when we resume flying.

C


e will not be awarding the Plugge and the overall Free flight championship in 2020.

W
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he Stonehenge and Equinox Cups are cancelled we will keep the dates on the calendar for a
replacement contest details to be decided. We will run World Cup Contests in 2021 at same time and
place.

Simon Dixon launches his F1C free-flight model at the 2019 Equinox Cup. 2.5 c.c. engine,
4 second power run followed by typically 7 minute glide.

FREE FLIGHT TEAM GB SELECTION 2021
Due to the uncertainty of when the team selection for 2021 will take place the Free Flight Technical
Committee (FFTC) have decided that pre entry will not be required. If you have already entered that is
fine. When we have a certainty of a date for the selection meeting we will advise. Please keep watching
and be aware of the situation.
We have the team selection reserve date on 11-12th July. We will leave this in place although it is highly
doubtful that it will be able to proceed. Failing this, we have a fall-back date at the East Anglian Gala on
1-2nd August. If this too falls than we will postpone the team selection for 2021 until the Spring of 2021.
For more information about Free Flight: https://freeflight.bmfa.org/
The new 2020 Free Flight Forum Report has just been published and once again it contains papers on
a wide range of free-flight topics. UK price is £12.00 including postage; for Europe it’s £15 and
everywhere else £17. Sales of the Forum Reports help to defray the heavy expenses of those
representing Great Britain at World and European Free-Flight Championships. Cheques should be
payable to ‘BMFA F/F Team Support Fund’ in pounds sterling, drawn on a bank with a UK branch; you
may also order by credit card, which is a lot easier (and cheaper).
Copies are available from : Martin Dilly, 20, Links Road, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 OQW
or by phone to: (44) + (0)20-8777-5533, or by e-mail to martindilly20@gmail.com
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
12 & 13 September 2020 for the BMFA’s 60th Anniversary Fly-in at BMFA Buckminster, Covid-19
permitting

MODEL FLYING and UAS REGULATION
Dave Phipps, RAeC General Secretary, stated terms of the regulations for UAS (Unmanned Aircraft
Systems), we [Dave Phipps is also EAS Technical Officer for Model Flying and also the President of the
European Model Flying Union] collectively achieved a positive outcome which stemmed from EAS’s
success, through Timo Schubert’s work, in securing recognition for model flying within the Basic
Regulation.
This achieved what we wanted in that much of our activity remains within national regulation. However,
this has largely shifted the battlefield to individual Member States rather than EU level. The big
challenges that we face at present are:
1. Agreeing Article 16 Authorisations in individual Member States within the intended spirit of the EU
regulations.
2. Protecting our use of 2.4GHz on the radio spectrum and work to increase the permitted power output
(from 100mW to 1W).
3. Ensuring that model flying retains existing access to the airspace, especially with the development of
U-Space.
4. Ensuring that model flying is exempted from I.D./conspicuity requirements when conducted within the
framework of Clubs/Associations or that any measures which are mandated are proportionate/sensible.
5. Ensuring that the model flying community is represented within the process for developing any
regulations which may impact us.
We believe that EAS may be well placed to help us with priorities 3, 4 & 5.

CAA DELAY INTRODUCTION OF EASA REGULATIONS
As a result of COVID-19 related disruption, the CAA announced their intention to delay the introduction
of the EU regulations for unmanned aircraft which were scheduled to come into effect on the 1st July.
The delay is for an unspecified length of time, but said to be "at least a number of months". UK model
flying associations had been actively working on their applications for 'Article 16 Authorisations', even
though the July 1st deadline had been something imposed by the DfT/CAA (disregarding the provision
within the regulations giving model flying associations a two-year transition period until July 2022).
The BMFA had previously submitted requests to both the DfT and CAA asking that the implementation of
the regulations should be delayed (for the model flying community at least!) and anticipate that existing
permissions/exemptions (such as operation of aircraft of less than 7Kg above 400ft / FPV operations /
Control Line operation in FRZ's etc) will be renewed/remain valid.
This delay has no bearing on the operator registration and competency requirements which were
implemented under UK law, and which operators of most unmanned aircraft must still comply with, from
July 1st before they fly (assuming we're allowed out by then!).
The full announcement from the CAA was as follows:
"We are working closely with the Government and European colleagues to delay the applicability of the
forthcoming EU UAS Implementing Regulation to beyond the original 1 July 2020. The length of this
delay
is
being
finalised
but
will
be
at
least
a
number
of
months.
We have already incorporated several amendments to the EU UAS Implementing Regulation into an
updated edition of CAP 1789 ‘The EU UAS Regulation Package – Outline.’ We will publish this at the
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appropriate
time
and
when
the
applicability
dates
can
be
included.
We absolutely commit to informing the community as soon as we have any new information on
timescales for introduction so please assume this remains the current information until we advise
otherwise."

SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT (SUA) OPERATORS HOLDING A VALID CAA
PERMISSION
Are you on the list? http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20200116RptUAVcurrent.pdf

RC ACHIEVEMENT SCHEME ANNUAL AWARDS
These annual awards, presented at the BMFA Annual Awards Dinner, are for those who engage in the
scheme, i.e. successful ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’ & BPC candidates, as well as the examiners and instructors who help
deliver it. Basically, anyone who makes a significant contribution, or is notable in their participation, is
eligible.
There will be one award each year for ‘Long Term and or Exceptional Service’ and four further
awards of Achievement Scheme ‘Certificate of Merit’. The Certificate of Merit awards are for either
service to and or promotion of the achievement scheme, or to a successful test candidate who has
displayed outstanding attitude, determination, diligence and or performance in the lead up to and or
during a test.
To be eligible for these awards, the nominee must be one or more of the following;





A successful test candidate at ‘A’ or BPC level
A successful test candidate at ‘B’ or ‘C’ level
A Club examiner or instructor (including Approved and Qualified instructors)
An Area Chief examiner or Instructor, or Area AS Co-ordinator

Nominations for the above may only be submitted by; Area committees, Affiliated clubs, Examiners or
Approved/Qualified Instructors.
The closing date for receipt of nominations is 31st August.
For more information: https://achievements.bmfa.uk/news/achievement-scheme-annual-awards

FLIGHT COMPETITIONS http://sam35.org.uk
MODEL HELICOPTER COMPETITIONS: http://www.3dchampionship.co.uk

WHEN MODEL AIRCRAFT PILOTS STAY AT HOME
When model aircraft pilots stay at home they interest themselves with a large number of model flight
topics.
Not only new technologies, materials, designing and building but also all about the very amazing history
of international model flying.
The FAI produce an annual online CIAM Flyer publication and past issues of the CIAM Flyer can also be
downloaded on the CIAM Flyer page at https://www.fai.org/page/ciam-flyer
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NATIONAL CENTRE BLOG SPRING 2020
The first Blog of the year was initially started in January with the intent to publish in mid-March, of
course, things have moved on somewhat, and the Coronavirus outbreak and subsequent lockdown has
changed all of our lives significantly, and has of course meant that the National Centre is very much
placed into “hold mode”. However, having written much of it already it still seems worth publishing for
interest and as an update on the early part of the year, in terms of the referred to burst pipe and
subsequent works it was fortunate that this was resolved and completed before lockdown commenced.
To read the very entertaining and informative blog written by Manny Williamson this is available at:
https://nationalcentre.bmfa.org/national-centre-blog-spring-2020

DRONES
THE BRITISH DRONE RACING ASSOCIATION (BDRA)

https://bdra.uk
The BDRA is a not for profit organisation. Run by FPV pilot formed to promote the sport of FPV racing
and multi rotors in general. Their aim is to develop the sport and give FPV pilots a voice within the model
aircraft world as a specialist organisation under the BMFA.
Drone racing has really taken off recently with a lot of interest positive and some negative (Media/CAA)
but overall the hobby is growing. We are at a record amount of members in the BDRA and there always
seems to be something coming up to make people WOW.
If you would like any more information on drone racing then please visit the BDRA website
https://bdra.uk

STUDYING AT UNIVERSITY? WANT TO CREATE A DRONE RACING TEAM?
If you are interested please get in touch with uk.communications@iudro.com Their website is
https://iudro.com The IUDRO, International Universities Drone Racing Organisation, is the world's first
company that regulates and facilitates inter-university drone racing events to propel the sustainable
adoption of drone technology.
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BRITISH SKYDIVING
www.britishskydiving.org
On 1st February 1984, parachuting became a permitted activity, subject to the grant by the CAA of a
written permission, and in accordance with appropriate conditions specified in such CAA permission
documents.
British Skydiving are a democratic, not-for-profit organisation of individuals whose purpose is to
organise, govern and further the advancement of Skydiving in the UK and is one of today's most exciting
sports. Dynamic and colourful, it offers mastery of the air and the freedom to make the skies your own!

NEWS
Lots of familiar faces but in new roles were elected to the British SkyDiving Council. The Council is
also putting in place a new committee structure from this year to help to deliver its Strategic Plan for
British Skydiving. However, the technical committees – the Safety & Training Committee (STC) and its
Riggers’ Subcommittee – are not affected by the current changes.

NEW CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR

Craig Poxon

Adrian Bond

Craig Poxon was elected to Chair of the British SkyDiving Council. Craig has been Vice-Chair of
Council since 2012 and has been a Director of British Skydiving for 14 years, he chaired the
Development Committee from 2009 has been a delegate to the Royal Aero Club since 2014 and the
International Skydiving Commission since 2017.
Adrian Bond was elected Vice-Chair. Adrian has been in the sport 17 years, of which 14 years have
been spent on Council contributing to the overall strategy and governance of the organisation. During
this period 9 years have been spent as Chair of Communications and Vice-Chair of Development.
There is a new Finance Committee, chaired by the Treasurer Natasha Higman.
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The old Development Committee is reborn with a more focussed remit as the Member Development
Committee (MDC) to look after coaching, training and development pathways, including liaison with
STC on the development of new ratings and qualifications as well as championing diversity, inclusivity
and access to sky diving and progression. The very successful programme of Skills Coaching
Roadshows will now also come under MDC.
The Communications Committee will continue to serve the membership and beyond through oversight of
British Skydiving’s digital platforms, including the new web hub and social media, as well as being the
editorial advisory body for Skydive the Mag.
Competitions will be covered by the new Élite Performance Committee (EPC), which will be
responsible to Council for British Skydiving’s domestic competitions, the British Open Nationals, the UK
Skydiving League and the BS’s Grand Prix; plus selection and coordination of their International
Delegations to World and other International Meets.

Sam Lee
Chair of EPC

Mark Bayada
Chair of MDC

The Council elected the following Officers and Delegates:
Chair:
Craig Poxon
Vice-Chair:
Adrian Bond
Treasurer / Chair of Finance Committee:
Natasha Higman
Chair, Safety & Training Committee (STC):
Jeff Montgomery
Chair, Membership Development Committee (MDC):
Mark Bayada
Chair, Élite Performance Committee (EPC):
Sam Lee
Vice President and Delegate to the Royal Aero Club:
Martin Soulsby
Alternate Delegate to the Royal Aero Club:
Craig Poxon
Chair of Communications Committee:
to be elected

Martin Soulsby (Vice-President) and Craig Poxon (Chair)
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Parachuting CAP 660
Parachuting CAP 660 is a comprehensive source of information including rules, regulations and
guidance on legal requirements for parachuting operations and displays.
CAP 660 (5th edition) sets out minimum standards which the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) will require to
be satisfied prior to the grant or renewal of parachuting Permissions and any related Exemptions; and to
indicate the CAA’s requirements for the conduct of parachuting operations.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%20660%20Parachuting%20March%202020.pdf

SOME OF THE SKY DIVING PATTERNS

My thanks to Angel Fernandez for the following report:

WHERE CAN I GO SKYDIVING ONCE COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS ARE LIFTED?
Parachute Training Organisations (PTO) are also referred to as ‘Drop Zones’.
A list and map of Drop Zones are available at https://britishskydiving.org/where-can-i-skydive/

BRITISH SKYDIVING MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM 1 APRIL 2020
Full Member renewal: £110.11 – a year-on-year increase of £8.78.
Comprises a British Skydiving element of £64.95 and an insurance element of £45.16.
Joint Membership renewal: £199.31 – a year-on-year increase of £16.95.
Comprises a British Skydiving element of 108.99 and an insurance element of £90.32.
Retired Membership renewal: £64.95 – a year-on-year increase of £1.89.
Comprises a British Skydiving element only, as retired members do not jump.
Temporary membership (1 month): £19.89 – a year-on-year increase of £1.95.
Comprises a British Skydiving element of £7.22, VAT of £1.44, and an insurance element of £11.23.
Student Provisional membership: £18.74 – a year-on-year increase of £1.93.
Comprises a British Skydiving element of £7.51 and an insurance element of £11.23.
British Skydiving insurance covers third-party claims only. It does not provide personal accident
insurance, which members are strongly recommended to take out from the personal insurance market.
https://britishskydiving.org/forms/
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“STAY AT HOME” VIDEO
Callum Kennedy from UK Parachuting has created a “Stay at Home” video featuring BS members, with a
couple of guest appearances from members of the British Skydiving Council.
To watch https://britishskydiving.org/news/stayathome/

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION (BCPA)
https://www.bcpa.org.uk

The BCPA is a volunteer-run, non-profit organisation, set up for the purpose of promoting skydiving at a
collegiate level. The committee is voted in every year at the AGM, held on the weekend of BCPA
Nationals, and positions include Chair, Vice Chair, Events Coordinator, Tour Organiser and Club Liaison.
Want to get involved? Email mail@bcpa.org.uk to find out more.
There are over 30 affiliated university clubs where like-minded people can jump, compete and most
importantly socialise with! Members range from "freshers" who have only recently done their first jump to
graduates with hundreds of jumps who help film, coach and organise at BCPA events.
The BCPA co-ordinates annual inter-university leagues to allow clubs to compete against each other
both in competition (3-way, freefly and accuracy) as well as club achievements (such as obtaining Cat-8
or FS1). This culminates in an awards ceremony at the BCPA Nationals in the summer. Many clubs find
that success here can help to convince their university to allocate them more funding for the subsequent
year!
My thanks to Catherine Diffey (Chair British Collegiate Parachute Association) for her report:

BCPA HAS IMPROVED MY EXPERIENCE AS A UNIVERSITY SKYDIVER
I began skydiving during my final year of school just before I began university, so I wasn’t originally
aware of the British Collegiate Parachute Association (BCPA) when I first started the sport. When
Dunkeswell Airfield became my home dropzone due to moving to Plymouth University, I was pleasantly
surprised to meet students from other universities who belonged to skydiving clubs affiliated to the
BCPA.
With the help of those students and the expertise of the organisation’s committee at the time, I managed
to set a club up for my own university at the end of first year! From there, I began joining BCPA events
all over the country and even brought new students from my club to events all over the country. This
meant I was able to build a group of supportive friends of my own age and try out competitions in a
friendly environment.
I was also lucky enough to go on the annual foreign tour to Poland in 2018 (which was affordable thanks
to the BCPA) where I had some incredible experiences, including lots of jumps out of an MI-8 helicopter
and the tiny canvas Yak-12 aircraft!
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Olimpic Skydive in Poland

I became increasingly interested in helping build and develop this organisation after seeing how positive
it was for new university-aged skydivers and I was eventually elected for the position of club liaison on
committee.
This academic year (2019-20) I was elected chair which has given me invaluable experience of running
a committee, so the BCPA has developed me in ways I never could have imagined at the beginning. I
am now approaching the end of my final year and I have many fond memories of my 4 years in the sport
so far, many of which are thanks to the BCPA.
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http://www.precisionflying.co.uk
Responsible for the promotion and day-to-day running of Rally and Precision Flying competitions within
the UK and the selection of pilots and crew to represent Great Britain at international competitions
organised under the auspices of the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI).
VFR navigation skills developed during the Private Pilots Licence (PPL) course are all too quickly
forgotten as reliance is placed on GPS systems. Check out our video https://vimeo.com/57272236
New members, flying and non-flying, are always welcome. Contact http://www.precisionflying.co.uk for
further information.

