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David Monks RAeC Chairman

By the time this goes to print, the 2019 Award winners will be in receipt of their notifications letters. My
congratulations to each of you. We are fortunate to be able to confirm the attendance of Red Arrows OC,
Wing Commander Andrew Keith to present the awards. Just a reminder, the ceremony takes place on
Tuesday 19th May, 2020 at the RAF Club in London and tickets are now available from David Phipps.
In the last newsletter, I reported the RAeC had formed a working group to present our financial
proposals to FAI in response to their proposed budget to plug the financial hole for 2020. You may
recall, our observations were presented to the Secretary General in Switzerland in last November.
Rob Hughes, FAI VP & Chairman BMAA, and I both attended the General Conference in December in
Lausanne taking with us the an alternative budget proposal should the FAI budget not be accepted for
the forthcoming year. Prior to the Conference, the general feeling amongst the members was that the
FAI proposal was not acceptable. The main reasons were the proposed revenue generating ideas that
amounted to nothing more than taxes due to the loss of revenue from sponsorship, principally, the Red
Bull Air Race and Breitling. It didn't really help that the initiative of central events had a short fall of
500,000 CHF in revenue last year with nothing forecast for 2020. An example of one of the initiatives
from FAI was the proposed administration fee on sporting licenses which for the RAeC alone would be
an additional £18,000.00 per annum.
When it came to approving the budget for 2020, FAI President, Bob Henderson's approach was to
present the FAI budget line by line to the Conference. My good friend, Russian delegate, Sergey
Ananov, proposed a 10% increase in membership fees which appeared to be acceptable to the
membership. The UK took the opportunity to join the debate and proposed to adopt this proposal and
proposed an amendment proposing the RAeC alternate budget which adopted all the savings proposed
in the FAI budget, and excluded any additional income from proposed taxes and some further savings to
administrative expenses.
This was supported and accepted by 83% of the represented membership and has been adopted as the
FAI budget for the coming year. The Secretary General, Susanne Schödel, resigned from her post by
mutual agreement the following day. The welcomed savings to the salary budget will certainly assist the
organisation for this year. You will probably have read the Sports Director, Markus Haggeney has been
appointed acting Secretary General.
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The organisation clearly needs some financially capable people on the Board, worryingly the previous
Financial Director stated during the GC that it was not all about money but about passion and the
incoming FD, Mary Anne Stevens, advised me she does not believe that we are running a business!
However, she has already requested the assistance of Patrick Naegeli and David Roberts. The RAeC
has offered and will continue to offer our support to Markus Haggeney and Bob Henderson.
The Council Members of The Royal Aero Club are holding the annual single subject meeting which is an
informative event with the aim of providing a seminar to members on a subject that may either be
interesting or topical to the associations. This year’s meeting will be held at the BMFA National Centre
near Buckminster. Past subjects include insurance and GDPR, which was very well attended. This
year’s meeting subject is WADA (World Anti Doping Agency) and UKADs (UK Anti Doping) Director of
Strategy for UKAD, Emily Robinson is going to present to members on the subject and how it impacts
our competitors in the air sport environment. The meeting is planned for June/July with the date to
follow.
The better weather will soon be upon us and I wish all a memorable flying season.

David Monks
Chairman, The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom

2

jude@royalaeroclub.uk

FROM YOUR EDITOR

Brilliant blue skies, cloud base down to the ground and winds whipping down trees, fences and making
flying, take-offs and landings rather interesting ….. welcome to the new decade of 2020.
The 2 RAeC Newsletter formats, the smaller version which your Air Sport association secretary should
be emailing to you, and the full online version available on the RAeC website are again available this
issue. If you are not being emailed the mini version, please ask your Air Sports Association secretary to
do so or, if you do not have internet access, please ask RAeC General Secretary Dave Phipps to send
you your printed copy by snail mail.
Fantastic that a stalwart of General Aviation, the RAeC and Air Sports has been recognised in 2020’s
New Year’s Honours, many congratulations David Roberts.
Please email Newsletter contribution articles, information and jpegs (labelled please) to
jude@royalaeroclub.uk. Also jpegs for future RAeC Newsletter front covers. Where I have used
information from websites and other sources I have taken that, as usual, this will be with your blessing,
with photographs are credited where known.
My thanks to Paul Tallet and Mark at Progression Marketing for setting the front cover of this Winter
issue and to for Ashley Hackett for permission to use his photograph.
Wishing you safe flying and blue skies.

Jude Wordsworth
For further information on any items contained in this Newsletter, please contact the RAeC Office at 31 St
Andrew’s Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE or on 0116 244 0182 or at secretary@royalaeroclub.co.uk
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The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom (RAeC) is the national co-ordinating body for Air Sport in
the United Kingdom.
Today its principal roles is to co-ordinate, promote and protect all forms of recreational and competitive
air sport in the UK, represent UK air sport internationally and has a major role in setting technical
standards, negotiating with international official bodies and, in consultation with our member
organisations, appoint UK delegates to the various Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI)
Commissions.

RAeC NEWS
DAVID ROBERTS OBE
We are absolutely delighted to announce that David Roberts, a former Chairman of the Royal Aero Club,
and a leader in the national and international representation of sporting and recreational aviation, has
received an OBE in the New Year’s Honours List.
My thanks to Patrick Naegeli for his superb write-up of David’s tireless GA activities.
David is most deserving of a public honour. His aviation CV is remarkable - and includes a myriad of
roles at local, national and international levels. For more than 25 years, he has devoted his life to the
full-time, entirely voluntarily service of gliding, air sports more widely, and general aviation.
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David’s aviation career started close to home. He led and managed his local gliding club - increasing
membership, extending accessibility and participation, and delivered long-term investment in club
infrastructure and facilities for youth and pilots with disabilities.
His commitment and talent were recognised and he served on the Executive Committee of the British
Gliding Association, including in the most senior roles of Vice Chairman and Chairman. Under David's
leadership, the BGA developed into the UK's most successful and well run air sports body, with a clear
development plan for the continued growth of participation in gliding.
He also initiated a number of safety-related initiatives that have been shown to have saved the lives of
many glider pilots over the years. It was natural that David’s talents would extend beyond gliding into
other areas of sporting and recreational aviation.
Because UK General Aviation benefitted from arguably the most well-balanced and flexible regulatory
regime in Europe, British recreational aviators had potentially the most to lose from the flood of new
regulations arising from the transfer of authority from national to European jurisdiction. Thus British
leadership of the official representative body in Europe (Europe Air Sports) was of key importance and
under David’s presidency much was achieved.
Some examples of his specific work include:
● He personally presented the case for more proportionate and realistic European maintenance
regulations, leading to very significant revisions.
● He made a leading contribution to the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) working group that
addressed the framework for lighter regulation generally.
● In 2007 he presented EAS’ views on regulation to the European Parliament and Commission Forum.
The outcome was a Commission paper on a “Sustainable Future for General and Business Aviation”.
● He personally drafted a seminal paper for the EASA Management Board on the future of General
Aviation.
● He was a member of the group that produced the General aviation Safety Strategy paper in 2012,
which was subsequently endorsed by EASA and which led directly to a beneficial change of approach by
EASA towards the regulation of General Aviation.
The above work and many other initiatives led by David, or in which he took part, was greatly to the
benefit of the General Aviation community across Europe, but nowhere more so than in the UK where,
absent the efforts in which David played such a leading role, the worsenment of the regulatory regime
would have been profoundly damaging.
Additionally, he has also played an active part in the following important UK based activities:
● From 2002 to 2007 he was Chairman of the National Pilot Licensing Group, for administration of the
new National Private Pilots Licence scheme.
● In 2005 and 2006 he took part in the UK Civil Aviation Authority’s Strategic and regulatory Reviews of
General Aviation.
● From 2007 to 2014 he was a member of the UK Civil Aviation Authority’s General Aviation Strategic
Forum.
● For many years from 2010 he was a member of the UK Civil Aviation Authority’s Safety Regulation
Finance Advisory Committee.
David has never taken a penny in compensation for his work, has worked on a greater than full-time
basis for best part of 25 years, and never sought any form of recognition. 80,000 participants in UK air
sports owe him an enormous debt of gratitude.
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A very well deserved honour and once again our congratulations, David, enjoy!

FACEBOOK
If you aren’t already following and liked our RAeC FaceBook page
https://www.facebook.com/1129595953719600/posts/2985832231429287?sfns=mo

checkout

2019 RAeC MEDALS AND AWARDS CEREMONY
Date for your diary the Ceremony for the presentation of 2019 Awards will take place at the RAF
Club on Tuesday 19th May, 2020. Wing Commander Andrew Keith, Red Arrows OC, will medals
and present the awards. Tickets are now available from David Phipps, Secretary General RAeC,
secretary@royalaeroclub.co.uk
Recipients will be reported in the Spring (May) issue of this Newsletter.

RAeC UK Delegate to the FAI Environmental Commission (EnvC)
Jeff Zaltman, CEO of Air Race E based on its sister racing formula Air Race 1, is set to become the
RAeC UK Delegate to the FAI Environmental Commission (EnvC) which studies all air sports interaction
with parts of the environment, considering air, land, sea, water, scenic views, wildlife and vegetation.
A Diploma was established by the FAI in 2013 following a proposal by the FAI Environmental
Commission, the Angelo D’Arrigo Diploma, and is awarded to individuals or organisations that have
contributed significantly to the defence of and respect for the environment affected by air sports. The
activities may include: scientific research, private, public or commercial events and activities, developed
or promoted directly by Pilots, sport flying Clubs, NACs or Public or Private bodies eg Small and Medium
Enterprises.
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For more information on Air Race E and Formula Air Race 1, which is a fast multi-plane race on a
closed-circuit around six pylons, just meters above the ground and faster than any land-based sport, see
the FARA section in this Newsletter.

ROYAL AERO CLUB

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Our thanks to David Wise for his informative calendar of events which is available on the RAeC website
http://events.royalaeroclub.org/eventuk.htm
Events are always subject to change, rescheduling and cancellation and some are subject to NOTAMs
or Information Circulars (AICs) ALWAYS CHECK BEFORE SETTING OUT

RAeCT
The Trust seeks to expand the Management Board in order to freshen its activities and management
and, ultimately, to appoint additional trustees. RAeC Member and Associate organisations are asked to
give this initiative maximum publicity amongst its members and to encourage members to apply to join
the Trust management board.
See the RAeCT section in this Newsletter for more information.

FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2020
“Flying Yesterday and Tomorrow” was the theme for the FAI’s Aviation Art Contest 2019. The Light
Aircraft Association facilitated the UK competition in association with the Royal Aero Club, Pilot
magazine and the Guild of Aviation Artists, with the winning UK entries will be forwarded to the global
FAI Young Artists Contest 2019 before the 1st April deadline.
Full details on the UK entries are in the LAA section of this Newsletter

SPORTING LICENCES 2020

World Record and International Competitions

We recommend that your application to your air sport association is done at least four weeks before the
event in which you wish to take part AND that you check the FAI Database to make sure your details are
registered, and registered correctly. http://old.fai.org/about-fai/fai-sporting-licences There is also a move
by the FAI to introduce a per person licence tax. Watch this space for developments.

INTERESTED IN AEROBATICS? WANT TO SUPPORT BRITISH AEROBATICS?
TO SUPPORT TEAM GB?
BA’s membership is not just about being a pilot competitor, but about supporting British Aerobatics so
membership includes judges, officials and aerobatic enthusiasts too.
All are welcome and encouraged to join and support British Aerobatics and memberships is just £25 so
please encourage anyone you know who wants to support aerobatics to do so as well.
See British Aerobatics in this Newsletter for more details

BMAA & LAA MERGER
Both organisations will have differences in the way they do things and even though all aviation
enthusiasts, and many are pilots, are negotiating to build one organisation that better serves pilots and
aircraft owners and brings them all, hopefully, happily, together.
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What is excellent news is that BMAA and LAA CEO’s have not only saved all employees jobs but have
identified opportunities for efficiency gains, developing new and under-developed areas and ways to
take “best practices” forward. Still lots to talk and agree about and we wish them all the best for the
future.

CORNWALL AVIATION TRUST’S MUSEUM AT NEWQUAY
The Vintage Aircraft Club (VAC) were very fortunate to receive a 1913 Eastbourne Monoplane replica
fuselage from Brooklands Museum last Autumn.
Constructed in 2009 and now surplus to requirements Brooklands hoped that there would be an
opportunity for the fuselage, constructed from the original plans, to be used in some way for young
people.
The VAC had been looking for a project along these lines and they are pleased to say that, with thanks
to Pete White VAC member, Cornwall Strut Chairman and a director of Bodmin Airfield, the monoplane
is now in the Cornwall Aviation Trust’s Museum at Newquay.

Eastbourne Monoplane at CAHT (photo CAHT)

Installed in a work bay, with viewing for visitors on three sides, young people of school age will be
working on the project along with the Cornwall Strut with Pete White as Project Manager. The VAC looks
forward to seeing more young people being introduced to aeronautical engineering and design through
this initiative.
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY - TUESDAY 19TH MAY, 2020
The RAeC has been invited to nominate 4 guests to attend one of Her Majesty's garden parties at
Buckingham Palace on Tuesday 19 May 2020 and has asked RAeC member associations to forward
nominees

OTHER NEWS & INFORMATION
THE ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON GENERAL AVIATION
(APPG-GA) https://generalaviationappg.uk
A meeting was held in Westminster Hall on 7th January 2020 to re-appoint Chairs and Officers ready for
the new Parliament after a pause for the General Election
Mark Pritchard, continuing as Chair said "It is good to be back after the election period and I know
members are keen for the group to pick up where it left off late last year. It was fantastic to see several
new MPs at our first meeting; it shows there is an appetite to continue supporting GA in the new
Parliament. I look forward to working with members to support the Government's objective of making the
UK the best country in the world for General Aviation."
If you haven’t been a regular reader of the Newsletter then you may well be asking who is the APPG-GA
and what do they do, and importantly what can they do for us in General Aviation.
The General Aviation All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG-GA) promotes the objective, as set out by
British Government, of making the United Kingdom the best country in the world for General Aviation,
and to stimulate interest in the sector.
Their goal is to ensure that General Aviation inspires both current and future generations to take up
science, technology, engineering and mathematics, thereby creating high-tech jobs and growth in all
nations and regions of our economy. In order to achieve this objective, the All-Party Parliamentary
Group believes that a network of General Aviation airfields must be protected and enhanced by the
government.
Our own RAeC Council member Matthew Bolshaw is the APPG-GA’s point for public enquiries.

You can contact him via Matthew@GeneralAviationAPPG.uk
One of the ways we can assist this is to educate our own MP’s not matter which Party they represent
as the APPG-GA is an across Party and both Houses Group.
Download the Educate your MP pack here
https://generalaviationappg.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/GA-Campaign-Pack-final.pdf
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The APPG-GA has now attracted a record 208 parliamentary members, including 28 Privy Councillors,
16 former Cabinet ministers, 4 former Transport Ministers and one current Party Leader, reflecting the
importance attached to promoting jobs and growth through General Aviation in Great Britain and
Northern Ireland today by this current Parliament.
To see who they are, and if your MP is a member: https://generalaviationappg.uk/parliamentarymembers/
Working Groups for the APPG-GA include: Airfields; Airspace; Tax & Regulations and Heritage to
name but a few.
The minutes of this inaugural meeting highlight suggestions as to future activities which include:

looking to continue to hold educational trips throughout the coming year

preparing for a summer reception in parliament for stakeholders

visiting Newquay Airport and Welshpool Airport as a busy GA hub and air ambulance base

visiting regional airports with the objective of promoting the link between aviation and STEM as the
APPG could have role in spreading best practise and skills and training are key parts of regional airport
business

funding for pilot training must be looked at as lack of available financing is the major reason for the
lack of diversity in the aviation industry

pledging support for BALPA for tacking pilot training VAT cuts

and Drones

DRONES
As from 30 November 2019 anyone responsible for a drone or unmanned aircraft (including model
aircraft) weighing between 250g and 20kg will need to register as an operator. The cost for this will
be £9 renewable annually.
Anyone flying a drone or unmanned aircraft (including model aircraft) weighing between 250g and
20kg will need to take and pass an online education package. This is free and renewable every
three years. Register and take the online education package at register-drones@caa.co.uk or if you
are a member of the following organisations

British Model Flying Association (BMFA)

Scottish Aeromodellers’ Association (SAA)

Large Model Association (LMA)

ARPAS-UK or

FPV UK

you will not need to register as an operator with the CAA system if they are a paid up member.
The associations will collect the registration fee from members directly and supply their data to the CAA.
This will take place initially by 31 January 2020 and an exemption from the need to register will be put
in place by 30 November 2019 to cover association members.

SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT (SUA) OPERATORS HOLDING A VALID CAA
PERMISSION
Are you on the list? http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20200116RptUAVcurrent.pdf
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“THE EUROPEANISATION OF BRITISH DEFENCE PROCUREMENT IN THE
COLD WAR: THE RAF AND THE PANAVIA TORNADO”
A FULLY FUNDED PhD HISTORY SCHOLARSHIP AT LANCASTER UNIVERSITY
Applications are being invited for a fully funded (academic fees and maintenance stipend) AHRC
NWCDTP Collaborative Doctoral Award Studentship to research, write, and complete a dissertation on
the project “The Europeanisation of British Defence Procurement in the Cold War: The RAF and the
Panavia Tornado”.
This is a joint-project between Lancaster University and the RAF Museum.
The PhD student will be supervised by Dr Marco Wyss (first supervisor) and Dr Thomas Mills (second
supervisor) (Lancaster University), as well as Dr Harry Raffal (RAF Museum).
In making use of the RAF Museum’s collections, as well as national, specialised, and business archives,
the student will have the fascinating and challenging opportunity to explore Britain’s political, economic,
and strategic rationale and role in the multinational European co-operation, which produced the Panavio
Tornado multirole combat aircraft.
The PhD student will be someone with an excellent background in History (ideally at both undergraduate
and postgraduate level), and a good understanding of Military, International, and/or Economic/Business
History, and will be provided with a workplace both within the Department of History and the RAF
Museum, and will become a full member of Lancaster University’s Centre for War and Diplomacy.
The studentship consists of the payment of academic fees (at the standard RCUK rate) for 3.5
years; a maintenance stipend (£15,009, in 2019/20) for 3.5 years; access to a Research Training
Support Grant (RTSG) fund for research related expenses, including conference attendance and
fieldwork expenses; access to Overseas Institutional Visits (OIV) and Placements; and access to a
Cohort Development Fund (CDF) to support the wider cohort of doctoral students, in organising events
such as conferences, workshops, public engagement events, etc.
For informal enquiries about this studentship, please get in touch with Dr Marco Wyss
(m.wyss@lancaster.ac.uk ).
Formal applications should be emailed to Ms Rebecca Sheppard (r.sheppard1@lancaster.ac.uk ) by
29 February 2020 enclosing a covering letter, curriculum vitae, an academic writing sample
(dissertation, essay, or similar of maximum 5,000 words), and the names and contact details of two
academic referees.

WINNERS OF THE RAeS ELECTRIC AIR RACE DESIGN CONTEST
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The 2019 RAeS competition was to design a single pilot electric air-racer, inspired by Air Race E’s new
competition starting up in 2020.
The results were announced at the Royal Aeronautical Society’s annual Light Aircraft Design
Conference on Electrifying General Aviation on 18 November 2019.
A packed audience included His Excellency Tadej Rupel, Slovenian Ambassador to the UK, there to
celebrate an award to a Slovenian team with Steve Slater, CEO of the Light Aircraft Association
presenting the awards to……..
See the RAeS section in this Newsletter to find out

RAeS AEROCHALLENGE 2020

4TH MARCH 2020 10.00-16.00

Organised by the RAeS Young Persons Committee this is the perfect opportunity to put your aero
knowledge & skills to the test. The Aerochallenge will cover topics such as: British Aerospace Industry,
Airlines and Operations, Space, Aeronautical Discipline, Current Affairs, Aircraft Recognition and the
Royal Aeronautical Society.
Teams are made up of 4 contestants but if you would like to attend as an Individual, please book as an
Individual Entry and the RAeS will allocate you to a team when you arrive at the venue.
Register your team of four by 19 February. Multiple teams can represent the same organisation. This
event is free to attend and lunch/refreshments will be provided.
Venue: Royal Aeronautical Society HQ, No.4 Hamilton Place, London, W1J 7BQ 10.00-16.00
To register your team member names and organisation, please contact conferences@aerosociety.com

NEW VERSION 2 “SKYWAY CODE” CAP 1535
The “Skyway Code” is designed to provide private pilots with easy, quick access to the key information
they need. It includes covering the regulations and examples of radio phraseology, tables to work out
crosswind components and ground marshalling signals.
It is available in 3 formats: PDF for easy printing or with easy navigation for on-screen use
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1535_Skyway_Code_V2_PRINT.pdf
Or a printed version purchasable from AFE Online: https://www.afeonline.com/shop/the-skyway-codev2-cap-1535

RAeS CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2020
Are you studying for an MEng or PhD in an aero-related course? If so you may be eligible to apply for
the Centennial Scholarship Fund. The 2020 deadline for applications is 31 May 2020; for more
information on eligibility requirements and how to apply see the Bursaries, Scholarships and Funds
section in this Newsletter

The Winner of the Chance to be a Jet Fighter Pilot for a Day!
was …….
See the British Aerobatic Association section in this Newsletter to find out who the lucky recipient
was and read their report on the experience.
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CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) RISK IN SMALL AEROPLANES AND HELICOPTERS
EASA has published a Safety Information Bulletin regarding the Carbon Monoxide (CO) Risk in Small
Aeroplanes and Helicopters.

CO is a colourless, odourless gas produced from the incomplete combustion of carbon-containing
materials. Piston-engine aircraft produce high concentrations of CO that are conveyed away from the
aircraft through the exhaust system. Poor sealing of the cabin, or leaks into the heating or ventilation
system from the exhaust, can provide pathways for CO to enter the cabin. Whilst piston engines produce
the highest concentration of CO, exhausts from turbine engines also contain CO.
The risk of CO poisoning can increase in winter conditions as defective cabin heating systems, engine
exhausts or combustion heaters can result in CO entering the cockpit/cabin.
For more information and recommendations see: https://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2020-01

DON’T FORGET YOUR 5% discount from Pooleys
If you are ordering any flight equipment from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com use the promotional
code YES at the checkout and you will be helping to support the work that YES (Youth & Education
Support) is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount off your orders.

AVIATION FIRST AID COURSES
The BMAA’s aviation first aid course is fully certified as a FAA (First Aid Award) Level 3 training
course and is valid for three years and you will learn about the following topics, including participating in
practical elements: For more information: https://www.bmaacourses.co.uk/aviation-first-aid

AVIATION NATIONAL AND WORLD RECORDS
If you are interested in setting an Aviation Record be it point to point (speed), altitude or endurance
contact Geoffrey Boot, Record Coordinator for the The 3R’s (The Royal Aero Club Records Racing
and Rally Association) at geoffreyboot@gmail.com This is open to RAeC members and non-members
alike.

THE SAFETY BENEFITS OF TECHNOLOGY
Technology is always developing and finding new ways to help improve GA flying safety. The glass
cockpit provides more information to the pilot to help decision making in flight, the auto-pilot with “auto-
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level” helps to reduce workload and protect the pilot when things go wrong, as does the emergency
parachute. All this technology leads to 3 important things for pilots to think about:
1.
Technology offers lots of solutions to well-known safety problems – think about which tools and
equipment would be useful for the type of flying you do.
2.
New equipment brings new training requirements, both formal and information, to make sure that it
is used effectively and contributes to safety improvement.
3.
Despite the benefits of technology it is also important to remember that synthetic vision systems,
autopilots, ballistic parachutes and other equipment should not be reason to push beyond the scope of
the competence and approval of the pilot and the type of operation being carried out.
EASA have highlighted the issues in their latest issue of “Sunny Swift” as both an online and
downloadable Pdf.
https://www.easa.europa.eu/newsroom-and-events/news/sunny-swift-new-technologies

RAF MUSEUM’S ENQUIRY SERVICE
The RAF Museum’s limited enquiry service has undergone a recent review. Making the Museum’s
collections available to its audience and enabling research to take place is fundamental to the Museum’s
vision and purpose, and is keen to continue sharing its collections and the expertise of its curatorial staff
while ensuring that the service is cost-effective in line with their new Strategic Plan to 2030.
With this in mind please note that a new set of charges have been introduced. Details can be found
at: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/research/visit-our-reading-room.aspx
See the RAF Museum section in this Newsletter for information about what’s on at RAF Cosford and
RAF Hendon Museums.

REGULATIONS FOR CREDITING OF MANNED PILOT FLYING HOURS ON
ANNEX I (NBR) AEROPLANES
According to the present draft of the Acceptable Means of Compliance / Guidance Material (AMC/GM),
this provision only applies to “the hourly requirements in points FCL.140.A; FCL.140.S and
FCL.740.A(b)(1)(ii)”. These are the paragraphs for the recency conditions required for the LAPL and the
PPL class rating.
The publication of the AMC was forecast for January 2020
See the UK & EASA AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS section in this Newsletter for more
information.

FOR UNMANNED SMALL AIRCAFT
The CAA has published some Safety Notices for the flying of small unmanned aircraft.
See the BMFA section in this Newsletter for more information

REVALIDATION OF INSTRUMENT RATINGS AND ASSOCIATED CLASS
AND TYPE RATINGS
A recent amendment to the EASA Aircrew Regulation has changed revalidation and renewal
requirements of the Instrument Rating for both aeroplanes and helicopters. When revalidating or
14

renewing an IR(A) or IR(H), the licence holder must hold the relevant valid class or type rating, unless
revalidating or renewing the privileges of the class or type rating at the same time as renewing the IR.
A delay to the implementation has been given to give Examiners and Operators more time to adopt to
the new requirements.

SUBMISSION OF REVALIDATION AND RENEWAL DOCUMENTATION
The revalidation or renewal of a private pilots individual rating privilege documents must be submitted by
Examiners and those Instructors with FCL.945 privileges within 14 days of a proficiency check or
revalidation check flight. CAA records are required to be kept fully up to date, failure to submit such
documentation can affect the reputation of an individual as it can appear that the individual has
undertaken a flight without valid privileges.

CAA ADS-B ELECTRONIC CONSPICUITY FOR GA AIRCRAFT
ADS-B using 1090 MHz is the CAA’s preferred national system to improve electronic conspicuity for
General Aviation. The CAA recently noted that ‘ideally this will be achieved through transponders,
although other devices can be integrated and interoperable with the CAA’s final strategic solution.
Some significant developments and ongoing trials there is an update on the options currently available
for enabling ADS-B out throughout the GA fleet’. Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC) 2019Y141 has
been published describing the current CAA view.
http://www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/aip/current/misc/AIC/EG_Circ_2019_Y_141_en.pdf

GET HIGH VOLARE!
Kids Flying Charity “Get High Volare” is really going places! But they need more pilots.
See the Youth Aviation Activities and Opportunities section in this Newsletter for more information

AERONAUTICAL INFORMATION CIRCULARS (AICs)
The full library of AICs can be accessed via http://www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/public/index.php.html

HAS AN AIRFIELD REFUSED YOU AS FLYING A MICROLIGHT?
IS there an airfield you know of that snubs or even bans microlights? If so, BMAA Chief Executive Geoff
Weighell wants to hear from you.
See the BMAA section in this Newsletter for information on how to get the information to Geoff.

UK AVIATION, THE CAA AND BREXIT
Following the country’s exit from the EU on 31 January 2020, the UK is entering a transition period, until
31st December 2020, during which EU law will continue to apply and the UK. The UK’s aviation sector
will continue to participate in the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) system while the future UKEU relationship on aviation is determined.
See the UK & EASA Regulations section in this Newsletter for more information
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AIRCREW REGULATIONS AMENDMENTS
See the UK & EASA Regulations section in this Newsletter for more information

CAA CONSULTATIONS
See CAA Consultation section in this Newsletter For responses and CAA action taken on recent
closed consultations see https://consultations.caa.co.uk/we_asked_you_said/

CAA’s PLANNED PERMANENT REDISTRIBUTION (PPR) PROPOSALS
The implementation date for the UK Civil Aviation Authority’s (CAA) new decision-making process for
Planned Permanent Redistribution (PPR) proposals is 1 February 2020.
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter for more information

IS YOUR AIRFIELD UNDER THREAT????
Of immediate interest is that the announcement from the Department of Housing, Communities and
Local Government that the application for a Development Consent Order for an air freight hub at
Manston Airport has been submitted. Parties have a six week period in which to request a Judicial
Review of the decision before it becomes effective.
See Is Your Airfield Under Threat? in this Newsletter for current UK airfield information

ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY’S HONOURS, MEDALS AND AWARDS
Every year the Royal Aeronautical Society’s Honours, Medals and Awards have celebrated outstanding
achievement, excellence, and advances in aerospace art, science and engineering.
Complete and submit a nomination form to awards@aerosociety.com by 31st March 2020
https://www.aerosociety.com/get-involved/recognition/nominate-for2020/?dm_i=4OGU,QVJO,3HA9WN,37IXG,1

WIN A BATTLE OF BRITAIN RAF MUSEUM WRITING DAY
Are you an Upper Key Stage 2 teacher or know someone who is? The RAF Museums are currently
running a competition for Year 5 or 6 pupils to write a Battle of Britain story that will appeal to children
their own age.
All they have to do is submit 100-words about the Battle of Britain and they and their class could be
winging their way to the RAF Museum for one of their FREE Writing Days with published children’s
author Tom Palmer.
Entries close at 5.00pm on Friday 14 February. Winners will be notified by email on Wednesday 26
February. For more information: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/whats-going-on/news/win-abattle-of-britain-writing-day/
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FAI PRESIDENT BOB HENDERSON’S MUSINGS
Dear friends, as we move into 2020 may I first express my best wishes to you all for the new year. The
General Conference (GC) is behind us now.
The little time between the end of the GC and the holiday break was used as efficiently as possible to
start the re-shaping of the FAI to meet the clear expectations expressed by the GC. There have been a
number of changes in the office and with the Executive Board (EB). Susanne Schödel has, by mutual
agreement, left the office and Markus Haggeney has been appointed Acting Secretary General, as
advised on the 9th of December. Annick Hauser has also left the office and Greg Pyzalka, who is a
contractor to FAI, has reduced his availability for event support. Jean-Claude Weber has been elected
by Conference to the position of Chair of the Statutes Working Group and Mary Anne Stevens has
accepted the role of Finance Director.
Two informal meetings were held during the week of the GC – one with the Commission Presidents and
one with 27 representatives of NACs. The objective of both meetings was to explore the questions of
whether there is a need for an international federation (called FAI), and the core business of FAI. The
outcome from the meetings aligned with the discussion that occurred during the GC: ☺ FAI, as an
organisation, should concentrate on:

support for air sports with airspace, safety, antidoping

representing air sports to other international federations and politically

recognising sporting achievements (records and awards)

providing tools for supporting air sport activities

facilitating communication between stakeholders ☺ There is value in national bodies being linked
to an International Federation (recognition and funding)
The FAI should not attempt to negotiate at the national level with governments and regulators as a
result, the EB, immediately following the GC, set the following priorities:
1. To make the FAI leaner and more effective within the urgently necessary cost cutting, while at the
same time not compromising the achievement of the FAI goals as a sporting organisation.
2. To set the focus within the FAI secretariat on the main issues of Competitions, Records and Awards
and the necessary management, communication and promotion of airsports vis-à-vis the NACs, Air
Sport Commissions and international affiliates of the FAI.
3. To start considering operationally how to create value for the FAI to generate additional income for
FAI and to limit financial risk to the core of FAI operations.
Markus Haggeney is focused on achieving the first two priorities as rapidly as possible. Wider
consideration of the scope and structure of the FAI is now underway with volunteers engaged on the FAI
2020 project.
You will note that the focus is clearly on the air sports. This is a clear direction from the GC and the
members. With the downsizing of the office there is a necessary re-focusing of work priorities and this
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means that other work, especially around assisting members to resolve internal issues, will only be able
to be undertaken when time permits and when costs are covered.
With the budget approved by the GC there is no capability for the board to undertake external activities
such as boards-of-inquiry or attendance at events unless these are funded by the organisations
requesting these activities. Attendance by FAI staff and/or board members at Commission Plenaries will,
likewise, be minimised to reduce costs.

FAI WORLD AIR GAMES 2022 CANCELLED
The Turkish Aeronautical Association (THK), which had been awarded the organisation of the 2022
event has asked the FAI to postpone the Games until 2025, due to the current difficult economic
situation in Turkey.
Following this request, the FAI Executive Board, after consultation with the Air Sports Commission
Presidents, took the decision to cancel the 2022 Games rather than postponing them. The Board further
announced that the Federation will undertake an overall review of the FAI World Air Games concept and
format before deciding on any future edition of the Games.
FAI President Bob Henderson stated “This has not been an easy decision to make … The FAI World Air
Games is the flagship event of the Federation and, as such, we must make sure that it be held in optimal
conditions. The FAI will take this opportunity to discuss internally the future of the Games taking all FAI
stakeholders’ best interests in consideration.”

EUROPEAN GA COMMUNITY
This platform is for GA enthusiasts to meet and share their passion. Keep yourself updated and share
the latest news & events.
https://www.easa.europa.eu/community/ga

EUROPEAN AIR SPORTS (EAS) http://www.europe-air-sports.org
The UK is applying to host the EAS 2021 conference. RAeC Council Member Patrick Naegeli (as RAeC
Delegate to EAS) had registered an interest with EAS for hosting the 2021 Conference which had been
positively received. This needs to be approved at the 2020 EAS Conference. Watch this space!
UK GA aviators can keep up to date on European Air Sport developments by subscribing (at no cost) to
the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to your inbox. Details on the Europe Air Sports
website www.europe-air-sports.org There is a wealth of information in their bi-monthly Newsletters
compiled by their UK Editor Diana King. My thanks to Diana for allowing précis of EAS Newsletter
information published this RAeC Newsletter.

PROJECT PROPELLER 2020
Project Propeller http://www.projectpropeller.org in existence for 20 years, has been organising an
annual reunion for ex-World War II aircrew to be held at an airfield location in the UK and will be hosted
on Sunday 21 June 2020 at Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green Airport.
If you know of ex-WW2 aircrew of any nation who would like to attend Project Propeller, please leave
a
message
in
the
“Aircraft”
section
on
their
CONTACT
page
http://www.projectpropeller.org/PP/contact.asp similarly if you want to get involved as a volunteer pilot.
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A LITTLE SOMETHING TOPICAL TO MAKE YOU SMILE

Reproduced with kind permission from Gary Clark
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Member Profile : HARRY HOPKINS

Here is Harry’s story:- “Bitten by the Flying Bug”
Born just a few miles from RAF Booker (now Wycombe Air Park but then an elementary flying school
equipped with DH Tiger Moths) I grew up to the sight and sound of aircraft pottering around overhead
and was thus `infected’ with the flying bug as a small boy.
In my early teens my family moved to Kent where I joined the Air Training Corps just as soon as I was
old enough and had my first, thrilling flight; it was in an ATC glider at RAF Hawkinge. I was also lucky
enough to win an Air Training Corps flying scholarship, learning to fly a Tiger Moth at Rochester Aero
Club and gaining a private pilot’s licence at the age of 17.
I joined the RAF in late 1955 and did my flying training in Canada (Harvards and T-33s, with a short UK
acclimatisation on Vampires) before being posted to Number 5 Vulcan Course at RAF Waddington. I
spent 3 years as a co-pilot at RAF Scampton, before going back to Waddington to become an aircraft
captain.
Thus it was that at the age of 24 at the time of the Cuban missile crisis I found myself, the most junior
captain of No 44 Squadron, and with my crew at 15 minutes readiness to go to war, our aircraft loaded
with an atomic weapon, having told my wife: “If you hear us take off, get in the car and drive to the west
coast of Scotland.”
You can imagine our relief when Khrushchev turned his ships away from Cuba.
My 3 years as a co-pilot had not been without its excitement: twice I was given the order to jettison the
canopy so that the crew could escape through the cockpit roof instead of the normal entrance door
below.
The first time was during a landing accident when 2 of the undercarriage legs collapsed as we passed
through a frozen snow bank. The second was after breaking the port undercarriage in an attempted
landing at the opening of Wellington Airport, New Zealand. The visit to NZ being part of a round-theworld flight I was getting to see quite a few foreign airports. I had also been in the second and last
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Vulcan to fly into Heathrow – for the 1958 Battle of Britain celebrations, and twice taken part in
Farnborough displays.

Harry: second from right June 1961

After my 3 years with 44 Squadron I was lucky enough, to get an instructor’s course, at the Central
Flying School at RAF Little Rissington, followed by a tour of duty as a Jet Provost instructor, before
being dragged back into the V-Force for another 2 years of Vulcan flying but this time with the added fun
of some close formation on Victor tankers while practising in-flight refuelling.

Harry: 3rd from Right

Then came the rude reminder that RAF life also consists of desk jobs and I was an office warrior for
several years before I found myself back at Waddington once again.
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During this final V-Force tour I did have the luck of a second round-the-world flight, this time west-about,
flying 2 legs per day to Australia where we were the targets in an air defence exercise. After that we
moved up to Singapore for some live bombing and a flight into Hong Kong; sadly, the wind was in the
wrong direction for the exciting approach over Kowloon but it was still a novel and enjoyable experience.
More desk jobs followed but I did get one more chance to fly at the Queen’s expense when I had 2
delightful years at RAF Benson, home to The Queen’s Flight and a Wessex Squadron, which gave me
my first taste of helicopter flying. Later, I had the chance to fly the Andover but not enough to feel at
home in it.
In Nebraska, USA I was introduced to the light aircraft scene and Sunday fly-in breakfasts, by local
members of the Experimental Aircraft Association. These were followed by afternoons of helping an
aircraft builder and it became an enjoyable part of my routine. So much so that on my return to UK
brought back with me the kit for an home-build light aircraft, an RV4.
.

Harry with his wife Valerie in the kit a/c he and his Strut friends built

This led me to join the Popular Flying Association (since renamed the Light Aircraft Association) where
my interest in light aircraft flourished.
Having served 35 years in the RAF, doing a mixture of flying and administrative jobs, I then set up a
small business selling tools to aircraft builders and mechanics and at the same time I founded the
Gloster Strut
With 3 other Strut members I contributed to the building of this RV-4, G- BXRV, which once finished I
flew in retirement and is syndicated at Gloucestershire Airport to a group of 7 members plus myself
members.
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[A superb example of an AV4 and have had the privilege to fly in it with one of the syndicate members:
Ed]
During the last 26 years I’ve served as the Strut’s NC representative and for part of that time acted as its
secretary and chairman. I was elected to the Light Aircraft Association’s Board in 2008 and now serve
on its Member Services & Marketing Committee.
2012 saw the return of the national rally for the LAA and its then Chairman gave me a minor role to play
in in 2013 dealing with trophies and awards, later I became Chairman of the Trophies and Awards
Working Group as well as serving on a Heritage Working Group within the LAA’s Educational Trust.

A mild stroke brought my flying as pilot to an end a couple of years back but I’m still as much an aviation
enthusiast as ever.
Once bitten the bug never leaves you!
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https://www.aerobatics.org.uk

NEWS
THE WINNER OF THE CHANCE TO BE A JET FIGHTER PILOT FOR A DAY!

The winner of the British Aerobatics third prize draw held on 2nd August; a flight in the iconic L-39
Albatros military jet, a high speed light ground attack aircraft and military jet trainer, was Martin Payne.
My thanks to Martin who wrote this report on his amazing experience
I’ll start by just saying a huge thank you to the team at British Aerobatics for making this event happen.
There I was quietly eating my lunch when I get a call from David Cowden, announcing that I had won the
BAeA lottery flight in an L39 Albatross ! Wow! Super excited.
This happened a few weeks before attending the World Aerobatics Championship (WAC) at
Chateauroux to spectate and support the British team, well done to all, what a great show. David and I
looked at combining the trip and spoke to Migflug (www.Migflug.com) the team organising the flight. This
wasn’t possible but watching an L39 displayed at that show, certainly enhanced my enthusiasm!
Migflug came back to us shortly after and arranged for me to fly the L39 out of Reims, France with the
Sparflex Team. My pilot/Instructor Rennan Joyeux soon phoned and inquired after my experience,
confirmed that I had a valid ECG (Class 2 medical confirmed OK). He was delighted to know that I am a
pilot and have some aerobatic experience. Sounds like I’m in for some fun!
Saturday morning at Reims airport dawns bright and clear, with only a few clouds on the horizon, perfect
we are going flying. I am introduced to the Sparflex Team (checkout www.flyandfun.fr for full details) and
enter the hangar for a briefing. I look around, not just one but three beautiful L39’s in immaculate
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condition and finished in a stunning blue paint scheme. The briefing and walk around is thorough and
extremely interesting. The L39 certainly appears to be a very robust aircraft, with its high jet intakes it
can even operate from grass airstrips.

Once the initial brief is completed its time to find a flight suit and helmet, I am really beginning to hear
the Top Gun tune in my head now. Next an important video briefing on use of the live ejection seat
focusses my mind, followed by some simulated Eject, Eject, Eject, actions to simulate pulling the
Ejection handles, with the emphasis being on safety and as I am sitting in the back, I must leave first, my
head must be fully back in the seat as 17G will be exerted which would not do my neck any good!

Medical checked, paperwork signed, it’s out to the aircraft, I climb aboard and Stephane the Chief
Mechanic straps me in. I notice the ropes that hang from the panel which will retract around my legs in
the event of ejection therefore stopping me from losing my legs from the knees down. The harness is
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pretty similar to the Pitts. There are some less familiar instruments though. The APU is started, followed
by the main engine, Rennan and I raise our hands to indicate we are not touching anything

whilst Stephane thoroughly checks the outside of the aircraft. We taxy and I quickly learn that the
braking/turning is controlled by a brake handle on the stick, the rudder pedals only directing which brake,
left or right is applied, effective, but initially to me this system seems very sensitive, I guess you soon get
the hang of it with some practice.
We line up on runway 25, not wasting any runway length and hold the aircraft, power against the brakes
and release, wow, superb acceleration and we are airbourne in a few seconds. We climb and bank to
the right taking in a spectacular view of Reims with its Cathedral standing out in the centre of town.
Rennan says you have control and I’m flying a jet! The controls feel heavier in roll than I expected (no
hydraulic assistance on an L39) pitch seems sensitive, could be because we are travelling at 500KPH !
Rennan takes back control and demonstrates a couple of barrel rolls to confirm my “G” tolerance is good
today. We proceed on a low-level tour of the local Champagne Region and its many valleys covered in
grape vines. Rennan then points out a local airfield and obtains clearance for a flyby, he gives me
control and says aim to fly down the main runway not below 500ft, great fun!
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The next target on the horizon was a water tower leading us back towards Reims Airport, to transition to
the Aerobatics area to the East. Into the aerobatics in the traditional follow me through, then do the
manoeuvre yourself, Loops, Half Cuban Eights, Immelmans, Aileron Rolls and strangely for me the most
difficult was the Barrel Roll. All tremendous and 6G pulled !
Now for the recovery back to the Airport for a traditional Jet Run and Break, certainly shows you down
quickly, a quick check on traffic passing the runway threshold! Reims runway is a little on the short side
for a Jet and we land smoothly.
We shut down and I climb out of the L39 with the biggest smile on my face you can imagine, a hearty
congratulary handshake from Rennan and many photos later, we debrief and I understand the reason a
Barrel Roll is different, my judgement of angle of attack! i.e, in a Pitts you have 2x wings and a sighting
device, in a jet you can’t see the wings and there is no sighting device !. Judging the angle of attack is
difficult. With Rennan being an L39 Flight Instructor now have 30 mins PuT in my log book. Just need to
win the Euro Lottery now, I’ll be straight back to get my Type Rating.

Briefing completed, and certificate presented to me, my wife and I were treated to a tour of the second
hangar where Sparflex keep their executive jets. Two Citations Stephane played host and demonstrated
the latest state of the art avionics installed in these aircraft whilst my wife sampled the luxury of the
passenger cabins. The team at Sparflex were so friendly professional and helpful it all made for a
fantastic experience.