NEWS
This year 2020 sees BPPA Team GB off to Stellenbosch in South Africa, Stellenbosch for the 2020 FAI
World Rally Flying Championships. Rally flying is a slightly different discipline, being for a crew of pilot
and navigator, whereas precision flying, at the top level, is flown solo.
As in previous years the BPPA intend the focus of training to comprise participation in French regional
competitions, ahead of the World Championships which this year are in the Rally discipline and
scheduled to be held in South Africa in November. At least one crew hopes to attend this event.
At the moment the French competition calendar has yet to reflect the devastation to aviation caused by
the pandemic of Covid-19 and we have no idea which events will in due course take place.

The BPPA is always looking for more pilots and navigators. If you fancy having a go, and maybe joining
the team in Stellenbosch, do get in touch. Remember, navigators don’t need a pilot’s licence so rally
flying is ideal for partners.
rodneyblois@gmail.com

or cbarnes@globalnet.co.uk
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https://www.fsdp.co.uk
The aim of the Charity is to help disabled people discover their true potential through the mental and
physical stimulation of learning to fly a light aircraft. The challenges they face and overcome help them to
find new confidence and self-esteem in rising above their own personal life difficulties, and help them to
view their future with greater self-assurance.
Since the scheme began nearly 400 disabled people have benefited from learning to fly.

2020 SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships which include 35 hours flight tuition and associated ground school will be award at the
beginning of April. Watch this space for names of the recipients.
Scholarships commence with a scholar’s seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are
introduced to their instructors and scholar training partner(s).
Flying training is undertaken at flying schools in the UK between May and October and will be of three or
four-weeks duration in either a PA-28 or a Microlight aircraft.

My thanks to John Sorsby, CFI and Head of Training, at Bristol Aero Club (BAC), based at Gloucester
Airport, for his report on:

TEACHING DISABLED PEOPLE TO FLY
For the last seven years I’ve been lucky enough to have been involved in teaching disabled students.
This has come about through being Head of Training at Bristol Aero Club, based at Gloucester Airport.
The club has been used for many years by the charity Flying Scholarships For Disabled People.
This amazing charity selects and awards flying scholarships of up to sixteen hours spread over three
weeks to disabled people. We have also successfully taught disabled students who have joined the club
in the conventional way, but I shall use the scholarship route to highlight the challenges and solutions.

The first thing to stress is the aims of these scholarships are somewhat different to a “Classic” flying
scholarship. A typical scholar will have endured great hardship in their life for a variety of reasons and
maybe need a life changing confidence boost. Being on a residential learning course can also show the
student how independent they can be outside of their comfort zone and realise their true potential in life.
I strongly believe that following a structured flying training syllabus brings the best results.
Before we even get near an aircraft we need to plan how we manage the training..
One of the requirements of the scholarship is that the student must hold an EASA LAPL medical. These
are issued by the charity’s nominated AMEs. The medical will very often have limitations on it. These can
be anything from always requiring a safety pilot to the aircraft needing to have approved modified
controls. This is generally your starting point. What, in an ideal world, can we expect this student to
achieve and also requires us as tutors to let go of pre-conceptions around disability. It may well be that
the AME has imposed a safety pilot limitation that can be removed subject to a medical flight
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examination. A classic example would be an assessment of whether the student can operate all the
aircraft controls in all relevant phases of flight. I would use the first “Air experience” flight to assess this.
Should the student qualify to have the safety pilot restriction removed you want to get this actioned asap.
Once you are clear on the regulatory limitations on your student, you then need to assess their personal
requirements and possible barriers. Fatigue is a massive issue for many disabled people. Some
conditions can leave a person with little spare energy after one flight, or maybe even at the start of the
day. The whole process of getting up and ready for flying can be time consuming and cause fatigue. The
student may need rest periods during the day for other physiological needs. We will never ever pressure
them to fly and support them to speak up if it’s all getting a bit much.
On the scholarships there are normally two students. This also brings in other factors and we are trying
to boost their self-esteem and confidence so we need to manage expectation of progress. As in any
training students progress at different speeds, and seeing a colleague racing ahead can knock
someone’s confidence. To mitigate this we set individual goals and stress the fact that we all learn
differently. An example of this would be setting one target of trimming the aircraft out in straight and level
flight unassisted by the end of week one and another of taking off and climbing to cruise altitude in the
same time frame.

In the early lessons be prepared to be flexible…….!
One of the fundamentals of teaching is establishing a good learning environment. This is crucial.
Getting someone comfy in the aircraft so they can concentrate on flying is true of any student and this
can involve a lot of lateral thinking and trial and error. Someone with paralysis, depending on the extent,
may need additional postural support to be secure in their seat when operating the flying controls. (They
are safely secured by the aircraft harness from a safety perspective, but may experience a distracting
lack of stability when trying to fly). We have had to use cushions, bungee cords, belts, you name it!
Some students may be new to their disability and will need additional time to get in and out of the
aircraft, some can get in and out quicker than me!
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Listen to your student and other disabled pilots, if they use modified controls make sure you’ve
used them…..
You as, a flying instructor, are the aviation expert and your student is the expert on their disability. I
make a point of listening to any ideas they have that can enhance their learning experience. Also get
them to talk to pilots with similar disabilities, as there are many ways to skin a cat as the saying goes. If
the student uses modified controls make sure you’ve used them yourself. You will then very quickly pick
up the teaching points to stress. In the PA28 we have a hand controller for the rudder. This is an
approved modification and the aircraft flight manual has a supplement incorporated.

John Sorsby and an obviously happy pupil

Once the fundamentals are sorted the differences diminish….
Once your student is sat correctly in the aircraft and comfortable the differences in teaching reduce. One
of the most poignant aspects for some of our disabled colleagues is that for a time they leave their
disability (and possibly any mobility aids) on the ground and experience the freedom of flight on equal
terms as any other student pilot. On the radio you are a pilot first. Once established in flight things are a
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bit more conventional for you as the instructor. You will have established the aims of the flight on the
ground and you just go about achieving them. Monitoring your student is always important but you do
need to keep vigilant as to how they are coping. It is very easy, on a good day, armed with the best of
intentions, to push your student too far and wipe them out for the next couple of days in every aspect.

Flexibility is the key to air power!
Something that was always stated in my military days, and is never more so true than in these scenarios.
I find it best to have a programmed structure to the training, but always have a plan B up your sleeve. If
the weather isn’t suitable can your students benefit from some ground school? What shall we teach? Or
maybe if you’ve had a good run of flying you are better standing them down to rest for the next day. Your
two students fatigue levels can be very different. That is best managed by ensuring your student feels
comfortable explaining their current situation and you accept they are the expert of their disability.

Safety is always the number one priority….
There is generally an area of compromise. A good example is landing for a pilot using a rudder hand
controller. A disabled pilot may not be able to have hands on the control column, throttle and rudder
controller all at once. If they can’t they need to close the throttle, then move their hand to the rudder
controller. They are trained to make early go around decisions, especially in a crosswind. We are lucky
at Gloucester to have options on runways, even so we impose tighter crosswind limits for training.
As a flying instructor you’ve been a part of seeing someone achieve something they may have thought
they could never reach. The goal they have achieved will vary. Examples are getting their licence, flying
solo, or landing unassisted.
What airmanship goals they have achieved is largely irrelevant, it’s the full scholarship experience of
overcoming challenges and gaining confidence which empowers disabled people to realise their future
potential which is most important.
I have learnt so much about disability in my time. You see the frustrations and notice the many societal
barriers that are put up for disabled people. You witness what true determination looks like.
I feel that disabled students teach me as much if not more than I teach them….
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Certificate presentation
(BAC flying instructor Deb Ford)

“I did it”
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http://formulaairracing.com
FARA (The Formula Air Racing Association) is the recognised official governing body and sanctioning
authority for Formula Air Racing disciplines. It is the governing body in the UK for the sport known as
formula one air racing and, in cooperation with the American IF1 and French APAF associations it
sanctions those air races around the world in the official Air Race 1 World Cup series. FARA is also the
international sanctioning body for the new electric air racing formula, Air Race E.

At a time when electric flight is still in its infancy, FARA are launching an ambitious project that will help
accelerate both aviation and motorsport into the future: the world’s first and only all-electric airplane
racing championship. Air Race E will host its inaugural race next year as the first in a series of formula
one style international air races. Air Race E events will see eight planes fly simultaneously around a tight
5km circuit at just 10m above the ground and at speeds of up to 450kph – faster than any land-based
motorsport.

Teams from around the globe preparing to compete in the inaugural race in 2021 including UK Team,
“TEAM Condor” led by Martyn Wiseman, Managing Director of Condor Aviation International, a
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company known for designing, manufacturing and testing out-of-box solutions for aircraft and are based
in Barlby, North Yorkshire. The team will modify and adapt an existing sport aircraft to create their race
airplane with support from Teesside and Hull Universities. The most innovative thing Condor are doing,
apart from running fully electric, is to use contra-rotating props.
Martyn said, “Air Race E is an incredible opportunity to test technology to the limit while providing the
most exciting form of aviation possible. The idea of flying over 450 kph at 10 meters off the ground is
sending goose bumps up our spine. We can’t wait to start. This could be the only GA aircraft in the world
using this system and it should give us a great edge over the competition. ”

Martyn Wiseman, who is Managing Director of Condor Aviation International

The aircraft is ‘White Lightening’ and is a 20-year-old airframe. It was used in a Formula 1 Airrace in
1999, when it had a major crash, almost killing the pilot, Andrew Hardwick.

Now working with Andrew, Condor Aviation International Ltd have stripped the aircraft completely for a
total rebuild including re-engineering the cockpit, instrumentation, engine mounts, undercarriage, motor,
props and cowls. This promises to be one of the most innovative racing aircraft ever seen.
Other teams include: Germany’s Team Hanger-1 led by company CEO Adrian Schmer, an SEP and
aerobatics instructor;
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The concept for their aircraft is looking at the options of modifying a Cassutt IIIM or Sonerai I Formula
Vee plane and integrating an electric engine made by Geiger Engineering. It will be called “Skyflash
One,” named after their aerobatic flight school Skycrobatics.
USA is fielding 3 teams, Team “AllWays Air Racing” from California with pilot team captain and pilot
Casey Erickson who is an experienced Reno Air Race pilot in the bi-plane class and past president of
International Aerobatic Club Chapters 36 & 13.

She is also a certified flight instructor and has flown many different types of aircraft, including commercial
fixed wing, helicopter and sUAS aircraft, and also has a private glider rating.
Team “Blue-BETA Racing” based in Vermont flying a plane, currently known as BB-23, which will
feature a battery system comprised of pouch-type lithium ion cells assembled into a pack with a custom
battery management system, derived from the company’s eVTOL programme.
Kyle Clark, CEO of BETA, the propulsion and control system company BETA Technologies, has
partnered with the advanced composites company Blue Force Technologies. Kyle Clark said his two
programmes — a fixed-wing racer and eVTOLracer — will mutually benefit each other.

Kyle Clark at the controls of his Ava eVTOL aircraft. (Photo: Eric Adams)

Developing the electric propulsion system for the eVTOL aircraft has enabled the team to quickly lock
down the race aircraft’s own propulsion system, while designing the fixed-wing aircraft will broaden their
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understanding of both aerodynamics and power management in mission-oriented aircraft. Lochie Ferrier,
an MIT-trained aerospace engineer, has also joined the team.

and “TEAM MÖBIUS” based in Fort Worth, Texas, led by Carl Copeland a serial entrepreneur and CEO
of MμZ Motion, which produces custom, high-performance motion solutions for the robotics market and
pilot Christopher Williams.

Pilot Chris Williams

They initially plan to modify an existing formula one racer to use with their electric power system and is
still in the very early stages of development and has yet to be given a name, but the intention is to use a
new type of electric motor, designed by MμZ Motion, that is smaller and lighter than current electric
motors. In the future Möbius hopes to introduce a more customized aircraft with innovative profiles,
control mechanisms and advanced propeller designs.
Best known for developing the world’s first electric seaplane in 2018, is a founding partner of the allNorwegian Team “Electric Aircraft Propulsion AS” (EAP) includes pilot Rein Inge Hoff, chief designer
Brødreskift and team leader Øystein Solheim-Aune. The trio’s company, Equator Aircraft, has an
impressive track record of developing innovative aircraft designs and carbon composite construction
techniques, having already conducted the first sea trials of their electric sea plane just last year.
Jarlsberg Airport, 100km south-west of Oslo, will serve as the team’s base where EAP plans to modify
an existing Cassutt IIIM, and retrofit it with a novel electric powertrain.

Tomas Brodreskift says “The Air Race E initiative is a great opportunity to continue our work in electric
aviation. The race environment allows us to explore the extreme performance characteristics of our
electric powertrain, as we push the components to their utmost limits in a safe environment. Lessons
from the championship will be transferred to the factory to improve the performance and design of our
electric consumer based sea planes.”
The Canadian team, Team Outlaw based at Villeneuve Airport in Edmonton is bringing experience from
formula one air racing to electric air racing with pilot and Team Leader Scott Holmes in the cockpit and
are adapting a 1993 Cassutt to be able to fly with electric power.
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Scott Holmes (photo Jane Jarvis)

Scott Holmes obtained his PPL at 17, has raced at Reno and with Air Race 1 in 2016, competing at the
World Cup in Thailand and the China Cup in Wuhan. Why “Outlaw”? Because the aircraft doesn’t follow
many of the airworthiness standards in Canada! Scott’s crew includes Bob Holmes, Kelly Green,
Michelle Holmes, Eldon Gjesdal, Brian Murray and Karen Holmes. His development engineers are
Roslynn Ricard, Seth Itow, Eric Tischer and Thomas Lockwood.
France’s team, Team “Scramasaxe” is based in SW France at L’ Aérodrome de Cuers-Pierrefeu and is
led by Eric de Barberin-Barberini, a former fighter pilot who has set five aviation world speed records and
is now looking to build an electric plane derived from his award-winning Shark Ultra-Light.

Currently named Scramasaxe E project in prototype, modifications include a tricycle landing gear
incorporating a retractable front wheel, while the air foil will be modified to sustain speeds as high as 500
km an hour.
The Dutch team, TEAM NL are fielding a brand new aircraft designed by team leader Rick Boerma.
Boerma, a life-long aviation fanatic, started flying gliders at the age of 14 and, while studying aerospace
engineering at university began to dream of designing and building his own aircraft.
Development has begun of the plane, monikered “Fanta” due to its orange colour, and will feature a
conventional low-wing design with two electric motors that power two contra-rotating propellers designed
and constructed specifically for Air Race E instead of converting an existing airframe.
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Rick said, “to design, build, test and fly a new aircraft for the Air Race E next year is going to be a
seriously difficult challenge, but one we are ready to take head on. Time is ticking, but we are excited to
get started. For now, the plan is to make the structure out of carbon or glass fibre composite with a
thermoset matrix (epoxy). This might still be hard to recycle properly. Thermoplastic composites can be
recycled more easily but substantial tooling is required.”

82

http://www.hcgb.co.uk
The HCGB represents almost all of the private helicopter owners and pilots in the UK and actively
encourages social flying and many members regularly participate in the organised events as well as
organising an annual calendar of events ranging from lunch fly-ins, cross channel weekends, visits to
military establishments and breweries and covering just about anything you can think of doing.
The HCGB was founded in 1966 to promote the sporting and social use of helicopters but in recent years
the HCGB has come to the fore in defending freedom to fly from new restrictions and expensive &
unnecessary equipment requirements.
Members of the HCGB form the British Helicopter Team and compete nationally and internationally in
the World Helicopter Championship and the Helicopter World Cup both at home and overseas. Annually
the HCGB holds its own UK competition event.

NEWS
The HCGB AGM was held at Coombe Abbey, Coventry, on Sunday 1st March 2020 and members
enjoyed the spring sunshine as well as the business and social aspects of the weekend.