Finally, we departed with an open invite to fly-in and visit anytime, marvellous.
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ANOTHER CHANCE TO WIN A SPITFIRE FLIGHT

British Aerobatics has once more joined forces with the Boultbee Flight Academy for a 4th lottery draw
to win a flight in a two-seat Spitfire and an overnight stay and dinner for two at Goodwood Hotel.
1000 tickets only will be available and cost £20 each. The winning ticket will be drawn on 11th March
2020.
Proceeds from the lottery will go towards the British Aerobatic Team training and support fund in
preparation for World and European Championships and a donation will also be made to Aerobility,
which facilitates a range of flying training and flying experiences for disabled people.

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
From this year membership is £25 for everyone. Pilots wishing to compete will pay fees for each
competition they enter. Membership is not just about being a competitor, but about supporting British
Aerobatics so includes judges, officials and aerobatic enthusiasts.
All are welcome and encouraged to join and support British Aerobatics so please encourage anyone you
know who wants to support aerobatics to do so as well.
https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/membership

CONTEST & EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2020
The year starts off with the AGM at Sywell Aerodrome on 8 th February and in March a judging seminar,
Course Director and Judges workshops before the competition season starts in earnest on the weekend
of the 4th April at Dunstable for the Dan Smith Memorial Trophy.
Other events and the competition calendar: https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/events
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BRITISH BALLOONING AND AIRSHIP CLUB
https://www.bbac.org

Founded in 1965, the BBAC is a volunteer-based organisation which exists to promote the safety,
enjoyment and advancement of lighter-than-air flight in all its forms, hot-air ballooning, gas ballooning
and airships.
The BBAC Members’ website at https://members.bbac.org includes links to the technical office libraries;
sensitive area database; Pilots’ Circular archive; membership database; inspector information; instructor
and examiner information; members’ forum; personal direct debit and membership details etc.

NEWS
A NEW BALLOONING CONVERT?
Graham Wiley was very lucky to be invited by David Bareford, a world class balloon pilot, to join him on
a flight in his hot air balloon on January 21st this year.
My thank to Graham for this report on his flight with David:I met David at his house and helped pack the balloon envelope, basket and gas cylinders into a van and
off we went. The launch site was a strip of grass next to a busy road between Cosford and Halfpenny
Green. It didn’t look big enough to me but David was confident that it was suitable, so I helped him and
the ground crew to rig and inflate the balloon.
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We were soon off heading toward Halfpenny Green. As we got closer the tower informed us that two
gunship helicopters were departing.

We got a great air to air view of them as they went past. David was constantly changing height to find a
wind direction that would take us back to his house.
At one point we dropped down to tree top height in order to get a push to the left.
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We almost made it to the field David was aiming for and landed a just few meters to the right in an
adjacent field. It wasn’t a problem as it was still only ten minutes’ walk to back to his house.
An amazing day, thanks David. I could really get hooked on ballooning.
REVISION OF BALLOON LICENSING REQUIREMENTS (PART-FCL)
Implementing Regulation on basic instruments rating (Part BIR) and
Implementing Regulations on FCL for balloons (Part B-FCL)
These new rules will apply from 8 April 2020 with a transition period of 12 months to full compliance
by all Member States on 8 April 2021. These regulations include provisions for the transfer of existing
national licences and medicals, credits for training started under the old rules and for training
organisations. The official publications are in process and are awaited in the coming weeks

OBSERVERS FOR BALLOONING COMPETITIONS
In the UK each pilot has to provide an observer for every competition. Many pilots have their own regular
observer, but some use ‘freelance’ observers who are allocated to their pilot at the pre-flight briefing.
The Observer’s job is to monitor the flight, record and measure where the markers land and report back
to the Director via De-briefers by completing a largely self–explanatory form.
For further information and details on how to get involved contact: information@bbac.org
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British Gliding Association (BGA) www.gliding.co.uk
The British Gliding Association is the governing body for the sport of gliding in the UK, representing and
providing services to some 8500 UK glider pilots and 80+ clubs that are spread throughout the UK from
the north of Scotland to the SW tip of England. Clubs range from small, member-run clubs to some of
the largest gliding clubs in the world.
Developing and promoting gliding the BGA provides advice and assistance to clubs on a wide range of
topics, including finance, regulation, operations and marketing as well as being responsible for
managing training standards, UK gliding competitions and for the British Gliding Team.

NEWS
BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION’S SPORTING CONFERENCE AND AGM

Saturday 29th February 2020
The 90th anniversary celebrations will be taking place at The Belfry Hotel, Mellors Way, Off Woodhouse
Way, Nottingham, NG8 6PY. Accommodation is booked direct with the hotel 0115 973 9393.
Tickets for the evening dinner and awards ceremony via www.https://members.gliding.co.uk/eventcategory/conferences

FAI WOMEN’S WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS, AUSTRALIA
Claudia Hill, Liz Sparrow, Ayala Truelove and team captain Melissa Jenkins took part in the 10th
Women’s World Gliding Championships at Lake Keepit in New South Wales, Australia from the 3rd to
the 18th of January.

Ayala Truelove won Bronze in the Standard Class. Liz came 4th and Claudia 6th in their respective
classes.
33

Team GB came second in the team competition – our congratulations. France, who took the first place
only beat Team GB by 9.34 points !

REVISION OF SAILPLANE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS (PART-FCL)
Implementing Regulation on basic instruments rating (Part BIR) and Implementing Regulations
on FCL for sailplanes (Part S-FCL)
These new rules will apply from 8 April 2020 with a transition period of 12 months to full compliance
by all Member States on 8 April 2021. These regulations include provisions for the transfer of existing
national licences and medicals, credits for training started under the old rules and for training
organisations. The official publications are in process and are awaited in the coming weeks.

BRITISH NATIONAL OPEN CLASS 1000KM TRIANGLE SPEED RECORD
Jake Brattle is now the holder of the British National Open Class 1000km triangle speed record. On the
28th November 2019, Jake flew a JS1C-18m around a 1002.4 km triangle at 155.72 kph from New
Tempe in S Africa.

Congratulations, Jake!
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UK NATIONAL COMPETITIONS 2020
Competition flying is an important part of gliding. Although competitions usually involve racing sailplanes
around pre-planned cross-country tasks, pilots also take part in aerobatic competitions where they are
scored for accuracy of flying. Competitions can be great social occasions too.
Organised on-site competitions range from a one day single race event through to nine-day or two-week
championships involving multiple races and classes of gliders.
Details of Nationals and other competitions in 2020 are on the Competitions page of the BGA web site
If you are interested in learning more about about competitions and awards please contact the BGA
office 01162 892956 or email compscommittee@gliding.co.uk

COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE
The BGA Competitions and Awards Committee is always keen to recruit new committee members. If
you are interested in learning more about the Competition and Awards Committee, or even just about
competitions and awards please contact the BGA office or email compscommittee@gliding.co.uk

DAVID ROBERTS OBE
David Roberts has been made an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the
2020 New Years Honours for his services to aviation. David, who flies at Cotswold Gliding Club, has for
decades generously volunteered his expertise, knowledge and abilities to numerous local, national and
international roles in support of gliding and wider air sport
See the RAeC News & Information section in this Newsletter for a superb account about David from
RAeC past Chairman Patrick Naegeli.

50 YEARS AT POCKLINGTON
The Wolds Gliding Club celebrated 50 years of gliding at Pocklington airfield at the end of last year. In
1969, a group of enthusiastic Bus Drivers and conductors from Leeds, formed the "Leeds City Council
Transport Sports and Social Club Gliding Section". But within a year they changed the name to the
shorter Leeds Gliding Club. A small band of enthusiasts with just one very old, and somewhat decrepit,
ex-RAF two seat glider and a tatty old winch.
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On 28 December 1969 a T31, piloted by club instructor Jim Smith, was aerotowed from Melbourne
airfield to land at Pocklington, which later became the club’s new home. Later that day Eddie Room flew
a check flight with Jim in the T31 plus a couple of solos. In 1971 the first major development took place
with the signing of a secure lease on the old wartime airfield at Pocklington. And this is where the club
really began to develop.
50 years on Eddie, who is now Wolds Gliding Club President, flew the last flight of the 50th anniversary
day in a K21 with the Club Chairman, Steve WilkinsonThey have 2 runways (North/South and NorthWest/South-East.) Each runway has both a hard surface and a grass surface; a purpose built clubhouse
with bar, briefing rooms, bunk rooms, showers and offices; can launch via aerotow or winch in any wind
direction and have a modern fleet of aircraft plus an advanced triple-screen gliding simulator that they
use as part of the training (and when it’s raining!).
There is also a campsite with electrical hook-up.

36

http://www.bhpa.co.uk
From its head office in Leicester the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) supports a
country-wide network of recreational clubs and registered schools, and provides the infrastructure within
which hang gliding and paragliding in the United Kingdom (UK) thrive.

NEWS
My thanks to Joe Schofield for the following reports:

CAC'S INAUGURAL FLYABILITY DAY
After a couple of false starts due to weather, in September the Cambridge Aerotow Club, assisted by
Flyability, delivered its inaugural Disabled Aerotowing Day. Flyability had helped the club secure a Sport
England grant to part-fund its new Fox Tug aircraft, and from the start the CAC wanted to promote the
fact that together they could help disabled people to fly.
Aerotowing is particularly suited to disabled people. With a crew of volunteers it is straightforward to
assist a person from their wheelchair into a harness, clip them into the dual glider and aerotow it to
2000ft in a couple of minutes. It's easier and safer than launching from most UK hills.

Flyability: Pilot Tony Smith looks on as wheelchair user James Washington takes control

The CAC, with Flyability's George Ransome and Helen Lysaght, assembled seven wheelchair users and
their families and helpers at Sutton Meadows airfield. With Judy Leden sharing her extensive experience
of piloting disabled people on dual aerotows, three of the wheelchair users experienced a dual flight and
two enjoyed climbing in thermals after being dropped in lift. However by 12.30 conditions had become
too windy to continue safely and a halt was called.
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The post-flight smiles displayed why it is so worthwhile to fly with people who share our urge for
excitement but are unable to fulfil it without help. Their positivity was inspiring. The club is now confident
of being able to run a repeat disabled day. You need willing helpers, and time, to sort things out.

JOHN DUNCKER 1947 – 2019

In August the hang gliding world noted the passing of legendary hang gliding League director John
Duncker, 72. In the 1980s and early 90s his ambitious task-setting pushed the boundaries of what could
be achieved, notably a 50km triangle race from the Blorenge in 1990, set amid cries of 'Impossible!', that
became a League legend.
John took the League abroad, ran competitions in Australia, France, Spain and Italy and managed some
of the overseas teams. The competitions abroad increased the pool of pilots with Alpine flying
experience that could be drawn on for the British team. These were the glory days of the British League
and British teams in European and World Championships – five European Championships and three
World championships between 1982 and 1991. British overseas comps ranked among the most
important meetings in the calendar, attracting pilots from all over the world.
A keen sailor, John spent the last decade of his life aboard his yacht in the Caribbean and skiing in the
Rockies.

PICO DO GAVIÃO WORLD CUP
Seven fantastic days flying in Brazil in September. The weather remained baking hot all week, only
breaking with a dramatic tropical downpour just after the leaders arrived in goal on the last day. For the
three British pilots taking part, Ceri Brown, Ben Empson and Emma Casanova, it was their first visit to
Brazil.
Task 5 was a great day for the Brits. A 108km task took the pilots east, with just one turnpoint, over
Brazil's potato-growing heartland to Pouso Alegre. Ceri took a more mountainous route than the leaders
and came into goal just behind them in 6th place, closely followed by Ben in 7th equal place. On the final
day young French pilot Baptiste Lambert showed great strategy: get high, stay high and remain just back
from the leaders lower down, who push out and mark the best and liftiest lines.
Ceri Brown says the PWC is the University of Paragliding – higher education where you get to learn with
the best. There is a real willingness to pass on information. He finished 43rd, Ben 50th and Emma 82nd.
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PARAGLIDING - BRITISH PAIR SET WORLD GOAL RECORD
In October, after most record-seeking pilots had packed up and gone home, Harry Bloxham and Guy
Anderson took the world paragliding distance-to-goal record to an astonishing 510.8km in Brazil.

Guy Anderson (L) and Harry Bloxham – 510km by paraglider

At Assu in Rio Grande do Norte for two weeks with a number of determined pilots, they had stayed on
for a few extra days on the promise of better conditions. Earlier they had achieved several 400+ km
flights and narrowly failed to complete 200km out-and-returns in lighter winds. On the 27th they tow
launched at 7am having set goal at 510km.
'Eking out every possible thermal will get you 400km, but if you want 500km you need to be in the first
thermal, maintain a PWC pace all day ... and land after sunset!' reported Harry. He and Guy proceeded
to do just that, overflying the legendary record-breaking launch at Quixada at 230km and eventually
landing at dusk. Both had overflown their goal; having crossed two state lines Harry eventually touched
down at Piripiri at 552km, with Guy not far behind at 533km. Jouni Makkonen's 478.6km goal record had
fallen

WORLD PARAGLIDING ACCURACY CHAMPIONSHIPS
The World Paragliding Accuracy Championship took place in September at Vršac, Serbia. 131 pilots,
including 22 females, competed in 28 national teams. The British team flew well but were outgunned, not
least by far-Eastern teams. Indonesia took the Gold medal ahead of China and Colombia; top Brits were
Andy Shaw (44th), Andy Webster (53rd) and British champion William Lawrence (65th). Team GB could
do no better than 16th.

LOMA BOLA WORLD CUP
Whilst Britain was being hit by floods and Europe troubled by heavy snow, British pilots Martin Long,
Ben Empson and Julian Robinson headed for the Argentinian polo fields.
In Task 5 Julian showed that that Brits are made of sterling stuff; while the Germans were in a leadoutpoint dash for the sun loungers, Julian hung in there and flew 34.5km to win the day.
Task 6 was another difficult day, demonstrating survival of the fittest. Martin came in 10th, keeping his
place in the top ten but sadly one wingtip short of a podium place. With the forecast at the beginning of
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the week reminiscent of Disentis in Switzerland in 2017 (only two tasks), it was more than impressive to
have six tasks flown. Martin was 4th, Julian 20th and Ben 86th.

Busy sky at the Loma Bola World Cup

The following British pilots have gained automatic selection to the Super Final in Brazil in March 2020.
Congratulations to: Emma Casanova, Guy Anderson, Idris Birch, Ceri Brown, Martin Long, Russell
Ogden and Theo Warden.

DUTCH GRAND PRIX
After the previous two legs in France and the UK the Classic Accuracy GP series was looking like a twohorse race between Thierry Vasseur (37 points) and Bruno Lautard (34 points). Brits Katie Sykes (26
points) and John Lawrence (21 points) had an outside chance if there were any major slip-ups by the top
two. In the end a DC from Thierry gave him the win; a second DC by Bruno put him in second place on
10cm.
After successful completion of all three Grand Prix competitions, Thierry Vasseur was crowned individual
Grand Prix champion for the second time, narrowly beating fellow countryman Bruno Lautard. A special
mention goes to Katie Sykes for gaining overall third place while flying a paraglider. A strong
performance by the UK's Scout Rebels allowed them to take second team place.

PARAGLIDING ACCURACY NATIONALS

Paragliding Accuracy Nationals team winners Green Dragons, with overall winner William Lawrence (centre)
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25-year-old William Lawrence secured the top spot at the Paragliding Accuracy Nationals in August. He
had won in 2017 and was on the winning team with his sister Katie and brother-in-law Simon Sykes.
After finishing second in 2018, again on the winning team, he won the championship again this year, this
time in a winning team with Andy Shaw and Billy Elliston.
A member of the British team for the last four years, Andy has recently taken on a coaching role with the
British squad. Green Dragons, with William aboard, took the team win.

CLASSIC ACCURACY LEAGUE
Pilots’ best three competitions out of the four League competitions counted towards the 2019 league.

Congratulations go to Dave Crowhurst for winning the classic accuracy league for a third time.
Katie Sykes was runner-up and third place went to John Lawrence.

KEY DATES 2020
March 29 - 3 Apr

British Paragliding Cup Round 1

Algodonales, Spain

May 1 - 5

British Open Series Round 1

South East Wales

May 22 - 26

British Open Series Round 2

Yorkshire Dales
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http://www.bmaa.org
The British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) looks after the interests of microlight pilots and
enthusiasts in the UK. It is an organisation approved by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and aims to
further the sport of microlight aviation, keep flying costs down to a minimum for its members and to
represent them in national and international matters relating to microlight sport aviation.

NEWS
DIFFERENTIATING BETWEEN MICROLIGHT AIRCRAFT AND OTHER TYPES
The Geoff Weighell, the BMAA’s Chief Executive is in discussion with the Department for Transport to
see what can be done to persuade planning authorities not to differentiate between microlight aircraft
and other types when granting planning permission for an airfield. Watch this space for updates.
To assist his efforts, he would be grateful if any member who knows for definite of an airfield that has a
planning restriction or refused them to let him know, so he can follow it up. The work is ongoing, so the
sooner he can have responses the better.
Email him at geoff.weighell@bmaa.org

THINK YOU’RE TOO OLD TO BE A FLEXIWING INSTRUCTOR?
If you fancied qualifying as a flexiwing instructor or instructress and are over the age of 35 well you now
can AND you can also apply for a bursary from the BMAA to do so. Now that can’t be bad news!
Under a new trial scheme the BMAA will fund a portion of the cost of an FI course to a successful
bursary applicant. To get onto a course you must be recommended by a flying school who is also willing
to take you on, and supervise you, as a newly qualified FI(R).
Contact Geoff.weighell@bmaa.org for more details

A BMAA “NEW HORIZONS” BUILD A PLANE PROJECT
The STEM High Fliers (SHF) volunteers and students from Aston University Engineering Academy
(AUEA) had a visit from Geoff Weighell, BMAA CEO, on the 9th October. Geoff came to review progress
on this BMAA “New Horizons” Build a Plane project.
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The students at AUEA are building a Skyranger aircraft with the help of volunteers from the charity
STEM High Fliers. The charity has been set up to enable volunteers from the Birmingham,
Wolverhampton and Cosford branch of the RAeS to continue their work with schools and youth
organisations who are participating build a plane projects.
Here’s what some of the students have to say about their experiences:
David Evans: I have found the plane build really helpful as I am working and learning alongside
experienced volunteers such as pilots and engineers who have helped me to thrive in the plane building
team. I have gained practical engineering skills that will help me in any engineering pathway I take after
leaving college. The STEM High Fliers volunteers have all come from aerospace backgrounds Fleet Air
Arm, RAF or commercial aviation services.
I have been taught numerous things like to drill, rivet, and wire locking. I was given a task to add some
pipes which are part of the water cooling system. This system will cool the warm air from the engine and
have it disburse; this stops the engine from overheating. As the plane is in high altitudes it will have cold
temperatures below freezing around the plane, because of this we need to have antifreeze water so it
doesn’t turn to ice and stop the engine. I have been taught tool control and carried out all work IAW
aircraft maintenance procedures.

David Evans

Amaan Akbar

Amaan Akbar: Concentration, collaboration and dedication is what is needed for this amazing project.
Being in this project has allowed me to enhance my skills in certain aspects of aerospace engineering
such as wire locking. I have also looked forward to using my practical skills and knowledge towards
aerospace engineering.
I have worked alongside experienced Pilot and aerospace engineers that have helped me throughout
the process where I could learn new innovative skills. This is crucial on aircraft because each nut and
bolt must be wire locked so if they become loose whilst in-flight, it stops the nut from loosening on the
plane and causing damage to the aircraft and causing a Mayday whilst in-flight. This means the wire
locking must be tight to keep the nut and bolt in place. This will become a FOD hazard and cause
aircraft damage and maybe loss of life. I have really enjoyed myself working on this great project with a
great team.
Adam and Zeeshan: We have had great experiences on the plane build project that was made possible
through the co-operation between AUEA and the BMAA. We enjoy the tasks that we did such as
connecting the trim to the trim lever that is connected to the cockpit. From the cockpit you move the trim
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lever making small adjustments to increase or decrease the height when climbing or descending. Being
able to participate in this project demonstrates how this workshop has abled me to learn the basics of
aerospace engineering

Adam, Zeeshan & Mohamed

Saffah Bashir: As part of the aircraft building team I have learnt many practical skills that will benefit me
in the future with a career in the engineering field.

Some of the most crucial systems in aerospace engineering such as tool control, health and safety,
measuring tolerances, wire locking and theory of flight are just some of the basics I have learnt at the
start of the project. Being practical has also allowed me to understand content from lessons and apply
any knowledge I have from GCSE as well as new skills I have learnt from my time at AUEA. For
example, I have used my knowledge of CAD (fusion 360) and 2D software in aircraft designing
templates.
We have also had an opportunity to present our skill by bench-fitting a test piece which displays riveting,
wire locking, letter punching and fitting bolts all these processes requires essential skills needed in
aerospace engineering like filing, deburring, drilling, using a wire locking tool, sawing and measuring
with Vernier callipers.
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Saaniyah Kauser: I have benefitted from this experience with the microlight plane build because it has
given me an insight into life being an active aeronautical engineer.

Getting hands on and working on the plane and learning about components such as the carburettor,
which is a old device, with a throttle body. Its main purpose is putting fuel into the air and putting the
petrol in and distributes into the manifold. Understanding how it works and the consequences under
different weather conditions such as under all circumstances we should work to prevent the carburettor
from freezing up due to the evaporation of water. If we don’t we run the risk of it to stop working and
causing further serious complications. This is done by adding an electric heater or if in icy conditions
taking air from the exhaust to avoid freezing up. The carburettor is reliable that is why it is used in
aircrafts and the one which I am helping with uses two we carry out a modification by drilling and tapping
it with a M4 screw and tap wrench.
I have really enjoyed working with experienced pilots and engineers in a career I want to choose when I
leave college.
NEW Advertising Account Manager for “Microlight Flying” is Mike Morris.

Not only has he a wealth of experience as a commercial publishing group manager, he is also a pilot
(owning a Pegasus Q, a 593 Quantun and a share in a Eurostar)and 30 years as a BMAA and 7 years
as an LAA inspector.
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BMAA SOCIAL MEDIA FACEBOOK GROUP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMAA1 is for current BMAA members to share thoughts and ideas
with each other and the BMAA office staff. Members can also ask questions or ask for advice.

YOUNG PERSON'S MICROLIGHT FLYING BURSARY
The BMAA fund each year selects candidates aged between 15 and 20 (on the date of the award) for a
flight training bursary.
In order to qualify these candidates must show some history of an interest in microlighting and will be
selected by an appointed panel. There will be some additional flying and ground based assessments to
ensure the BMAA get exactly the right people.
If you would like to be considered please complete and
https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/bursary-application-form

submit

the

form

found

at

Application for 2020 will likely close 31 March 2020.

SHADOW TO BENEFIT YOUNG FLIERS - Get High…Volare!
After 12 years, Pete Eichhorn said a bittersweet goodbye to his Shadow, at least knowing it was going to
a good home for future young pilots.
See the YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES section in this Newsletter

QUIZAERO 5 DAY MICROLIGHT THEORY COURSE
BMAA members get 15% discount on course price. As it’s residential accommodation is needed.
https://www.quizaero.co.uk/ground-school-reservation or email contact@quizaero.co.uk

AVIATION FIRST AID COURSES
The BMAA’s aviation first aid course is fully certified as a FAA (First Aid Award) Level 3 training
course and is valid for three years and you will learn about the following topics, including participating in
practical elements: For more information: https://www.bmaacourses.co.uk/aviation-first-aid

MICROLIGHT FLY-INS AND EVENTS
For details of microlight fly-ins and events https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/events
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https://bmfa.org
The British Model Flying Association (BMFA) is the body elected by the Royal Aero Club to be
responsible for all aspects of flying model aircraft in the UK.
With over 850 clubs and approximately 36,000 members the whole of the UK is administered from the
Head Office. Locally there are 14 "Area" committees which meet periodically and are attended by club
delegates who can, through various channels open to the "Areas", propose changes or additions to the
running of the sport which are then voted upon at Council meetings held at the Head Office. If passed,
the changes will be incorporated in the guidelines produced by the organisation and published in the
"BMFA Handbook".

NEWS
ANNUAL PRIZE GIVING DINNER
The 2019 Annual Prize-Giving and Dinner was held after the 72 nd AGM on 16th November 2019 at a
new venue, The Mercure Daventry Court Hotel in Daventry.
Amongst those honoured were the F3N Aerobatic Helicopter Team who won Silver at the 2019 World
Championships; the hard working volunteer team at BMFA Buckminster were presented with the Arthur
Mullett Trophy; Morley and District MAC were awarded the Plugge and Model Engineering Trophies and
Aaron Cole was presented with his FAI Gold Medal for FN3 Aerobatic Helicopters.

BOOST AN INTEREST IN MODEL FLYING
Get your local radio station, newspaper or TV news programme over to your club for a trial flight. A quick
email or phone call to them might do the trick and you could be pleasantly surprised at just how
receptive they might be to learning more about our sport! What a great way to raise your club's profile
too and bring new blood into our pastime.
Don't forget the BMFA has a dedicated website to help your club promote itself in the community. It's full
of useful ideas and tips so please give it a look: https://clubpr.bmfa.org
You might even win the prize being offered by Andy Symons and I hear it’s a rather nice modelling prize!

PLASTIC MEMBERSHIP CARDS WITH ADDED BENEFITS
This optional plastic membership card, £3.50 including postage, gives you a range of additional benefits
including 4% off ALL purchases at Tesco and 5% at Sainsbury’s.
There is also a dedicate website and mobile app to find offers and retailers and also a facility to
nominate companies you would like to see included in this VECTIS scheme.
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
12 & 13 September 2020 for the BMFA’s 60th Anniversary Fly-in at BMFA Buckminster.

INTRO TO MODEL AIRCRAFT AEROBATIC DAYS
You just need a model aircraft that weighs less than 7Kgs and will do a couple of loops and rolls and you
have an interest in improving your flying skills. And all for the cost of £15 including a light lunch at BMFA
HQ at Buckminster. Can’t be bad!
For more information: email jgmorton@hotmail.com

SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT - WATER INGRESS
A CAA Safety Notice has been published to remind pilots of the requirement in law that they must be
reasonably satisfied that a flight can be safely made (ANO 2016 article 94(2).
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/SafetyNotice2020001..pdf

SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT - OVERFLIGHT OF UNINVOLVED PEOPLE
This Safety Notice is to provide additional guidance to remote pilots in the form of suggested best
practice when considering flight over people in accordance with articles 95(2)(d) or 95(3) of the ANO. It
is also intended to remind and assist remote pilots in meeting the requirement in law that states that they
must be "reasonably satisfied that a flight can be safely made" (ANO article 94(2)).
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/SafetyNotice2020002.pdf

SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT (SUA) OPERATORS HOLDING A VALID CAA
PERMISSION
Are you on the list? http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20200116RptUAVcurrent.pdf

RC ACHIEVEMENT SCHEME ANNUAL AWARDS
These annual awards, presented at the BMFA Annual Awards Dinner, are for those who engage in the
scheme, i.e. successful ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’ & BPC candidates, as well as the examiners and instructors who help
deliver it. Basically, anyone who makes a significant contribution, or is notable in their participation, is
eligible.
There will be one award each year for ‘Long Term and or Exceptional Service’ and four further
awards of Achievement Scheme ‘Certificate of Merit’. The Certificate of Merit awards are for either
service to and or promotion of the achievement scheme, or to a successful test candidate who has
displayed outstanding attitude, determination, diligence and or performance in the lead up to and or
during a test.
To be eligible for these awards, the nominee must be one or more of the following;





A successful test candidate at ‘A’ or BPC level
A successful test candidate at ‘B’ or ‘C’ level
A Club examiner or instructor (including Approved and Qualified instructors)
An Area Chief examiner or Instructor, or Area AS Co-ordinator
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Nominations for the above may only be submitted by; Area committees, Affiliated clubs, Examiners or
Approved/Qualified Instructors.
The closing date for receipt of nominations is 31st August.
For more information: https://achievements.bmfa.uk/news/achievement-scheme-annual-awards

The aim of the RC Achievement Scheme is to encourage RC model flyers to improve their standard of
flying and safety, and to prove that standard to an Examiner. The scheme is run by the BMFA as a
National Scheme and it is open to all RC model flyers, including non-members.
You can download the 2020 RC Achievement Scheme Handbook from
https://britishmfa.sharepoint.com/sites/public/Achievement%20Scheme%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.a
spx?id=%2Fsites%2Fpublic%2FAchievement%20Scheme%20Documents%2FAchievement%20Schem
e%20Documents%2FBMFA%20%2D%20ASRC%20%2D%20AS%20Handbook%202020%20%2D%20
v1%2E0%20%2D%20Dec%2019%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Fpublic%2FAchievement%20Scheme%2
0Documents%2FAchievement%20Scheme%20Documents&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9icml0a
XNobWZhLnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpiOi9zL3B1YmxpYy9FWDFKUzRnajNUOU1pR0ZsUXh1aUU4Z0
JHVEhsSjU2SzU0eEpnRXVIQnJ6MzFnP3J0aW1lPWJuaGl1Sk9lMTBn

CAA EXEMPTIONS FROM THE DRONE AND MODEL AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION
AND EDUCATION SCHEME (DMARES)
There appears to be a considerable amount of myth and misinformation circulating about the status of
the exemptions issued by the CAA including those which recognise BMFA Achievements and exempt
members from registering as Operators by the 30th November (and doing it instead as part of their
BMFA Membership Renewal).
For members registering via the BMFA, the CAA will email them their Operator I.D. in early February
which they should then display in an easily accessible location on or within their aircraft. Members are
exempted from the requirement to display an Operator number until 23rd February 2020.
For BMFA members with an achievement (including the new Registration Competency Certificate), the
only requirement is to pay the additional £9 CAA fee. For those without then the BMFA are also in a
position to assist and in some cases for those without internet access to comply with the law with the
help of their club.
Full details of the CAA exemptions can be found at www.be-lawful.bmfa.org

THE BMFA LAUNCHES 2020 UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOLS PAYLOAD
CHALLENGE

Model aircraft from University of South Wales, one of the more unusual entries
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The challenge is partnered by the BMFA and the RAeS and enjoys the support of BAE SYSTEMS, Rolls
Royce and RAF Engineering.
The BMFA Payload Challenges require students to design, build and fly load-carrying model
aircraft. The competitions have evolved to stretch the abilities of participating students and there is no
doubt the development of a good aircraft requires each team to display design flair, technical knowledge
and teamwork.
Judging is by a panel of professional engineers and the competition has attracted very favourable
comment from external examiners with cash prizes awarded to winning team members and their
university/school department.
2020 competition entries opened 1st November 2019 with the finals taking place at the BMFA National
Centre at Buckminster Near Grantham over the weekend of the 5th, 6th and 7th June 2020.

The competition has historically attracted a strong overseas entry and for 2020 we already have interest
from teams based in China, Japan and Pakistan as well as the UK.

To enter your team complete the entry form on the final page of the appropriate brochure and post or
Email along with the appropriate payment to register your entry(s) by the 1st April 2020.
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Due to the continually increasing interest in this competition this year will see a limit on the number of
entries accepted in order to maintain a viable schedule, so be sure to submit your entries as early as
possible in order to avoid disappointment.
An entry fee of £125.00 per team (£75.00 for challenge 1 and 2) is payable on submission of entry form,
please note that the entry fee is higher than previous years to reflect the provision of flight batteries for
use during competition flights for all teams.

To view and download Rules Brochures
https://payloadchallenge.bmfa.uk/downloads

for

the

2020

Payload

NORTH WEST AREA EXAMINERS “SUPER” WORKSHOP

Challenge

visit

28TH MARCH 2020

NW Area Achievement Scheme “Super” Workshop will take place at Delyn Model Flying Club on
Saturday the 28th March 2020 form 10 am.
Area Chief Examiners for Fixed Wing, Helicopters, Multi-rotors and Silent flight disciplines will be
available to demonstrate and discuss the tests. There will also be an opportunity for candidates to have
a go at the tests after the discussions.
To reserve your place: https://achievements.bmfa.uk/north-west-area-examiners-super-workshop-28thmarch-2020

FORTHCOMING 2020 CONTESTS & EVENTS
For the BMFA Events Calendar check out https://bmfa.org/Contests-Events/Contest-and-EventCalendar where you can find details of your local affiliated club and when they meet and what you can
fly there, be it as a complete novice or an advanced flyer.

SAM 35 FREE FLIGHT COMPETITIONS http://sam35.org.uk
MODEL HELICOPTER COMPETITIONS: http://www.3dchampionship.co.uk
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THE BRITISH DRONE RACING ASSOCIATION (BDRA)

https://bdra.uk
The BDRA is a not for profit organisation. Run by FPV pilot formed to promote the sport of FPV racing
and multi rotors in general. Their aim is to develop the sport and give FPV pilots a voice within the model
aircraft world as a specialist organisation under the BMFA.
Congratulations to XBlades Racing for becoming the Drone Champions League world champions 2019
for the 3rd time successively.
British pilots Brett Collis, Luke Bannister, Gary Kent and frenchman Killian Rousseau secured the win on
6th December 2019 racing at the Salina Turda salt mine in Romania.

XBlades Racing : Brett Collis, Luke Bannister, Gary Kent and Killian Rousseau

Xblades secured the season win even with one day of racing remaining due to the sheer number of
points they secured on the leader board making them untouchable! Fantastic racing by the best in the
world.

STUDYING AT UNIVERSITY?
NEED MORE REASONS TO CREATE A DRONE RACING TEAM?
THINK YOU CAN BEAT IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON FOR THE UK NATIONAL
TITLE?
If you are a University student drone racing pilot then please take a look at the IUDRO who are looking
for participants for their 2020 season!
If you are interested please get in touch with uk.communications@iudro.com Their website is
https://iudro.com
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INTERNATIONAL DRONE SPORTS CHAMPIONSHIP 2019
TEAM BDRA flew to Korea in October and put in an amazing performance at Drone Sports International
in Korea for the International Drone Sports Championship 2019.
Alfie Mitchell, Joshua Wren and Chris Knight qualified in 4th place during the 1st knockout and finished
in 6th place overall after being eliminated in the following round.

Whilst competing against the best in the world TEAM BDRA took the opportunity to have an official
BDRA Team GB shirt signed by competitors in Korea and raffled it off to recoup some of the costs
associated with trip. It was won by Tom Mundy.

Drone racing has really taken off (excuse the pun!) recently with a lot of interest positive and some
negative (Media) but overall the hobby is growing, we are at a record amount of members in the BDRA
and there always seems to be something coming up to make people WOW.
If you would like any more information on drone racing then please visit the BDRA
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BRITISH SKYDIVING
www.britishskydiving.org
On 1st February 1984, parachuting became a permitted activity, subject to the grant by the CAA of a
written permission, and in accordance with appropriate conditions specified in such CAA permission
documents. The British Parachute Association has been renamed British Skydiving and controls all
aspects of skydiving on behalf of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).
They are a democratic, not-for-profit organisation of individuals whose purpose is to organise, govern
and further the advancement of Skydiving in the UK.
Skydiving is one of today's most exciting sports. Dynamic and colourful, it offers mastery of the air and
the freedom to make the skies your own!
Enjoyment, exhilaration and limitless challenge are available even to the absolute beginner. And at its
highest level, skydiving is an intensely competitive sport which requires finely tuned skills, intimate
knowledge of the air and perfect body control. Many of their teams and individuals compete at
international level and have received numerous medals and world records.

NEWS
My thanks to Angel Fernandez for the following report:
BRITISH SKYDIVING REBRAND
The rebrand to British Skydiving has taken an important step forward. Working with our brand partners,
Creative Sponge, the final design of the new logo along with sub brand identities were approved at the
Council meeting in October. Running alongside this project is the new PIMS membership database
system and new websites for British Skydiving, Skydive the Mag and Skydive the Expo.
British Parachute Association has undergone a total brand review and has unveiled its new identity, logo
and website.
The new brand is not just about a name change and a logo. It encompasses a brand personality and a
visual identity that identifies who we are, what we do and that captures the quintessence of our sport
that will drive further engagement, increase participation and align us with other elite sports in the public
eye.
The new brand identity reflects British Skydiving’s commitment to providing the very best services in
order to meet the needs of its members and those of the affiliated Parachute Training Organisations
(PTOs).
After a competitive pitch process Norwich based agency, Creative Sponge was chosen to lead the
rebrand and worked closely with the Council and staff to build a brand identity that reflects British
Skydiving’s core values and future strategy. The rebrand to British Skydiving also includes fresh new
identities for Skydive the Mag and Skydive the Expo.
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The new website (www.britishskydiving.org) which also launched on the same day will seek to increase
British Skydiving’s online presence and help to communicate with current as well as prospective
members.

It includes the development of the new membership database, PIMS – Personal Information
Management System which is scheduled to go live next week. Members will be able to renew their
membership and ratings online.
The new website and membership database was built by member relations management specialist
Eudonet UK based in Newcastle-under-Lyme. The new website includes new sites for Skydive the Mag
(www.britishskydiving.org/mag ) and Skydive the Expo (www.britishskydiving.org/expo ) bringing
together the British Skydiving Family under one central hub. Although all email addresses transfer to the
new britishskydiving.org domain the old bpa.org.uk emails will still be redirected.
Commenting on the rebrand to British Skydiving, Chief Operating Officer, Tony Butler said; “I’m
delighted that we have rebranded as British Skydiving. It’s important that our brand works not just for
existing members, but from the wider public from where tomorrow’s members will come. And in
spreading the word on our sport in the media too. I believe we are the first of the sport parachuting
national governing bodies across the world to rebrand from sport parachuting to skydiving. It will be
interesting to see whether we are in the vanguard of what becomes a trend, in which case we might
claim a British first! The new brand is better for our engagement with the wider sporting landscape as
skydiving takes its rightful place in the family of British sports. Who we are and what we do is now
clearer. And it’s a super band for our international delegations to fly our flag among our many skydiving
friends from other nations near and far on the world stage”

INTRODUCING THE NEW BRITISH SKYDIVING COMMITTEE STRUCTURE
British Skydiving Council is putting in place a new committee structure from this year to help to deliver its
Strategic Plan for British Skydiving. The technical committees - the Safety & Training Committee (STC)
and its Riggers’ Subcommittee - are not affected by the current changes.
There will be a new Finance Committee, which will be chaired by the Treasurer. The old Development
Committee is reborn with a more focused remit as the Member Development Committee (MDC). It will
look after member journeys in our sport covering coaching, training and development pathways,
including liaison with STC on the development of new ratings and qualifications. It will champion
diversity, inclusivity and access to, and progression in, our sport.
Competitions will be covered by the new Élite Performance Committee which will be responsible to
Council for British Skydiving’s domestic competitions - the British Open Nationals, the UK Skydiving
League and our Grand Prix - plus selection and co-ordination of our International Delegations to World
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and other International Meets. Responsibility for the successful programme of Skills Coaching
Roadshows will now come under MDC.
The former competitions discipline reps will be succeeded by the new and enhanced role of Technical
Excellence Advisers (TEAs).
TEAs are a group of recognised subject experts in their own specialist field of skydiving, acting in an
ambassadorial and advisory capacity as leaders in their areas. They will advise both EPC and MDC and
may also be consulted by the Chief Operating Officer or Safety and Technical Officer on for example
preparation of training materials or manuals relative to their area of specialist expertise. TEAs will not be
members of, but advisers to, the committees and other groups they advise. This arrangement improves
governance by helping to avoid any potential conflict of interest.
TEAs for 2020 will be appointed after a meeting of the committee chairs and the COO in February.
The Communications Committee will continue to serve the membership and beyond through oversight of
British Skydiving’s digital platforms, including the new web hub and social media, as well as being the
editorial advisory body for our flagship Skydive the Mag. It is also responsible for overseeing
communications with the media and the wider public - the source of our new members. The
Communications Committee also oversees Skydive the Expo, the biggest consumer skydiving event in
the word, and our well-established industry day for members working in the sport, which has now been
assimilated into the Expo.
Tony Butler, Chief Operating Officer, said. “The new committee structure will help to optimise the
resources that British Skydiving brings to achieving its Strategic Plan in the most economic and effective
way for the benefit of our membership and our sport. There are opportunities for members to volunteer
their own professional and specialist skills where these will help us to achieve the aims of our Strategic
Plan. Our new brand of British Skydiving, our Strategic Plan, and Council’s new committee structure
mean we will hit the ground running in 2020 at the start of what I am sure will be the curtain-raiser to
exciting decade for our sport.”

NICK BUNTING STANDS DOWN AS INDEPENDENT DIRECTOR

Nick Bunting has stood down from his voluntary position as an independent non-executive director of
British Skydiving (British Parachute Association Ltd) due to his other commitments. Chair of Council
Martin Soulsby thanked Nick Bunting for his contribution to the development of British Skydiving’s
strategy over the last three years and wished him well for the future.
Nick is Secretary General of the Royal Air Forces Association and has had a very interesting career
starting with Cadbury’s then Guinness, Pepsico, the RFU (leading the development of refereeing), CEO
of one of His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales’ charities before becoming Chief Executive of the
Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports Association and now with RAFA.
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NEW ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS
Following the close of voting at noon on Thursday 9 January, the results of the election, received from
our independent scrutineers Mi-Voice have been announced. The election was for 4 x 3 year seats that
came up by rotation and a seat with a tenure of one year arising from a casual vacancy.
Congratulations to Kate Lindsley, Craig Poxon, Simon Soper, Mary Barratt, Jack Davies, Jim Bradwell,
Ben Samuel and Kieran Brady who have been elected to serve on the BS Council.

WHERE CAN I GO SKYDIVING?
Parachute Training Organisations (PTO) are also referred to as ‘Drop Zones’.
A list and map of Drop Zones are available at https://britishskydiving.org/where-can-i-skydive/

REVIEW OF 2019

The British Skydiving Review of the Year 2019 has now been published and can be viewed and
downloaded from: https://britishskydiving.org/review-of-the-year-2019

BRITISH SKYDIVING MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS
FROM 1 APRIL 2020
Full Member renewal: £110.11 – a year-on-year increase of £8.78.
Comprises a British Skydiving element of £64.95 and an insurance element of £45.16.
Joint Membership renewal: £199.31 – a year-on-year increase of £16.95.
Comprises a British Skydiving element of 108.99 and an insurance element of £90.32.
Retired Membership renewal: £64.95 – a year-on-year increase of £1.89.
Comprises a British Skydiving element only, as retired members do not jump.
Temporary membership (1 month): £19.89 – a year-on-year increase of £1.95.
Comprises a British Skydiving element of £7.22, VAT of £1.44, and an insurance element of £11.23.
Student Provisional membership: £18.74 – a year-on-year increase of £1.93.
Comprises a British Skydiving element of £7.51 and an insurance element of £11.23.
British Skydiving insurance covers third-party claims only. It does not provide personal accident
insurance, which members are strongly recommended to take out from the personal insurance market.
https://britishskydiving.org/forms/
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BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION (BCPA)
https://www.bcpa.org.uk/

The BCPA is a volunteer-run, non-profit organisation, set up for the purpose of promoting skydiving at a
collegiate level. The committee is voted in every year at the AGM, held on the weekend of BCPA
Nationals, and positions include Chair, Vice Chair, Events Coordinator, Tour Organiser and Club
Liaison. Want to get involved? Email mail@bcpa.org.uk to find out more. There are over 30 affiliated
university clubs where like-minded people can jump, compete and most importantly socialise with!
Members range from "freshers" who have only recently done their first jump to graduates with hundreds
of jumps who help film, coach and organise at BCPA events.
The BCPA co-ordinates annual inter-university leagues to allow clubs to compete against each other
both in competition (3-way, freefly and accuracy) as well as club achievements (such as obtaining Cat-8
or FS1). This culminates in an awards ceremony at the BCPA Nationals in the summer. Many clubs find
that success here can help to convince their university to allocate them more funding for the subsequent
year!
My thanks to Karolina for her report:We finally had our first event of the year back in late November, and what a success it was! We had over
70 people travel to Hibaldstow from all ends of the country, including Plymouth and Cardiff, making it the
biggest BCPA event since 2014! Unfortunately the weather did not agree with us and we were not able
to jump, but our members stayed occupied with packing lessons and practice, a creeper competition and
talks that our coaches and load organisers have kindly put on for us. These included a talk on how to
plan a tracking jump by Paul Cooper, followed by an introduction to freestyle by Chris Mayhew and a
discussion about canopy choices from Jack Bradford. We also had XDream and Symbiosis Suits
providing gear advice and suit alterations throughout the day.
Congratulations to the winners of our Freshers competition - University of York - for bringing the most
Freshers (skydiving students) to the event! They were awarded with logbooks kindly given to us as part
of an event sponsorship agreed with XDream - thank you!
Congratulations also go to Four-gy, the winners of the Creeper Competition organised by Catherine
Leather. They were awarded with logbooks kindly donated to us by Ali Woodhouse of Cypres and Alti-2
Europe - thank you!
A warm thank you goes out to all the coaches, load organisers and camera flyers who made themselves
available for us for the weekend: Jack Bradford, Cara Pritchard, Catherine Leather, Rich Cotton, Paul
Cooper, Weed Stoodley, Chris Mayhew, Ali Woodhouse and Alex Potter. A massive thank you also to
Skydive Hibaldstow who have let us host the event at their drop zone!
Now it’s time for our next event… BCPA Indoors! This is going to be held at Bodyflight Bedford tunnel
on the weekend of 22nd/23rd February. Head over to our website to sign up!
Last but not least, for those of you attending Skydive the Expo, come and see our Chair and Vice Chair,
Catherine Diffey and Amber Padfield, give a talk about “40 Years of the BCPA”.
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http://www.precisionflying.co.uk
Responsible for the promotion and day-to-day running of Rally and Precision Flying competitions within
the UK and the selection of pilots and crew to represent Great Britain at international competitions
organised under the auspices of the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI).
VFR navigation skills developed during the Private Pilots Licence (PPL) course are all too quickly
forgotten as reliance is placed on GPS systems. Check out our video https://vimeo.com/57272236
New members, flying and non-flying, are always welcome. Contact http://www.precisionflying.co.uk for
further information.