David Monks opened the meeting dealing with formalities of the AGM and presenting the Chairman’s
Report for 2019 and giving a roundup of the Clubs year.
The Club was very fortunate to secure two excellent speakers for a presentation after the AGM - Major
(rtd) Rich Pillans and Major (rtd) Stephen Murray Twinn AFC, both from the Historic Army Flight.
The presentation was in two halves. Stephen spoke of the historic flight and then Rich spoke of his
career with Boeing as a test pilot.
The Historic Army Flight is the only team that flies helicopters and fixed wings and Stephen Murray
Twinn explained the fine tuning and precision involved in their displays. They were delighted to be the
winners of the "Best Display" at Yeovilton last year. Stephen detailed the current fleet operated, the Tiger
Moth being the oldest but it hasn't flown since 1944. It's a dream to get it back in the air as the
continually look for sponsorship to do so.
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Major (rtd) Rich Pillans

If anyone is interested in buying a vintage aircraft, Stephen said they are having a clear out due to lack
of space. Current aircraft for sale include a Scout, a Sioux and an Auster - any interested party to contact
the Army Historic Flight direct.

(L-R) Major (rtd) Stephen Murray - Twinn AFC; David Monks and Major (rtd) Rich Pillans

Rich held everyone's attention with his Boeing career having been a test pilot on the Lynx, Puma,
Chinook and Apache. He met and worked with Tim Peake during a US military Apache exchange in
2008. Rich presented on the current upgrade works to the Chinook suite.

FAI PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATES
Applying for proficiency certificates is a relatively easy process which can be done by completing a
simple application form. There are three to apply for - bronze, silver and gold. The requirements for
Certificates of Proficiency are available at https://www.fai.org/page/cig-certificates-proficiency for
downloading along with the application form. Once completed, please email david@djme.co.uk as the
form requires the signature of the FAI UK delegate for verification.
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
The Light Aircraft Association (LAA) was established just after the end of World War Two with the aim of
ensuring that recreational aviation was affordably available to the man in the street. Pre-war it had
predominantly been the preserve of the better off.

NEWS
Covid-19
On Tuesday 17th March 2020 the Light Aircraft Association elected to scale back its operations at its
Turweston headquarters, with fewer staff on site and other staff working from home using a remote
access system, dropping into the office to receive or update paperwork as required.
“This restricted office presence means we are asking members not to call in personally, or to use our
Member Lounge, and we will not be as readily available by telephone” says LAA CEO Steve Slater. “If
you have an enquiry, please help us to help you, by e-mailing rather than phoning; either to
office@laa.uk.com or engineering@laa.uk.com . Please avoid using personal LAA email addresses as it
is more effective that messages are logged into the system by the admin team. In the coming weeks as
the virus takes effect, it will be particularly important not to assume that individuals are at their usual
desks.
“The safety and health of our staff is of prime importance, along with maintaining the best possible
service to our members. We made plans based on three contingency levels; normal service, reduced
staffing, and a full closure of our offices. In line with Government advice, we moved to ‘Level 2’, with
fewer members of staff in the office and others working from home on rotation. We still have the option to
activate ‘Level 3’; with the office effectively closed and all the HQ team working from their homes.
“Fortunately part of our IT investment in recent years has enabled our records and databases to be
stored outside our offices in ‘the Cloud’, which will allow members of staff to work from home and selfisolate if required. Even if things escalate to a stage where we are forced to close the office completely,
while there will inevitably be some disruption, we will be in a position to issue permit renewals and
modification approvals online, and handle payments for membership and engineering fees either on line
or by bank transfer.”

LAA ADVICE FOR AIRCRAFT DURING AND AFTER LOCKDOWN
The LAA are having continuing discussions with the CAA and DfT on how and when GA might achieve a
safe and sustained return to flying and they hope this leaflet will provide some assistance.
LAA CEO Steve Slater says “The current few weeks lay-up is actually little more than many of these
aircraft have during say, the winter period, and the storage conditions are currently much more benign.
In fact there is likely to be a bigger risk from nesting wildlife than engine or airframe corrosion.”
LAA Technical Leaflet TL 2.32 : For advice on aircraft storage and planning the eventual the return to
service of aircraft from storage with detailed information on precautions if access to the aircraft can be
gained but further storage is contemplated, and advice on planning the eventual the return to service of
aircraft from storage.
Among the key elements of the 10-page leaflet are:
85








Engines: Inhibiting, oils and return to service after storage
Fuel: The risks of ‘stale’ mogas. Water or organic contamination in ALL fuels
Airframes: Inspection, cleaning, wildlife infestation. Corrosion prevention and remedies
Propellers: Inspection and maintenance
Documentation: Make sure you’re legal when flying can recommence
Initial flying tasks: Keep initial flights simple. Keep them safe.

http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/TechnicalLeaflets/Operating%20An%20Aircraft/TL
%202.32%20Return%20to%20Service%20Post%20Covid%2019.pdf

The entries, in three age categories, 5-8, 9-12 and 13-15, can be drawn, painted or computer generated.
Hard-copy versions can scanned and emailed to art@laa.uk.com
or posted to the Light Aircraft Association’s Turweston headquarters (Turweston Aerodrome, Nr
Brackley, Northants, NN13 5YD)
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My thanks to Peter Claiden for his insight as an LLA inspector:

PETER CLAIDEN – LLA INSPECTOR
The Wikipedia entry for the LAA is as follows, and succinctly describes the purpose of the Association:
The Light Aircraft Association (LAA) is the representative body in the United Kingdom for
amateur aircraft construction, and recreational and sport flying. It oversees the construction and
maintenance of homebuilt aircraft, under an approval from the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).
Aircraft under the wing of the LAA are not fully certificated but fly under the Permit to Fly system, but this
does not mean that they are not safe. The LAA grew from the Ultra-Light Aircraft Association formed
after WW11 in 1946, which then took on the name of the Popular Flying Association in 1949 and,
subsequently, the Light Aircraft Association in 2008.
The LAA boasts about 8,000 members and oversees the airworthiness of about 2,600 aircraft and some
1,500 in-build aircraft. Once accepted as a ‘safe’ aircraft (design, stressing, handling qualities etc.), an
aircraft will be issued with an initial Permit to Fly by the LAA, which is required to be validated annually
by a flight test, and an in-depth examination of the aircraft and its records. This is usually carried out by
an Inspector authorised by the LAA.
I became a LAA inspector after retiring from a 30-year career with the AAIB as an Inspector of Air
Accidents, following an apprenticeship and ten years of test and development work on new aircraft
systems.
Being a long time glider/power pilot and aero engineer, I wasn’t ready to just put my feet up so, in order
to still keep in with aviation, I became an LAA Inspector.
Below is a selection of photographs of some of the types of aircraft I personally have inspected over the
last decade, but each Inspector will have records of many varied and interesting aircraft types.

A Pietenpol Aircamper wing under construction

LAA Inspectors also oversee the construction of new projects, rebuilds, modifications, etc. In order to
accomplish this, the LAA has approved several hundred ‘Inspectors’, spread around the UK.
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The work is varied, very interesting and satisfying, and you meet a wide variety of like-minded people,
and often becoming friends with them. But one has to keep an open mind and be prepared to be critical,
where necessary, with constructors that you may know well.

A RV6a under construction but nearing completion

A Titan T51B Mustang undergoing its annual inspection
for the PtF recommendation to the LAA

In almost all cases, the quality of build of most aircraft I have inspected is very high with, of course, the
owner/constructor(s) taking pride in their work. Problems can arise with older aircraft where possibly
(expensive) remedial work is necessary.
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A RV6 undergoing its annual PtF revalidation inspection following engine re-installation after a shock load
inspection at an engine overhaul facility

Most Inspectors will have a good background in aviation whether this is from maintenance, design and/or
aircraft construction, or in my case, aircraft accident investigation. Their expertise is used to help
members, advise and sign the appropriate LAA paperwork.

Completed RV6a undergoing an in-depth ‘before first flight” inspection

Although LAA Inspectors can charge for their services, it’s important to recognise that the system is
about help and encouragement, but not to financially burden enthusiastic constructors/owners, many of
whom can barely afford to pursue this worthwhile activity.
Details of LAA fees can be found here
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/engineeringfees.html
89

FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2020
My thanks to Anne Hughes (LAA Aviation Art Competition’s Coordinator) for her report:
The theme of this year’s contest was “Flying Yesterday and Tomorrow” and the title proved a challenge
for many of our young artists. When it came to judging the entries we had to remind ourselves that
Concorde was very much a ‘yesterday’ machine and that Spitfires were from a age long gone!

The LAA had over 70 entries this year and judging took place at the LAA HQ in February with Philip
Whiteman and Eugenio Facci from Pilot magazine along with Andrew Latham, Chairman of the Guild of
Aviation Artists and Steve Slater, CEO of the LAA having to make the hard decisions.
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This year we had entries in all three age categories and first prizes of experience flights from Turweston
Flying Club were awarded to Callum Doak (Senior), Charlie Wilson (Intermediate) and Henry Bean
(Junior). Little were we to know at the time that these flights, funded by the LAA, would have to be
delayed for many months.
The three winning entries in each group were posted to the Federation Aeronautique Internationale in
Lausanne as the UK’s entries for the international contest and we wait to hear the results of their judging
in due course.
It wouldn’t be possible for us to run the UK competition without the volunteers who support us and in
particular thanks go to Phil Jackson from GAvA who attends every event, inspiring and encouraging
young people to use their artistic skills. Thank you to all at Old Warden who have allowed us to set up in
the hangar on show days and to Ellie Doak and the Sywell Air Scouts who are among the most
enthusiastic of our competitors each year and produce some outstanding entries for the competition. As
soon as we have the new title for 2021 we will let you know!
In February we were invited by Ciara Harper and Matthew Studdart-Kennedy from Old Warden to put our
young people’s art work on display during February half term.

Visiting groups were encouraged to put pencils to paper for a mini-competition. As a result we enjoyed
looking through another pile of contributions to decide who would be rewarded for their efforts.
The new title for the 2021 competition is decided, normally, after the judging. I don’t really need to say it,
but there is nothing normal at present in this strange world in which we find ourselves so we wait to see
the FAI’s decision on the 2021 competition. The title for the 2021 competition will be announced in April
and details will be on the LAA website.

DON’T FORGET YOUR 5% discount from Pooleys
If you are ordering any flight equipment (online only) from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com use the
promotional code YES at the checkout and you will be helping to support the work that YES (Youth &
Education Support) is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount off your orders.
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ARMSTRONG-ISAACS BURSARY
The Fund trustees were astounded to find that no less than 60 applications have been lodged, and
work has commenced to select the lucky five recipients. The scheme usually awards up to £1500 to five
lucky recipients to assist them in completing their PPL or NPPL. But In light of the high number of very
worthy applications and the difficulty of paring the list to just five winners, an additional bursary was
added, resulting in a total of six lucky recipients in all. The panel also elected to make a special £500
award to a 15-year-old disadvantaged young man, who despite his disabilities, is clearly keen to
progress his ambition to learn to fly. The recipients are:
Ashleigh Duggan, 23 from Oxfordshire grew up in an aviation background, with her father working for
the Red Arrows. She caught the flying bug very early in life and wants to become a flight instructor as
well as to fly commercially. She is currently working towards her PPL(A) SEP/TMG with MotorGlide,
having achieved 40hrs of flying and completed my ground exams.

Next tasks are the solo navigation and work up to the flying test.
Joshua Creese, 19 from Essex who is a medical and PPL student and Senior Air Cadet. He first went
solo two months after his 16th birthday and is now in the last stage of his PPL training.
Ryan Millen, 22 from Cambridgeshire who joined at Air Cadets at 13 and took up gliding at 17. He
obtained his solo badge and Silver-C badge and now takes part in gliding competitions alongside
learning to fly powered aircraft and is keen to continue my gliding career alongside powered flying.

He soloed in a Super Cub, completed his qualifying cross country and will use the bursary to obtain his
LAPL.
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Rebecca Norman, 19 from Surrey went solo last year and is determined to finish off my PPL, gain her
licence and progress to becoming a commercial pilot or a flying instructor.

James Bowkett, 17 from Cheshire got hooked on flying at 4 after his first flight in a Rans S6. He started
to fly remote control aircraft and later progressed to building flight simulators before commencing his
flying training at 15, going solo at 16. He hopes to become a commercial pilot.
James Gunn, 17 from Gloucestershire was also a young starter having his first flight experience at 7 in
an PA28. He joined the Air Cadets at 13 and started flying training last year, going solo at 16.

He is preparing to move onto the Navigation phase and hoping to complete his PPL(A) this year. [James
and I have something in common – we are both members of the same flying club at EGBJ, Bristol Aero
Club Ed].
The bursaries are intended to help young PPL trainees (up to 30 years of age) through that later stage of
the course when cross country navigational exercises mean that two-hour, or longer, lessons are
required, with the correspondingly higher costs over a single hour’s lesson. To that end, applicants must
already have a minimum of five hours’ solo.
We wish them and all the applicants the very best for their future in aviation, whether as a career or a
recreational or airsport pilot.
Details of the 2020 bursary application process will be announced in September.
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LAA RALLY 4th – 6th September 2020
The Light Aircraft Association is pressing on with planning for the 2020 LAA Rally on 4th, 5th and 6th
September, despite the current COVID lockdown.
One theme of the event will be a ‘Radial Roundup’ with an invitation to owners of radial-powered aircraft
from around the UK and Europe. There will also be the customary exhibition marquees, the ever-popular
‘Speakers Corner’ and manufacturer displays, as well as several hundred visiting aircraft on each day of
Europe’s biggest fly-in event.
“While COVID precautions look set to decimate the early part of the flying season, we are still sufficiently
optimistic to continue our planning for the LAA Rally as a late summer highlight” said LAA Rally
Chairman Eryl Smith. “In the meantime, as we face much wider challenges, we hope the LAA Rally will
provide some much-needed light at the end of the tunnel.”

THE LAA SUPPORT TO AIR RACE E : ELECTRIC AIRPLANE RACING
There is a superb interview featuring LAA CEO and Director Steve Slater. For those that do not
know a lot about him the interview is an eye opener. Did you know, amongst many other things,
Steve was for 15 years ‘the voice of Formula One’ in the Far East, working as commentator with
the Singapore-based Star Sports TV channel and was also part of the team which created the
Singapore Grand Prix, Formula One’s first-ever night race. I certainly didn’t!
You can read this fascinating interview https://airracee.com/spotlight-on-steve-slater-ceo-of-lightaircraft-association

Youth & Education Support (YES)
Youth & Education Support, YES is a UK-wide group and the Youth Education branch of the Light
Aircraft Association. Working together with other The LAA, Struts, Type Clubs, leading industry
companies, local education authorities, schools and universities and many others, YES educates,
encourages and inspires young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with aviation.
YES runs aircraft building projects, training in meteorology, navigation and airmanship, exhibits at
aviation shows, and arranges talks and practical activity sessions for schools and youth groups as well
as activity days for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Girl Guides and others when possible. It maintains
an independent web-based aviation information centre for youngsters www.yesflyers.org.uk and
provides guidance on future careers in the varied world of aviation.
Checkout the Youth section in this Newsletter to see the latest YES news and a report on the 13th
Youth in Aviation Conference

LAA STRUT MEETINGS
Some LAA Strut meetings make a small charge for non-members but all are welcome to attend and
meetings are an excellent source of advice and help, whether building, buying, training or simply wanting
to be involved in the local aviation scene.
STRUT’s arrange a number of flying and social events throughout the year and most hold monthly
meetings and maybe an interesting aviation related talk. Meetings are an excellent source of advice and
help whether building, buying, training or simply wanting to be involved in the local aviation scene and
are dotted around the UK. Checkout the LAA website for details of your local STRUT on an
interactive map http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/struts/struts.html
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http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (“The 3Rs”) is mandated to oversee British
handicap air racing, British and World aviation records and formal air rallies.
The 3R’s have delegated authority from the FAI (Fédération Aéronautique Internationale) www.fai.org to
oversee National and World Record attempts by UK licenced pilots and citizens.
If you are interested in setting an Aviation Record, be it point to point (speed), altitude or endurance then
contact Geoffrey Boot, the Record Coordinator at geoffreyboot@gmail.com
For more information about the 3Rs and how to join whether as a race pilot
http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/becoming-a-racer.html , race navigator, ground crew or social
member contact Joanne Turner, Aviation Secretary secretary@royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk

BILL TOLLETT
28th November 1939

- 1st April 2020

Bill Tollett passed away peacefully. While this is a time of great sadness for his family and for all those
that knew him, Bill would want us to remember him as someone who truly knew how to live life. An
extraordinary human being; a fantastic companion to all who were fortunate enough to be his friends and
family; and a brilliant pilot, instructor, examiner and mentor to hundreds of others, pilots and non-pilots
alike.
He was so pleased in 2019 to have ticked off air racing on his to do bucket list, and even more to have
been awarded the 3Rs Outram Trophy. Thoughtful and serious when he needed to be, controversial and
cheeky when the moment allowed, only Bill would pick 1st April to be the day to leave!
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Tim Wassell, 3Rs Chairman, has this to say of Bill: Over the years we have welcomed many new
members to the 3R’s. Last one such member happened to be a certain William Tollett from Oxfordshire.
Bill was not your average new guy as it is virtually unheard of to sign up a new racer who is fast
approaching eighty years of age! Nevertheless Bill was determined to cross air racing off his ‘bucket list’
and enjoy a year of racing with our association, completing the whole season in style.
I’ve seen a lot of people come and go over the years and many fail to make an impression on you in one
way or another. That could not possibly be said this intrepid aviator. He impressed be from the outset.
Bill was an extremely qualified and experienced pilot who had many hours to his name and yet he took
the view that he was the new boy and was here to learn. What a difference to the guys that ‘know
everything’.
Needless to say he didn’t take too long to adapt and got stuck in from day one. Well actually that’s not
true as he injured his hand prior to starting his first race and being the wise gent he was, elected to stand
down that afternoon. Next time out was completely different and he came tantalisingly close to winning
only his second race. I think his enthusiasm just got the better of him that afternoon.
We last saw Bill at end of year dinner and awards. That evening he received the Outram Trophy for best
newcomer. As he remarked, he didn’t exactly have a lot of competition. Who cares! He deserves it for
just being a thoroughly good egg, an intrepid aviator and gentleman.
Bill only ever set out to do a single season of racing but had enjoyed himself so much that he thought he
might just like do another. Sadly that was not to be, eventually losing to declining health.

My thanks to Ian Scarbrough for the following report on his activities as

THE 3Rs HANDICAPPED AIR RACING CHIEF MARSHALL
“See that church about half way to the horizon, there are 3 fields behind it, two green and one yellow.
We need the yellow one. Top left hand corner alongside the large tree, it should be at the side of the
road”
No, not double Dutch, well not entirely. A possible cockpit conversation between pilot and navigator, or in
the case of a solo racer the pilot and himself. (I’m sure there is some rule somewhere about not
answering if you’re talking to yourself). Welcome to the world of handicapped air racing run by the
Records, Racing and Rally Association.
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“It” is a turning point which is usually a small pyramid shaped tent about 7 feet tall with a windsock taking
it to about 12 feet high, which has to be spotted from as low as 500 feet travelling at anything up to 180
kts, dependant on the aircraft.
My name is Ian Scarbrough. I am the Chief Marshall and I am responsible for the positioning of “It” and
thus establishing the outer extremities of the race course for any given race weekend.
I’ve been involved in air racing since 2009 after I discovered a request for ground volunteers in an edition
of Pilot magazine. I went along to an Air Racing School weekend at North Weald in early April and a
week later was involved in my first race weekend, again at North Weald and the rest is (as they say)
history.

The average circuit is around 25 miles in distance, although I drive around 40/50 miles in order to set
up/check the course due to a distinct lack of foresight by the planners of yesteryear in not putting in
place nice straight roads on the ground between each turning point. For some reason best known to
themselves they appear to have insisted that the roads go up hill and down dale, around big hills and in
different, sometimes quite bendy directions.

Alderney Air Race Course 2016

My weekend starts either late Friday night, or early Saturday morning (very early Saturday –usually
around 0530). Breakfast comes after a little run around the local countryside for a couple of hours. As
well as setting the turn points up, I check their exact position with a handheld GPS unit and record the
position and altitude of each turning point above sea level.
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The fun comes when you arrive at the nearest driveable point to where the turning point actually needs
erecting, but then have a good walk to actually get there. Going to check one point in the Isle of Wight I
had to walk along a public footpath that went through a field full of cows. It was fine until I started back
and then noticed that one of the “cows” only had one udder. Definitely a careful but hasty retreat.
The early morning start does have its advantages though. I get to see some fantastic sunrises,
there’s very little traffic (apart from the odd tractor on a single track road, invariably coming in the
opposite direction to me, leading to a fair bit of manoeuvring into passing places, or field gates) and
there is an abundance of wildlife. I get to see some great countryside as well.
After breakfast it is off to the host airfield where I then have to set up a turning point on the airfield itself.
The runway in use is checked out and then we need to set up smaller “scatter” points
dependant on the runway in use and its relation to the track of the course itself. If we’re lucky, then only
1 scatter is required, but worst case scenario could be 6.

The scatters are set so as to ensure that all aircraft fly the same route to get onto the initial track,
ensuring they avoid noise sensitive areas around the airfield, but more importantly to ensure that they
are all above stall speed before commencing their first turn off the runway heading.
Once this is all done, it’s time for a brew before briefing (if I’m lucky).
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After the briefing the pilots get to go and practice the course amid the usual polite observation – “So
where’ve you hidden the buggers this time”.
During the practice, I’m waiting for the dreaded radio call to say that something has disappeared. A few
years ago in France, there were several radio calls to advise that one of the turn points was nowhere to
be seen at the place it was supposed to be. A quick drive out in the French countryside confirmed that it
had gone. After driving around the locality, all the equipment was found lying in a field about half a mile
away, where it had been dumped. A quick drive back to the correct place, re-erect the point and all
sorted. Panic over – until it happens again.
So practice over, it’s time for lunch and the wait for the race briefing and start, all assuming that Mr and
Mrs Weather are not having a disagreement and throwing water at each other.
My next job is to get all the race aircraft marshalled onto the race start line in the right order and on the
right side of the runway.

Hopefully then a good race, nothing else fallen over or been removed, and a good end to day one.
So onto Sunday and I get to do it all over again – drive around the countryside to ensure nothing has
grown legs and “walked” away or disappeared into the next field (or further) if it’s been blowing a gale all
night.
No practice today, but just keep fingers and toes crossed that the wind hasn’t changed direction,
necessitating a runway change. If it has, it’s back to the drawing board and re-position the scatters
before the race can go ahead.
Another “marshalling” job at the start of the race, and again a satisfactory outcome.
Then the prize giving and everyone’s looking forward to home and the next weekend of racing.
Now I’m sure there was something else I had to do???.
Oh yes, the small matter of another drive around the countryside again, to remove all the ironmongery
that I put out on Saturday, if not been taken by a farmer, member of the public or the Police. At least it’ll
be nice and sunny.
The “Silverware” in a lot of most cases dates back to the early years of last century. The earliest cups
are “The King’s Cup” from 1922 and the Schneider trophy which was first raced for in 1913.
Both still being raced for available to win together with the most recent trophy, The Bruce & Ian Hook
Celebration Trophy.
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The King’s Cup

The Bruce & Ian Hook Celebration Trophy

Ian and 3Rs Aviation Secretary Joanne Turner: “Turn Point Tent Confiscated by The Police”

And then……..Home!!
All in all a very hectic weekend, but it’s what I love doing and to be involved in such a historically
significant pastime makes it all worth it.

Of course everything is on hold at present due to the current Covid-19 situation so until we can all move
about again, stay safe.
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https://www.aerosociety.com
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) holds major conferences, lectures and events at its
headquarters in central London at 4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ. Lectures and conferences
normally open to interested non-members. The RAeS also encompasses a variety of special interest
groups and local branches in the UK, and overseas, who too organise programmes of lectures and
events.

NEWS
COVID-19 has placed the aviation and aerospace industry in uncharted territories. These sectors
support international trade and investment, but also connect families and loved ones across the world.
The Royal Aeronautical Society is looking to accelerate its plans to release its new on-line learning
management system and for those who have who have unfortunately lost their jobs as a result of
COVID-19 cut-backs, the Society’s career advice and guidance service can be accessed online via:
www.careersinaerospace.com

RAeS LECTURES
Many Branch lectures have been cancelled world-wide due to the Covid-19 pandemic BUT if you are
you struggling to find new activities during the covid-19 lockdown and are an RAeS member then get
creative and enter their video competition... they are challenging you to show off your creative skills
and share your aviation knowledge during the lockdown.
The RAeS is inviting members to produce an informative video on something aerospace or aviation
related. It could be anything; a topic you are particularly passionate about, a project from university or
work, trying to explain the principles of aerodynamics to novices, something you have built, findings from
research, a look at new technologies– whatever lifts your wings!
Videos, which should be between 6–10 minutes in length and will be judged on:

Subject relevance and interest to the wider aerospace and aviation community

Presentation of case – the point being made, and how well it is made

Subject knowledge and understanding

Standard of visual presentation

Non-English language content must be captioned in English

list details for sources and links in the video notes when uploading to Youtube or Vimeo.
Otherwise, include this list on the email when submitting the link.

Make sure you have permissions or licenses for use of intellectual property as required if it does
not fall within Fair Use laws. If the subject is specifically related to your current or past employment,
check you have necessary permissions from your employer.
The style of the video is up to you – use what resources you have available to you. You can simply
record your over slides, film yourself talking to camera, or a mix. Produce it alone, or collaborate with
friends & colleagues as a group project (please make sure you comply with all local social-distancing
policies).
To enter: complete their entry form and send your video by 31st May 2020. Winners will be selected
and announced in June 2020.
CATCH-UP ON PAST LECTURES AND EVENTS via the RAeS Video and Audio Archive
https://www.aerosociety.com/events/catch-up-on-events/video-audio-archive/
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CRANFIELD UNIVERSITY AND ELECTRIC AIRCRAFT
Cranfield Aerospace Solutions (CAeS) is a company owned by Cranfield University with aircraft design
organisation capability/approval (DOA) for complex modifications to existing aircraft, which can also
design and create new concept aircraft or flying demonstrators.
CAeS also has production organisation approval (POA) from the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and
the European Aviation Safety Authority (EASA) for complex modifications, as well as a similar range of
military approvals.
CAeS recently announced plans to use its design and manufacturing capabilities to branch out in a new
direction with the ambitious aim of restarting the manufacturing of complete aircraft in the UK and is
currently leading a consortium with Britten Norman, Rolls-Royce, Delta Motor Sport, Dennis Ferranti and
Warwick Manufacturing Group to enter the electric aircraft market.
Phase 1 will begin with partners starting on their own individual projects. CAeS is considering acquiring
more than one Islander from Britten-Norman, one to fit the new electric engines to and another nonworking airframe for engineers to work on. The conventional engines will be replaced by two electric
motors fed by a battery pack. Behind the battery packs will be a hybrid element - a fuel-efficient
conventional motor.

The electric engines and batteries on the Islander will be supplemented with a conventional motor to provide
additional range in the event of an emergency. (CAeS/Loganair)

Phase 2 of the Fresson Project will follow with an electric conversion of a larger 19-seat aircraft (such as
a de Havilland Canada/Viking Air Twin Otter)

and Phase 3 is even more ambitious and is nothing less than the design and manufacture of an all-new
British regional electric aircraft.

102

Setting up a new UK manufacturing centre will take more than CAeS. To build these aircraft in the UK
(and deliver other disruptive whole aircraft projects), it will also be necessary to invest in the creation of a
new Industry 4.0 flexible aircraft manufacturing facility. CAeS is well positioned to develop their own
aircraft products and play a critical role as an early stage new aircraft integrator, working with aerospace
partners, to enable the UK to lead the green aerospace revolution.
For
more
information
see
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/a-new-british-electricaircraft/?dm_i=4OGU,TE7J,3HA9WN,3JT3R,1

RAeS INTERNATIONAL GENERAL AVIATION DESIGN COMPETITION 2020
This is the fourth in a series of RAeS design competitions aimed at promoting major innovation in the
general aviation aircraft sector and is being is run in association with the Light Aircraft Association
(LAA).
The scenario: A hurricane has just swept across the Caribbean island of Dominica, destroying almost all
buildings and blocking most roads. Those injured need to be taken to hospitals on neighbouring islands.
A vertical take-off, electric aircraft is needed to evacuate them, preferably to those islands that are
not already overwhelmed with medical cases, but achievable range is of the essence.
Entries are invited for this competition from under- and post-graduate engineering students,
professionals and amateur aircraft designers. You may enter as an individual or a team. We
particularly encourage entries from teams of engineering students.
Winners will be announced and prizes awarded, at the RAeS Light Aircraft Design Conference. This
year’s conference will take place on Monday 16 November at RAeS HQ No.4 Hamilton Place, London,
W1J 7BQ.
Submission deadline is 31 August 2020.
Rules and Guidance: https://www.aerosociety.com/media/13398/raes-general-aviation-designcompetition-2020-rules-and-guidance.pdf
Register Your Interest:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0JqrdFknn0u8zWLnZzuB_EPnC1qTeZ9Nt8K1_
yUKu-tUQVU2ME1HREFXUFQ0WTU2WUpaWFJIQUY0Vy4u
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RAeS AEROCHALLENGE 2020

4TH MARCH 2020 10.00-16.00

Organised by the RAeS Young Persons Committee this was the perfect opportunity to put aero
knowledge & skills to the test. The Aerochallenge covered topics such as: British Aerospace Industry,
Airlines and Operations, Space, Aeronautical Discipline, Current Affairs, Aircraft Recognition and the
Royal Aeronautical Society. Teams were made up of 4 contestants
The Summer issue of this Newsletter will report on the AeroChallenge.

THE RAeS HISTORICAL GROUP
The Historical Group exists to provide a focus within the RAeS for the study and discussion of aerospace
history, and to contribute on behalf of the Society to wider activities in this field, both in the UK and
internationally and organises several lectures and discussion evenings at RAeS Headquarters each year
which everyone is welcome to attend.
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BURSARIES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FUNDS
These pages are a compilation of RAeC Member Organisations bursaries, scholarships and Funds
together with others that may be of interest.

NEW RAeCT BURSARY
Sebastian Pooley the Managing Director of Pooley’s Flight Safety Equipment Ltd has kindly offered to
sponsor a new enduring RAeCT bursary, to be known as The Pooley Bursary. Details will be
announced shortly so “watch this space”!