NEWS
This year 2020 sees BPPA Team GB off to Stellenbosch in South Africa, Stellenbosch for the 2020 FAI
World Rally Championships. Rally flying is a slightly different discipline, being for a crew of pilot and
navigator, whereas precision flying, at the top level, is flown solo.

The BPPA is always looking for more pilots and navigators. If you fancy having a go, and maybe joining
the team in Stellenbosch, do get in touch. Remember, navigators don’t need a pilot’s licence so rally
flying is ideal for partners.
rodneyblois@gmail.com

or cbarnes@globalnet.co.uk
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https://www.fsdp.co.uk
The aim of the Charity is to help disabled people discover their true potential through the mental and
physical stimulation of learning to fly a light aircraft. The challenges they face and overcome help them
to find new confidence and self-esteem in rising above their own personal life difficulties, and help them
to view their future with greater self-assurance.
Since the scheme began nearly 400 disabled people have benefited from learning to fly.

2020 SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships which include 35 hours flight tuition and associated ground school will be award at the
beginning of April. Watch this space for names of the recipients.
Scholarships commence with a scholar’s seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are
introduced to their instructors and scholar training partner(s).
Flying training is undertaken at flying schools in the UK between May and October and will be of three or
four-weeks duration in either a PA-28 or a Microlight aircraft.

The next issue, Spring 2020, of this Newsletter will have a report by Bristol Aero Club’s Debra Ford
and the work that BAC does with FSDP and getting their scholars in the air.
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http://formulaairracing.com
FARA (The Formula Air Racing Association) is the recognised official governing body and
sanctioning authority for Formula Air Racing disciplines. It is the governing body in the UK for the sport
known as formula one air racing and, in cooperation with the American IF1 and French APAF
associations it sanctions those air races around the world in the official Air Race 1 World Cup series.
FARA is also the international sanctioning body for the new electric air racing formula, Air Race E.

Nothing further to report in this Newsletter but interesting developments to report in the Spring issue,
published mid May.
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http://www.hcgb.co.uk
The HCGB membership represents almost all of the private helicopter owners and pilots in the UK and
actively encourages social flying and many members regularly participate in the organised events as
well as organising an annual calendar of events ranging from lunch fly-ins, cross channel weekends,
visits to military establishments and breweries and covering just about anything you can think of doing.
The HCGB was founded in 1966 to promote the sporting and social use of helicopters but in recent
years the HCGB has come to the fore in defending freedom to fly from new restrictions and expensive &
unnecessary equipment requirements.
Members of the HCGB form the British Helicopter Team and compete nationally and internationally in
the World Helicopter Championship and the Helicopter World Cup both at home and overseas. Annually
the HCGB holds its own UK competition event.

NEWS
The HCGB AGM is being held at Coombe Abbey, Coventry, on Sunday 1st March 2020

It's the first outing of the New Year for the Club and there is plenty of space to land at the hotel. If you
don't fancy the walk to the front door there will be a car available!
After the business is over, a three course traditional Sunday lunch is planned to look forward to. So it will
be a very sociable day out and guests welcome.

FAI PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATES
Applying for proficiency certificates is a relatively easy process which can be done by completing a
simple application form. There are three to apply for - bronze, silver and gold. The requirements for
Certificates of Proficiency are available at https://www.fai.org/page/cig-certificates-proficiency for
downloading along with the application form. Once completed, please email david@djme.co.uk as the
form requires the signature of the FAI UK delegate for verification.
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GoMembership is live!
You can now renew your HCGB membership on line.
https://hcgb.azolve.com/Account.mvc/Login?ReturnUrl=%2f
Here are the simple steps to follow:
1. Use the email address registered with the club as your user name.
2. Click on 'Forgotten Password'
3. Check your email and follow the link.
4. Set a password.
5. Click on 'let's go'.
6. Select communications preferences.
7. Accept HCGB & GoMembership conditions (requires you to scroll to the bottom of the page).
8. Your details will appear. You can update your profile and details. Starred field are required.
9. Pay your subscription, select the membership tab.

COMPETITION FLYING
Since its inauguration, there has been an annual competition held by the HCGB at various venues
across the UK. Those who take part are either private pilots, instructor and military pilots. The original
concept of a British Championship has been updated with crowd facing helicopter races which are
excellent to watch. On the European and International stage, the HCGB is represented by the British
Helicopter Team, Britain's best pilots and co-pilots going up against the rest of the world. The British
Team has been active for a number of years with successful World Helicopter Championship campaigns
in the recent years being held in Germany, Russia and Poland.

Participation is actively encouraged and the Team is always on the lookout for new crews, judges and
helpers at its events. Annually there is a calendar of competition across Europe and as far afield as
Russia. The sport flying arm of the HCGB is managed by HCGB Chairman David Monks, who is a long
standing international competitor who has successfully managed past teams all the way to the silver
medal position, hot on the heels of the world champions, Russia. He is always looking for people to join
the team - and it’s not just flying crews who can join. There is a constant requirement for British judges
to be on the field at event to make sure the rules and regulations of the governing body of Airsports, the
FAI, are upheld. There are many facets to taking the British Team to an event be it in Europe or Russia
and its really good fun being on tour with other countries in other countries.
David is always happy to discuss the team and if you fancy joining in then drop him an email
djm.electrical.office@gmail.com
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
The Light Aircraft Association (LAA) was established just after the end of World War Two with the aim of
ensuring that recreational aviation was affordably available to the man in the street. Pre-war it had
predominantly been the preserve of the better off.

NEWS
LAA STARTS 2020 WITH RECORD FLEET SIZE AND MEMBERSHIP
The Light Aircraft Association starts the New Year with a record fleet size of 2,827 aircraft on valid
Permits to Fly overseen by the Association. The year 2019 saw 2,750 permits renewed, 50 more than
the previous year, and 93 newly permitted aircraft took to the skies for the first time.
There was also an increase in the number of new projects registered in 2019 at 83, in comparison with
67 the previous year. Membership figures look equally good too, with 7,790 members recorded at the
year’s end, including around 600 new recruits.
“We’re delighted to be starting the New Year with such robust figures” said CEO Steve Slater. “While
some have worried about stagnation or worse in our sector, these numbers demonstrate that there is
strong support for lower-cost recreational flying. We’ve got an exciting year ahead too, with activities
including a summer Scottish Tour and the LAA Rally, new additions to our Permit fleet including YAK
aircraft and a renewed commitment to areas including engineering training and the LAA Pilot Coaching
Scheme.”

LAA NATIONAL COACH
Chris Thompson has been appointed National Coach for the LAA’s Pilot Coaching Scheme. Chris not
only has a wide range of flying all sorts of aircraft he also run’s the LAA’s ROCC (Radio Operator's
Certificate of Competence) the Air Ground Radio Operators courses at his home airfield – Popham.
The ROCC course is in two parts. Day One is made up of the core training and radio procedures
practice on simulated ground-to-air communications, leading to practice for the written and practical
examination. Day TWO will consist of the CAA written and practical examinations which will allow
candidates to directly apply for the CAA ROCC Certificate.
The cost of the course is £165 for LAA Members and £185.00 for Non-Members. (Please note an
additional fee of £37 is payable to the CAA for the ROCC certificate)
Contact LAA HQ to book your place office@laa.uk.com

2020 LAA TRAINING COURSES
LAA Courses are held in their workshops and lecture theatre facilities at the Turweston HQ, unless
otherwise stated.
There are at the time of going to press places on the following courses: Wooden Aircraft Structures
dates TBA; Rotax - 15th February 2020 : (914 engine only) & 29th February 2020 ( 80 and 100 hp
engine only) Please be aware that this course is for pilots and not commercial enterprises and only for
the carburettor engines
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ROCC Air to Ground Radio Operators - Courses will be arranged as required
To book a place contact: Sheila or Penny 01280 846786 (press 2 when asked) have payment details to
confirm your booking.or visit the LAA website www.laa.uk.com
If you wish to be added to the LAA waiting list for any of their above courses listed on their website
www.laa.uk.com please email your details to office@laa.uk.com with course(s) interested in so they can
see if they can provide additional dates.

ARMSTRONG-ISAACS BURSARY
The Fund trustees were astounded to find that no less than 60 applications have been lodged, and
work has commenced to select the lucky five recipients and announce them in early February.
The bursaries are intended to help young PPL trainees (up to 30 years of age) through that later stage of
the course when cross country navigational exercises mean that two-hour, or longer, lessons are
required, with the correspondingly higher costs over a single hour’s lesson. To that end, applicants must
already have a minimum of five hours’ solo.
Details of the 2020 bursary application process will be announced in September.

Ellie Carter, an Armstrong-Isaacs bursary recipient at the CAA in Gatwick and picked up her PPL on her 17th
birthday

Youth & Education Support (YES)
Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, and more
commonly abbreviated to YES, works together with LAA Clubs, leading industry companies, local
education authorities, schools and universities and many others to educate, encourage and inspire
young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with aviation.
Checkout the Youth section in this Newsletter to see the latest YES news
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FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2020
As the closing date for this year’s round of the FAI’s Aviation Art contest for Young People “Flying
Yesterday and Tomorrow” was drawing near, 31st January 2020, the LAA invited the Sywell Air Scouts
to LAA HQ at Turweston.
They were able to spend the day on the airfield practising their artistic skills under the watchful eye of
David Burchett, from the Guild of Aviation Artists, and produced some fine entries for the competition.

They were also treated to a hangar tour and a visit to the control tower as well as an opportunity to
‘build’ a pedal plane!
The title for the 2021 competition will be announced in April and details will be on the LAA website.

DON’T FORGET YOUR 5% discount from Pooleys
If you are ordering any flight equipment from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com use the promotional
code YES at the checkout and you will be helping to support the work that YES (Youth & Education
Support) is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount off your orders.

LAA STRUT MEETINGS
Some LAA Strut meetings make a small charge for non-members but all are welcome to attend and
meetings are an excellent source of advice and help, whether building, buying, training or simply wanting
to be involved in the local aviation scene.
STRUT’s arrange a number of flying and social events throughout the year and most hold monthly
meetings and maybe an interesting aviation related talk. Meetings are an excellent source of advice and
help whether building, buying, training or simply wanting to be involved in the local aviation scene and
are dotted around the UK
Checkout the LAA website for details of your local STRUT on an interactive map
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/struts/struts.html
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LAA STRUT LEADERS MEET AT HQ
A gathering of leaders from the twenty five LAA Struts was convened last November. This meeting gave
the opportunity for general conversation regarding the running of the Struts and a chance to debate
more specific topics relevant to all LAA members.
Since the meetings began, coordinated by David Millin, it has been good to see how the groups are
growing and the various presentations and flying activities present social and practical opportunities for
the members.

Having celebrated the 50th birthday of the Struts in 2019 we were able to reminisce as well as look
forward to the challenges of a new decade in aviation.

OTHER CLUBS ASSOCIATED TO THE LAA
There are also a number of other Clubs associated to the LAA that are dedicated to a specific aircraft
manufacturer or model. The Vintage Aircraft Club, Europa Club, European Luscombe Club etc., can
offer social activities and useful technical support for owners or those interested in that particular type.

FOR LAA FRIENDLY AIRFIELDS
CHECKOUT http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Airfields/airfield_listing.html
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http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (“The 3Rs”) is mandated to oversee British
handicap air racing, British and World aviation records and formal air rallies.
The 3R’s have delegated authority from the FAI (Fédération Aéronautique Internationale) www.fai.org to
oversee National and World Record attempts by UK licenced pilots and citizens.
If you are interested in setting an Aviation Record, be it point to point (speed), altitude or endurance then
contact Geoffrey Boot, Record Coordinator at geoffreyboot@gmail.com

3RS AGM, SYMPOSIUM AND AWARDS DINNER – 23 NOVEMBER 2019
The Wood Norton Hotel at Evesham played host to our AGM on 23 November and they pretty much
took over the place. A successful meeting saw the appointment of a couple of new faces to the 2R’s
Management Committee:
Sean Roberson as Chief Steward and Simon Tilling as Pilot Representative.
Other changes, Mark Turner was appointed Clerk of the Course, Matt Summers the new Chief
Handicapper and Cliff Hawkins Treasurer.
After the AGM they enjoyed a fabulous dinner before getting down to the serious business of presenting
the trophies to the 2019 winners.

2019 British Air Racing Champion Jonathan Willis – (centre)
3R’s Chairman Tim Wastell (L) and Social Secretary Claire Goodall (R)
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Navigator Champion - Gurcharan Bhoday (top L)
Outram Trophy – Bill Tollett (top R)
Mossey Preston, Sonic Challenge & ABC Homebuilt – Matt Summers
Matt Summers & 3R’s Chairman Tim Wastell (L) Matt with navigator Sean Roberson & Claire Goodall (C)

2020 AIR RACE SEASON
25-26 April :
16-17 May:
21-22 June:
18-19 July:
22-23 August:
26-27 September:

Leeds East
Beccles
Haverford West
Sandown, Isle of Wight
Leicester
Alderney

There are some wonderful trophies to race for including The Kings Cup: once known as the Circuit of
Britain Race, this is perhaps the most coveted trophy in sporting aviation, arousing keen competition
since 1922 when it was presented by King George V.
This first race was an 810-mile contest from Croydon Aerodrome, south of London, to Glasgow,
Scotland and back again after an overnight stop. Entries were restricted to British and British
Commonwealth pilot. The winner of the first race was Captain F. C. Bernard, chief pilot of Instone Air
Line flying an Airco DH.4A. He won the Cup again in 1925 when the length of the course was doubled to
1,608 miles this time in a A.W. Siskin V.
The race was suspended during WWII commencing again in 1949 at Elmdon Airfield, later to become
Birmingham International Airport, and won by Nat Somers flying a Miles M65 Gemini 3.
1957 The King's Cup Air Race won by jet aircraft for first time, a Miles M77 Sparrowjet flown by Fred
Dunkerley.
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Not only is this a handicap race but sometimes the pilot is handicapped too. In 1982 winner Geoffrey
Richardson, flying a Bolkow Bo 209 Monsun, had lost a leg when racing in the Isle of Man TT in 1971.
3 women have won The King’s Cup in its long history, Miss Winifred Brown in 1930 flying a Avro Avian
III, Josephine in a Piper PA-18 Super Cub (1981) and in 1997 Melanie Willes.

While a handful of pilots have won this much coveted prize twice, Fran L Barnard; WL Hope; Charles E
Gardner; James H Denyer and John Stewart-Wood; only 3 pilots have won it 3 times apiece, AJ Spiller;
Rogers Hayes and Geoffrey Boot.
To qualify for entry to race for the King’s Cup pilots must have competed 1 weekend's air racing (ie 2
races) plus the Steward's Cup on the Saturday of the King's Cup weekend as well as being either a
British or a British Commonwealth pilot. At each race new Cups were made to be presented by the King
which continued until he realised this was financially prohibitive as he was paying for these out of his
own pocket. and one of the newest British air racing trophies The Bruce and Ian Hook Celebration
Trophy: donated by Bruce’s son Guy and made by fellow air racer John Kelsall.

Bruce was a keen pilot and member of The Royal Aero club for 23 years taking part in his first race in
1987 in his beloved Chipmunk which he raced for a number of years before also competing in his
Cessna 337 and finally his Beech Baron, all under his lucky race number 305.
He was often found with his sons by his side, Ian would accompany him in the cockpit as navigator and
Guy loved to race against them, navigating for fellow air racers.
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Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT)
Charity Commission No.1068451
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org

Through active and ongoing involvement in fund raising and the preparation of grant applications, the
Trust prime focus is improving the public accessibility of the Royal Aero Club Collection and increasing
the availability of bursaries to help young people improve their flying skills.
The Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT) has 2 main objectives:
1.
The Trust's main aim is to enable young people to achieve their full physical, intellectual, social
and spiritual potential through participation in air sports and recreation. To offset financial constraints,
the Flying for Youth Scheme offers initial bursaries to young people aged between 14 and 21 years to
enhance existing qualifications. The Advanced bursaries assist more experienced air sports persons up
to 24 years of age reach the very highest level of achievement such as gaining an instructor qualification
or to compete in international or national competitions.
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries
2.
The Trust through its connection with The Royal Aero Club is concerned to maintain and enhance
the presentation of over one hundred years of aviation history represented by artefacts, memorabilia and
archive documents originally owned by the Club and now owned by the Trust. These are primarily house
with the RAF Museums but also available through the Trust’s “Collections” website
(www.royalaeroclubcollection.org).

NEWS
2019 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
35 bursaries were awarded in 2019 to light aircraft pilots, skydivers, a hang glider pilot, model aircraft
and drone flyers, a flight simulator pilot and more than 50% of the bursaries going to glider pilots. All
successful bursary recipients were very successfully able to develop and advance their existing
qualifications through the Flying for Youth Scheme.
No applications were received from micro light pilots and balloon pilots. [Perhaps this year?: Ed]
Available Bursaries included the Advanced Bursary for gifted young air sports persons up to 24 years of
age who have been a recipient of an initial bursary.
The more experienced air sports youngsters achieved exceptionally high level goals. For example, a
glider pilot gained the tailwheel endorsement for Club Tug use whilst a Skydiver qualified as a Coach
and another used her bursary to train to a level that enabled her to be selected for the Royal Navy
Display Team. And another skydiver gained Gold in the national Wingsuit competition. Model aircraft
flyers excelled in national and international competitions winning an array of medals including Gold and
a bursary enabled a Drone pilot gain a high level qualification.
The full list of 2019 bursary winners can be viewed on the Trust website: www.royalaeroclubtrust.org
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Callum Doake: flight simulator pilot

Laura Sidhom

2020 FLYING FOR YOUTH APPLICATIONS
2020 Bursary application forms and terms and conditions are now available for download on the Royal
Aero Club Trust website (www.royalaeroclubtrust.org)
Air sports youngsters, who must hold British Citizenship and be permanently resident in UK and aged
between 14 to 21 years (24 years in the case of Advanced Bursaries) are encouraged to submit
applications. This includes light aircraft pilots, glider pilots, skydivers, model aircraft and drone flyers,
paraglide and hang-glide and microlight pilots, balloon pilots, and flight simulator pilots.
The closing date for applications is 31 March 2020.
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The scheme is divided into four categories of Bursaries:
1.
Flying Bursaries/Grants for those wishing to advance from one recognised level of air sport
to the next higher level and wish to upgrade their existing qualifications;
2.
Flight Simulator Bursaries/Grants for Computer Flight Simulation enthusiasts wishing to
gain practical experience of flying or an air sport.
3.
Aeromodelling Bursaries to enable flyers upgrade equipment or to gain further
qualifications.
4.
Advanced Bursaries to enable well qualified air sports persons enter international or
national competitions or other prestigious events or to advance their existing qualifications to a higher
level to the benefit of the sport (eg to gain an instructor qualification).
The scheme and the bursaries comprise all types of air sports and aviation-related activities including:
paragliding, gliding, hang-gliding, parachuting, microlight aircraft, helicopter, light aircraft and the
designing, building and flying model aeroplanes (including multi-rotary wing - eg drones).

ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Want to give something back to air sports?
the Trust?

Interested in the management and future development of

Then why not apply to become a Trust volunteer?
The Royal Aero Club Trust currently seeks volunteers to freshen the Trust Management Team and
assist the Trust in its development in the coming decade.
If you have a keen interest in air sports generally or you have particular skills, interest or experience in
aviation heritage, fundraising and grant making, IT, or communications (PR), why not contact the Trust
to discuss volunteering opportunities and the possibility of eventually being appointed to the Trust
Management Committee.
If this opportunity excites you then email your interest to the Chairman of Trustees, David Bills
(bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org)

EARLY ROYAL AERO CLUB FLYING RECORDS ARE ONLINE
‘Royal Aero Club Aviators’ Certificates’ collection (1910-1950) reveals the names and faces of Britain’s
magnificent men (and women) and their flying machines via https://www.ancestry.co.uk/ and contains
over 28,000 records and 13,000 photographs (across 34 albums; the majority of these photographs will
never before have been available to the public) of men and women who qualified as pilots in the golden
age of British aviation, as powered flight went from science fiction to reality.
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The Royal Aero Club Aviators’ Certificates, 1910-1950 collection is available to Ancestry members and
through a 14-Day Free Trial.
For more information: http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/raec-collection/collectionpr

ROYAL AERO CLUB MEMORABILIA
The RAeCT’s collection of Royal Aero Club memorabilia is all housed at the RAF Museum. The
Museum, a long term supporter of the Trust, has been updated with new exhibits to celebrate the
Centenary of the Royal Air Force and the place of Hendon in the history of British aviation. The Trust
has contributed a number of items to the exhibition.