FLYING FOR THE DISABLED 2020 SCHOLARSHIPS
A scholarship includes 35 hours flight tuition and associated ground school which means that most will
have flown solo and some, at their own expense, have gone on to achieve their PPL. Scholarships
commence with a scholar’s seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are introduced to their
instructors and scholar training partner(s).
Flying training is undertaken at flying schools in the UK between May and October and will be of three or
four-weeks duration in either a PA-28 or a Microlight aircraft.
To apply for a scholarship complete the online enquiry form and a full application form will then be sent
to you.
https://www.fsdp.co.uk/apply/#masthead

Closing Date: November 30th 2020

SIR GEOFFREY DE HAVILLAND FLYING SCHOLARSHIP 2020
The Worshipful Company of Coachmakers and Coach Harness Makers invite applications from young
people from 18 to 30 years of age, resident in the UK and who have not previously been awarded any
such bursary (with the exception of the 12-hour Air Cadet Scholarship).
This year’s scholarship will fund 75% of the cost of the standard hours training required for a Private
Pilots Licence with only 25% to be funded on an hours flown basis by this year’s successful
Coachmakers Flying Scholarship winner.
You can find out more https://coachmakers.co.uk/sir-geoffrey-de-havilland-flying-scholarship/
Complete the online application form https://coachmakers.co.uk/sir-geoffrey-de-havilland-flyingscholarship/scholarship-application-form/
The closing date for applications is 1st June 2020

RAF CHARITABLE TRUST
The RAF Charitable Trust is developing a number of Scholarships and Awards open to serving airman,
cadets and members of the wider RAF family. These range from Scholarships for Disabled People to Air
Cadets and 6th Form Scholars with potential follow on into University to glider flying training.
https://www.airtattoo.com/the-trust/scholarships-and-awards

AIR CADET GLIDING FUNDING
If you are an Air Cadet you can apply for gliding funding via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk
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VINTAGE AIRCRAFT CLUB: LIZ INWOOD TAILDRAGGER SCHOLARSHIP
The Scholarship, named in memory of the late Tiger Moth pilot and flying instructor Liz Inwood, is funded
by donations from the Vintage Aircraft Club, Light Aircraft Association and the Inwood estate.
The Taildragger Scholarship was set up by the Liz Inwood Trust along with the VAC and we are pleased
to make This annual award is available to qualified pilots, under 36 years old, with 100hrs or more who
wish to convert from typical flying club nose wheel designs to older tailwheel types, and enabling them to
train for up to 5 hours at a recognised flying school. Each year the selection panel will chose one pilot
out of the many applicants potentially to open the door to flying a wider range of vintage and classic
types.
2020 applications open in June 2020 : http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

LAUNCHPOINT BURSARIES / AWARDS
Launchpoint is a registered British charity that supports gliding and aims to provide opportunities to
experience gliding and to help participants, of all ages, to develop with the sport. It does this through the
Caroline Trust Awards and the Ted Lys Awards.
The Caroline Trust Award application form can be found here https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pwmflp/caroline-trust-application-form/
The Ted Lys Award application form can be found here https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/ted-lysaward-application-form/
For further information and details: https://members.gliding.co.uk/launchpoint/
Launchpoint is also the BGA’s adopted charity and provides Launchpoint’s website at no cost.

PPL SCHOLARSHIPS AT BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT
2 PPL annual scholarships to the value of £10,000 each have been offered by the Trustees of Biggin Hill
Airport to young men and women between the ages of 16-26 seeking a career in aviation. One
scholarship funded by the owners of the airport, The Biggin Hill Airport Award, and the other funded by
the family of the late BA Captain Nick Davidson.
For further information contact ndmfs@bigginhillairport.com

THE PHILIP WILLS MEMORIAL FUND (for GLIDING CLUBS)
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund supports UK gliding by lending money to gliding clubs for capital
projects e.g. purchasing land or equipment, with the Trustees having a broad brief to enable them to
provide a diversity of financial assistance to both clubs and individuals.
The Fund lends at (very) low rates of interest, usually over periods less than 10 years. Typical loans
would be up to c £60k. The application process is simple with the Fund’s trustees generally only looking
to see that there is a good business case for the expenditure and (in order to protect the Fund) that the
club has the ability to make monthly repayments.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/club-development/pwmf/
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RAeS CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2020
The Royal Aeronautical Society launched the Centennial Scholarship Fund in 2003 in celebration of one
hundred years of flight and to look forward to the next generation of aerospace pioneers and experts in
the 21st Century.
Awards include support towards tuition fees for:
* Final year MEng Aerospace or Aeronautical Engineering
* Postgraduate study in aerospace and aviation related subjects
These include several named awards:
* The Robert Blackburn Award - for aerospace engineering study
* The Alan Snudden Award - for aircraft engineering and safety related study
* The GP Olley Award - for aerospace medicine study and research
Individual awards are also given to assist in completion of aerospace-related post-doctorate research
projects. Team awards are given for programmes aimed at STEM engagement and boosting young
people's interest in aerospace and aviation as a career choice.
Download the Centennial Scholarship Applicant Guidelines and application form.
https://www.aerosociety.com/careers-education/scholarshipsbursaries/scholarships/?dm_i=4OGU,QGW8,3HA9WN,35GQK,1
Complete and return by the deadline date. There are separate forms for individual and team applicants.
All individual applicants and academic research teams will need to provide details for two referees.
These two referees will need to provide written references to be sent directly to the RAeS
Applications and references can be submitted by post or email: awards@aerosociety.com Post:
Centennial Scholarship Fund, Royal Aeronautical Society, 4 Hamilton Place, London, W1J 7BQ, UK
Applications close 31 May 2020
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES
YOUTH IN AVIATION
Youth in Aviation is a collaboration of the non-profit, charitable and educational organisations involved
in enabling young people from all backgrounds to experience aviation and aerospace inspiring the next
generation. There are 16 organisations involved including YES, RAF Cadets, Scouts; the Air League,
Young Air Pilots, the BGA, RAF Museums, the RAeS, Brooklands Museum all working together
aiming to further the opportunities and access to aviation and aerospace activities and providing over
£300,000 of scholarships and bursaries each year.
The General Aviation Awareness Council have educational information for schools and many of their
members offer special facilities from visits to local airfields and pleasure flights to arranging for helicopter
visits to school sports field.
See http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress

YES
http://yesflyers.org.uk

13TH YOUTH AVIATION CONFERENCE
My thanks to Stewart Luck for his report on the 13th Youth Aviation Conference held at Brooklands
Museum, just before we became locked in.
Since 2007 Youth Education Support (YES) has run Education Conferences to bring together
Individuals, Clubs, Museums and Societies who play a part to help and inspire young people about
aviation interests. Then there were lots of people who did something to educate youngsters, but efforts
seemed piecemeal. YES found there was only one group who took young people under their wing from a
young age of about 5 right through to their twenties; they were the model flyers of the BMFA. They
taught us a lot with their education programme including the not so obvious fact that you need to engage
and mentor youngsters from an early age, through their teenage years and beyond if you want to keep
their interest for life.
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The 13th Annual YES Conference at Brooklands Museum in Surrey was a tremendous success although
the impending arrival of the Corona virus epidemic was certainly a talking point. However, its severity
and impact were far from our minds as we prepared once again to welcome people from all over the UK,
and sometimes even further afield, to discuss how we can collectively help our youth to step into the
world of aviation, either as a career or as a pastime.
This year’s Conference was supported by The LAA, Haywards Insurance, P&A Wood Rolls Royce cars
and IMT Aviation and without their continued support YES would not be able to put on the events.
The speakers were given just 10 minutes to “sell” their organisation’s ideas. AOPA was represented by
Mick Elbourn, others presenting were Norfolk and Suffolk aviation museum, Feet Off the Ground Charity,
Royal Aero Club newsletter Jude Wordsworth, The Joystick Club, Brooklands Museum and Shuttleworth
Education Trust Youth team, Young Aviators days, Air Search organisation, the Air League’s “Soaring to
Success” initiative and the LAA, both advertising flying scholarships for young people.
Other presentations were given by Aerobility, Scouts, Havering & Stansted College B@P, BMAA B@P,
The Spirit of Vectis IOW B@P and LAA Youth & Education Support (YES).
Dr Ajay Sharman attended this year’s conference to talk about the programmes and support available
through STEM Learning and locally through the STEM Hub. Dr Sharman is The Regional Network Lead
– South East at the National STEM Learning Centre and Network
After the event he wrote the following to the YES Chairman.
“Dear Stewart, I was delighted to support the YES Conference and I am very glad I managed to juggle
my weekend to attend and make my presentation. It was an interesting and very diverse audience and I
always find the mixture of parents and students useful to bring some perspective to pupils’ thinking
ahead towards their chosen career or future direction in life.

I met a wide range of Aviation experts, young people, parents and enthusiasts in aviation, all with one
clear goal to encourage young people to see a career in aviation, aerospace and engineering as an
exciting destination. It was also a pleasure being hosted at Brooklands Museum, and see the event was
attended by some local STEM Ambassador role models from industry, all with a passion for engineering
and aerospace too. It is crucial that young people meet real people in real professions, like those in the
aviation world, whether they have a wish to become pilots or just be associated with and consider a
hobby or career in the amazing engineering that surrounds this sector.
The day was perfectly completed for me when a young female pilot remarked….”It was a pleasure to
meet you at this Conference as we were talking about STEM Ambassadors yesterday at home and I
would love to become one.” Ellie Carter was already a role model, but in encouraging a new generation
of female aviators tells me so much about the pool of talent we have in the UK”
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Pete White as a member of the YES National Committee is always looking out for inspirational speakers
for the YES conference and Strut talks. He reports that it was an honour to find such a mature young
person at Cornwall Flying Club where Ellie Carter is a new member.
Elli Carter spoke about her drive when she was 14 motivating her to write a letter to request a look at a
U2 “spy plane”, and the American Air Force “fixed it for her”. Inspired by that, her determination since
has taken her gliding, going solo at 14years old, then on to a PPL(A) with her first solo at 16 years old
and receiving her licence on her 17th birthday. She has added to this tail-wheel flying, including flying a
wartime Piper L4 Cub solo, and signing up for an aerobatic rating. On top of all this and her many other
exploits, EasyJet are mentoring her... not bad for a 17-year-old!
As expected, Ellie’s talk was well received, and in the networking sessions she was swamped by young
people hungry for more information including Ajay Sharman.

Sunny Bamra, Deputy Curriculum Director, Automotive & Engineering at Havering College of Further
and Higher Education reports:-

It was a pleasure to present at this year’s Youth & Education Support (YES) Conference at Brooklands
Museum. This was their 13th Annual Conference and it was a privilege to be amongst some amazing
young ambassadors show-casing their transferable skills and following their career aspirations.
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The Engineering department at Havering Colleges has teamed up with RyanAir and Stansted College to
complete the Build a plane project. Over the coming months learners and apprentices from each
institution will construct a Rans S6 light aircraft. On completion the plane will be showcased at a number
of events, and each participant can tell their own story. Sunny thanked Stewart Luck and Andre
Faehndrich for their help in setting up this partnership.

THE COSFORD CONFERENCE
Like everything else the planned the YES Conference at Cosford Museum set for 4th April had to be
postponed.

Further details of YES activities, and how to get involved together with the ideas and how to develop
some of your own can be found at www.yesflyers.org.uk
YES are always looking for new blood to join the committee or help by looking after the admin or
website. Contact chairman@yesflyers.org.uk or secretary@yesflyers.org.uk

YOUNG AVIATORS
The 15th Annual Young Aviators event will hopefully be held at Sywell Aerodrome on Saturday
12th September 2020, so here's to the next 14 years and Young Aviator No 2,000.
http://yesflyers.org.uk/young-aviators-2020

BMAA HORIZONS BUILD-A-PLANE PROJECT
The Horizon Project, organised by BMAA’s Terry Viner, is a build-a-plane scheme for schools and
provides a school with a comprehensive kit of parts to build a two seat microlight aircraft.
For more information about the New Horizons project: https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/newhorizons

YOUNG PERSON'S MICROLIGHT FLYING BURSARY
The BMAA fund each year selected candidates aged between 15 and 20 (on the date of the award) for a
flight training bursary.
In order to qualify these candidates must show some history of an interest in microlighting and will be
selected by an appointed panel. There will be some additional flying and ground based assessments to
ensure the BMAA get exactly the right people.
If you would like to be considered please complete and
https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/bursary-application-form

submit

the

form

found

To find out who the recipients are for 2020 see the BMAA section in this Newsletter
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at

The entries, in three age categories, 5-8, 9-12 and 13-15, can be drawn, painted or computer generated.
Hard-copy versions can scanned and emailed to art@laa.uk.com
or posted to the Light Aircraft Association’s Turweston headquarters (Turweston Aerodrome, Nr
Brackley, Northants, NN13 5YD)
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UNIVERSITY GLIDING CLUBS
University gliding clubs offer students a fantastic start in gliding. Usually based at the local gliding club,
University clubs have excellent access to modern fleets of training aircraft and some of the larger
university clubs even have their own gliders and instructors. These clubs are often subsidised by the
university and offer very good rates on flying to help cash-strapped students into the air.
Each year there is an inter-Uni competition providing a focal point for all university glider pilots. The
competition rewards everything from going solo to doing a 500km racing task. And of course there are
also some fantastic evenings after the flying has finished!
Contact the BGA office and ask to be put in touch with their university gliding co-ordinator.
office@gliding.co.uk 01162 892956

GET HIGH VOLARE!
Tim Wiltshire says it’s not exactly ‘Operation Manna’, but we do what we can.
To this end, Get High Volare! have been providing home deliveries for nominated vulnerable people in
our area, of food and medication, whist also doing “odd jobs” that simply have to be done now (such as
leaking roofs, blocked drains, etc).

This activity has been centrally co-ordinated in co-operation with other local Charities, and has proven
very successful and immensely satisfying. On the plus side, it has also provided a fabulous opportunity
to raise our profile locally, and make people aware of what we are trying to do for the aspiring young
pilots from less well-off backgrounds.
Our quest to own our own airfield (a key goal that will ensure our existence in perpetuity), has had to be
put on hold for the common good, and our “Airfield Purchase Fund” is being used up to maintain our
delivery operations, as we firmly believe that people are more important than money.
We hope, that after all this is over, the Aviation Fraternity will help us raise the funds to replace this, so
that our dream of Richard Bach's “School for Perfection” can indeed become a reality.
In the meantime, enjoy the lovely weather, and remember... “it is always a lovely day above the clouds”.
The Kids Flying Charity “Get High Volare!” is really going places! (but they need more pilots...) once GA
flying restrictions are lifted.
In addition to their planned flying operations once we are able to fly again and socialise the aircraft
maintenance they already teach the kids they are launching their very own STEM outreach programme,
delivering Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics through an Aviation based syllabus,
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direct into the classroom. They have had a STEM programme for Primary School age children for some
time and responding to demand, now have a STEM programme ready for Secondary School age
children as well.

and should also boost recruitment, although they have already had such a huge response from their
Deprived Wards Outreach programme and are already struggling to cope.
They urgently need Flexwing pilots with sufficient experience to fly the kids. Experienced pilots with
over 200 hours will suffice, but could also do with a few Instructor Trainees or newly qualified instructors
to help them. Formal instruction is not in their remit, as that is the domain of the Flight schools, but they
do aim to provide “Air Experience Flying” that fundamentally covers all the same topics. Interested..?
Then give them a call on 07517 545046
All they need now is their own Airfield and will sustain the Charity in perpetuity. Get High Volare! are
working on this right now, so watch this space..........

THE AIR LEAGUE
The Air League has an App for young people to find out more about careers in aviation
http://www.airleague.co.uk/youthinaviation
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https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk

The RAF London museum is situated on what used to be RAF Hendon and holds over 95 aircraft in four
themed aircraft halls.
The museum at Cosford, acknowledged as one of the leading public attractions in the Midlands, displays
over 70 aircraft and is home to the National Cold War Exhibition.
Entrance is free with charges for some selected exhibition areas. Car parking charges apply.
From March 10:00am - 6:00pm last entry 5:30pm

MUSEUM NEWS
THE RAF MUSEUMS AT COSFORD AND LONDON ARE CURRENTLY CLOSED to
the public until further notice, in line with government guidelines aimed at
limiting the spread of Coronavirus. BUT……..

AND
They have suspended their telephone enquiry service so if you have a general enquiry about their
London site, please email: london@rafmuseum.org or Cosford please email: cosford@rafmuseum.org
A member of the team will answer your enquiry as soon as they can, but please bear in mind that it may
take them longer than normal to do so.
If you have booked a ticket for a Spitfire 360 Degree flight in Cosford, or Dambusters VR experience
or Spitfire Cockpit Tour in London please email etickets@rafmuseum.org so that they can issue you
with a refund. Please note that they will endeavour to refund you as quickly as possible, but it may take
up to 20 working days for this to happen.

RAF MUSEUM COSFORD
Although the RAF Museums are closed, they are determined to keep providing you with insights of their
collection and sharing inspiring stories of the history of the RAF.
Every week they will have a new theme and are using their Face Book pages to bring the some of their
Museum collection to everyone at home as well as histories of aviators, pioneers and events.
https://www.facebook.com/pg/rafmuseumcosford/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/rafmuseum/posts/?ref=page_internal
Regular messaging will also be placed on our social media channels under the tag @rafmuseum

SCAMPTON CHURCH AVIATION RAFFLE
This 'Special Aviation Raffle' will run during the Spring and Summer of VE year and will be drawn at The
Dambusters Inn Scampton on the evening of Friday 14th August 2020 by Wing Commander Bill Ramsey
(rtd), the captain of the last ever flight of the Avro Vulcan.
As it is VE75 year there are 75 chances to win a great prize. You could win a truly memorable
weekend away or one of a range of fantastic prizes that any aviation buff would love.
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RAF Scampton is one of the oldest RAF stations in the UK and is due to be decommissioned 2022. This
is a project to create a stunning RAF stained glass window at Scampton Church has been launched.
www.scamptonchurch.org/raf-stained-glass-window The window will create a lasting memory to all who
served in squadrons at the base, both in peacetime, during the two world wars and the cold war.
If you fancy a 3 day weekend away at the beginning of September for yourself and a friend, subject to
social distancing restrictions, have a look at the Scampton Church Aviation Raffle on behalf of the
Scampton Church RAF Commemorative Window. Lockdown should be over by then we hope...tickets
cost just a £1 each.
First Prize includes:
A guided tour of RAF Scampton Heritage Centre

A meet and greet with Wing Commander Parker (OIC RAF Scampton) - (operational commitments
permitting)
A tour of 617 Squadron Dambusters Hanger, & Guy Gibson's office
A photo shoot in a Red Arrows Hawk Jet
Have lunch in the Sergeants and Warrant Officers mess with its rich history, fine paintings and
memorabillia
PLUS overnight accommodation...and that's just the Friday! This is truly a VIP weekend that any
aviation buff will adore.
Second Prize includes:
A day at the Tornado F3 Experience
A stay for 2 at the Premier Inn, Chester
Third Prize includes:
A Spitfire Sim Experience
A stay for 2 at the 4* Goodwood Hotel
To buy tickets online www.scamptonchurch.org/aviationraffle
The 'dedicate a window pane' initiative is still running.
For more information please email: rafwindow@scamptonchurch.org
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http://www.airleague.co.uk

The Air League believes deeply in and champions aviation and aerospace and highlights their role in
security, technological innovation and their important contribution to British society and British economy.
Effort, commitment and regular events have been pivotal in shaping the entire aviation and aerospace
sector and driving debate and policy agendas as has encouraging and attracting the young bright minds
and talent of tomorrow via the ongoing provision of many Scholarships and Bursaries. The Air League
also works regularly with disadvantaged groups using aviation and aerospace as a gateway to lifechanging experiences and opportunities.

NEWS
THE YOUNG AVIATORS’ DINNER
It is with great regret that owing to the prevailing worldwide COVID-19 situation and official sources of
advice, the Chairman and Board of Trustees, along with the Chief Executive have concluded that the
most responsible course of action is to postpone the Young Aviators’ Dinner, which was to be held on
the 25th of April at the Royal Air Force Club. The Air League will do its utmost to reschedule the event to
a time when the risk to our members and guests has passed.
Also postponed is the Air League’s Honours and Awards Reception which was to be held at St
James”s Palace on Wednesday 24th June 2020.

AIR LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES
The Air League’s scholarship programme continues to play an important role in the UK’s aviation and
aerospace industries’ skills agenda. Due to the current situation we face with COVID-19, they are
naturally having to adjust some of the programme for 2020, though do intend to deliver the maximum
benefit they can to their scholars.
5 and 12-hour Flying Scholarships
Shortlisted scholars will be taking part in Skype Interviews and the timescales for scholarship completion
have been extended to Spring/Summer 2021 (subject to further review). The Air League will hopefully be
able to offer some residential courses in August/September 2020 (or in the Spring of 2021) but as a
back-up, they will ask all successful scholars to find an alternative, local flying training provider to
complete their hours with on a non-residential basis.
Flying Bursaries
Applicants for flying bursaries were informed at the end of March regarding the outcome of their
application. Completion deadlines for bursaries to be extended to May 31st 2021.
Gliding Scholarships
Applicants for Gliding Scholarships were contacted at the end of March regarding the outcome of their
application. At this point, the gliding scholarship course is still due to run in August 2020, however this
again will be subject to change.
Further scholarship and flying opportunities will be announced in due course
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COVID-19
The last two weeks or so has seen the cancellation of the Farnborough Air Show, The Royal
International Air Tattoo, as well as the RAF Cosford air show and the cessation of flying for many RAF
Air Cadets until further notice.
The Air League is concerned that a significant proportion of young people aged 13-18 will be unable to
access their career choices as a result of current disruption and this will have a considerable impact on
the number of applications to study at degree level or work in apprenticeships in the next few years.
Therefore the third sector, government, industry and the education system need to work together in a coordinated way across the UK to create opportunities, to engage young people to fill the damaging void
left by the cancellation of so many 2020 activities.”
The Air League is concerned by the impact of COVID-19 from a pilot training perspective, the scale of
the problem can only be estimated at the moment, though based on the 9/11 experience, this will last for
several years. The General Aviation (GA) community is the grass roots or lifeblood of aviation and
fundamentally important to the future of the industry and could largely collapse if not appropriately
supported. The GA sector is already under strain from airfield redevelopment plans which are
diminishing the capacity of the GA community. Pilot training is an essential role of GA and already the
UK struggles to produce enough pilots to meet demand.
THE AIR LEAGUE AND GA
The Air League has issued a statement looking at future skills development, support for GA and more
efficient methods of flying, points of discussion they believe will be vital to the future of flying in this
country.
““The General Aviation (GA) community is the grass roots or lifeblood of aviation and fundamentally
important to the future of the industry. It trains the pilots and aircrew needed to supply future growth
across the globe (estimated at 650k in the next 20 years).

“The Air League is concerned that this segment of the industry could largely collapse if not appropriately
supported. The UK’s aviation training companies’ aid exports through delivering pilots to many global
airlines and consideration should be given to supporting training institutions, in order to break the boom
and bust cycle of aviation training. The sector is already under strain from airfield redevelopment plans
which are diminishing the capacity of the GA community. Pilot training is an essential role of GA and
already the UK struggles to produce enough pilots to meet demand.
The Air League is concerned by the impact of COVID-19 from a pilot training perspective, the scale of
the problem can only be estimated at the moment, though based on the 9/11 experience, this will last for
several years.”
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UK & EASA AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
UK
The UK Government has published information on General Aviation flying (non-complex aircraft
including microlights, amateur built and historic aircraft, balloons, gliders, piston twins and singles up to
5,700kg maximum take-off weight and single pilot helicopters up to 3,175kg) during the current COVID19 restrictions which states that people should not take part in recreational flying during the current
coronavirus outbreak. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-recreationalgeneral-aviation

If you have recovered from Covid-19
https://www.caa.co.uk/uploadedFiles/CAA/Content/Standard_Content/Licences/COVID_exemption/covid
%20flow%20chart%20draft%20pdf%2027th%20march.pdf

WELCOME NEWS FOR ALL UK GA PILOTS
My SEP Rating Expires between 16 March and 31 Oct…. You can get an extension to your rating.

COVID-19

EXTENSION OF VALIDITY PERIODS FOR NATIONAL LICENCES,

RATINGS AND CERTIFICATES OF FLIGHT CREW MEMBER

ORS4 1376

(REPLACED BY ORS4 1378)
AND EXTENSION OF VALIDITY PERIODS FOR NATIONAL LICENCES, RATINGS
AND CERTIFICATES OF FLIGHT CREW MEMBER

EASA Part-FLC and PART-

MED ORS4 1374
The CAA is aware that training organisations and individual licence holders may have difficulties in
completing training and checking during the period of the COVID-19 infection and has republished (15th
April
2020)
the
extension
to
some
licence
privileges
documents
ORS4
1378.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1378.pdf which is for UK licences only. The CAA will keep
this Exemption under constant review and react as necessary to the circumstances which are expected
to change so information is applicable as on going to press.
BUT Pilots should be aware that as this exemption is provided to National Licence holders,
(replacing ORS4 1376) the CAA cannot confirm that Member States of EASA or other ICAO States
will accept the provisions after 45 days, which in accordance with provisions of the Chicago
Convention is the maximum provisions of alleviations normally accepted.
[The reference to 45 days covers the possibility that in the rare case where a state other than the UK
recognises a UK national licence, if the holder is operating under the terms of the ORS then the
extension granted by the ORS may not be recognised as it exceeds the ICAO maximum of 45 days
extension ]
Basically the process for extending rating validity is now the same for National and EASA
licences.
That is get a briefing/verbal quiz from a suitably qualified flying instructor/examiner, then get the
rating page signed to show the extension to 22nd November 2020.
If the briefing is done remotely then the examiner or 945 instructor will complete an SRG1100 and
send it to the candidate. Note that when November looms the experience claimed for revalidation
will be that gained in the appropriate period prior to 22 November 2020 and NOT the original
rating validity period.
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NB This briefing does not count as the dual flight with an instructor

FOR LAPL HOLDERS you now count back 32 months instead of 24, (until 22nd Nov 2020). The rest
of the revalidation methods for LAPL remain the same.
The published ORS4 1385 deals with the extension of validity and other time periods for EASA
licences, ratings, privileges, endorsements and medical certificates of aeroplane and helicopter pilots,
instructors and examiners. You should read the document fully and ensure a complete understanding
of the official document and not rely on the extract below.
The CAA exempts all aeroplane and helicopter pilots, instructors and examiners, for whom the CAA is
the Competent Authority, and wherever normal revalidation facilities are not available, from the
validity and other time periods of licences, ratings, privileges, endorsements and certificates issued in
accordance with Annex I (Part-FCL) and Annex IV (Part-MED) to Commission Regulation (EU) No
1178/2011 detailed below and subject to any conditions specified.
Relevant aeroplane and helicopter pilots are exempted from the standard validity or other time
periods of any of the following that expire on or after 16 March 2020 and before 31 October 2020,
which may be extended until the end of the validity period of this Exemption: 7 April 2020 until 22
November 2020, both dates inclusive, unless previously revoked: ie class ratings, type ratings and
instrument ratings, including the instrument rating (restricted), endorsed in Part-FCL pilot licences;
Rating(s) will need to be held on 16th March 2020 and during the validity period of this Exemption,
and the holder have received a briefing from an instructor (may be carried out remotely) who holds
relevant instructional privileges in order to refresh the required level of theoretical knowledge to safely
operate the applicable class or type and to safely carry out the relevant manoeuvres and procedures,
as applicable; and upon successful completion of the briefing the new expiry date of the relevant
rating and, if applicable, the language proficiency endorsement, shall be recorded in the normal way
appropriate to the licence held.
If you are the holder of an EASA licence which includes any of the following due to expire on or after
the 16 March 2020 and before 31 October 2020. The validity periods can be extended until 22
November 2020.
This covers Aeroplanes and Helicopters and the following i) Class, type and Instrument ratings ii)
Instructor and Examiner Certificates iii) Medical Certificates iv) LAPL recency requirement A number
of other privileges are also covered by this exemption.
What action do I need to take?
For Class, type and Instrument ratings and for the LAPL Recency period requirement, pilots require a
briefing by a suitable Instructor or Examiner before 31 October 2020 covering safe operations,
abnormal and emergency procedures. This can be completed remotely if necessary so that social
distancing requirements are not compromised.
LAPL holders only should then make an entry in their pilot logbook on the date of the briefing,
showing the name and licence number of the Instructor or Examiner. This will extend licence
privileges to 22 November 2020.
For Class / type or instrument rating validities, the Pilot must scan a copy of the Certificate of
Revalidation in the licence and send this to the Instructor or Examiner. They will then endorse this
with the date of the briefing, extending the privilege to 22 November 2020, before returning the
scanned copy back to the pilot. Where the Medical Certificate expires, the only action required is for
the holder to carry a copy of the exemption with the Licence/ Medical.
For full details see https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1385.pdf
120

EASA PART-MED MEDICAL CERTIFICATES:
If Your Medical or Rating expired before 16 March 2020 these measures do not apply, you need to
renew in the normal way.
My Medical expires between 16 March and 31 Oct 2020……. Your medical is deemed valid until 22
Nov 2020 but in the interim you must endeavour to get a medical booked.
Print off ORS4 1385 and carry with you if you fly
I’m using a Medical Declaration to fly……. You can fly until 8th Nov 2020 on your declaration. After
that you may need to get an EASA medical to fly.
Print off ORS4 1370 and carry with you if you fly
Exemption from the Requirement for Holders of Part-FCL Private Pilot Licences and Light
Aircraft Pilot Licences to hold an EASA Part-MED Medical Certificate when Operating EASA
Aircraft
This 7 month exemption from 3rd April 2020 is granted to allow UK EASA PPL (H&A) and LAPL (H&A)
holder to continue to operate UK EASA aircraft having made a medical self-declaration in order to
reduce demand on the AMEs during the on-going COVID-19 outbreak.(ORS4 No.1370)
The exemption applies to those who already hold a Pilot Medical Declaration (PMD) or have
applied for one before 8 April 2020.
ORS4 no.1370 says that UK-issued Part-FCL PPL/LAPL may be used with a PMD to fly EASA (and
non-EASA) aircraft provided that the PMD was declared before 8th April 2020.
Part-MED medical certificate holders must not have experienced a reduction in medical fitness in
accordance with MED.A.020;
Part-MED medical certificate holders who are under additional medical surveillance (e.g. by their AME
or the CAA) should continue to comply with the specified requirements (e.g. provision of reports)
imposed by their AME or the CAA. Failure to do so may invalidate their medical certificate and/or the
applicability of this exemption to them. If difficulties arise the certificate holder should contact their
AME who may need to be advised by the CAA.
To demonstrate compliance with Part MED aircrew should carry their (expired) medical certificate and
a copy of the exemption notice as part of their licence.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1370FINAL.pdf

PERSONNEL LICENSING SERVICE
All applicants are now required to apply via the CAA’s electronic application methods (CAA online
platform, eLicensing or email documents to licenceapplications@caa.co.uk ), and submit certified copies
of documents. Submitting a postal application or original documentation will result in delays in both
processing and despatching your documents.
Applicants who have misplaced or invalidated their licence are reminded that they are NOT covered by
ORS4 No.1354 https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1354.pdf and will therefore be required to
apply for a replacement licence.
IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR FLIGHT CREW LICENSING APPLICATIONS
Pilots should be aware that for some applications you are required to submit proof of identity (ID) to
support their applications. A certified copy or a passport or photo driving licence will be accepted.
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REGULATIONS FOR CREDITING OF FLYING HOURS
EASA PUBLICATIONS: ANNEX I TO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DECISION
2020/005/R AMC AND GM TO PART FCL, ISSUE 1 AMENDMENT 9
Hours flown on aeroplanes that are generally called microlights require the identical skills and
airmanship as traditional SEP aeroplanes. With this AMC1 the regulator (EASA) and the Authorities of
the Member States have acknowledged the contribution of the microlight movement and development to
the improvement of Aviation safety.
AMC1 FCL.140.A; FCL.140.S; FCL740.A(b)(1)(ii) Recency and revalidation requirements
All hours flown on aeroplanes or sailplanes that are subject to a decision as per Article 2(8) of the
Basic Regulation or that are specified in Annex I to the Basic Regulation should count in full towards
fulfilling the hourly requirements of points FCL.140.A, FCL.140.S, and FCL.740.A(b)(1)(ii) under the
following conditions: (a) the aircraft matches the definition and criteria of the respective Part-FCL aircraft
category, class, and type ratings; and (b) the aircraft that is used for training flights with an instructor is
an Annex-I aircraft of type (a), (b), (c), or (d) that is subject to an authorisation specified in points
ORA.ATO.135 or DTO.GEN.240
EC Reg 1178 defines aeroplanes in compliance with ICAO as: ‘Aeroplane’ means an engine-driven
fixed-wing aircraft heavier than air which is supported in flight by the dynamic reaction of the air against
its wings.” The AMC (Acceptable Means of Compliance) clarifies that a pilot flying any aeroplane or
sailplane listed in Annex I can credit the hours to his/her personal account for the validation of his EASA
license – LAPL A, PPL A and associated class ratings.
This means that hours flown on single engine piston aeroplanes below the mass thresholds of (e)
[ie microlights] in Annex I can be used to validate an EASA FCL based PPL A or LAPL A and its
ratings.
It does however, specifically exclude a microlight being used for the training flight that is
required.