CENTENNIAL FUND
The RAeS are closing their Centennial Fund which has, over many years, made regular donations to the
RAeCT to fund bursaries. The RAeC thanks the Royal Aeronautical Society for its generous support in
the past.
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https://www.aerosociety.com
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) holds major conferences, lectures and events at its
headquarters in central London at 4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ. Lectures and conferences
normally open to interested non-members. The RAeS also encompasses a variety of special interest
groups and local branches in the UK, and overseas, who too organise programmes of lectures and
events.

NEWS
CENTENNIAL FUND
The RAeS are closing their Centennial Fund which has, over many years, made regular donations to the
RAeCT to fund bursaries. The RAeC thanks the Royal Aeronautical Society for its generous support in
the past.

HIGH TIME FOR HYDROGEN
USA Stealth start-up ZeroAvia will this year test a six-seat Piper single-engine piston aircraft converted
to use a hydrogen powertrain in the skies of the UK.
Hydrogen as a fuel has many advantages. Energy-rich and easy to make, it nevertheless has failed to
take off for many reasons. The need for volume to store means that liquid hydrogen requires cryogenic
tanks – adding substantially to an aircraft’s drag. Additionally, memories of the Hindenburg disaster and
complex fuelling of rocket launches has kept it away from adoption in mainstream aviation. However,
ZeroAvia, plans to change that by using hydrogen as the fuel for a new hybrid powertrain system for
small regional airliners.

Founder and CEO of ZeroAvia, Val Miftakhov, comes from a highly interesting background, for someone
looking to introduce a new logistics and fuel infrastructure to the aviation industry – and understanding
the need for scale and ‘range anxiety’. A physicist by training, he previously pioneered electric charging
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stations for cars with a company called Electric MotorWerks which was sold off in 2017. A private pilot
himself in helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft, he said the idea for ZeroAvia came from these two themes.
Miftakov notes that, despite the excitement over electric battery-powered flight, “those who have done
their due diligence looking at the operating parameters have decided that probably it will take some time
before they can meaningfully fly those things.”
Initial test flights have already taken place in Hollister, California and, in early 2020, the company is set
to transfer flight testing to the UK at Cranfield ahead of long-range 250-300mile demonstration flights in
the Orkney lslands. The aircraft was converted to a hydrogen powertrain at the end of 2018 and
received a FAA experimental certification in February 2019. In 2019 the company also received a £2.7m
grant from the UK’s Aerospace Technology Institute under the HyFlyer project.
Initial flight testing is set to begin this month from Cranfield, with the 300-mile demonstration flights to
Kirkwall Airport in the Orkney Islands taking place around September.
Why test in the UK? There appears to be a high level of support for greener aviation initiatives from
Whitehall through funding tools like the Aerospace Technology Institute (ATI) and says Miftakhov “the
UK ecosystem perspective with target partners and potential joint venture partners…Rolls-Royce is
here. Airbus has a huge operation, GKN Aerospace and other major players in aerospace are here.
Again, the government is quite supportive of new technologies and wants to keep the place of UK in the
global aerospace industry.”
For more information see https://www.aerosociety.com/news/high-time-for-hydrogen/

WINNERS OF THE RAeS ELECTRIC AIR RACE DESIGN CONTEST

IONTREPID used a flying wing configuration

The 2019 RAeS competition was to design an electric air-racer, inspired by Air Race E’s new
competition starting up in 2020. With a single pilot and short duration, this is an excellent proving ground
for new electric powertrain technologies. The results were announced at the Royal Aeronautical
Society’s annual Light Aircraft Design Conference on Electrifying General Aviation on 18 November. The
packed audience included His Excellency Tadej Rupel, Slovenian Ambassador to the UK, there to
celebrate an award to a Slovenian team.
Steve Slater, CEO of the Light Aircraft Association presented the awards to
1st: IONTREPID from New Zealand in a time of 2 minutes 47.6 seconds.
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An impressive maximum speed of 330kts with an ability to get round the high-G turns without losing
much speed. IONTREPID is a high aspect ratio flying wing with a pusher motor and retractable
nosewheel designed by Cameron Garner from x.aerodynamics of Timaru in New Zealand.
Drag is minimised with the short fuselage and the rear propeller ingests the fuselage boundary layer.
Wing sections were tailored to increase laminar flow.
X.aerodynamics develop flight-realistic aircraft models for the x-plane simulator.
2nd: Sparrowhawk R-1 from the UK in 2:58.9

The Sparrowhawk is designed for home-built racers

Featureing a triple wing configuration with twin, wing mounted motors and a V-tail. Unusually, it’s mainly
of metal construction, designed for easy home-building.
3rd: AformX R(e) from Slovenia in 3:07.1
Featuring three motors, one at each wing tip (to reduce vortex drag) and a third pusher at the tail which
ingests the fuselage boundary layer.

The competition required entrants to design an electric air racer to take off and fly around an oval circuit
five times, with extended high G turns at each end. The time was measured round the five kilometre
race circuit in a simulator. AFormX are flight test subcontractors for Pipistrel and also build virtual reality
flight simulators.
Georg Kügemann of Germany developed special software that measured the race time and voided any
flights in which the aircraft flew too high, too low, or inside a pylon. Flying this race accurately proved
challenging for the competitors! Entrants also had to justify their simulator assumptions in a
comprehensive design report.
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15 entrants provided fierce competition for the title, submitting a wide variety of designs - most of them
highly unconventional. The freedom provided by small, light electric motors has led to a fascinating
range of distributed power configurations. Entries this year came with one, two, three and four motors,
and with one, two and three wings.
THE RAeS HISTORICAL GROUP
The Historical Group exists to provide a focus within the RAeS for the study and discussion of
aerospace history, and to contribute on behalf of the Society to wider activities in this field, both in the
UK and internationally and organises several lectures and discussion evenings at RAeS Headquarters
each year which everyone is welcome to attend.

RAeS LECTURES
All RAeS Lectures are free to attend for RAeS members. To reserve your place send your name and
contact details to conference@aerosociety.com or click on 'book now' for the RAeS Event
https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar you wish to attend and log in to your profile or create a
user account. RAeS lectures are delivered all over the UK, not just at their HQ at No.4 Hamilton
Place, London, W1J 7BQ
February lectures include:
19th: The Business of Borrowing Bird Biology: Understanding and mimicking avian flight mechanics: Dr
Peter Thomas Venue: A166, Lindop Building, University of Hertfordshire, College Lane Campus,
Hatfield, AL10 9AB Time: 18:45 - 20:00
12th - When Lightning Strikes Twice. Dave Gordon, Senior Vice President, Business Development UK,
Rolls-Royce. Venue: Rolls-Royce - Learning and Development Centre, Wilmore Road, Derby DE24 9BD
Time & Tickets: https://geoffwilde2020.eventbrite.co.uk
26th: Airborne Maritime Surveillance Radar in WW2. Prof. Simon Watts, MBE FREng. Venue:
Brooklands Museum, Weybridge, Surrey, KT13 0QN Time: 18:45 - 20:15
March lectures include:
4th - Aerochallenge 2020. Venue: No.4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ Time: 10.00-16.00 Free
entry, lunch and refreshments. To register team/individual: conferences@aerosociety.com by 19th
11th - 2020 Sir John Charnley Lecture - The Furture's Bright the Future's Autonomous: Dr Alvin Wilby,
Vice President for Research, Technical & Innovation Thales UK. Venue: ARA Sports and Social Club
Aircraft Research Association, Manton Lane, Bedford, MK41 7PF
30th - All the World’s Aircraft - The Legacy of Fred Jane. Paul Jackson FRAeS Venue: No.4 Hamilton
Place, London, W1J 7BQ Time: 18:00 - 19:00
April lectures include:
1st- Unlocking the Future of Hypersonics and Space Access: Venue: The Montgomery Theatre, The
Defence Academy of the United Kingdom, Faringdon Rd., Shrivenham, Wiltshire. SN6 8LA Time:
19:30-21:00 Regististration: with the branch secretary not less than 5 working days before the event.
Guest must carry photo ID to gain entry to the Defence Academy NOTE access will be denied if not
available. Please supply full name as it appears on photo ID, Nationality, Car Registration and a means
of contact either email or phone. This information should be sent to das@aerosociety.com
2nd - Skynet 5: Mr Patrick Wood, Marshall Aerospace and Defence Group Venue: Cambridge University,
Lecture Theatre ‘0’, Cambridge University Engineering Department, Trumpington Street, Cambridge
CB2 1PZ Time: 19.15
May lectures include:
5th - The North American X-15, the first manned American spacecraft: Mr Roger Allton. Venue:
Brockington Building Lecture Theatre U020, Loughborough University, Epinal Way, Loughborough LE11
3TU Time: 19.15
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13th - Keys Don’t Float – Everything you need to know about Flying Floatplanes: Captain Bryan Pill,
Mission Aviation Fellowship, MA Venue: Cottingham Parks Golf Club, Cottingham Parks Golf Club,
Woodhill Way, Cottingham, Hull, East Yorkshire, HU16 5SW Time:

For details of all RAeS lectures, conferences and events: https://www.aerosociety.com/eventscalendar/

You can also catch-up on past lectures and events via the RAeS Video and Audio Archive
https://www.aerosociety.com/events/catch-up-on-events/video-audio-archive/
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IS YOUR AERODROME UNDER THREAT?
Old Sarum: The airfield closed on 31st October, a sad day for GA, but the museum is remaining open. Such
a shame that the development of an Airpark was turned down as was an amazing project with great
potential for the site and for the local area.
Wycombe Air Park: Helicopter Aircraft Holdings Ltd, who lease the site from Wycombe District Council,
has agreed a new lease. However, the 2033 Local Plan has been adopted which will result in the loss of a
runway and relocation of gliding activities.
POSSIBLY GOOD NEWS
Manston: We are waiting on the decision of The Planning Inspectorate having had three months to make a
recommendation on the application. Thanet District Council recognises the existing use of Manston as an
airport. We shall wait and see.
My thanks to John Walker for his January 2020 UK Airfields under threat update:
Aerodrome
Andrewsfield

Bourn

Current Status
Braintree, Colchester and Tendring Councils are jointly developing a Local Plan
for North-East Essex with an area including Andrewsfield aerodrome earmarked
for a garden community with ultimately 10,000 homes. The definitive Local Plan
is the subject of Public Examination with the Planning Inspector raising concerns
about the proposal which the Councils have addressed by a further public
consultation and with additional public hearings planned for 14 - 20 January 2020.
Site earmarked for some 3,500 homes in 2031 Local Plan adopted by South
Cambridgeshire District Council on 27 September 2018 after completion of all
planning procedures, including Public Examination. A planning application for the
development has been submitted.

Cambridge

Marshall Group will be vacating the aerodrome by 2030 and relocate to either of
Cranfield, Duxford or Wyton (see page 2). The Group has stated its intent to the
local authorities to put the site forward for development as part of the next Local
Plan from 2030.

Chalgrove

After a reassessment, site included in South Oxfordshire District Council draft
2034 Local Plan submitted for public examination on 29 March 2019 for a 3,000home development with a new runway for Martin-Baker Aircraft (MBA)
operations. Homes England (HE) the land owner has stated that they will use their
CPO powers if current negotiations about the development with MBA (their
tenant) who wish to protect and expand their operations, are unsuccessful.

Deenethorpe

Site accepted under the Government’s Garden Village scheme for development
with up to 1,500 homes which development is supported by the Brudenell Estate,
the site owner. After public consultations on a proposed site masterplan, East
Northamptonshire Council approved the masterplan on 15 October 2018 and a
planning application for the development is expected soon.

Dunsfold

Planning application for mixed use development with 1,800 homes on site
approved by Waverley Borough Council on 14 December 2016 but called in for a
Public Inquiry the result of which was Central Government approval for the
application on 29 March 2018. Protest groups appealed these decisions in the
High Court but the Court rejected these challenges on 5 November 2018. The
development has now been granted Government Garden Village status.

Elvington

York City Council definitive Local Plan submitted for Public Examination on 25
May 2018 with public hearings commencing on 10 December 2019 includes a
development of up to 3,330 homes occupying the middle section of the runway.

80

Fairoaks

Halfpenny Green
(Wolverhampton
Business Airport)

Hullavington

Langar

Long Marston

Manston

North Denes
(Yarmouth Heliport)

Planning application for 1,000-home Garden Village on site accepted as valid by
Surrey Heath Borough Council in October 2018. An alternative scheme
(“Fairoaks 2020”) that retains the aerodrome, originally put forward by a local
opposition group, has been included in proposals from Unity Land LLP who have
requested that the planning application be called in for Public Inquiry. Public
consultation ended on 30 July 2018 on Council’s draft Local Plan options
document which states that for Chobham “Employment and Retail - Sets out that
development at Fairoaks Airport should be guided by a development brief /
masterplan.”
Aerodrome sold to MCR Property Group an investment and development
company focused on commercial and residential real estate. In September 2018
South Staffordshire Council approved a Site Allocation Document expanding on
the previously adopted Core Strategy for their emerging Local Plan which states
that the airport is allocated and protected for employment purposes. Public
consultation by MCR on proposal for construction of 112 homes on south-east
corner of site and aerodrome improvements including 3 new hangars, started on 7
March 2019.
Aerodrome site has been sold to Dyson Ltd who has renovated two existing Type
D hangars as research centres and obtained outline planning permission from
Wiltshire Council for a site wide masterplan excluding use of the main runway. A
full planning application to extend the runway and construct a private hangar was
withdrawn on 1 November 2019.
Aerodrome currently occupied / operated by British Parachute Schools sold in
January 2019 to the owner of Nottingham City (Tollerton) aerodrome (see entry
on page 3). Emergency runway 01/19 is being leased for the testing of
experimental autonomous cars.
Aerodrome is designated in Stratford-on-Avon Local Plan adopted Core Strategy
for housing and has Government Garden Village approval for which a planning
application has been submitted. Developer is Cala Homes in conjunction with site
owner. See entry for Wellesbourne on page 3.
Examination period ended on 9 July 2019 into the application made by River Oak
Strategic Partners (who have now purchased the site) for a Development Consent
Order (DCO) to retain the aerodrome as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project.
The Planning Inspectorate has made a recommendation on the
application to the Secretary of State who has until 18 January 2020 to make a
decision. Thanet District Council definitive 2031 Local Plan submitted for Public
Examination on 30 October 2018 with hearings commencing on 2 April 2019
recognises the existing use of Manston as an airport and provides for the DCO
process to continue.
The aerodrome with two grass runways is for sale having been disused since 2015
on the cessation of North Sea helicopter operations.

Nottingham City
(Tollerton)
Old Sarum

With the support of the land owner, site earmarked for up to 4,000 homes in Local
Plan adopted by Rushcliffe Borough Council on 8 October 2019.
Site owner’s planning application for housing development and 10 additional
hangars refused on appeal in a Planning Inspectorate decision letter dated 11 July
2019. The owner applied for a Judicial Review of this decision but the application
was refused by the High Court. In a letter dated 25 July 2019 the owner gave
notice of the termination of site licences from 31 October 2019 the date from
which the aerodrome was notified as closed to all movements until 29 January
2020. Multi-year agreement reached with effect from 1 February 2020 for site to
be used as a parachute centre but with no private or recreational flying being
permitted.

Panshanger

Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council definitive Local Plan provides for a realigned
grass runway to the north of previous runway 11/29. Definitive Local Plan subject
to Public Examination with specific hearings on the aerodrome taking place on 20
February and 27 June 2018. An outline planning application to re-open the
aerodrome has been submitted and another party submitted a separate application
to establish a replacement aerodrome at Hatfield which application was refused on
23 October 2019.
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Peterborough / Sibson

Plymouth

Redhill

Retford (Gamston)

Wellesbourne
Mountford

Wycombe Air Park

Huntingdonshire District Council submitted an unsuccessful bid for a 2,500 home
Garden Village on site. The Council subsequently withdrew their support for the
proposal but the site is still listed in the Council’s Housing and Economic Land
Availability Assessment.
FlyPlymouth, a local social enterprise aerodrome support group, plans to reopen
the aerodrome and start regional airline services. Sutton Harbour Group, the site
lease holder, have proposed a mixed-use development although the adopted
Plymouth City / South-West Devon Joint Local Plan retains the site for aviation
use at least until the first 5-year review of the adopted Plan.
Tandridge District Council public consultation on four potential Garden Village
sites including Redhill ended on 9 October 2017. The definitive 2033 Local Plan
submitted for Public Examination on 18 January 2019 with hearings starting on 8
October 2019 has ruled out the site for a Garden Village and allocated it protected
status as an Important Employment Site. The current draft Tandridge Local Plan
earmarks the aerodrome for employment purposes and notes that the site is within
the Green Belt with a high risk of surface water flooding. Part of the site is within
the boundary of Reigate and Banstead Borough Council whose Local Plan
proposal to safeguard the site for housing has been rejected by the Planning
Inspector examining the plan.
Earmarked for a Garden Village with ultimately 2,500 dwellings in initial draft
2035 Strategic Plan issued by Bassetlaw District Council for public consultation
which ended on 10 March 2019.
Stratford-on-Avon District Council Core Strategy stated policy is to “Retain and
support the enhancement of the established flying functions and aviation related
facilities at Wellesbourne Airfield”. Tenants notified that flying activities would
cease in December 2016 but deferred pending tenant’s legal action to obtain new
leases which action was unsuccessful and the tenants have subsequently received
further notices to vacate the site. The Council have rescinded the owner’s
permitted development rights and have initiated negotiations for an agreed
purchase of the site whilst also taking CPO action to acquire the site. £1.125
million has been set aside in the Council’s 2019 / 2020 budget to fund the CPO
action. Under a MoU dated 30 August 2019 between the Council and the site
owners, the CPO action has been suspended for up to a year to allow the owners to
propose limited development of the site whilst retaining the aviation facilities with
some of the tenants being offered occupancy of the site to cover the period of the
MoU.
Site lease holder (Helicopter Aircraft Holdings Ltd) has agreed new leases with
the land owner, Wycombe District Council. After Public Examination, the 2033
Local Plan was adopted by the Council on 19 August 2019 and provides for an
industrial / warehousing complex on south-western part of the site resulting in the
shortening of runway 35 and relocation of gliding activities to the north for which
changes a public consultation has been held.

MoD Sites
The following MoD
aerodrome sites are
planned for disposal in
the years indicated:
Abingdon Aerodrome
Site earmarked for Garden Village style development with 1,200 homes in Vale of
2024/25 Dalton
White Horse District Council 2031 Local Plan Part 2 adopted by the Council on 9
Barracks 2029
October 2019. Under the Plan, the development area is restricted to the south of the
old runway 08/26.
Alconbury 2019
Major part of site already being developed with 5,000 homes.
Brawdy 2024
Cawdor Barracks. Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) have submitted site
for mixed use development in Candidate Sites Register for the review of 2033 Local
Development Plan 2 by Pembrokeshire Council.
Colerne 2025
Aerodrome sale was originally expected to be in 2018. Local business interest in
maintaining the aerodrome for aviation purposes.
Dishforth 2031
Aerodrome site being disposed of but not included for development in the definitive
2035 Harrogate Borough Council Local Plan submitted for Public Examination with
hearings ending on 13 February 2019 but site is expected to be considered during
first review of the adopted Plan.
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Halton 2022

Aylesbury Vale District Council’s definitive 2033 Local Plan does not include the
aerodrome site for any development. Public Examination hearings of the Plan
ended on 20 July 2018.

Henlow 2023

Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE. Site
earmarked for mixed use / specialist employment development in Central
Bedfordshire Council draft 2035 Local Plan Part 2 submitted for Public
Examination on 30 April 2018 with public hearings ending on 25 July 2019.
Under the Services out sourcing agreement with Ascent, basic fixed wing flying
training will be conducted at RAF Valley in Anglesey rendering Linton-on-Ouse
surplus to MoD requirements.
The Forest Heath (now part of West Suffolk) District Council Vision & Prospectus
document for the site retains the aviation facilities including the runway.
DIO / Rutland County Council public consultation on Garden Village proposal for
site ended on 15 June 2018. Further public consultation to include proposed
development in emerging 2036 Local Plan ended on 24 September 2018. Project
accepted under Government Garden Village programme.
The resident Red Arrows display team are due to relocate to either of RAF
Leeming, RAF Waddington or RAF Wittering.
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks. Future of the site being progressed by a
partnership between the DIO and HE. Site earmarked for residential allocation in
South Kesteven District Council definitive 2036 Local Plan document submitted for
public examination on 15 January 2019 with hearings ending on 31 May 2019.
Robertson Barracks. There is no reference to the closure of the Barracks in the
definitive Breckland Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the Council on 28
November 2019.
Clive Barracks. Shropshire Council strategic site consultation ending on 9
September 2019 includes a 750 home mixed use development of the Barracks site
leaving the airfield intact.
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE with a
new prison and housing being considered.
DIO has a Land Sales Delivery Partnership Agreement with property developer
Crest Nicholson and proposed a 4,500-home development on site which is not
included in the Huntingdonshire District Council adopted 2036 Local Plan but is in
the Council’s Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment. Marshall
Group is considering relocating from Cambridge (see page 1) to the site.

Linton-on-Ouse 2020

Mildenhall 2024
North Luffenham
2022

Scampton 2022
Spitalgate 2024

Swanton Morley
2031
Tern Hill 2025

Wethersfield 2025
Wyton Aerodrome
2019
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https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk

The RAF London museum is situated on what used to be RAF Hendon and holds over 95 aircraft in four
themed aircraft halls.
The museum at Cosford, acknowledged as one of the leading public attractions in the Midlands, displays
over 70 aircraft and is home to the National Cold War Exhibition.
Entrance is free with charges for some selected exhibition areas. Car parking charges apply.
From March 10:00am - 6:00pm last entry 5:30pm

MUSEUM NEWS
RAF MUSEUM COSFORD
The RAF Museum at Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP, is open daily from 10am and entry is free
of charge, but parking charges apply. For more information visit: www.rafmuseum.org/cosford 01902
376200
Opening hours: February: 10:00am - 4:00pm
From March: 10:00am - 5:00pm

last entry 3:00pm
last entry 4:00pm

Admission charges apply for some events and activities. Events may be subject to change and additional
events may be added during the year.
RAF HURRICANE 80K CHALLENGE

21 APRIL - 10 JULY 2020

The Hurricane, often under-valued in importance in comparison to the Spitfire, played an influential role
in protecting Britain from the Luftwaffe during the summer of 1940.