DEROGATION FOR FAA LICENCE HOLDERS
The UK CAA have published ORS4 1365 which precludes the need for the holders of FAA certificates
exercising private licence privileges to complete UK Part-FCL conversion or validation of their certificates
in accordance with Regulation (EU) No. 1178/2011, Annex III, subject to the conditions (stated in
Appendix 1 of this document). These conditions reflect requirements that are expected to apply following
conclusion of the Bi-lateral Aviation Safety Agreement (BASA) currently under negotiation with the USA.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/1365.pdf
a.Individuals subject to this derogation, must make a Declaration using form SRG2140
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/SRG2140Issue3_Enabled.pdf
b.Any such Declaration is only valid up to 20 June 2021, unless revoked.
c.Previous Declarations cease to be valid by 20 June 2021, whichever expires the soonest.
d.Applicants must permanently reside in the UK.
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REGULATIONS UNMANNED AIRCRAFT – CAP1789
As a result of COVID-19 related disruption, the CAA announced their intention to delay the introduction
of the EU regulations for unmanned aircraft which were scheduled to come into effect on the 1st July but
have already incorporated several amendments to the EU UAS Implementing Regulation into an
updated edition of CAP 1789 ‘The EU UAS Regulation Package – Outline’. This provides updated
guidance based on revised information and policy developments since its original publication in June
2019.
It provides a simple explanation of the general intent behind the regulations and also includes a section
which aims to answer some of the most common questions and misunderstandings that the CAA has
received.
The implementation of the new regulations within the UK has now been postponed until 1 November
2020 at the earliest.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1789%20April%202020.pdf

SMALL

UNMANNED

AIRCRAFT

(SUA)

OPERATORS

HOLDING

A

VALID

CAA

PERMISSION
Are you on the list? http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20200116RptUAVcurrent.pdf

OTHER EXEMPTIONS
The CAA has published the following exemptions to support the industry through the COVID-19
outbreak:
ORS4 No 1352 - Part 147 Exemption for Basic Training Schools against the 90% Attendance
Requirement https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1352.pdf
ORS4 No 1353 - Theoretical Knowledge Examination Completion Period as required by Commission
Regulation (EU) 1178/2011 as amended https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1353.pdf
ORS4 No 1355 - Exemption in respect of the requirement to carry the original EASA Airworthiness
Review
Certificate
onboard
the
aircraft
during
all
flights
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1355.pdf
ORS4 No 1356 - BCAR Section L Licence (Aircraft Maintenance Licence) validity extension
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1356.pdf

GA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE CHECK FLIGHTS DURING COVID-19
The Government’s guidance permits essential maintenance activity to take place during the current
COVID-19 restrictions, and on this basis owners / operators of GA aircraft are permitted to conduct
aircraft maintenance flights on the following basis:
Maintenance flights and Post-maintenance check flights in accordance with CAP1038 are
permitted but must be kept to an absolute minimum in terms of both the number and the duration of
flights must be conducted in strict accordance with the approved maintenance or flight test profile.
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Ferry flights. Flights to or from maintenance facilities for essential maintenance are
permitted if such a facility is not available at the aircraft's current location. Flights are to be by the most
direct practical route with transits flown at no lower than 1,000 feet Above Ground Level (AGL).


Engine health flights. The main way of maintaining engine health during COVID
restrictions should be through winterisation or inhibition. Engine health flights are only permitted, where
required by the engine manufacturer or equivalent LAA/BMAA procedures for Permit-to-Fly aircraft.
Flights must follow those procedures and there must be a 4 week gap between flights. Each flight must
be no more than 30 minutes (or as recommended by the engine manufacturer in order to prevent
internal engine corrosion). Aircraft should aim to remain within the airfield circuit. Unless safety of
flight requirements dictate, the aircraft should not travel beyond a 10nm radius of its departure
aerodrome and no dynamic manoeuvring activity should be flown. Each flight should be at the
highest practical height to minimise to the noise impact on members of the public maintaining social
distancing, and not below 1,000ft AGL except for take-off, approach and landing. If the engine
manufacturer's instructions indicate that the engine only needs to be run at idle or at low power
whilst on the ground and no other essential maintenance is required, then no flight may be
performed.
Criteria for the conduct of these flights:


While the UK Government's social distancing policy is in place the owner or organisation
operating the aircraft must maintain a log of all the aircraft movements. As a minimum, this
must include the purpose of the flight, the aircraft registration, the pilot and their licence
number, the flight's date, time and duration. This log is to be kept and if required provided
immediately in electronic form to the CAA.



Only solo flights by fully qualified pilots are permitted. No other flights, including
instructional sorties are allowed. Aircraft must not be rented-out or flown for financial gain.



Aircraft must have a valid airworthiness certificate (CofA, Permit or Permit Flight Release
Certificate) before a maintenance, ferry or engine health flight can take place.



These provisions apply equally to UK-registered and non-UK registered GA aircraft
operating in UK airspace.



Any requests for exceptions to these provisions are to be submitted
to ga.ga@caa.gov.uk a minimum of 10 days in advance of the requested date of the flight.



At all times, the measures outlined by the UK Government to reduce the risk of the spread
of COVID-19, such as social distancing, personal hygiene and minimising travel remain
applicable, and pilots and operators undertaking flights on the basis permitted here must
observe these. Aerodrome operators must also ensure that such flights are coordinated so
that social distancing measures are not compromised at their location.

REVISION OF BALLOON AND SAILPLANE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS (PART-FCL)
Regulations on FCL for balloons (Part B-FCL) and Regulations on FCL for sailplanes (Part S-FCL) plus
the related AMC/GC (Acceptable Means of Compliance and Guidance Material)
For balloons and sailplanes, these new rules will apply from 8 April 2020 with a transition period of
12 months to full compliance by all Member States on 8 April 2021. These regulations include provisions
for the transfer of existing national licences and medicals, credits for training started under the old rules
and for training organisations.

SAILPLANES (EU) 2018/1976 sailplane pilot licences. See the BGA section in this Newsletter
BALLOONS (EU) 2018/395 See the BB&ASC section in this Newsletter
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PART M LIGHT
The long awaited AMC/GM for Part M-L, Part CAMO (Continuing Airworthiness Management
Organisation) and Part CAO (Combined Airworthiness Organisation) were published on 18 March. They
can be found here
https://www.easa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/dfu/Annex%20VI%20—
%20AMC%20and%20GM%20to%20Part-ML%20—%20Issue%201.pdf
All maintenance and airworthiness organisations now have all documents available to adapt their
structures and procedures according to these new rules.

BREXIT
Following the country’s exit from the EU on 31st January 2020, the UK is entering a transition period,
until 31st December 2020, during which EU law will continue to apply and the UK and its aviation sector
will continue to participate in the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) system while the future UKEU relationship on aviation is determined.
THE UK IS LEAVING EASA SO FROM 1ST JANUARY 2021 SO THE UK CAA WILL NO LONGER
ISSUE EASA LICENCES.
In addition the LAA has proposed to the UK CAA that they can assist with transferring EASA
Permit Aircraft to the LAA system and EASA ‘orphans’ could be transferred to UK National
Permit Status.
DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD the UK continues to be party to the EU Air Services Regulation
and mutual recognition provisions established under the EASA Basic Regulation. Existing agreements
between the EU and third countries, such as those relating to air connectivity and aviation safety, will
continue to include the UK. As a result individuals operating in the UK should see no change to
existing conditions during the transition period, which is due to end on 31 December 2020.
The future relationship between the UK and the EU on aviation safety will be negotiated during the
transition period and working on a Bilaterial Aviation Safety Agreement (BASA). EASA already has some
BASAs in place with other countries eg USA and Canada for airworthiness but not pilot licencing. There
is no information available about these talks and it appears there is no UK GA representation.
However, the CAA are providing information on a microsite to enable aviation organisations to make
their own decisions on how to prepare for these different scenarios https://info.caa.co.uk/brexit which will
be a central source of information for UK aviation and aviators about the actions they would need to take
to be prepared for the transition period ending with the UK no longer being an EASA participant and
without continued mutual recognition of safety certificates and licences.
Where a specific action is required, this will be underlined. The CAA will endeavour to keep this microsite
updated as new information is made available to them.
To be alerted to significant new information: subscribe to the EU exit category in the CAA’s SkyWise
alerting system http://skywise.caa.co.uk/
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GENERAL AVIATION REPORTING
As we are no longer EU citizens we will need to comply with border and customs controls if flying to
European countries for recreational or air sport competitions.
GAR forms need completing and submitting for both outbound and inbound UK flights AND if departing
from the EU a customs designated airport will be required, as well as for the inbound arrival. This may
entail additional route stops even if going from say Germany to France; having the correct
documentation for you, your aircraft and any passengers; checking local customs and immigration
procedures and how much notice you will need to give at each stop.
SERA : STANDARDISED EUROPEAN RULES OF THE AIR
SERA applies to every aircraft operating in EU airspace regardless of type or state of registration. But as
the rules do not cover all aspects of the Rules of the Air, Member States may keep supplementary rules
that complement SERA. They may also permit routine operations such as VFR flight at night, and grant
exemptions from SERA’s requirements.
The UK has decided to, for legal reasons, implement in full the SERA requirements which increases the
visability and distance from cloud for aircraft transiting Class D airspace and the UK's prior exemption
from SERA covering visibility and distances from cloud in Class D airspace for pilots flying under Visual
Flight Rules (VFR) will no longer apply. This means VFR flights in Class D airspace now need to comply
with SERA.5001 and you must be 1000ft vertically clear of cloud.
It will still be possible to ask air traffic control for a Special VFR clearance within a control zone if the
weather conditions require this.
Pilots flying into Class D airspace must maintain at least three statute miles visibility PLUS must remain
at least 1000 feet below clouds, 1,000 feet above clouds and stay 2,000 feet away from horizontal
clouds.
NOW THINK "3 C112s" (It used to be 3 x C152s) Each number in the phrase strands for a distance
(i.e., 3 stands for 3 statical miles; 1 stands for 1,000 feet above the clouds; 1 stands for 1000 feet below
the clouds,and 2 stands for 2,000 feet away from horizontal clouds).

EUROPEAN (EASA) AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/general-aviation

EXEMPTIONS FOR

LICENCES AND

MAINTENANCE

To help pilots deal with the current crisis, the European Commission has invited Member States to grant
exemptions using a template prepared by EASA. In respect of aviation safety, Regulation (EU)
2018/1139 (Basic Regulation) applies. Article 71(1) and (2) provides to Member States the
possibility of a derogation from implementing rules for up to eight months, subject to compliance with the
criteria and procedures set out.
In order to facilitate the submission of notifications under these provisions in the context of the COVID-19
outbreak, the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), in coordination with the Commission, has
developed a corresponding template. All Member States have used this template in order to grant
exemptions. These allow aircrews, maintenance engineers and air traffic control officers to extend their
licence for four to six months, subject to mitigating measures designed to ensure safety. Similar
notifications have been made in respect of airworthiness review certificates.
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A CHANGE IN EASA'S RULEMAKING POLICY
A change in EASA's rulemaking policy, away from broad public "NPA" (Notice of Proposed Amendment)
consultations towards "Accelerated Consultation Process" (AC), "Focused Consultations" (FC) and "Best
Intervention Strategy" (BIS) consultations.
These are open only for a limited group of stakeholders. The result is a smaller number of opportunities
for public influence. Fortunately, due to the far-sighted work of the EAS Board and EAS now has
several Board Members and Technical Officers selected to the various EASA Advisory Bodies which are
involved in the narrower AC/FC/BIS consultations. This ensures that the voice of GA and Sports
Aviation continues to be heard in EASA rulemaking.
As far as practicable, EAS now send most non-NPA Consultation requests to their membership for their
views, and try to include their views in EAS responses. By doing this they hope that the voice of GA and
Sports Aviation remains both broad and knowledgeable in its interaction with EASA.

NEWS OF REGULATIONS FOR CREDITING OF FLYING HOURS
EASA PUBLICATION OF ANNEX I TO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DECISION
2020/005/R AMC AND GM TO PART FCL, ISSUE 1 AMENDMENT 9
AMC1 FCL.140.A; FCL.140.S; FCL740.A(b)(1)(ii) Recency and revalidation requirements
All hours flown on aeroplanes or sailplanes that are subject to a decision as per Article 2(8) of the
Basic Regulation or that are specified in Annex I to the Basic Regulation should count in full towards
fulfilling the hourly requirements of points FCL.140.A, FCL.140.S, and FCL.740.A(b)(1)(ii) under the
following conditions: (a) the aircraft matches the definition and criteria of the respective Part-FCL aircraft
category, class, and type ratings; and (b) the aircraft that is used for training flights with an instructor is
an Annex-I aircraft of type (a), (b), (c), or (d) that is subject to an authorisation specified in points
ORA.ATO.135 or DTO.GEN.240
EC Reg 1178 defines aeroplanes in compliance with ICAO as: ‘Aeroplane’ means an engine-driven
fixed-wing aircraft heavier than air which is supported in flight by the dynamic reaction of the air against
its wings.” The AMC (Acceptable Means of Compliance) clarifies that a pilot flying any aeroplane or
sailplane listed in Annex I can credit the hours to his/her personal account for the validation of his EASA
license – LAPL A, PPL A and associated class ratings.
This means that hours flown on single engine piston aeroplanes below the mass thresholds of (e)
[ie microlights] in Annex I can be used to validate an EASA FCL based PPL A or LAPL A and its
ratings.

EASA PART-FCL CHANGES - SIGN UP FOR THE EAS NEWSLETTER
UK GA aviators can also keep up to date on European developments, which will still be applicable
to us till 1.1.2021, by subscribing (at no cost) to the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to
your inbox via the Europe Air Sports website which can be found at www.europe-air-sports.org
There is a wealth of information in their Newsletters and well worth receiving issues of the EAS
Newsletter direct to your inbox, which is completely free of charge. http://www.europe-air-sports.org
My thanks to European Air Sports Newsletter Editor Diana King for allowing précis of information
published from the bi-monthly EAS Newsletters.
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CAA CONSULTATIONS
Proposed Criteria for Assessing and Accepting the Airspace Change Masterplan
Your feedback is being sought on the criteria that the CAA proposes to use to determine whether to
accept the Airspace Change Masterplan into the Airspace Modernisation Strategy.
The proposed criteria are detailed in CAP 1887
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/policy-development/airspace-change-masterplancriteria/supporting_documents/CAP1887%20Proposed%20Criteria%20for%20Assessing%20the%20Airs
pace%20Change%20Masterplan.pdf
Consultation closes 27th May 2020

CAP632 EX-MILITARY AIRCRAFT:
OPERATION OF PERMIT-TO-FLY EX-MILITARY AIRCRAFT ON THE UK REGISTER
Edition 8 of CAP632, the comprehensive source of information containing rules and guidance pertaining
to maintaining and operating permit-to-fly ex-military aircraft on the UK register, is aligned with CAP403
Flying Displays and CAP1724 Display Standards Document which includes operational requirements
that an applicant for the issue of a Permit-to-Fly for an ex-military aircraft is required to meet.
All substantive revisions throughout this edition 8 are underlined red.
If you have any comments on or suggestions about this draft edition please send them to ga@caa.co.uk
with subject line CAP632 feedback.
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/permit-to-fly-ex-military-aircraft
Consultation closes on 12th June 2020

CAA RESPONSE TO SOME CONSULTATIONS
Parachuting CAP 660
Parachuting CAP 660 is a comprehensive source of information including rules, regulations and
guidance on legal requirements for parachuting operations and displays.
Of the 39 substantive change requests, 18 were implemented and 17 directly resulted in changes to
CAP 660 including

acceptable surface wind limits: inserted maxima for both student and experienced/display team
round parachutists.

minimum heights at which parachutists should have their main parachute open: inserted minima for
round canopy parachutists (except during displays), and for British Skydiving ‘C’ license holders or
equivalent using static line round parachutes during displays.

reserve parachute canopy: introduced a front mounted round reserve parachute requirement for
round canopy parachutists.
In relation to comments the CAA elected not to implement, 7 topics that need to be investigated more
deeply and so deferred them to either a separate document or the next edition of CAP 660. CAP 660 (5th
edition) sets out minimum standards which the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) will require to be satisfied
prior to the grant or renewal of parachuting Permissions and any related Exemptions; and to indicate the
CAA’s requirements for the conduct of parachuting operations.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%20660%20Parachuting%20March%202020.pdf
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FLYING DISPLAY AUTHORISATION STANDARDS DOCUMENT
The CAA received a total of 80 comments to the draft CAP 1724 from 14 respondents. All respondents
were from the Flying Display community including Display Pilots, Display Teams, Display Authorisation
Evaluators, and Flying Display Directors. Of the 57 substantive comments, 37% were implemented and
7 directly resulted in changes to the text. Another 12 were considered to be similar to changes already
made and 2 other substantive comments received were noted for future consideration.
CAP 1724 provides a single point of access to guidance for Display Authorised pilots (DAs) and Display
Authorisation Evaluators (DAEs) in areas such as preparation, standardisation and evaluations; and
contains regulatory guidance material to enable DAs/DAEs to perform their tasks, discharge their
responsibilities and maintain compliance with applicable aviation law.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1724_E2_Feb2020.pdf
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IS YOUR AERODROME UNDER THREAT?
Maypole Airfield: The airfield is looking for a buyer. Price guide £2,000,000. Further adjoining
agricultural land available and a detached single storey residence backing onto airfield is included.
Situated in North East Kent with a 700m grass runway (02-20), the airfield is 8 miles from the centre of
Canterbury, has customs facilities and is the nearest GA airfield to Calais (LFAC).
https://www.maypoleairfield.com
Retford (Gamston) is no longer being considered as a potential site for a Garden Village.

POSSIBLY GOOD NEWS
Manston: Thanet District Council recognises the existing use of Manston as an airport and a decision by
the Secretary of State over the development consent order to create a cargo hub at the Manston airport
site had been due on January 18. However, in a written statement to Parliament made by Nusrat Ghani,
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Transport, the outcome is now due to be announced on May
18. This may change due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Wycombe Air Park: The 2033 Local Plan has been adopted and results in the loss of a runway and
relocation of gliding activities.
NOT SO GOOD NEWS
Bourne Park demolition of buildings associated with Bourne Park Airfield and removal of existing airstrip
and outdoor storage areas leading to cessation of all aeronautical activity.
Scatsta development of 750 houses, a medical centre and employment units
Thurrock is being considered for housing development sites.
My thanks to John Walker for his latest 2020 UK Airfields under threat update:
Aerodrome
Andrewsfield

Current Status
Braintree, Colchester and Tendring Councils are jointly developing a Local Plan for
North-East Essex with an area including Andrewsfield aerodrome earmarked for a
garden community with ultimately 10,000 homes. The definitive Local Plan is the
subject of Public Examination with the Planning Inspector raising concerns about the
proposal which the Councils have addressed by a further public consultation and with
additional public hearings that ended on 30 January 2020.

Bourn

Site earmarked for some 3,500 homes in 2031 Local Plan adopted by South
Cambridgeshire District Council on 27 September 2018. A planning application for
the development has been submitted.
Planning application made on behalf of site owner to Test Valley Borough Council for
demolition of buildings associated with Bourne Park Airfield and removal of existing
airstrip and outdoor storage areas leading to cessation of all aeronautical activity.

Bourne Park

Cambridge

Marshall Group will be vacating the aerodrome by 2030 and relocate to Cranfield or
Wyton (see page 2) with Duxford being rejected as unsuitable. The Group has stated
its intent to the local authorities to put the site forward for development as part of the
next Local Plan from 2030.

Chalgrove

After a reassessment, site included in South Oxfordshire District Council draft 2034
Local Plan submitted for public examination on 29 March 2019 for a 3,000-home
development with a new runway for Martin-Baker Aircraft (MBA) operations. Homes
England (HE) the land owner has stated that they will use their CPO powers if current
negotiations about the development with MBA (their tenant) who wish to protect and
expand their operations, are unsuccessful.
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Aerodrome
Deenethorpe

Current Status
Site accepted under the Government’s Garden Village scheme for development with up
to 1,500 homes. East Northamptonshire Council approved the site masterplan on 15
October 2018 and a planning application for the development is expected soon.

Dunsfold

Planning application for mixed use development with 1,800 homes on site approved by
Waverley Borough Council on 14 December 2016 but called in for a Public Inquiry the
result of which was Central Government approval for the application on 29 March
2018. Protest groups appealed these decisions in the High Court but the Court rejected
these challenges on 5 November 2018. The development has now been granted
Government Garden Village status.

Elvington

York City Council definitive Local Plan submitted for Public Examination on 25 May
2018 with public hearings commencing on 10 December 2019 includes a development
of up to 3,330 homes occupying the middle section of the runway.
Planning application for 1,000-home Garden Village on site withdrawn on 10 February
2020 but is expected to be resubmitted later. An alternative scheme (“Fairoaks 2020”)
that retains the aerodrome, originally put forward by a local opposition group, has been
included in proposals from Unity Land LLP. Public consultation ended on 30 July
2018 on Surrey Heath Borough Council’s draft Local Plan options document which
states that for Chobham “Employment and Retail - Sets out that development at
Fairoaks Airport should be guided by a development brief / masterplan.”
MCR Property Group, the site owner, has apparently put the aerodrome up for private
sale at an asking price of £7.5 million. In September 2018 South Staffordshire
Council approved a Site Allocation Document expanding on the previously adopted
Core Strategy for their emerging Local Plan which states that the airport is allocated
and protected for employment purposes. The planned construction by MCR of 112
homes on south-west corner of site and aerodrome improvements including 3 new
hangars appears to have been abandoned.

Fairoaks

Halfpenny Green
(Wolverhampton
Business Airport)

Hullavington

Aerodrome site has been sold to Dyson Ltd who has renovated two existing Type D
hangars as research centres and obtained outline planning permission from Wiltshire
Council for a site wide masterplan excluding use of the main runway. A full planning
application to extend the runway and construct a private hangar was withdrawn on 1
November 2019.

Langar

Aerodrome currently occupied / operated by British Parachute Schools sold in January
2019 to the owner of Nottingham City (Tollerton) aerodrome (see entry on page 3).
Emergency runway 01/19 is being leased for the testing of experimental autonomous
cars.

Long Marston

Aerodrome is designated in Stratford-on-Avon Local Plan adopted Core Strategy for
housing and has Government Garden Village approval for which a planning application
has been submitted. Developer is Cala Homes in conjunction with site owner. See
entry for Wellesbourne

Manston

Examination period ended on 9 July 2019 into the application made by River Oak
Strategic Partners (who have now purchased the site) for a Development Consent
Order (DCO) to retain the aerodrome as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project.
The Planning Inspectorate has made a recommendation on the application to the
Secretary of State who has extended the deadline to make a decision until 18 May
2020. Thanet District Council definitive 2031 Local Plan submitted for Public
Examination on 30 October 2018 with hearings commencing on 2 April 2019
recognises the existing use of Manston as an airport and provides for the DCO process
to continue.

North Denes
(Yarmouth Heliport)

The aerodrome with two grass runways is for sale having been disused since 2015 on
the cessation of North Sea helicopter operations.

Nottingham City
(Tollerton)

With the support of the land owner, site earmarked for up to 4,000 homes in Local Plan
adopted by Rushcliffe Borough Council on 8 October 2019.
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Aerodrome
Old Sarum

Panshanger

Current Status
Site owner’s planning application for housing development and 10 additional hangars
refused on appeal in a Planning Inspectorate decision letter dated 11 July 2019. The
owner applied for a Judicial Review of this decision but the application was refused by
the High Court. In a letter dated 25 July 2019 the owner gave notice of the termination
of site licences from 31 October 2019 Aerodrome notified as closed without express
approval to all movements requiring a licensed or certified aerodrome and ATZ
withdrawn until 27 April 2020. Multi-year agreement reached with effect from 1
February 2020 for site to be used as a parachute centre and aerodrome notified
accordingly.
Homes England has bought the aerodrome site from Mariposa Investments. A public
consultation by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council ended on 1 April 2020 into
providing additional housing sites for the Local Plan which schemes preclude a
realigned grass runway to the north of previous runway 11/29 proposed in the current
draft Local Plan. An outline planning application to re-open the aerodrome has been
submitted.

Peterborough / Sibson

Huntingdonshire District Council submitted an unsuccessful bid for a 2,500 home
Garden Village on site. The Council subsequently withdrew their support for the
proposal but the site is still listed in the Council’s Housing and Economic Land
Availability Assessment.

Plymouth

FlyPlymouth, a local social enterprise aerodrome support group, plans to reopen the
aerodrome and start regional airline services. Sutton Harbour Group, the site lease
holder, have proposed a mixed-use development although the adopted Plymouth City /
South-West Devon Joint Local Plan retains the site for aviation use at least until the
first 5-year review of the adopted Plan.

Redhill

Tandridge District Council public consultation on four potential Garden Village sites
including Redhill ended on 9 October 2017. The definitive 2033 Local Plan submitted
for Public Examination on 18 January 2019 with hearings ending on 28 November
2019 has ruled out the site for a Garden Village and allocated it protected status as an
Important Employment Site. The current draft Tandridge Local Plan earmarks the
aerodrome for employment purposes and notes that the site is within the Green Belt
with a high risk of surface water flooding. Part of the site is within the boundary of
Reigate and Banstead Borough Council whose Local Plan proposal to safeguard the
site for housing has been rejected by the Planning Inspector examining the plan.

Scatsta

Due to close in July 2020 as a result of off-shore oil and gas industry flight operations
being transferred to Sumburgh.

Thurrock

Thurrock Council have issued to the landowner’s agent a Scoping Opinion on an
Environmental Impact Assessment for development of 750 houses, a medical centre
and employment units on aerodrome site.

Wellesbourne
Mountford

Stratford-on-Avon District Council Core Strategy stated policy is to “Retain and
support the enhancement of the established flying functions and aviation related
facilities at Wellesbourne Airfield”. The Council have rescinded the owner’s permitted
development rights and have initiated negotiations for an agreed purchase of the site
whilst also taking CPO action to acquire the site. £1.125 million has been set aside in
the Council’s 2019 / 2020 budget to fund the CPO action. Under a MoU dated 30
August 2019 between the Council and the site owners, the CPO action has been
suspended for up to a year to allow the owners to propose limited development of the
site whilst retaining the aviation facilities with some of the tenants being offered
continued occupancy of the site to cover the period of the MoU.

Wycombe Air Park

Site lease holder (Helicopter Aircraft Holdings Ltd) has agreed new leases with the
land owner, Wycombe District Council. The Council’s adopted 2033 Local Plan
provides for an industrial / warehousing complex on south-western part of the site
requiring shortening of runway 35 and relocation of gliding activities to the north, for
which changes a public consultation has been held.
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MoD Sites
Abingdon Aerodrome
2024/25

Alconbury 2019
Brawdy 2024

Colerne 2025
Dishforth 2031

Halton Aerodrome
2022

Henlow 2023

Linton-on-Ouse 2020

Mildenhall 2027
North Luffenham
2022

Scampton 2022
Spitalgate 2024

Swanton Morley
2031
Tern Hill 2025

Wethersfield 2025
Wyton Aerodrome
2019

The following MoD aerodrome sites are planned for disposal in the years
indicated:
Site earmarked for Garden Village style development with 1,200 homes in Vale of
White Horse District Council 2031 Local Plan Part 2 adopted by the Council on 9
October 2019. Under the Plan, the development area is restricted to the south of the
old runway 08/26.
Major part of site already being developed with 5,000 homes.
Cawdor Barracks. Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) have submitted site for
mixed use development for the review of 2033 Local Development Plan 2 by
Pembrokeshire Council but this is not included in the draft Plan issued for public
consultation ending on 18 March 2020.
Aerodrome was originally expected to be sold in 2018. Local business interest in
maintaining the aerodrome for aviation purposes.
Aerodrome site being disposed of but not included for development in the 2035
Harrogate Borough Council Local Plan adopted by the Council on 4 March 2020 but
site is expected to be considered during first review of the adopted Plan.
The DIO future vision document for RAF Halton and the Aylesbury Vale District
Council’s definitive 2033 Local Plan do not include the aerodrome site for any
development. Public Examination hearings of the Local Plan ended on 20 July 2018.
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE. Site
earmarked for mixed use / specialist employment development in Central Bedfordshire
Council draft 2035 Local Plan Part 2 submitted for Public Examination on 30 April
2018 with public hearings ending on 25 July 2019.
Under the Services out sourcing agreement with Ascent, basic fixed wing flying
training will be conducted at RAF Valley in Anglesey rendering Linton-on-Ouse
surplus to MoD requirements.
The Forest Heath (now part of West Suffolk) District Council Vision & Prospectus
document for the site retains the aviation facilities including the runway.
DIO / Rutland County Council public consultation on Garden Village proposal for site
ended on 15 June 2018. After further public consultation the proposed development
will be included in the emerging 2036 Local Plan. Project accepted under Government
Garden Village programme.
The resident Red Arrows display team are due to relocate to either of RAF Leeming,
RAF Waddington or RAF Wittering.
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks. Future of the site being progressed by a
partnership between the DIO and HE. Site earmarked for a Garden Village style
settlement in South Kesteven District Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the Council
on 30 January 2020.
Robertson Barracks. There is no reference to the closure of the Barracks in the
definitive Breckland Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the Council on 28 November
2019.
Clive Barracks. Shropshire Council strategic site consultation ending on 9 September
2019 includes a 750 home mixed use development of the Barracks site leaving the
airfield intact.
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE with a
new prison and housing being considered.
DIO has a Land Sales Delivery Partnership Agreement with property developer Crest
Nicholson and proposed a 4,500-home development on site which is not included in
the Huntingdonshire District Council adopted 2036 Local Plan but is in the Council’s
Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment. Marshall Group is considering
relocating from Cambridge (see page 1) to the site.
Planning application for up to 700 homes on north-west part of site withdrawn on 5
February 2020 pending sponsor review of plans.
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Individual Membership of the Royal Aero Club
The Royal Aero Club co-ordinates and represents all forms of air sports and recreational air activity in the
United Kingdom. Its officers and volunteers from all branches of the sport are fighting to protect our
pursuits from the increasing pressures of legislation and restriction, from local, national and international
bureaucracy. We also endeavour to create a positive image and encourage participation for all air sports.
Needless to say, all this costs money and the more there is, the more effective we can be. To this end we
are asking you to join the Royal Aero Club as an individual member to help us preserve this unique form
of leisure and to strengthen your connection with aviation.
By joining the Royal Aero Club your £18 annual subscription will be valuable in helping to protect your
right to pursue your hobby. Your active participation would be even more welcome. Member benefits
include a quarterly newsletter and the use of the Royal Aeronautical Society premises.
For further details, or to pay the subscription by standing order, please contact:
The Royal Aero Club, Chacksfield House, 31 St Andrew’s Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE
Tel 0116 2440182 Fax 0116 2440645 email secretary@royalaeroclub.org. Or visit our website at
www.royalaeroclub.org

ROYAL AERO CLUB INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
Please do not return this form if you pay by standing order

I wish to become an individual member of the Royal Aero Club. I enclose my £18
subscription for the year.
Total payment enclosed: …………………………
Name …….…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address ….…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………..………………………………………………… Postcode ………………………………
Tel ………………………………. Email ……………………………………….…………………
My aviation interests are
………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
Please return to:
The Secretary, Royal Aero Club, Chacksfield House, 31 St Andrew’s Road,
Leicester, LE2 8RE