To commemorate this significant anniversary, marking 80 years since the Battle of Britain took place in
our skies, the RAF Museums are challenging you to walk, run, jog, swim or bike 80K in 80 days. The
Challenge will start on the 21 April, and you will have until the 10 July (the start of the Battle of
Britain) to complete it. The RAF Museums challenge is virtual which means you too can participate and
complete the challenge from anywhere in the world. After you have completed the 80K then you just
submit your log and they will post you an exclusive Hurricane 80K Challenge medal.
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During the Second World War RAF Fighter Command had pilots sign up from all over the
Commonwealth and occupied Europe. They came from New Zealand, Australia, Canada, South Africa,
France and Poland to fly and fight. The Hurricane with the highest number of kills during the Battle of
Britain was P3308, a Mk1, flown between 15 August and 7 October 1940 by RAF (auxiliary) pilot Archie
McKellar of 605 Squadron.

Sign up to the Hurricane 80K Challenge then all you will need to do is download the Distance Log. This
document will allow you to keep track of all the runs, walks, jogs or swims that you will do to reach the
80K target.
Entry
Standard Entry (UK): £20.00**
Standard Entry (UK) with a souvenir t-shirt: £32.00**
For those taking part in the challenge in Europe an extra £2.50 will apply for postage, those taking part
outside of Europe and UK and extra £4.50 will apply to entry.
All proceeds will go towards the RAF Museum to enable us to continue telling the story of the RAF and
the thousands of service men and women who served in it.
**Please note that entry fees are subject to a booking fee.
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/whats-going-on/events/hurricane-80k-challenge/

COSFORD NEWS
The RAF Museum Cosford is not only a popular venue for aviation enthusiasts but also for car clubs and
can cater for rallies with up to 150 vehicles. Car rallies scheduled for 2020 so far are:

Talbot Cars
19/04/20 – Performance Auto Group
05/07/20 – Land Rover Series 3 & 90-110 Owners Club
08/08/20 – Scirocco Register
If you are interested in holding a car rally at Cosford, please contact them to check availability and for
bookings.

‘ENGINEERING HERITAGE AWARD’
The Supermarine Spitfire Mk 1 K9942 displayed at the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford has been
presented with a prestigious ‘Engineering Heritage Award’ by the Institution of Mechanical Engineers
(IMechE). The awards, established in 1984, celebrate the contribution of mechanical engineering past
and present, recognising artefacts, sites and landmarks of significant engineering importance.
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RAF Museum CEO Maggie Appleton & Chair of IMechE’s Engineering Heritage Committee, John Wood

Built in Woolston, Southampton in 1939 this early Mark 1 is the world’s oldest surviving Spitfire.
Designed by R J Mitchell, the Spitfire combined strength, lightness and streamlining with the powerful
Rolls-Royce Merlin engine.
Keep a look out in 2020 for the RAF Museum’s Spitfire tour of the West Midlands.

WINNERS OF RAF MUSEUM ACADEMIC AWARDS
The Royal Air Force Museum announced the winners of its academic awards to Doctoral, Masters and
Undergraduate students. The bursary and prizes are awarded for writing in the field of ‘air power studies’
in the broadest sense, encompassing not only the history of air warfare, but also related fields such as
archaeology, international relations, strategic studies and others.
The winner of the 2019 Royal Air Force Museum Doctoral Bursary is Andrew Curtis (Kings College
London). Andrew’s thesis examined ‘Why does the UK have the military that it has? An investigation into
the factors relating to the translation of strategic direction into military capability.’
Andrew will present some of the results of his research on 27 February 2020 as part of the Royal Air
Force Museum Trenchard lectures. These lectures are held at the Royal Aeronautical Society
Headquarters in London. Andrew’s lecture will be preceeded by a ceremony celebrating the winners of
the 2019 academic awards. Details of the lecture can be found online at
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/whats-going-on/events/trenchard-lecture-translating-strategicdirection/
The winner of the Royal Air Force Museum Masters Prize is James Halstead. James’ dissertation,
submitted to Kings college London as part of his Masters in the History of War, was entitled Airpower
and Allenby’s Army: Combined in Palestine, 1917-1918. James’ dissertation provided an original and
thoughtful analysis on General Sir Edmund Allenby’s use of air power in the Palestine campaign, 191718, based on appropriate primary research.
The winner of the Royal Air Force Museum Undergraduate prize is Edward Hubbard. Edward’s
dissertation, submitted to the University of Southampton as part of his BA in History, was entitled ‘Why
was Operation Rolling Thunder such an ineffective American Air Strategy during the Vietnam War? The
central thesis of the dissertation was that the political restraints imposed by Washington, and the choice
of American air strategy, provide only a partial explanation of the impotency of the American bombing
campaign.
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GIRLS THIS IS YOUR FINAL CALL for Pillows and Pilots Sleepover: 28 March 2020

Grab your sleeping bag and get set for an evening of fun activities, a fun film to watch - with snacks of
course! - culminating in a peaceful sleep surrounded by RAF Museum Cosford’s aircraft.
Tickets cost £35 per child and £5 per adult
For more information: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/group-visits/sleepovers.aspx

VE DAY STREET PARTY

8 - 10 MAY 2020

A nostalgic weekend for the whole family to enjoy. Joining the food and drink at the Street Party will be
costumed re-enactors, Vintage Selfie Station, Vintage Fairground stalls and family activities.
•

Living history will help recreate the atmosphere of the day

•

Don’t forget to try on some of their Second World War uniforms, grab a giant prop and take a VE
Weekend selfie!

•

In keeping with the spirit of the weekend, get creative and join in their Make Do and Mend crafting
tent to make your own VE Day flag or Peg Plane to take home as a memento.

•

Challenge the whole family to a game of giant noughts and crosses or dominoes in our Giant
Games area

•

Have a go at their Vintage Fairground stands – what will you choose Hoopla, Tin Can Alley or the
Coconut Shy?

RAF MUSEUM HENDON
The RAF Museum at Hendon, Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL is open daily from 10am and
entry is free of charge but there are parking charges. For more information visit:
london@rafmuseum.org 0208 205 2266
Opening Times: February: 10:00am - 5:00pm
From March: 10:00am - 6:00pm

last entry 4:30pm

last entry 5:30pm
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HENDON NEWS
IMMERSIVE HISTORIES: DAMBUSTERS - 31 MARCH 2020

Using the latest virtual reality and haptic technology, in conjunction with a physical 1:1 recreation of the
interior of the iconic Avro Lancaster bomber, step back in time to the early hours of 17 May 1943 and on
board Lancaster G-George to join the Dambusters on their legendary mission and experience key
events from the Dambusters Raid piloted by Wing Commander Guy Gibson DSO and Bar, DFC and Bar.

RAF PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR: 2019 PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

-

25 OCTOBER 2020
The Royal Air Force Museum is celebrating the superb achievements of Royal Air Force Photographers
following the judging of the Royal Air Force’s annual Photographic Competition. Visitors will be greeted
with the competition's winning images as they make their way to the RAF Hendon Museum's Main
Entrance.

One example: “Ready for take off”
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Subject categories range from ‘The Operational Experience’, an image that reflects the Royal Air Force
conducting vital work on operations or training in support of operations, through to the ‘Equipment’
category which gives photographers the exciting opportunity to display their skill photographing the
Service’s world-class equipment.
FEBRUARY Thursday 20th and Friday 21st: A Spitfire Adventure
£12 / £15

11.00am

&

2.30pm

Play this interactive game and discover all the clues hidden around the museum. If you're lucky you will
graduate from the Spitfire Academy.
MARCH Thursday 26th: First World War Flying Machines

6.00pm - 9.00pm

£10 / £15

Explore the RAF Museum’s First World War Aircraft and collections after hours and don't miss your
chance to step over the barriers.
APRIL Saturday 4th - Sunday 19th: Easter Animal Trail
10.00am – 3.00pm
Walk through the Museum to find all the animals in our collections - there's a tasty treat at the end!

£3

Wednesday 8th /15th & Thursday 9th / 16th: A Spitfire Adventure
11.00am & 2.30pm £12 / £15
Play this interactive game and discover all the clues hidden around the museum. If you're lucky you will
graduate from the Spitfire Academy.
Wednesday 22th & Tuesday 28th: Vulcan and Cold War Experience:
12.00 – 16.00 £50
Unique cockpit tour of the Vulcan, Phantom and a ground crew tour of their amazing Cold War Aircraft.
MAY Friday 8th and Saturday 9 th: VE Day Party 11.00 – 15.00 Free – picnics available in advance.
Join RAF Museum Hendon at their street party to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE day. Book your
celebratory tea and join in on all their fun activities!
Wednesday 13th: Vulcan and Cold War Experience:
12.00 – 16.00 £50
Unique cockpit tour of the Vulcan, Phantom and a ground crew tour of their amazing Cold War Aircraft.
Friday 15th & Saturday 16th: Spitfire Adventure (Museums at Night edition)
19.00 £18
A Spitfire Adventure after hours for Museums at Night. Bring a group of friends and play the game, find
the clues and solve the escape room challenges.
Tuesday 26th: Vulcan and Cold War Experience
10.20 – 14.00
£50
Unique cockpit tour of the Vulcan, Phantom and a ground crew tour of their amazing Cold War Aircraft.
Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st: The Hendon Pageant 10.00 – 17.00
Free
The Hendon Pageant is back, this year bringing to life the 1940s Living History with Talk, tours,
Fairgrounds and Music all weekend and a possible flypast.
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UK & EASA AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
UK
THE B WORD - BREXIT
Following the country’s exit from the EU on 31 January, the UK is entering a transition period, until 31 st
December 2020, during which EU law will continue to apply and the UK and its aviation sector will
continue to participate in the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) system while the future UK-EU
relationship on aviation is determined.
During the transition period the UK continues to be party to the EU Air Services Regulation and
mutual recognition provisions established under the EASA Basic Regulation. Existing agreements
between the EU and third countries, such as those relating to air connectivity and aviation safety, will
continue to include the UK. As a result individuals operating in the UK should see no change to
existing conditions during the transition period, which is due to end on 31 December 2020.
The future relationship between the UK and the EU on aviation safety will be negotiated during the
transition period.
The CAA are providing information on a microsite to enable aviation organisations to make their own
decisions on how to prepare for these different scenarios https://info.caa.co.uk/brexit which will be a
central source of information for UK aviation and aviators about the actions they would need to take to
be prepared for the transition period ending with the UK no longer being an EASA participant and
without continued mutual recognition of safety certificates and licences.
Where a specific action is required, this will be underlined. The CAA will endeavour to keep this
microsite updated as new information is made available to them.
To be alerted to significant new information: subscribe to the EU exit category in the CAA’s SkyWise
alerting system http://skywise.caa.co.uk/

SOME AIRCREW REGULATIONS AMENDMENTS
Here are just a few of the main aircrew regulations amendments:
Navigation exam: now common for LAPL(A) and LAPL(H) as well as PPL(A) and PPL(H). If you have
navigation in one category this can be credited in another.
Recency for SEP(sea) has been introduced. If you hold both SEP(Sea) and SEP(Land) then at least 6
of the mandatory 12 take-offs and landings and 1 hour of flight time in 2 year recency MUST be flown in
each class.
SEP(Sea): privilages are now available for LAPL(A) provided the associated 30 question multiple choice
exam is passed
Carrying Passengers: If a LAPL holder, who has previously held a Part-FCL licence, you no longer
have to complete 10 hours flight time as PIC before carrying passengers.
PPL privileges now include LAPL privileges but the level of privileges depends on validity level of
Part-Med certificate
Differences training: for TMG, SEP, SET or MEP aircraft do not have to be undertaken at an ATO or
DTO IF under a suitably qualified instructor.
Early revalidation/renewal: if revalidated/renewed earlier than 3 months prior to current expiry date
THEN new validity period starts on date of checkride.
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Are you on the list? http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20200116RptUAVcurrent.pdf

FLYING DISPLAY DIRECTOR ACCREDITATION 2020
The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and the Military Aviation Authority (MAA) have developed a joint
Flying Display Director (FDD) accreditation course for both civilian and military flying displays.
To obtain or revalidate their FDD accreditation, applicants are required to demonstrate their experience
in a number of competences and attend an FDD accreditation course.
For 2020 there are 2 revalidation courses and one ab-initio course planned and further details of the
courses and the associated application form for attendance is available through the CAA FDD here
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Displays,-events-and-activities/Flying-Display-DirectorAccreditation/?mc_cid=46b800d107&mc_eid=caaaf4ba61

IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR FLIGHT CREW LICENSING APPLICATIONS
Pilots should be aware that for some applications you are required to submit proof of identity (ID) to
support their applications. A certified copy or a passport or photo driving licence will be accepted.
EASIER ACCESS FOR GENERAL AVIATION PILOTS TO (IFR) FLYING
and
REVISION OF BALLOON AND SAILPLANE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS (PART-FCL)
Implementing Regulation on basic instruments rating (Part BIR); Implementing Regulations on FCL for
balloons (Part B-FCL) and Implementing Regulations on FCL for sailplanes (Part S-FCL).
For balloons and sailplanes, these new rules will apply from 8 April 2020 with a transition period of
12 months to full compliance by all Member States on 8 April 2021. These regulations include provisions
for the transfer of existing national licences and medicals, credits for training started under the old rules
and for training organisations. The official publications are in process and are awaited in the coming
weeks.

CAA’s PLANNED PERMANENT REDISTRIBUTION (PPR) PROPOSALS
The implementation date for the UK Civil Aviation Authority’s (CAA) new decision-making process for
Planned Permanent Redistribution (PPR) proposals is 1 February 2020.
What is PPR? Essentially PPR changes in the way existing airspace is used, rather than changes in the
airspace design itself.
Air traffic controllers are continuously making decisions as to how to control individual aircraft. The air
traffic control operational procedures form a framework within which each air traffic controller makes
those individual aircraft-by-aircraft decisions. Consequently the track over the ground taken by a given
aircraft is a combined result of the airspace design, the air traffic control operational procedures and the
individual expert decision of the air traffic controller on the day.
After consultation, the Government decided that where changes in air traffic control operational
procedure lead to a planned, permanent redistribution of air traffic in certain ways, they ought to be
subject to:
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a CAA decision which considers all the section 70 factors in the Transport Act 2000, and

a similar process as a change in airspace design.
However, only certain PPR proposals (‘relevant PPRs’) will need to go through the approval process and
are most likely to be those that have a potential noise impact on the ground.

GLIDER AND SELF-LAUNCHING MOTOR GLIDER TRANSPONDER EXEMPTION
IN DESIGNATED AREAS FL100 - FL195
The CAA has published an exemption for gliders and self-launching motor gliders from the carriage of a
Secondary Surveillance Radar transponder with the capability and functionality prescribed for Mode S
Elementary Surveillance for specified designated areas in the UK between FL100 and FL195.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/1339.pdf

REGULATIONS FOR CREDITING OF MANNED PILOT FLYING HOURS ON
ANNEX I (NBR) AEROPLANES
According to the present draft of the Acceptable Means of Compliance / Guidance Material (AMC/GM),
this provision only applies to “the hourly requirements in points FCL.140.A; FCL.140.S and
FCL.740.A(b)(1)(ii)”. These are the paragraphs for the recency conditions required for the LAPL and the
PPL class rating.
The publication of the AMC was forecast for January 2020 but may have been delayed.
Acceptable means of compliance (AMC) means non-binding standards adopted by the Agency
(European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA)) to illustrate means to establish compliance with Regulation
(EC) No 216/2008 and its Implementing Rules (IR-OPS). (Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 965/2012 (IROPS)).Guidance Material (GM) may be provided by the Agency to assist the user in complying with an
Implementing Rule (IR), where this material does not form part of the IR or associated AMC.

EUROPEAN (EASA) AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
GA LICENSING
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/general-aviation

EASA PART-FCL CHANGES
UK GA aviators can also keep up to date on European developments by subscribing (at no cost) to
the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to your inbox via the Europe Air Sports website
which can be found at www.europe-air-sports.org There is a wealth of information in their Newsletters
and well worth receiving issues of the EAS Newsletter direct to your inbox, which is completely free of
charge.
My thanks to European Air Sports Newsletter Editor Diana King for allowing précis of information
published from the bi-monthly EAS Newsletter.
October 2019: http://www.europe-air-sports.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/EAS-Newsletter-October2019.pdf
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CAA CONSULTATIONS
Conducting paid-for initial pilot training in UK National Permit to Fly Aeroplanes CAP
1823
The CAA is proposing to extend paid-for initial pilot training to be conducted using certain aeroplanes
which hold a UK national Permit to Fly (PtF) so that this training can be undertaken by those pilots who
are not owners of the aircraft. Currently, to undertake initial training in PtF aeroplanes, the student would
need to be an owner or part-owner for this to be acceptable.
The CAA believes this consultation represents a comprehensive yet proportionate set of requirements
and, by implementing the safety mitigation proposed by the LAA, provides a sound basis for maintaining
appropriate safety standards of airworthiness as well as ensuring that training and testing for pilots is
more accessible. The change could have a positive impact on the flight training sector, including
potential cost savings that could encourage greater student up-take.
Consultation questions are included in appendix A of the document. Download from
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/training-uk-national-permitaeroplanes/user_uploads/cap1823trainingaeroplaneconsultation.pdf or online survey document at
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/training-uk-national-permit-aeroplanes/consultation/intro/
Consultation closes: 17th February 2020

Paid-for initial pilot training in amateur-built UK National Permit to Fly Microlights
A similar consultation as above, but for training in microlights. Consultation questions are included in
appendix A of the document.

Download from
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/training-uk-national-permitmicrolights/user_uploads/cap1839trainingconsultationmicrolight.pdf
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/training-uk-national-permit-microlights/consultation/intro/
Consultation closes: 17th February 2020
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR NOISE MODELLING
Whilst this consultation mostly concerns UK major commercial airports the document also refers to the
minimum acceptable level of sophistication of noise modelling required for the CAA to carry out their
duties, to provide clarity to sponsors and stakeholders about the methodology airfield management
should use and therefore reduce ambiguity, and to provide consistency across different groups of
airports. The CAA is inviting comments on their proposals and will consider any response they receive
before publishing their final requirements.
Download the consultation document:
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1875NoiseModellingMinimumRequirementsConsultation.pdf
Comment online: https://consultations.caa.co.uk/policy-development/minimum-requirements-for-noisemodelling/consultation/intro/
Or to discuss anything about how to respond to the consultation, please email noise@caa.co.uk
Consultation closes: 4 March 2020

AIRSPACE CLASSIFICATION REVIEW 2019–2020
The CAA would like you to help them identify volumes of controlled airspace in which the classification
could be amended to better reflect the needs of all airspace users on an equitable basis.
On 30 October 2019 the Secretary of State for Transport wrote to the CAA to amend the 2017 Air
Navigation Directions to give us a new role regarding the way in which airspace is classified. Directions
3(a), 3 (b) and 3(ba) come into force on 1 April 2020. https://consultations.caa.co.uk/corporatecommunications/airspace-classification-review-2019-2020
How will the CAA decide which volumes of airspace are shortlisted? They will use evidence and
analysis to decide which are the priority volumes of airspace where classification could be amended.
To put your views forward: https://consultations.caa.co.uk/corporate-communications/airspaceclassification-review-2019-2020/consultation/intro/
Consultation closes: 3 Mar 2020

CAA RESPONSE TO CONSULTATIONS
Airspace change: PPR (planned and permanent redistribution of air traffic) proposals
Sadly of the 103 formal responses received only 8 came from the General Aviation community, and 9
from representative or national organisations or institutes [Ed]
CAA Asked: to give the CAA views on the process they should use for making decisions on PPR
proposals – PPR meaning air traffic control operational procedure changes that give rise to a planned
and permanent redistribution of air traffic.
CAA Action: a new third edition of CAP 1616 incorporating the PPR decision-making process into CAP
1616 and dividing CAP 1616 into three parts:
Part 1: the airspace change process (permanent changes to the notified airspace design), including:
Part 1a: temporary changes to the notified airpace design Part 1b: airspace trials
Part 2: PPR, including:
Part 2a: temporary PPR changes
Part 3: Airspace information: transparency about airspace use and aircraft movements.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1661_Airspace%20Change_Ed_3_Jan2020_interactive.pdf
For other responses and CAA action taken
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/we_asked_you_said/
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recent

closed

consultations

see
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CLOSED CONSULTATIONS
Parachuting CAP 660
Parachuting CAP 660 is a comprehensive source of information including rules, regulations and
guidance on legal requirements for parachuting operations and displays. A new edition will be published
in 2020 and will include some major changes to reflect new legislation and regulatory provisions. The
consultation for the revised edition closed on Friday 17 January 2020.
New Light Aircraft between 450-600kg under National Regulation
Consultation closed 29 Nov 2019
See https://consultations.caa.co.uk for other CAA consultations
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http://www.airleague.co.uk

The Air League believes deeply in and champions aviation and aerospace and highlights their role in
security, technological innovation and their important contribution to British society and British economy.
Effort, commitment and regular events have been pivotal in shaping the entire aviation and aerospace
sector and driving debate and policy agendas as has encouraging and attracting the young bright minds
and talent of tomorrow via the ongoing provision of many Scholarships and Bursaries. The Air League
also works regularly with disadvantaged groups using aviation and aerospace as a gateway to lifechanging experiences and opportunities.

NEWS
AIR LEAGUE EVENTS PROGRAMME
March date TBA: The Sir John Slessor Memorial Lecture see http://www.airleague.co.uk
April 18th: Pilot Careers Live
April 25th: The Young Aviators’ Dinner
Date TBA: Civil Aviation
Sustainability Debate
May: The Honour and Awards Reception

Are you, or do you know a University of West London Airline, Airport &
Aviation Management Student?
If so, all are now members of the Air League! This means that they are eligible to apply for Air League
Scholarship and Bursary programmes, as well as gain exclusive access to networking and social events
within the industry. To apply now for Air League Scholarships (up to 12 hours of free flying) and
Bursaries, visit the Scholarships page https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarships/ to see what you/they
could be a part of.

THE SES SATELLITES SPACE SCHOOL 2020
An opportunity for those students who are between 13 and 18 years old, interested in the space industry,
can take part in a residential Space School with the University of Leicester.
The disciplines covered range from physics and astronomy, to engineering and astronautics, planetary
science and from space physics to genetics and human spaceflight. While the week includes both
lectures and practical activities, there is ample opportunity for socialising too, with a formal dinner and
disco and karaoke on the final night.
Applications for Senior Space School 2020 are now open and cost £550 (£50 deposit). A 7-night
residential course for 16 – 18 year olds, 25th July – 1st August 2020 & 2nd – 9th August 2020.
http://www.spaceschool.co.uk/#our-programme
Applications for Space School UK a 5-night residential course for 13 – 15 year olds, 19th – 24th July
2020 is fully booked but you can sign up to be placed on the reserve list. https://shop.le.ac.uk/productcatalogue/events-at-leicester/space-school-uk/space-school-2020-reserve-list
See the Bursaries, Scholarships & Funds section in this Newsletter for details of The Air League’s
scholarships and bursaries and check out https://airleagueweb.azurewebsites.net/scholarships
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BURSARIES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FUNDS
These pages are a compilation of RAeC Member Organisations bursaries, scholarships and Funds
together with others that may be of interest.

2020 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST (RAeCT) BURSARIES
The Royal Aero Club Trust is delighted to announce its bursary scheme for young people for the 2020
season.
The President’s Scholarships (2 bursaries each worth up to £750);
The Peter Cruddas Foundation Scholarship worth up to £1,000
The Breitling Bursary worth up to £750
The Bramson Bursary worth up to £500
The new George Farha Bursary worth up to £500
The new John Downer Bursary worth up to £500
plus a number of additional bursaries also worth up to £500 each.
Applicants for these grants must hold British Citizenship and be permanently resident in UK and aged
14-21 years (Advanced Bursary up to 24 years).
Applications
for
2020
bursaries
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries

are

available

for

downloading

via

Closing dates for applications: 31st March 2020

AIR CADET GLIDING FUNDING
If you are an Air Cadet you can apply for gliding funding via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk

AIR LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIPS
Anyone can join the Air League and enjoy access to their scholarships which give you free flying
opportunities around the country. Whether you are already hold a Pilot’s licence or are just starting, or
you might be more interested in a career in engineering or aspire to work in astronautics…there is
something for everyone. All they want to see is passion and commitment towards your chosen career.
You can choose to apply for as many different types of scholarships as you like (there is no
limit). Make sure to read the T&Cs and entry criteria.
NEW 5 HOUR FLYING SCHOLARSHIPS
The Air League is introducing a brand new 5-hour flying scholarship. This scholarship is intended for
those people who are interested in flying but have had limited opportunities to do so previously. This
scholarship will be residential and consist of 5-hours of flying over a 5-day period. You will also be
provided with an understanding of what it is like to be a pilot, how you can become one either in a
commercial or military setting and what training routes are available to you.
Applications close 2nd March 2020 https://airleague.formstack.com/forms/5h_flyingscholarships2020
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The flying bursary programme offers 3-5 hours of advanced flying training to current Private Pilot’s
Licence (PPL) holders as well as those yet to gain their licence who need assistance in finishing their
training.
Interviews for the flying scholarships will be held in March/ April 2020.
Flying scholarships to be completed between May and the end of October 2020.
Many of their bursary winners have used bursary funds towards night ratings, instrument ratings and tail
wheel conversions. The Air League also welcomes applications from disabled pilots who are looking to
gain additional flying experience.
https://airleague.formstack.com/forms/flying_bursaries_2020

VINTAGE AIRCRAFT CLUB: LIZ INWOOD TAILDRAGGER SCHOLARSHIP
The Scholarship, named in memory of the late Tiger Moth pilot and flying instructor Liz Inwood, is funded
by donations from the Vintage Aircraft Club, Light Aircraft Association and the Inwood estate.
The Taildragger Scholarship was set up by the Liz Inwood Trust along with the VAC and we are pleased
to make This annual award is available to qualified pilots, under 36 years old, with 100hrs or more who
wish to convert from typical flying club nose wheel designs to older tailwheel types, and enabling them to
train for up to 5 hours at a recognised flying school. Each year the selection panel will chose one pilot
out of the many applicants potentially to open the door to flying a wider range of vintage and classic
types.
2020 applications open in June 2020 : http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

BMAA YOUNG PERSON'S MICROLIGHT FLYING BURSARY
Keen to promote microlighting to the younger generation so that new blood is brought into microlighting
the BMAA fund each year selected candidates aged between 15 and 20 on the date of the award. In
order to qualify these candidates must show some history of an interest in microlighting and will be
selected by an appointed panel. There will be some additional flying and ground based assessments to
ensure the BMAA get exactly the right people.
The 2020 applications close 31st March 2020 https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/bursaryapplication-form

FLYING FOR THE DISABLED 2020 SCHOLARSHIPS
A scholarship includes 35 hours flight tuition and associated ground school which means that most will
have flown solo and some, at their own expense, have gone on to achieve their PPL. Scholarships
commence with a scholar’s seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are introduced to their
instructors and scholar training partner(s).
Flying training is undertaken at flying schools in the UK between May and October and will be of three or
four-weeks duration in either a PA-28 or a Microlight aircraft.
To apply for a scholarship complete the online enquiry form and a full application form will then be sent
to you.
https://www.fsdp.co.uk/apply/#masthead

Closing Date: November 30th 2019
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RAF CHARITABLE TRUST
The RAF Charitable Trust is developing a number of Scholarships and Awards open to serving airman,
cadets and members of the wider RAF family. These range from Scholarships for Disabled People to Air
Cadets and 6th Form Scholars with potential follow on into University to glider flying training.
https://www.airtattoo.com/the-trust/scholarships-and-awards
LAUNCHPOINT BURSARIES / AWARDS
Launchpoint is a registered British charity that supports gliding and aims to provide opportunities to
experience gliding and to help participants, of all ages, to develop with the sport. It does this through the
Caroline Trust Awards and the Ted Lys Awards.
The Caroline Trust Award application form can be found here https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pwmflp/caroline-trust-application-form/
The Ted Lys Award application form can be found here https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/ted-lysaward-application-form/
For further information and details: https://members.gliding.co.uk/launchpoint/
Launchpoint is also the BGA’s adopted charity and provides Launchpoint’s website at no cost.

PPL SCHOLARSHIPS AT BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT
2 PPL annual scholarships to the value of £10,000 each have been offered by the Trustees of Biggin Hill
Airport to young men and women between the ages of 16-26 seeking a career in aviation. One
scholarship funded by the owners of the airport, The Biggin Hill Airport Award, and the other funded by
the family of the late BA Captain Nick Davidson.
For further information contact ndmfs@bigginhillairport.com

THE PHILIP WILLS MEMORIAL FUND (for GLIDING CLUBS)
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund supports UK gliding by lending money to gliding clubs for capital
projects e.g. purchasing land or equipment, with the Trustees having a broad brief to enable them to
provide a diversity of financial assistance to both clubs and individuals.
The Fund lends at (very) low rates of interest, usually over periods less than 10 years. Typical loans
would be up to c £60k. The application process is simple with the Fund’s trustees generally only looking
to see that there is a good business case for the expenditure and (in order to protect the Fund) that the
club has the ability to make monthly repayments.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/club-development/pwmf/

RAeS CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2020
The Royal Aeronautical Society launched the Centennial Scholarship Fund in 2003 in celebration of one
hundred years of flight and to look forward to the next generation of aerospace pioneers and experts in
the 21st Century.
Awards include support towards tuition fees for:
* Final year MEng Aerospace or Aeronautical Engineering
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* Postgraduate study in aerospace and aviation related subjects
These include several named awards:
* The Robert Blackburn Award - for aerospace engineering study
* The Alan Snudden Award - for aircraft engineering and safety related study
* The GP Olley Award - for aerospace medicine study and research
Individual awards are also given to assist in completion of aerospace-related post-doctorate research
projects. Team awards are given for programmes aimed at STEM engagement and boosting young
people's interest in aerospace and aviation as a career choice.
Download the Centennial Scholarship Applicant Guidelines and application form.
https://www.aerosociety.com/careers-education/scholarshipsbursaries/scholarships/?dm_i=4OGU,QGW8,3HA9WN,35GQK,1
Complete and return by the deadline date. There are separate forms for individual and team applicants.
All individual applicants and academic research teams will need to provide details for two referees.
These two referees will need to provide written references to be sent directly to the RAeS
Applications and references can be submitted by email: awards@aerosociety.com or
Post: Centennial Scholarship Fund, Royal Aeronautical Society, 4 Hamilton Place, London, W1J 7BQ,
UK
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES
YOUTH IN AVIATION
Youth in Aviation is a collaboration of the non-profit, charitable and educational organisations involved
in enabling young people from all backgrounds to experience aviation and aerospace inspiring the next
generation. There are 16 organisations involved including YES, RAF Cadets, Scouts; the Air League,
Young Air Pilots, the BGA, RAF Museums, the RAeS, Brooklands Museum all working together
aiming to further the opportunities and access to aviation and aerospace activities and providing over
£300,000 of scholarships and bursaries each year.
The General Aviation Awareness Council have educational information for schools and many of their
members offer special facilities from visits to local airfields and pleasure flights to arranging for
helicopter visits to school sports field.
See http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress

YOUNG AVIATORS
My thanks to organiser Andre Faendrich for this report:-

The 15th Annual Young Aviators event will be at Sywell Aerodrome on Saturday 12th
September 2020, so here's to the
http://yesflyers.org.uk/young-aviators-2020
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THE GREAT UK YOUTH ROCKETRY CHALLENGE 2020

The UK Youth Rocketry Challenge (UKRoC) is a great way to engage the next generation of engineers
with practical experience of building and executing complex missions. This is an exciting way to learn
more about maths and science, with the UK winners getting the chance to compete against teams from
France, USA and Japan at the International Finals. The Rocketry Challenge is a great opportunity for
young people aged 11 – 18 and entries for 2020 are now open.
 It’s free to enter and it’s fun! Teams just need to cover the cost of the rocket build and associated
equipment (approx. £300).
 An extension to what students are already learning in Science, Technology and Maths – but in an
interactive and engaging way.
 It’s a great way for young people to gain hands-on engineering and presentation skills.
 The winning UK team will receive a paid-for trip to Farnborough International Airshow 2020 to
compete against the winning teams from America, France and Japan.
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 Students will have the opportunity to meet with industry aviation, space leaders and experts.
 Cash prizes, certificates and awards for winning teams, and their associated youth group or
school.
 It’s a great skill to learn to help towards other extra-curricular activities like the Duke of Edinburgh
Award.
REGION
South East
South West
North
Northern Ireland
Scotland
Midlands
National Final
International Final

DATE
25 March 2020
28 March 2020
1 April 2020
7 April 2020
TBC
29 April 2020
20 May 2020
23-24 July 2020

ADVERSE WEATHER DATE
22 April 2020
TBC
30 April 2020
1 May 2020
TBC
5 May 2020
n/a
n/a

For more information: https://www.ukayroc.org.uk/

BMAA HORIZONS BUILD-A-PLANE PROJECT
The Horizon Project, organised by BMAA’s Terry Viner, is a build-a-plane scheme for schools and
provides a school with a comprehensive kit of parts to build a two seat microlight aircraft.
For more information about the New Horizons project: https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/newhorizons

YOUNG PERSON'S MICROLIGHT FLYING BURSARY
The BMAA fund each year selected candidates aged between 15 and 20 (on the date of the award) for
a flight training bursary.
In order to qualify these candidates must show some history of an interest in microlighting and will be
selected by an appointed panel. There will be some additional flying and ground based assessments to
ensure the BMAA get exactly the right people.
If you would like to be considered please complete and
https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/bursary-application-form

submit

the

form

found

at

Application for 2020 will likely close 31 March 2020.
THE AIR LEAGUE
The Air League has an App for young people to find out more about careers in aviation
http://www.airleague.co.uk/youthinaviation
CADET SCHEMES
There are many opportunities and the majority of gliding clubs in the UK offer cadet schemes. These
schemes offer lower flying rates and sometime FREE flying in return for assisting with daily club
operations. Contact your nearest gliding club for details
If you are an Air Cadet additional funding is also available to you via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk for details.
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YES

http://yesflyers.org.uk/

13TH ANNUAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE
Saturday 7th March 2020 10:00 to 16:30
Brooklands Museum, Brooklands Road, Weybridge, KT13 0SL
For registration details please see details on www.yesflyers.org.uk

3rd ANNUAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE
Saturday 4th April 2020 10:00 to 16:30
Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 8UP
For registration details please see details on www.yesflyers.org.uk
Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, and
more commonly abbreviated to YES, works together with LAA Clubs, leading industry companies, local
education authorities, schools and universities and many others to educate, encourage and inspire
young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with aviation, through:








Aircraft building projects (YES Build-a-Plane)
Training in meteorology, navigation and airmanship
Exhibits and activities for young people at aviation shows
Arranging talks and practical activity sessions for schools and youth groups
Arranging aviation activity days for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers, Girl Guides and others
Production and demonstration of training equipment for navigation and radio communications
Maintaining an independent web-based aviation information centre for youngsters, and
Providing guidance on a future career in the varied world of aviation.

YES are a group of aviation enthusiasts and pilots who organise and support events to help youngsters
develop an interest in flying and get them into the air.

JUNIOR GLIDING CENTRES (JGCS)
The British Gliding Association has set up a network of Junior Gliding Centres (JGCs) to help you get
what you want out of the sport. Each centre is part of a leading BGA affiliated club and is just the place
to meet up with other young pilots, develop your gliding skills and have a great time. Everything is set
up so that you’ll feel part of the gang from day one and can get straight down (or up!) to flying and
having fun.
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Subject to completing the required training, you can fly a glider solo at age 14. And there is no upper
age limit. We recognise that all young people can benefit from support in gliding and so we have a fairly
relaxed definition of ‘Junior’ – Junior gliding benefits and support apply to anyone up to 25 years old.
Each Junior Gliding Centre has a co-ordinator who is focused on helping you to join in and get flying.
They will be able to point you in the right direction. If you’ve never flown before, they will help you get
started and, if you’ve already gone solo, they’ll help you work out what you want to do next. Whether
you want to learn aerobatics, race gliders, or just fly, there will be something at JGCs for you.
https://www.gliding.co.uk/juniorgliding

UNIVERSITY GLIDING CLUBS
University gliding clubs offer students a fantastic start in gliding. Usually based at the local gliding club,
University clubs have excellent access to modern fleets of training aircraft and some of the larger
university clubs even have their own gliders and instructors.
These clubs are often subsidised by the university and offer very good rates on flying to help cashstrapped students into the air.
Each year there is an inter-Uni competition. This week provides a focal point for all university glider
pilots. The competition rewards everything from going solo to doing a 500km racing task. There are
also some fantastic evenings after the flying has finished. This year’s competition will be hosted by
University College London and will be held at Bicester Gliding Centre.
There’s more information about university gliding, a map of the universities which have gliding clubs
and some advice about setting your own club up if your university doesn’t already have one.
Contact the BGA office and ask to be put in touch with our university gliding co-ordinator.
office@gliding.co.uk 01162 892956

GET HIGH VOLARE!
Kids Flying Charity “Get High Volare” is really going places! (but they need more pilots...)
What an amazing time we are having. So much is happening for us, and all at the same time. We have
been immensely successful with our flying operations up to the end of the 2019 season, and are now
laying the foundations of greater things to come in 2020.

In addition to our planned flying operations, and the aircraft maintenance we already teach the kids,
from the spring we are launching our very own STEM outreach program, delivering Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics through an Aviation based syllabus, direct into the
classroom. We have had a STEM program for Primary School age children ready for some time, and
have run it over the last few months. However, due to demand, we now have a STEM program ready
for Secondary School age children as well. This will greatly enhance our presence with all age groups,
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and should also boost recruitment, although we have already had such a huge response from our
Deprived Wards Outreach program, we are already struggling to cope.
So, whilst we still want more “Hangar Queens” to refurbish and fly, what we now need urgently is
Flexwing pilots with sufficient experience to fly the kids. Experienced pilots with over 200 hours will
suffice, but we could also do with a few Instructor Trainees, or newly qualified instructors to help us,
and help themselves too.
(Formal instruction is not in our remit, as that is the domain of the Flight schools, but we do aim to
provide “Air Experience Flying” that fundamentally covers all the same topics).
Interested..? Then call - 07517 545046
When we first set up this Charity, we had no idea that is was going to take off in the way that it has. But
through commitment, hard work, determination (and indeed often sheer bloody-mindedness), we are
succeeding beyond our wildest dreams, and have encountered tremendous goodwill and generosity
from the flying fraternity, and beyond, for which we are deeply grateful. We really couldn't have done
this without you.
Remember, we are all Volunteers here, and nobody gets paid. Every penny we raise goes directly
towards the Charity's goals and provides opportunities for young people from every walk of life to
participate in the activity we all love.
All we need now is what we have always needed, which is our OWN Airfield. An Airfield that belongs to
the Charity, and will sustain the Charity in perpetuity. An Airfield where every brick we lay, is OUR
brick, a place where we can put down permanent roots to support our programmes around the country
and which will be a centre of excellence that will provide a firm foundation for the future, and the
template for many more.
Get High Volare! are working on this right now, so watch this space..........

Get High Volare! GAINS A SHADOW
After 12 years, Pete Eichhorn said a bittersweet goodbye to his Shadow as Tim Wiltshire arrived to
formally take possession of it.
But at least Pete knew it was going to a good home for future young pilots. He’d had 12 years of
Shadow ownership and flying, and felt he couldn’t complain, even though the last few years it had been
getting harder moving the plane in and out of the cowshed and yard; and then he’d had to move house,
bringing an era to an end.
Pete continues the story:
“I had to see the Shadow go to a good home, and she owed me nothing. I’d paid £6,000 for her 12
years ago, and had loads of flying every year, the last few as an SSDR, so wonderfully cheap.
Then, no sooner had I contemplated this than I saw the article in MF (Microlight Flying)about Get
High…Volare!, Tim Wiltshire’s charity to help young and poor people keen to get into flying. Since that
describes me in my youth, my mind was made up in that moment to deliver her to Tim at Wingland
airfield. Naturally, the moment we set the date, the weather turned marginal, with low pressure pushing
down from the north but improving over the destination.
I sat down to draw a line on the map, noting with a moment of nostalgia that it wasn’t far from the route
I’d flown to that great airfield Priory Farm to visit my brother near Diss. I had to bend the line to miss
controlled airspace etc, then measure the compass readings for lines, note features such as towns,
river etc, and finally fill up with fuel, check the plane for one last time, and go.
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Tim Wiltshire and “his” Shadow

Yes, it was murky, but enough to safely clear the north edge of Stoke-on-Trent, then the high ground
north of Calton Moor, which was OK, but marginal. I slid through a gap at 500ft, thinking of the risk of
carb icing, keeping an eye out for fields and listening to every beat of the motor. The ground dropped
away below, the cloudbase actually rose and thinned from then on, and easy peasy: Carsington Water,
north side of Nottingham, spot Grantham and keep south, then set a new heading for Spalding/
Holbeach, the east-west road and Wingland.
Er, where the ***** was it?
You see, Wingland is a tiny airfield. Fortunately I had Google Earthed it and knew what it should look
like, but the crops were all different to the Google photo, so I flew to just south of the Wash, minding the
danger area, and tracked back due west, low and slow.
Gotcha!
Safely landed, I taxied to the parking area and met a bunch of fine lads from the good old/bad old days.
Coffee and chat was enjoyed by all then Tim Wiltshire arrived to formally take possession – a sad
moment.
Putting it off as long as I could, I asked if he’d mind me doing one quick last circuit, and of course he
didn’t. I wasn’t even sure if a warm 503 would start or need hand-swung, but it did, so off I went; only to
see nothing reading on the ASI.
You’ve guessed it: I’d put the pitot cover back on then forgotten to take it off. Never mind, not a big deal
for an old Shadow pilot. The plane tells you how it feels, so I did the shortest of circuits, greased it onto
the numbers, and reluctantly taxied round to the back of the sheds. Tim then drove me all the way
home. I think I cried all the way.
What I need now is a cheap little trike – with electric power!

Well, I always was a dreamer.”

106

http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

The VAC may be of interest to RAeC members who fly older aircraft types and aim of the Vintage
Aircraft Club is to provide a focal body for owners, pilots and enthusiasts of vintage and classic light
aircraft by arranging fly-ins and other events as well as publishing a magazine called “Vintage and
Classic”.

NEWS
During the winter months the Vintage Aircraft Club concentrates more on indoor events but there is still
an option to fly in to some venues should the weather cooperate.
In November a group of VAC members gathered around paint pots, brushes and mini-canvases to
enjoy an informal Aviation Art Fun Day for Grown Ups. All were beginners but, supported by two Guild
of Aviation Artists to show us how to hold the brushes and apply the paint, everyone ended the day
having produced a collage of masterpieces.

Not only did they have fun but also appreciated how talented many of the young artists are who submit
entries to the annual FAI Aviation Art Contest via the LAA.
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VAC 2020 PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
They have a very busy programme planned for VAC members for 2020 with VAC fly-ins to airfields
across
the
country
including
Popham,
Bodmin,
Breighton,
Fenland
and
Sleap!
http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk/calendar.php
They are also looking forward to their Dinner and Awards Evening at Shuttleworth House on 21st
March. The Guest Speaker will be Major George Bacon MBE. [The menu certainly looks rather
nice:Ed]. You can book accommodation to stay over and if you do there is a Sunday morning “In the
Hangar” chat.
Please visit their website to see these and more and, with an ever increasing membership, you can be
assured that joining the VAC gives you the opportunity to meet and socialise with like-minded aviators
in a friendly and relaxed way in many different locations.
All updates and news of VAC events can be viewed on their website.
http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk
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